
 

 

7940 Rocky River Road 

Concord, NC 28025 

Rocky River Presbyterian Church Non Profit Org. 

US Postage PAID 

Permit No. 31 

Harrisburg, NC 28075 

7940 Rocky River Road  ·   Concord, North Carolina  28025   ·   704.455.2479   ·   churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

www.RockyRiver.org 

 

 

March, 2020 
Volume 269, Issue 3 

A Message From the Pastor - Neal Carter 

 Sometimes, when I am feeling a bit too full of myself about a sermon, or a  

worship service that may have gone well, Deb will remind me: “It is not about 

you.”  When a worship service or a sermon has not gone so well, and I am a bit 

sulky about the whole matter, Deb will remind me: “It is not about you.”  

Well, as we walk into Lent, I hear Deb’s voice ascertain once again: “It is not 

about you.”  
 

The focus of Lent is not me (subsequently, it is not about you). Lent is not a  

40-day self-help program. It is not a time to lose weight, or take a break from  

sugar or social media to be a “better you.” Lent is a time of emptying oneself, 

through repentance and self-denial, to allow God to fill us. When we “give up” 

something like chocolate or soda, we are to see this as a time that we fill with 

prayer instead of drinking the soda to focus on God. Lent, as well, is a time when 

we let go of some of the sinful or self-indulgent crutches we use to get through the 

day, and our frailty is exposed. We encounter that, in God, we can be stronger 

than our own strength.   
 

Ask yourself this Lent: With what do I fill myself instead of leaving space for God 

and Faith? 
 

A Roman Catholic writer, Tim Gautreaux, often includes in his characters our  

human tendency to rely on things other than God. In one of his stories he depicts 

an alcoholic priest who crashes his car on the way to hear the confession of a  

terminally ill man, Clyde Arceneaux. Clyde Arceneaux has sat, disaffected,  

outside the church for decades of Sundays while his family attended worship.  

After the crash, the priest tries to stay sober but feels profoundly empty.  

Reluctantly agreeing one night to help Clyde make restitution for a past sin, the 

priest drinks to bolster his courage. Caught driving while impaired, he is  

temporarily removed from his parish duties and sent to the local AA. He is  

humiliated by the whole situation. He begins to wonder whether they will ever  

forgive him. On his first day back in the pulpit, he examines the crowd and  

discovers “something that was better than forgiveness, more than what he  

deserved … It was Clyde Arceneaux ... asleep, pale, two steps from death, his 

head resting against the wall, but at least he had finally come inside.” 
 

This Lent, resolve to give up a pet sin or a crutch — like a favorite snack or social 

media — fill the space with prayer. When you fall, get up; remind yourself that this 

journey is about God—it is not about you. 
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Calvin’s Corner 

What Makes Worship Unique?  (from the PCUSA website)  2nd in a series of articles that explain what makes 

us unique. 

Worship in a Presbyterian congregation, in its shape and content, is determined by the pastor and the session, the 

church’s governing body. It generally includes prayer, music, Bible reading and a sermon based upon Scripture, 

prayers of intercession, personal response/offering, and the Sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 



 

 

The constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) suggests that worship be ordered in terms of four major actions 

centered in the revelation of Jesus Christ: Gathering, Word, Sacrament, and Sending. 
 

Prayer. “Prayer is at the heart of worship. It is a gift from God, who desires dialogue and relationship with us. It is a 

posture of faith and a way of living in the world. Prayer is also the primary way in which we participate in worship. 

Christian prayer is offered through Jesus Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Faithful prayer is shaped by 

God’s Word in Scripture and inspires us to join God’s work in the world. 

There are many kinds of prayer—adoration, thanksgiving, confession, supplication, intercession, dedication. There 

are many ways to pray — listening and waiting for God, remembering God’s gracious acts, crying out to God for help, 

or offering oneself to God. Prayer may be spoken, silent, sung, or enacted in physical ways” (W-2.0202). 
 

Music. “The singing of psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs is a vital and ancient form of prayer. Singing engages the 

whole person, and helps to unite the body of Christ in common worship. The congregation itself is the church’s  

primary choir; the purpose of rehearsed choirs and other musicians is to lead and support the congregation in the 

singing of prayer. Special songs, anthems, and instrumental music may also serve to interpret the Word and  

enhance the congregation’s prayer. Furthermore, many of the elements of the service of worship may be sung.  

Music in worship is always to be an offering to God, not merely an artistic display, source of entertainment, or cover 

for silence.” (W-2.0202). 
 

