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† CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
 
 

POSTLUDE 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS                          
 

      OFFERTORY 

      †   PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

 Faithful God, we long to be faithful givers, modeling ourselves on 

 You who have given everything to us. May Your Spirit of  

 abundance, which gives more than we ask or imagine, grace these 

 gifts for Your kingdom in Jesus’ name, Amen.  

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the   

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.    

Prayer Litany: We have not been orphaned (inspired by John 14:15-21) 
~ adapted from Lutheran Julia, and posted on RevGalBlogPals.  http://revgalblogpals.org/ 
 

  One: Gracious God, you watch over us with love and deep compassion. 

 All: We have not been orphaned. 

 One: Jesus, our brother and the pioneer of our faith, You lead us by 

  truth, in word and deed. 

 All: We have not been left alone. 

 One: Holy Spirit, our Advocate, Guide, and constant companion, You 

  dwell with us day and night. 

 All: We have not been orphaned. 

 One:   The community of the faithful exists beyond time and space. 

 All: We have not been abandoned. 

 One:   The Word of Hope has been with us from the past and marches 

 forward with us into the  future, carrying us through life of its way. 

 All: We are not left to wander on our own. 

 One:   Thanks be to God. 

 All: We have not been orphaned. 
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Gathering 
PRELUDE       Let us prepare our hearts for worship ● Please silence your cell phones and refrain from talking                               
 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 66) 

 One: Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; 

 All: sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise. 

 One:   Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!” 

 All: “All the earth worships you; they sing praises to you, sing 

  praises to your name.”  

 One:   Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds 

  among mortals. 

 All: Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or 

  removed his steadfast love from me. 

 

†  CALL TO CONFESSION  

†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Lord of mercy, there are so many times in our lives when we feel alone. 

We wonder where you are. We cry out to you in our confusion, pain, and 

hurt. And when you do not immediately grant the prayers of our cries, we 

begin to doubt that you even care or exist. Stop us from going down this 

path of self-destruction. Help us look around and find the many ways in 

which you have blessed our lives. Forgive us when we are so quick to 

doubt and so arrogant in our demands of your responses. Give us a spirit 

of patience and willingness to be ready to hear your voice. Strengthen us 

for the ministries of love and hope that you have placed before us; for we 

ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.  
 

Time of Silent Confession 

http://revgalblogpals.org/


The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  (unison)                         

Gracious God, You call us to love You by holding to Your commandments. 

May the Spirit of truth  abide with us and in us as we hear your word this 

day.  Reveal Yourself to us this day in your word written and proclaimed.   

Lead us to the Word, Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

TIME FOR CHILDREN                                                 Sharon Vanpelt 

THE EPISTLE LESSON                  1 Peter 3:13-22  

 
13 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 
14 

But 

even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what 

they fear, and do not be intimidated, 
15 

but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 

Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an 

accounting for the hope that is in you; 
16 

yet do it with gentleness and  

reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those 

who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 
17 

For it is 

better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for 

doing evil. 
18 

For Christ also suffered
 
for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but 

made alive in the spirit, 
19 

in which also he went and made a proclamation to the 

spirits in prison, 
20 

who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently 

in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 

persons, were saved through water. 
21 

And baptism, which this prefigured, now  

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON & PASSING THE PEACE             

  One: Friends believe the good news of the gospel. 
 

  All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 

  One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  
   The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 

  All: And also with you. 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE 

saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for
 
a 

good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
22 

who has gone into 

heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 

made subject to him. 
 

 One: The Word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                     John 14:15-21          

 
15 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16 

And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 
17 

This is 

the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 

nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 

you.  
18 

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 
19 

In a little while the 

world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will 

live. 
20 

On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in 

you. 
21 

They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love 

me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and  

reveal myself to them.” 
 

 One: The Word of the Lord. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON                          Walking Into the Future                        Neal Carter 
 

Responding to the Word    

†  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH              (New Creed—from the United Church of Canada)           

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.    

We believe in God, who has created and is creating, who has come in  

Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us 

and others by the Spirit.  We trust in God.  We are called to be the Church, 

to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation, to love and 

serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified 

and risen, our judge and our hope.   In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

God is with us.  We are not alone.  Thanks be to God. Amen. 


