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A Message From the Pastor - Neal Carter 

 I find myself in hospitals quite often it seems.  The folks at the front desk  

of CHS-NorthEast know me pretty well. Often, I visit with patients facing surgeries 

and procedures.  These moments of heading to the unknown can be a bit  

unsettling to many.  There are many ways to attempt to get people prepared for 

upcoming procedures. However, some of the greatest preparation is for the  

patient to speak with someone who has experienced and recovered from a similar 

surgery as they are facing.  I have seen it—someone facing open-heart surgery 

visiting with someone who has recovered from open-heart surgery. The person 

who has already been through the procedure can testify to what the experience 

was like, and that can be encouraging to the patient and her/his family as well.   

I have seen it be transformative to the attitude of the patient waiting to have  

surgery. 

 With Transfiguration Sunday upon us, Jesus takes Peter, James, and 

John up the mountain.  There, Jesus receives some unusual visitors in the  

dazzling brightness of the mountain top. Old Testament heroes, Moses and  

Elijah (two folks long since departed from the earth) visit Jesus for a conversation. 

We don’t know what they talk about, but this visit with Moses and Elijah is surely 

an encouragement to Jesus on his mission.  

 Peter, James, and John observe this encounter; and they are frightened. 

They can even see Moses and Elijah (oddly, they know who Moses and Elijah 

are, but we are not told how they would know who they are). Peter, who always 

seems to just blurt out words, suggests building some shelters, but then God 

speaks to them in a profound way: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to 

him!”  God’s presence surely provided assurance to Jesus.  Both Moses and  

Elijah met with God on a mountain at different times many years earlier, and they 

were encouraged in their work (Exodus 33 & 1 Kings 19).  Moses and Elijah are 

like patients who have been through procedures before guiding a new patient 

through the same experience.  They offer guidance to Jesus.  Jesus offers  

guidance to his disciples and to us. 

 Prior to coming up the mountain, Jesus told his disciples that he will be 

killed and then rise again (Luke 9:21-23).  God is now urging the disciples to  

prepare for this change that is coming for Jesus—and ultimately for them  

and us.   

 On the mountain, Jesus is transfigured (transformed).  The life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus changes everything. The life, death, and resurrection of  

Jesus transfigures us (transforms us).   

 Transfiguration Sunday leads us to Ash Wednesday, Lent, and Easter.  

Transfiguration Sunday challenges us to follow Jesus … to be transformed by 

him.  Transfiguration calls for us to be transformed by Christ as a church, as  

families, as individuals.  May this Transfiguration Sunday transform us to be more 

like Christ.  God calls to us like the disciples: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen 

to him!”  Are we listening too? 
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Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 

All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship. 

Tuesday, March 5 

Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church Parlor 

Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m., the home of Mimi Reynolds 

All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible 

Studies.  We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, 

prayer and fellowship.  We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!  We meet the first Tuesday of 

each month.  

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP MEALS 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

COST: $5/meal, $15/family maximum 
 

ALL ARE INVITED! 

Menu For March 

March 6 -  Breakfast for Dinner 
Free Community Meal 

 

March 13 - Herb Crusted Pork Tenderloin 

March 20 -  Chicken/Rice/Broccoli 

March 27 - Slow Cooker Pork Chops 
 

To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming when you 

sign the attendance book or call the office. 

       

 FAMILY GAME 

NIGHT!! 

 

Friday March 8th and 22nd 

7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Bring your favorite game and a snack to share! 

Let’s invite friends and neighbors to join us! 
Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano  

at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Recurring Events and Special Projects 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  John Rankin; Butch McDonald; Elizabeth Murphy; Linda and Teddy McCachren; 

Lori Cagle Earnhardt, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Avery Phillips, friend of Alice Williams; John Davis, friend of  

Joey and Kathy Dulin; Jeff Pigg and family, nephew of Janet Little, suffering from a brain tumor;  Frank Kluttz, friend 

of Ashelyn Earley; Regan O’brian, friend of Alice Williams; Marcia Theroux; The Windsor Family, family of Susan 

Jones;  Kylie Wilson, friend of the Giuliano’s; Kathy Hoover; Theresa Hively and Jacob Roberts, friends of Traci Bird; 