Scripture. “The Scriptures bear witness to the Word of God, revealed most fully in Jesus Christ, the Word who 

‘became flesh and lived among us’ (John 1:14). Where the Word is read and proclaimed, Jesus Christ the living Word 

is present by the power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, reading, hearing, preaching, and affirming the Word are central 

to Christian worship and essential to the Service for the Lord’s Day. 

A minister of the Word and Sacrament is responsible for the selection of Scriptures to be read in public worship.  

Selected readings are to be drawn from both Old and New Testaments, and over a period of time should reflect the 

broad content and full message of Scripture. Selections for readings should be guided by the rhythms of the Christian 

year, events in the world, and pastoral concerns in the local congregation. Lectionaries ensure a broad range of  

biblical texts as well as consistency and connection with the universal Church” (W-3.0301). 
 

Preaching. “A sermon, based on the Scripture(s) read in worship, proclaims the good news of the risen Lord and 

presents the gift and calling of the gospel. Through the sermon, we encounter Jesus Christ in God’s Word, are 

equipped to follow him more faithfully, and are inspired to proclaim the gospel to others through our words and 

deeds. The sermon may conclude with prayer, an ascription of praise, or a call to discipleship. In keeping with the 

ministry of Word and Sacrament, a teaching elder† ordinarily preaches the sermon. 

Other forms of proclamation include song, drama, dance, visual art, and testimony. Like the sermon, these are to  

illuminate the Scripture(s) read in worship and communicate the good news of the gospel. When these forms of  

proclamation are employed, worship leaders should connect them with the witness of the Scripture(s) to the Triune 

God” (W-3.0305) 
 

Intercession. In response to the Word, we pray for the world God so loves — joining Christ’s own ministry of  

intercession and the sighs of the Spirit, too deep for words. These prayers are not the work of a single leader, but  

an act of the whole congregation as Christ’s royal priesthood. We affirm our participation in the prayer through our 

‘amen’ and other responses” (W-3.0308) 
 

Offering.  “Christian life is an offering of one’s self to God. In the Lord’s Supper we are presented with the costly  

self-offering of Jesus Christ for the life of the world. As those who have been claimed and set free by his grace, we 

respond with gratitude, offering him our lives, our spiritual gifts, and our material goods. Every service of worship 

shall include an opportunity to respond to Christ’s call to discipleship through self-offering. The gifts we offer express 

our stewardship of creation, demonstrate our care for one another, support the ministries of the church, and provide 

for the needs of the poor” (W-3.0411). 
 

Next Month:  Sacraments 

 

 

Legacy Award Nomination  2020  ●  Rocky River Presbyterian Church 
 

William King McCachren, Sr. 

 William King McCachren  was born October 3, 1919.  His parents both died soon after his birth 

due to the influenza epidemic of 1919 and he was raised by an aunt.  They lived in the shadow of 

Rocky River Presbyterian and continued the McCachren family’s service to this church.  William 

joined the church on profession of faith on March 5, 1933.   A veteran of World War II, William and his 

sweetheart Ruth married on December 20, 1945 and settled on family land across their spring from 

the church grounds.  The McCachren family had earlier given Rocky River Church the right to use 

their spring as long as a church remains on that site.   

 Having served as a Deacon earlier, William was elected Elder in 1967 and rotated on and off the 

session until 1996. He was Clerk of the Session in 1971. He often served on the Building and 

Grounds Committee and put his talent for repairing and planning to work around the buildings and 

campus. His common sense meant he could find a way to do things that saved money. This continued beyond his 80
th
  

birthday.  William served on the Pastor Nominating Committee in 1995-1996 prior to the ministry of Rev. Corey Ingold.   

William and Ruth delivered Meals on Wheels as part of the church’s weekly route into the mid-1990s. 

 Habitat for Humanity has a special place in William’s heart.  He always encouraged our congregation to sign up for build 

days when the Cabarrus chapter set up dates for churches to work on houses.  William was also a handy worker along with 

other church members on Habitat for Humanity houses in the spring of 1996 and on September 20, 1997.  The 1997 house 

assignment was roofing and even though it was an unusually hot, sunny day, there was William on the roof helping with the 

shingles.  Anytime our church worked with Habitat for Humanity, William was there if he was able. 

 Rocky River Presbyterian Church started a local church program of recognition, Faithful Servant Award, to honor men and 

women who have made a significant contribution to our congregation.  William and his late wife Ruth were honored with this 

award on May 2, 2010.  Their years of visiting the homebound members, recent visitors and members who were ill as well as 

their work on planning committees for the church’s 250
th
 anniversary in 2001 reflect their faithful service. 

 William is active in the Bible Sunday School Class which is encouraging to other members of the class.  Even though he 

now lives in an assisted living facility in Harrisburg, he is at Sunday School and worship service almost every Sunday.  He  

witnesses to others not only with his presence, but also by reminding folks “The Lord’s been good to me.” 

 On October 6, 2019, William’s family hosted a 100
th
 birthday celebration at our church.  William thoroughly enjoyed himself 

as did those attending.  Since he does not appear to be his age and only recently began using a walker at church, the  

members are encouraged to match William in attendance and service to the Lord.  Earlier that day during the Children’s Time, 

our minister Dr. Neal Carter talked about having a member who was 100 years old. Then he led the children to the aisle near 

William’s pew where they sang Happy Birthday to him.  On Veteran’s Day 2019, when Dr. Carter asked the veterans in the 

congregation to stand and William did so, some of the children made their way to his pew to thank him for his service.  His  

example is something they will remember. 

 William King McCachren, Sr. has served God in his quiet, humble way his whole life.  Our session is honored to nominate 

him for the Legacy Award for 2020. 

Congratulations to William K. McCachren, Sr. (Shorty) 

Based on the nomination of the Session of Rocky River Presbyterian Church, William KIng McCachren, Sr. has been 

selected by the Presbytery of Charlotte to receive a 2020 Legacy Award.  This award is given to nominees age 70 

and older who have continued to contribute to the life of his or her church.  This year the presbytery is awarding 31 

Legacy Awards.  William will be recognized at a Legacy luncheon on March 26, 2020. 

Below is the nomination material submitted to the presbytery: 

WELCOME TO OUR THREE NEW MEMBERS!! 

On Sunday, February 9th we welcomed 3 new members to our church 

family; Laura Pierce, Kathy Buckingham and Amy Huster.  Laura has 

been attending worship service for months, and felt like a part of our 

family from day one!  Kathy was a previous member years ago, and 

found her way back to RRPC.  She has joined the choir and is sharing 

her talents with us already!  Amy may be a familiar face as well, having 

visited our church many times over the last two years.  She answered 

the call to volunteer in the nursery and also has some mad quilting 

skills she wants to share with us!  We are so happy to have you all 

here! 



 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of February 

Sunday, March 1    Dan. 9:3-10 and John 12:44-50  

Monday, March 2    Gen. 37:1-11 and Mark 1:1-13 

Tuesday, March 3    Gen. 37:12-24 and Mark 1:14-28 

Wednesday, March 4  Gen 37:25-36 and Mark 1:29-45 

Thursday, March 5   Gen 39:1-23 and Mark 2:1-12 

Friday, March 6    Gen 40:1-23 and Mark 2:13-22 

Saturday, March 7           Gen 41:1-13 and Mark 2:23-3:6 

Sunday, March 8    Gen 41:14-45 and John 5:19-24 

Monday, March 9    Gen. 41:46-57 and Mark 3:7-19a 

Tuesday, March 10    Gen 42:1-17 and Mark 3:19b-35 

Wednesday, March 11  Gen. 42:18-28 and Mark 4:1-20 

Thursday, March 12   Gen. 42:29-38 and Mark 4:21-34 

Friday, March 13    Gen 43:1-15 and Mark 4:35-41 

Saturday, March 14   Gen. 43:16-34 and Mark 5:1-20 

Sunday, March 15   Gen 44:1-17 and John 5:25-29 

Monday, March 16   Gen. 44:18-34 and Mark 5:21-43 

Tuesday, March 17   Gen 45:1-15 and Mark 6:1-13 

Wednesday, March 18  Gen 45:16-28 and Mark 6:13-29  

Thursday, March 19   Gen 46:1-7,28-34 and Mark 6:30-46 

Friday, March 20    Gen 47:1-26 and Mark 6:47-56 

Saturday, March 21   Gen 47:27-48:7 and Mark 7:1-23 

Sunday, March 22   Gen. 48:8-22 and John 6:27-40 

Monday, March 23    Gen 49:1-28 and Mark 7:24-37 

Tuesday, March 24    Gen. 49:29-50:14 and Mark 8:1-10 

Wednesday, March 25  Gen. 50:15-26 and Mark 8:11-26  

Thursday, March 26   Exod. 1:6-22 and Mark 8:27-9:1  

Friday, March 27    Exod. 2:1-22 and Mark 9:2-13   

Saturday, March 28   Exod. 2:23-3:15 and Mark 9:14-29 

Sunday, March 29   Exod. 3:16-4:12 and John 8:46-59 

Monday, March 30   Exod. 4:10-20(21-26)27-31 and  

                                              Mark 9:30-41 

Tuesday, March 31   Exod. 5:1-6:1 and Mark 9:42-50 

 

 

 

Podcasts 

 

We record our Worship service weekly. 