Rick Rhodes, uncle of Traci Bird, Linda McCachren; Randy Baker, father of Delaney who attends our youth group; 

Don and Pat Bechtol, parents of Chris Bechtol; Frank Graham (former member); Keith Long, son of Darlene Chase; 

Buddy Holson, friend of Jimmy Stafford and Mary Litteral; Michelle Pena Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry and Linda 

Clark; Phyllis Griffin; Teresa Faw, family of Alice Williams; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark; Neil Cochran; Amber 

Ritter, co-worker of Deb Carter; Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura Milliken; Shorty McCachren; Pat 

McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of Dori Swaringen; Wes Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of 

Darren Bird; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and 

Helene Linenberger;  Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan Milliken; Marlene Howard; Kay 

Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams.  

If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care—WE WANT TO KNOW!  

Please call Pastor Neal directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!) 

or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and offer assistance. 
 

Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com       Church Office: 704.455.2479   

Prayer Requests 

Please call the church office to have your requests updated on Monday of each week.  

 

 

Scouting News  

 

Mr. & Mrs. Brad Earley 

And Boy Scout Troop 83 

Cordially invite you to attend the  

Eagle Scout Court of Honor for  

Brandon Earley 
Sunday March 3, 2019 

3:00p.m. 

Rocky River Presbyterian Church 

Reception following ceremony 

Cubmaster Jason Dickson of Pack 83 and  

Scoutmaster Ed Watson of Troop 83, were 

both awarded the District Award of Merit, 

which recognizes them for outstanding  

service by the District.  

Pack 83 collected 730 pounds of food for the newly constructed Food Pantry at   

Rocky River Presbyterian Church,  which was greatly appreciated by HCAM!!   

They “scouted” for food from The Mills and River Hills neighborhoods 



 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of February 

Friday, March 1  Ruth 3:1-18 and Matt. 5:38-48  

Saturday, March 2  Ruth  4:1-22 and Matt. 6:1-6 

Sunday, March 3  Dan. 7:9-10, 13-14 and John 12:27-36a 

Monday, March 4  Deut. 6:1-15 and John 1:1-18 

Tuesday, March 5  Deut. 6:16-25 and John 1:19-28 

Wednesday, March 6 Jonah 3:1-4:11 and Luke 18:9-14 

Thursday, March 7             Deut. 7:6-11 and John 1:29-34 

Friday, March 8  Deut. 7:12-16 and John 1:35-42 

Saturday, March 9  Deut. 7:17-26 and John 1:43-51 

Sunday, March 10   Jer. 9:23-24 and Mark 2:18-22 

Monday, March 11  Deut. 8:1-20 and John 2:1-12 

Tuesday, March 12  Deut. 9:(1-3) 4-12 and John 2:13-22 

Wednesday, March 13 Deut. 9:13-21 and John 2:23-3:15 

Thursday, March 14  Deut. 9:23-10:5 and John 3:16-21 

Friday, March 15  Deut. 10:12-22 and John 3:22-36 

Saturday, March 16  Deut 11:18-28 and John 4:1-26 

Sunday, March 17  Jer. 1:1-10 and Mark 3:31-4:9 

Monday, March 18  Jer 1:11-19 and John 4:27-42 

Tuesday, March 19  Jer. 2:1-13, 29-32 and John 4:43-54 

Wednesday, March 20 Jer. 3:6-18 and John 5:1-18 

Thursday, March 21  Jer. 4:9-10, 19-28 and John 5:19-29 

Friday, March 22  Jer. 5:1-9 and John 5:30-47 

Saturday, March 23   Jer. 5:20-31 and John 7:1-3 

Sunday, March 24   Jer. 6:9-15 and Mark 5:1-20 

Monday, March 25  Jer. 7:1-15 and John 7:14-36 

Tuesday, March 26  Jer. 7:21-34 and John 7:37-52  

Wednesday, March 27 Jer. 8:4-7, 18-9:6 and John 8:12-20 

Thursday, March 28  Jer. 10:11-24 and John 8:21-32 

Friday, March 29  Jer. 10:11-24 and John 8:33-47 

Saturday, March 30  Jer. 13:1-11 and John 8:47-59 

Sunday, March 31  Jer. 14:1-9 (10-16) 17-22 and Mark 8:11-21 

Podcasts 

 

We record our Worship service weekly. 