We have 100 weekly listeners from 

many parts of the state and country.  

The podcast is an outreach ministry. If 

you missed church, you can listen in 

the week you missed. Some people 

prefer to visit us online before visiting a 

live worship. It is also a convenient way 

to share our church message with a 

friend or take worship to a person the 

cannot attend.  
 

 

Apple. Go to the iTunes App Store and 

download the Podcast App. Many times 

the Podcast app is already installed on 

iPhones. Once you install the app 

search for Rocky River Presbyterian 

Church. You will see our weekly list of 

Worship podcasts listed. You can click 

a podcast and it will download and play 

this single podcast. Or you can hit the 

subscribe button and the podcast will 

automatically down load when the new 

weekly podcast is ready.  
 

Android. Go to Google Play store and 

download the podcast app. Once you 

install the app search for Rocky River  

Presbyterian Church. You will see our 

weekly list of Worship podcasts listed. 

You can click a podcast and it will 

download and play this single podcast. 

Or you can hit the subscribe button and 

the podcast will automatically down 

load when the new weekly podcast is 

ready.  

Please refrain from talking once the 

prelude begins before worship  

service!  The microphones are  

VERY sensitive and pick up all  

conversations.   

2020 BUDGET:  $425,963  ACTUAL YTD:  $25,184 

NEEDED PER MONTH:  $35,496  NEEDED PER WEEK:  $8,192 

WEEK GIVING 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

2/2/2019 $6.388 -$1,804 -$29,108 

2/9/2019 $5,830 -$2,362 -$23,278 

2/16/2019 $8,117 -$75 -$15,161 

2/23/2019 $7,328 +$864 -$7,833 

Education Building - The balance of the loan as of 2/15/2020 is $ 193,241                        

 
 

 

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 

All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship. 

Tuesday, March 3 

Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church Parlor 

Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m., the home of Kenza Mitchem 

All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible 

Studies.  We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, 

prayer and fellowship.  We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!  We meet the first Tuesday of 

each month.  

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP MEALS 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

COST: $5/meal, $15/family maximum 
 

ALL ARE INVITED! 

Menu For March 

March 4 -  Community Meal—Soups 

March 11- Herb Crusted Pork Tenderloin 

March 18 -  Scout Fundraiser 

March 25– Baked  Potato Bar 
 

To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming when you 

sign the attendance book or call the office. 

       

 FAMILY GAME NIGHT!! 

Friday March 13th and 27th 

7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Bring your favorite game and a snack to share! 

Let’s invite friends and neighbors to join us! 
 

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano  

at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Recurring Events and Special Projects 

Men’s Breakfast 

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, March 15 at 9:00a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers.  What a great  

opportunity for fellowship among our men! 

Questions?  Please contact Jerry Clark at 704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net 

Theology on Tap 
 

Theology on Tap with Neal will be held Monday, March 9 at 7:00pm.  We meet at  

The Percent Tap House in Harrisburg.  Come and enjoy a lively discussion centered around 

life and theology.  All are welcome!!   

Saturday April 4th - Pancake Breakfast, Spring Fling & Egg Hunt (open to the public) 

Tuesday April 7 - Children’s Gathering (decorate eggs and Easter cookies) 

Thursday April 9 - Maundy Thursday, joint service at Bellefonte 

Sunday April 12 - Easter Sunday - Flowering of the Cross, All Church Breakfast, Worship Service 

Coming in April - Save the Dates!! 

Bridal Shower for Rebecca Murray.    

Sunday March 29th in the fellowship hall.   

Drop-in between 2:00-4:00 pm and wish Rebecca all the best on her  

upcoming wedding.  Her groom's name is Bobby Mauldin and the 

happy couple are registered at Target, Amazon and Bed Bath &  

Beyond.   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLkZy8i6_eAhVnk-AKHd5qArwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstthomaswichita.com%2Ffaithformation%2Fadult-ff%2Fyoung-adults%2F392-theology-on-tap&psig=AOvVaw3DButonIgB


 

 

Rocky River Readers - Monday March 30th at 7:00pm 
 
 

Please note the date change for the month of March!  We will discuss Bellewether by  

Susanna Kearsley.  Our book is set in Long Island during the French and Indian War in 

1759.  With the war raging, a French Canadian lieutenant is captured and billeted with a Long 

Island farm family that is not very welcoming.   

Eventually Jean-Philippe and the daughter at the farm, Lydia Wilde, begin to see one another 

differently.  However, as Jean-Philippi says at the beginning of the book, “The house, when I first 

saw it, seemed intent on guarding what it knew; but we all learned, by the end of it, that 

secrets aren’t such easy things to keep.” 

We had two new folks join us at our February meeting and are always glad to welcome more people who like to 

read.   Please join us on March 23rd at 7pm in the church parlor to discuss this and other books.  

Questions?  Please contact Marie Morrison at  704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net 

Buildings and Grounds News 
David Murray presented his report on Lighting in the parking lot, and it was followed up with a visit from Duke  

Energy on the 4th with a plan to put a pole in place in the lower lot. There will be 2 lights on that pole. 

We have set a work day for Feb. 29, 9 am, in the youth kitchen to begin the painting. 

The replacement of the drain pipe that is letting water intrude into the basement will be scheduled as soon as we get 

thru the currently scheduled workdays. 

The dead tree behind the session house is removed, thanks to Billy Carriker and his equipment. 

We are waiting on the agreement from the Highsmiths on the right of way for the scout well and the use of the sewer 

line. It has been approved by the session. 

It has been approved to replace the gas logs at the manse with the installation of natural gas to replace the propane. 

The agreement has been signed with Public Service for that new line to be installed, at no cost to the church. 

We will be signing on the conditions surrounding the removal of the old oil tank behind the sanctuary with DENR, 

North Carolina.  

The Building and Grounds committee meets the first Monday of each month at 6:00pm.  Our next meeting is  

March 4th.  We can always use help!!  

Interested?  Contact any member of the committee: 

Jim Pharr, 980-329-6225/jlpharr@aol.com 

King McCachren, 980-213-0180/rockyriverpkpl@msn.com 

Jim Stafford, 704-201-3115/stafco@bellsouth.net 

Prayer Requests 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Chris Linker, cousin of Ashelyn Earley; Melissa Shoupe; Jonathan Ewart, friend of 

Stephanie Campbell; Gigi Hunnicutt; Charlotte Wells, mother of Gigi Hunnicutt; Gladys Dulin, mother of Joey Dulin; 

Beth Garrett, friend of Kathy Dulin; Steve Perrine, uncle of Traci Bird; The family of Jason Roberts, nephew of Mimi 

Reynolds; Anne Carroll Ezzelle, college roommate of Martha Ann McConnell; Audrey Reynolds; Owen Hey, nephew 

of Glenn Jones; The Scott Family; Michelle Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry Clark; Eric Larsen; JoAnn Lampe, friend 

of Cindy Spickard; Buddy Holden, friend of Jim Stafford; Evelyn Freeman; Curtis Rose, cousin of Shirley Rockel;  

Lucy Butler; friend of Dianne Savelle; Devin Rockel during his deployment; Kendall, child age friend of Pam  

Sciascia; Todd Lefler, cousin of Ashelyn Earley; Sally Alexander, daughter of Terry and Beth Alexander; Marcella 

Burton, co-worker of Deb Carter’s; Dale Powers; Megan Mayes, daughter of Mark & Nancy McSwain; Ron Violette; 

Rodney Garrett, scout parent; Linda Collins, friend of Traci Bird; Frank Bishop, uncle of Patrick Spickard; Susan 

Monteith, sister of Megan Bechtol; Evelyn Elliott, friend of Julia Alexander; Whitaker Raymer and his family, relatives 

of King and Pam McCachren; Avery Phillips, friend of Alice Williams; Don and Pat Bechtol, parents of Chris Bechtol; 

Phyllis Griffin; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark;  Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura Milliken; Pat  

McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Wes Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray 

and Priscilla Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  Jim Busse, friend of 

Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan Milliken; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Teresa Williams.  

 

 

March Birthdays 

Week 1: Butch & Ruth Ann McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Mike/Betsy Biggers 

Week 2:  Jim Pharr, Patrick Spickard, Dave Mowery, Bob Windell, Ted Dickason 

Week 3:  Steve/Priscilla Giuliano, Steve Jewett, Dianne/Tim Savelle 

Week 4:  Dori/Scott Swaringen, Jeff Thomas, Bob Carter, Devin Shepard  

Week 5:  Phil/Chase Tipton, Brad/Brandon Earley, Ed Watson 

This list was generated from our Church Windows database.  If I have missed someone I apologize sincerely!  