We have 100 weekly listeners from 

many parts of the state and country.  

The podcast is an outreach ministry. If 

you missed church, you can listen in 

the week you missed. Some people 

prefer to visit us online before visiting a 

live worship. It is also a convenient way 

to share our church message with a 

friend or take worship to a person the 

cannot attend.  
 

 

Apple. Go to the iTunes App Store and 

download the Podcast App. Many times 

the Podcast app is already installed on 

iPhones. Once you install the app 

search for Rocky River Presbyterian 

Church. You will see our weekly list of 

Worship podcasts listed. You can click 

a podcast and it will download and play 

this single podcast. Or you can hit the 

subscribe button and the podcast will 

automatically down load when the new 

weekly podcast is ready.  
 

Android. Go to Google Play store and 

download the podcast app. Once you 

install the app search for Rocky River  

Presbyterian Church. You will see our 

weekly list of Worship podcasts listed. 

You can click a podcast and it will 

download and play this single podcast. 

Or you can hit the subscribe button and 

the podcast will automatically down 

load when the new weekly podcast is 

ready.  

2019 PROPOSED BUDGET:  $408,653  ACTUAL YTD:  

NEEDED PER MONTH:  $34,054  NEEDED PER WEEK:  $7,858 

WEEK GIVING 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

2/3/2019 $8,722 +$864 -$25,332 

2/10/2019 $5,199 -$2,659 -$20,133 

2/17/2019 $4,981 -$2,877 -$15,152 

2/24/2019 17,544 +9,686 +2,392 

Education Building - The balance of the loan as of 2/15/2019 is $ 338,310                        

 
 

 

Rocky River Readers 

Men’s Breakfast 

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, March 17 at 9:00a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers.  What a great  

opportunity for fellowship among our men! 

Questions?  Please contact Jerry Clark at 704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net 

 
 

The Rocky River Readers Book Club will be discussing 

the Aimee Leduc series of books by Cara Black.  This  

series follows Aimee who is a private investigator in Paris, 

France.  Each book takes place in a different part of Paris.  

Readers can select what they read from the 18 books in 

this mystery series.  Aimee is a chic, no-nonsense  

computer hacker turned Parisian private investigator extraordinaire who hunts down murderers in this New York 

Times best seller series.  We hope those who enjoy reading and discussing books will join us in the church parlor  

for the March discussion on Monday, March 25 at 7pm.  

Questions?  Please contact Marie Morrison at  704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net 

 

Theology on Tap with Neal will be held Monday, March 11 at 7:00pm.  We meet at  

Vortex Bottle Shop in Harrisburg.  Come and enjoy a lively discussion centered around life 

and theology.  All are welcome!!   

Theology on Tap 

New Photographs for the  

Online Directory 

Our online church directory needs to be 

updated.  Ruth Ann McDonald is taking 

pictures of members/families before and after 

Worship in the Fellowship Hall.  Steve Mitchem is 

taking pictures at Wednesday Night Fellowship. 

Please get an updated picture taken.  Or, if you 

have a recent picture to submit yourself, send it 

to Cyndi Conway at churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

Help us get this project completed. 

Yo Yo Quilt Project  

The YoYo quilt is coming right along thanks to Darlene Chase 

& Linda Murray!  We have enough squares to add another row 

to the existing piece we were presented with before  

Christmas.  The group will meet on Friday, March 8  at 10 am 

upstairs in the new Fellowship building, & I think it will be  

easier to sit around the session table and attach this row to 

the others; this step seems easier than making circles!!   

Come join us and have some stitching fun.     
 

Questions:  Contact Julie Alexander at 704-455-9753 

Ash Wednesday Service - March 6th at 7:00pm 

Our Ash Wednesday service will begin at 7:00pm on March 6th after the community 

meal.  The Congregational Connections Team will be serving the meal, beginning at 

6:00pm.  We will have breakfast for dinner and all are welcome.  We have invited our 

friends from Bellefonte to join us, and the service will take place in the Fellowship 

Hall.  Rev. Sonya MacAuley Allen (from Bellefonte) will lead the service with Neal.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLkZy8i6_eAhVnk-AKHd5qArwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstthomaswichita.com%2Ffaithformation%2Fadult-ff%2Fyoung-adults%2F392-theology-on-tap&psig=AOvVaw3DButonIgB


 

 

Buildings and Grounds News 

Congregational Care 

Healing Touch Clinic 
Healing Touch activity is picking up at Rocky River, and I have more  

students inquiring about our Clinic on the 2nd Sunday of the month.   

The next clinic is scheduled on March 10th and there will be a sign up sheet 

available in the vestibule.  Last time we had some walk-ins, which we were 

able to accommodate, but it helps in planning to have appointments.  The 

Wednesday afternoons have also been busy this month, and offer more in 

depth sessions up to an hour.  Donations for the building fund amounted to 

almost $200, which is a good thing.   
 

The clinic is held the second Sunday of each month  

and is open to the public.   

Next clinic is Sunday, March. 10 from 2:30 to 5:00pm 

Questions?  Please contact Julia Alexander, 704-455-9753/2jralex@ctc.net 

 The basement area clean-up workday went very well and we are now ready for the shelving to be installed. 

We anticipate this project being completed by the end of March.  The HCAM food pantry is open and the first few 

weeks have been trouble free and everyone involved feels very positive about their new location.  

 The heat in the Sanctuary has been converted to gas, and the work was completed in less than a week.  We 

had one minor glitch in the system, which resulted in a leak in the Sanctuary, but that has been cleaned up and all 

repairs will be completed by month end.  Thank you to King McCachren, Jim Pharr, Jim Rockel, and Joe Novobilski 

for their help in handling this cleanup.    

   Work has started on renovation of the old kitchen, now the youth area’s kitchen.  Ross Linker estimates it will 

cost around $1,900 to enclosed the windows with brick.  This will help prevent water intrusion once landscaping is 

completed.  David Murray indicated HVAC units need to be raised to allow slope change to permit diversion of water 

on the upper level of the area. Drainage pipes to remove water from areas of the breezeway are broken or clogged. 

Work is needed to assure water is safely removed. 

 A recommendation was made to install outlets outside the sanctuary on the side walls nearest the parking lot.  

It appears to that additional circuits are available in the electrical panel box to allow adding outlets and outside lights, 

however a qualified electrician is needed to assure our assessment is correct.   

 Repairs are needed on the pulpit sofa.  Back leg wheels are dislodged and caused wood to break.   

The Building and Grounds committee meets the first Monday of each month at 6:00pm.  Our next meeting is  

March 4th.  We can always use help!!  

Interested?  Contact any member of the committee: 

Billy Carriker, 980.521.5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com 

Jim Pharr, 980-329-6225/jlpharr@aol.com 

King McCachren, 980-213-0180/rockyriverpkpl@msn.com 

Coupons for the Military 
 

We are no longer supporting this ministry due to lack of  
volunteers to run the program.   

GRIEF SHARE 
Thursdays - 6:30 to 8:00 

Feb 21 thru May 23 
 

Our Spring GriefShare series  

began with 18 people in  

attendance. 
 

There is a great need for comfort 

and support in our community. 

Please continue to pray for this 

group of people who have come to 

RRPC for this ministry. 
 

GriefShare is a friendly, caring 

group of people who will walk 

alongside you through one of life’s 

most difficult experiences. You 

don’t have to go through the  

grieving process alone.  
 

Thank you from the facilitators: 

Julia Alexander, Pam Sciascia, 

Mimi Reynolds and Alice Williams. 