 Please let me know if anyone is missing from this list and send the correct information to  

churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.   

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Mike Biggers 3/1 Ray Clawson 3/17 

Andy Jenkins 3/4 Audrey Reynolds 3/18 

Steve Jewett 3/4 Emma Wakeman 3/18 

Anna Talton 3/6 Skylar  Cole 3/18 

Jerry Clark 3/9 Brad Earley 3/22 

Gigi Hunnicutt 3/10 Jonathan Donnelly 3/23 

Jeff Thomas 3/10 Becky Graham 3/24 

Grace Bechtol 3/11 Devin Rockel 3/24 

Candice Shepard 3/13 Melissa Horton 3/26 

Chelsea Campbell 3/14 Michael Eason 3/26 

Tristen Rockel 3/14 Alison Dulin 3/28 

Ben Schneider 3/15 Julia Alexander 3/29 

Justin Linker 3/15 Joe Eason 3/31 

Jane Talton 3/16 Kingston Young 3/31 

Evan Spickard 3/17 Patrick Spickard 3/31 

Service Volunteers  

Chiming the Hour 

March 1     Colton Heavey 

March 8     James Ide 

March 15   Erin Mowery 

March 22   Roman Shepard 

March 29   Neal Dulin 

A Time for Children 

March 1     Neal Carter 

March 8     Thomas Heavey 

March 15   Vance Horton 

March 22   Jerry Clark 

March 29    Sharon Vanpelt 

Bread Ministry 

March 1    Linda Clark 

March 8   Laura Carriker 

March 15   Priscilla Giuliano 

March 22   Ann Glosson 

March 29   Shirley Rockel 

Worship Assistants 

March 1     Kathy Linker 

March 8     Gigi Hunnicutt 

March 15   Emma Wakeman 

March 22   Candice Shepard 

March 29   Brandon Earley 

Infant Nursery 

March 1   Carol Lyerly & Laura Milliken 

March    Ashley & Rex Carriker 

March 15    Kenza Mitchem & Ashelyn Earley 

March 22     Ashley & Rex Carriker 

March 29   TBD 

Toddler Nursery 

March 1     Tina Willis & Janet Little 

March   8     Amy Huster & Kathy Dulin 

March 15     Cindy Privette 

March 22   Niki Schneider and Susan Jones 

March 29    Pam McCachren 
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Youth 
Youth News 
from JD McNutt, Youth Director 
 

Over the last few days all I have done is slept. I had a case of the flu and it wiped me out.  

I ventured back out today for church and then came home and slept till the youth group met  

at 5:00pm. Sleep. Sleep. And more sleep. Sometimes our bodies force us to slow down. And 

though I might try and stay up to read, watch Netflix, open up work email, immediately shut off 

work email, eat and drink, blow the nose, my body fought against anything productive and forced me to slow down 

last week. 
 

And slowing down is not necessarily a bad thing. Sure I will be behind in work tomorrow and most of this week. Sure, 

my emails have piled up. It’s all good though. I feel physically and mentally better. 
 

Over the past few months our youth have been wanting to have a prayer area for the church. And so, beginning 

March 15, the downstairs area will be dedicated as an area for prayer for anyone in the church during Lent. There 

will be a labyrinth and several prayer stations that the youth have picked out as meaningful to them. 
 

And we invite you, all of you, to come down and pray with us. Some of it may be a totally new way of praying for you. 

We hope that you will be open and try it. And above all, we hope that quiet time in the prayer area will become a 

place where you feel close to God.  
 

Sometimes our bodies make us slow down. Sometimes our spirits need us to slow down. May you slow down during 

the season and find time for prayer. And in that slowness may you find the presence of God. 

 

Peace, 

JD 

Youth Calendar  
Sunday School—Sunday  Morning at 10:00am down in the basement (Room B-6)  

Middle School and High School youth gather each week before worship service.  
Lego Workshop every Wednesday at 6:45pm after dinner           

Youth Schedule 

March 1     Youth, 5 pm 

March 8     mission #3 

March 14     let’s go ice skating! 

March 15    Carillon after worship/prayer area opens 

March 22     Summer Mission Trip meeting, 5 pm ($50 deposits due) 

March 29     Mission #4 

April 4     pancake breakfast/mission trip fundraiser  WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH THIS!!   

April 5      Youth, 5 pm 

April 12     Easter Sunday, no youth activities 

Youth Mission Trip Summer of  2020  
June 21 thru 27 
Henderson Settlement - Frakes, KY 
Information Meeting on Sunday, March 22 at 5:00pm for anyone interested in going.  We will 
need chaperones to go on this trip as well.  Please attend the meeting if you are thinking of 
going.   