 

 

Church Life 
March Birthdays 

Service Volunteers  

Chiming the Hour 

March 3     Colton Heavey 

March 10   Isabella Rockel 

March 17   James Ide 

March 24   Anna Talton 

March 31   Colton Heavey 

A Time for Children 

March 3     Sharon Vanpelt 

March 10   Neal Carter 

March 17   JD McNutt 

March 24   Tommy Heavey 

March 31    Neal Carter 

Bread Ministry 

March 3     Shirley Rockel 

March 10   Alice Williams 

March 17   Carol Lyerly 

March 24   Mary Loraas 

March 31  Linda Clark 

Worship Assistants 

March 3     Kathy Linker 

March 10   Candice Shepard 

March 17   Emma Wakeman 

March 24   Gigi Hunnicutt 

March 31   Ben Burr 

Infant & Toddler Nursery 

March 3  Mandy Williams and Susan Geist 

March  10  Theresa Watson and Krista Eason 

March 17   Janet Little and Rebecca Murray 

March 24  Susan Jones and Niki Schneider 

March 31  Tommy  and Erica Heavey 

Ushers 

Week 1: Butch & Ruth Ann McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Mike/Betsy Biggers 

Week 2:  Jim Pharr, Patrick Spickard, Dave Mowery, Bob Windell, Ted Dickason 

Week 3:  Steve/Priscilla Giuliano, Steve Jewett, Dianne/Tim Savelle, Jim Stafford 

Week 4:  Dori/Scott Swaringen, Jeff Thomas, Bob Carter, Devin Shepard & Charlie 

Week 5:  Phil/Chase Tipton, Brad/Brandon Earley, Ed Watson 

This list was generated from our Church Windows database.  If I have missed someone I apologize sincerely!  

 Please let me know if anyone is missing from this list and send the correct information to  

churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.   

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Mike Biggers 3/1 Evan Spickard 3/17 

Bob Brombacher 3/2 Ray Clawson 3/17 

Alisha Williams 3/4 Audrey Reynolds 3/18 

Andy Jenkins 3/4 Emma Wakeman 3/18 

Steve Jewett 3/4 Skylar  Cole 3/18 

Anna Talton 3/6 Brad Earley 3/22 

Jerry Clark 3/9 Jonathan Donnelly 3/23 

Gigi Hunnicutt 3/10 Becky Graham 3/24 

Jeff Thomas 3/10 Devin Rockel 3/24 

Grace Bechtol 3/11 Melissa Horton 3/26 

Candice Shepard 3/13 Michael Eason 3/26 

Chelsea Campbell 3/14 Alison Dulin 3/28 

Tristen Rockel 3/14 Julia Alexander 3/29 

Ben Schneider 3/15 Joe Eason 3/31 

Justin Linker 3/15 Kingston Young 3/31 

Jane T alton 3/16 Patrick Spickard 3/31 



 

 

Youth 
Youth News 
from JD McNutt, Youth Director 
 

Woes Surrounded by Blessings 
 

On the recent  youth ski trip a voice spoke over the intercom and said the words that no youth 

director wants to hear. “JD McNutt please report to the information desk”. I already knew what 

it meant for one of the youth had just come up to me...“JD, Elizabeth is hurt.” She had been  

going down a hill and went off the path and hit some large rocks. And so began the last few weeks of woes and 

blessings. Those are the only words that come to mind to describe it for one of the youth was hurt, and it was also 

my stepdaughter. My stepdaughter of only a couple weeks.  
 

2 1/2 days in the hospital, a broken and fractured pelvis, broken upper arm. Thankfully this was all surrounded by 

blessings. After 2 1/2 days of possibly needing surgery she was cleared to go home with no surgery. Thankfully she 

is recovering really well. She has an amazing determination to overcome this hurdle. 
 

And the adults on the trip truly stepped up and got the rest of the youth dinner that we had ordered, fed them, got 

them off the mountain that night, got them to the hotel, and home the next day. Devin and Audrey, I applaud you and 

so appreciate what you did so I could be with my family during this time.  
 

And the youth really stepped up and helped. You guys called and texted everyday to see how Elizabeth was doing. 

Exactly what a youth director hopes for in a youth group is that presence of community. And I also applaud you guys 

for a week later you all secretly had lunch after church and cleaned the Youth area downstairs. It looks amazing!!! 
 

Another woe. In 1 day I have to sign away and sell my childhood home. And I hate to do it. I had always dreamed of 

returning here to live. However, my mom’s care must come first. And honestly, the offer could not have been at a 

better time. And so it has also been surrounded by blessings. I have been able to reconnect with old friends and 

neighbors - a different but also important community that has been a blessing to me. 
 