 

 

Congregational Care 

Healing Touch Clinic 
 

The Healing Touch Clinic is growing on Wednesday afternoon, and on the 

3rd Sunday afternoon of the month.  Since the beginning of this clinic in 

2015, we have served 70 different individuals.  Evaluations have been 

mostly positive, and several folks keep coming back.  Children seem to  

enjoy it more than adults!  We welcome anyone interested in experiencing 

the relaxing sensation of energy work to call Julia Alexander for an  

appointment:  704-579-0781.  There is no charge for this service, but we do 

appreciate donations to the building fund.   

The clinic is held the third Sunday of each month  

and is open to the public.   

Next clinic is Sunday, March. 15 from 3:00 to 5:00pm 

Questions?  Please contact Julia Alexander, 704-455-9753 

GRIEF SHARE 
Thursdays - 6:30 to 8:00 

Feb 13 thru May 14 
 

 

GriefShare got off to a good start 

on Thursday,  Feb 13 with 9  

participants and we are expecting 

a couple more folks to join us. 
 

We have added a video on  

surviving the loss of a spouse and 

this may soon be available to view 

in your own home.  We know 

there are many grieving people in 

our community and are looking 

forward to helping them.   
 

Questions can be directed to the 

church office or Julia Alexander @ 

704-579-0781.  Please keep this 

ministry in your prayers, and refer 

any neighbors or loved ones to 

join us.  The cost is only $15 for 

the workbook.   
 

 

Thank you from the facilitators: 

Julia Alexander, Pam Sciascia, 

Mimi Reynolds, Karen Cobb and 

Alice Williams. 

Silver Sneakers Yoga and 

Exercise Classes  

Are now offered EVERYDAY 

at various times in the  

Fellowship Hall.   

Crystal Passmore is the instructor and is certified by Silver Sneakers.   

If you are a member of Silver Sneakers the class is offered at no charge, if 

you are not a member of Silver Sneakers the cost is $3 per class.  This 

class is designed for all ages and skill levels.  Chairs are available if needed 

for support!  Come and give it a try!  A detailed schedule is hanging on 

the bulletin outside Neal’s office.   

FAITH FILLED YOGA - Every Monday at 6:30pm.  Leslie has been teaching here for 1.5 years now, and has  

enjoyed leading you on your yoga journey.  She welcomes everyone to her classes, no matter what level you are.  

Classes are open to the public, invite your friends and neighbors and give it a try!  There is no set fee, a donation 

of $10 is suggested but Leslie will accept whatever you can give.  

Did You Know? 

• That our website is a great source of information, including a link to the church calendar, copies of each weeks bulletins and 

Neal’s sermons.  Visit www.rockyriver.org and give us your feedback! 

• That you can also be kept informed about what is happening at RRPC by joining our Facebook Page.  If you have a          

Facebook account and want to be included in our group just let Cyndi in the office know! 

• That you can give online?  This is a great option for folks that travel and can’t be here every week!  You can set up a        

recurring payment or use it as needed.  Go to our website (www.rockyriver.org) and click on the “Giving” tab.  It’s easy to  

set up an account!  We also have instructions on how to do it in each pew, as well as a card that you can drop in the         

offering plate each week to indicate that you gave online! 

• That our online directory is available on your smartphone OR your laptop?  We update it on a regular basis so you can have 

access to members current addresses and telephone numbers!  Go to Instant Church Directory and follow the instructions 

to log in!  Make sure Cyndi has your current email address on file as that is what you will need to create a log-in.   

• That we are always looking for new members to join our choir, handbells and children’s chimes? See Stephanie Campbell if 

you are interested in our music program!! 

 



 

 

Children’s News 

from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 
 

Holiness 
 

As we enter into the season of Lent, we are often reminded of our humanity.   

“God is God and we are not.”  Not only that, but we can never make ourselves to be 

worthy to stand in God’s presence, much less get close to God!  But our inner selves 

long to be with God.   
 

In the Old Testament, God keeps urging God’s people over and over to be who they 

were called to be—God’s holy people, set apart to follow God.  “For I am the Lord your 

God; sanctify yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy.” (Leviticus 11:44).  Much of what follows this verse 

are the many ways one is to make oneself holy using cleansing rituals, worship, and offering sacrifices.  In the New 

Testament, with the sacrifice of God’s son, Jesus, we no longer are required to make physical sacrifice and douse 

ourselves in holy water after handling anything unclean, but we are still called to be holy. 
 

What does it mean to be holy in 2020?  How can we be holy?  We are only humans, after all.   
 

To be holy, we must first seek to follow Christ’s example and teachings in all things.   

We are to do the things Christ told us—feed the hungry, free the imprisoned, clothe the 

naked, house the homeless. In the eyes of the poor, the homeless, the naked, the  

prisoner, we will see Christ.  “When you do[ this], you do it to me,” Jesus said. (Matt. .  

25:40) 
 

This is what Lent is about.  Although we may never be able to become holy enough to be 

with God, we continue to do what we can, because God wants us to try.  God knows that, 

as we serve others as though we are serving Jesus himself, we will experience the living 

Christ in new ways.  We will be made holy from within by the power of God’s spirit.   
 

How will you see Christ in others this week?  How will you be Christ to others this week? 

Children 

Confirmation Class 
A new Confirmation class will begin soon for grades 8-9 and older.   Leaders Neal Carter and Sharon Vanpelt will 
assist the group in exploring the Christian faith and discussing how we live out that faith as Presbyterians.  If your 
child will be attending, contact Sharon Vanpelt as soon as possible so that we may schedule classes and purchase 
resources. 

Sacraments Education for children and families will be held Sundays, March 8-29, during Sunday 

School (10:00 a.m.).  The class will meet separately from Godly Play, in Room 206 across from the choir 

room.  (Godly Play will continue to meet as scheduled.)  This class is offered each year and can lead to First  

Communion recognition before the congregation.  These lessons and activities are part of our educational program 

for children age 5-8 or older children who have not yet been through First Communion education.  Parents may 

attend the classes but are not required to attend.  For more information, or to let us know you that will attend,  

contact Sharon Vanpelt. 

Nursery caregivers needed 

You can make a difference in the life of a child, a family, and this congregation.  See Mandy Williams or Cindy 

Spickard to select dates you can serve in the church nursery.  And if you have a special desire to keep nursery  

during Sunday School, let us know.  We appreciate those that have joined us so far!   

 

 

Godly Play Schedule for March 

Please secure a substitute if you will not be present on your assigned date. 

Spring Fling and Breakfast with the Easter Bunny!!  Saturday, April 4 
 

Pancake Breakfast to benefit our Youth Summer Mission Trip 

8:30am to 11am ● Fellowship Hall 

DONATIONS TO YOUTH MISSION TRIP ACCEPTED 

Pancakes and fixins!   
 

 

RRPC Spring Fling ● 10am to 12pm in the Grove ● Easter Story, Games, and Egg Hunt ●  All are Welcome!!  

2020   Godly Play I Godly Play II 

Mar. 1 
1st Sunday of 

Lent 
The Mystery of Easter (Lenten Puzzle) 

Sharon/Mandy Ide 

The Mystery of Easter (Lenten Puzzle)  

Dave/Kenza 

Mar. 8 
2nd Sunday of 

Lent 
Faces of Easter 1&2 

Julia A/Magan  

Faces of Easter 1&2 

Cindy/Mandy W 

Mar. 15 
3rd Sunday of 

Lent 
Faces of Easter 3 

Janet/Magan 

Faces of Easter 3 

Cindy/Mandy W 

Mar. 22 
4th Sunday of 

Lent 
Faces of Easter 4 

Janet/Mandy Ide 

Faces of Easter 4 

Dave/Candice 

Mar. 29 
5th Sunday of 

Lent 
Faces of Easter 5 

Erica/Kathy 

Faces of Easter 5 

Cindy/Niki 

Apr. 5 Palm Sunday 
Faces of Easter 6 

Dave/Mandy Ide 

Faces of Easter 6 

Sharon/Magan 

Sunday through Thursday,  

6:00 – 8:15 p.m.   

Wednesdays in Lent 

We will continue our tradition of faith-filled conversation around the dinner tables on Wednesdays through Lent.  

Using a brief “word for thought” from Neal, and table activities such as trivia, conversation starters and puzzles to 

do on your own, we hope to get folks talking and thinking about important biblical truths.  

Filling Easter Eggs - We are going to try something different this year.  Instead of asking for donations of bags of 

candy to be stuffed on a Wednesday night, we are asking you to take home a dozen or two empty eggs, and return 

them already stuffed with candy!  The eggs will be available on Wednesday March 4 at the dinner.   

Take as many as you want—and return them filled with candy no later than Wednesday, April 1 for the 

Spring Fling on the 4th!  Please use individually WRAPPED candy only.  Thank you!   