Well, my last woe of the day. I had to wake up at 5 am this morning. That may be more of a whoa than a woe...lol. 

However, the blessing of the sunrise surrounds it. 
 

You know guys, whether you are in middle school, high school, college, or even adult-ing there are going to be days 

of woes. It just happens. We each have a choice to become bitter about it or to look and see blessings. May each of 

you find yourselves surrounded by blessings. 

Peace, 

JD 

Youth Calendar  
Sunday School—Sunday  Morning at 10:00am down in the basement (Room B-6)  

Middle School and High School youth gather each week before worship service.  
Bible Study every Wednesday at 6:45pm after dinner           

March 3 Youth 6 pm 

March 10 Youth 6 pm 

March 17 Carillon after worship service 

March 24  Youth 6 pm          

March 29 Hike Day 

March 31 Youth 6 pm 

Congratulations JD and Marie    

The Presbyterian Women  
and the Youth Group invite you to 

 a reception for the happy couple on  
Saturday , March 9 from 2:00pm to 4:00pm  

in the Fellowship Hall 
    All are invited to celebrate this union! 

 

 

Silver Sneakers - is now 

being offered on Monday and 

Tuesday mornings.   

The Classic Class is offered 

on Monday mornings at 

10:00am or 11:00am.   

This class focuses on  

strengthening muscles and  

increasing range of movement 

for daily life activities.  

Participants can use hand-held weights, elastic tubing with 

handles and a SilverSneakers ball. Often a chair is used for 

seated exercises or standing support.   

The Yoga Class is offered on Tuesday mornings at 

10:00am.  This class is designed for all ages and skill levels.  

Chairs are available if needed for support!   

The cost for each class is $3 unless you are offered Silver 

Sneakers through your insurance.  There is no charge if you 

have the insurance.   

Questions:  Contact Crystal Passmore at 704-960-8265 

Hometown Holy Yoga  
It’s a new year why not discover a 

new YOU? 

Join us weekly, every MONDAY @ 

6:30pm, for an hour of yoga,  

worship, fellowship, rest and the  

most authentic community ever! 
 

Grab a mat and a friend and let’s make 2019 

great. These classes are accessible for beginners and 

advanced practitioners alike.  
 

There’s something for EVERYONE, ALL are welcome 

and belong here! 

There is no need to sign up—just show up!  There is no 

set fee - a donation will be accepted at the door.   
 

Questions?  Contact Leslie Bost Wagner at  704-298-2662 or 

leslie.bost@yahoo.com 

Book Sale - The Presbyterian 

Women's Used Book Sale will  

be on Saturday, April 6th from 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm in the  

Fellowship Hall.  Money from the sale will go to the  

Capital Campaign. Used books (fiction, non-fiction,  

children's), jigsaw puzzles, board games, music CDs, 

cassette tapes, and VHS tapes can be brought to the 

church for the sale.  Items should be in good condition.   

Items will be sorted and displayed for easy "shopping" 

on April 6th.   

We hope members, neighbors, readers of all ages will 

come to shop.  Please spread the word! 
 

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-

3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Mission Trip to Costa Rica 

The trip is set for July 26 – August 3, 

2019. 

We will be working with Rice and Beans 

Ministries which operates in Poas near 

San Rafael, Costa Rica. During our trip 

we will be doing a variety of ministries such as working 

on homes in the area, feeding families, and helping to 

teach children about the Gospel. Above all we hope to 

build relationships with the people of Costa Rica and be 

disciples of God’s love. If you would like to learn more 

about Rice and Beans ministries I encourage you to look 

at their website, www.rabmin.org 

A planning meeting will be held on Sunday, 

March 10 at 5:30pm.  All participants should try 

to attend, and any parents of teenagers need to 

be here as well.   

Questions—Contact Tommy Heavey: 704-453-9328 or 

Thomas@locdoc.net   

• That our website is a great source of information, including a link to the church calendar, copies of each weeks bulletins and 

Neal’s sermons.  Visit www.rockyriver.org and give us your feedback! 

• That you can also be kept informed about what is happening at RRPC by joining our Facebook Page.  If you have a          

Facebook account and want to be included in our group just let Cyndi in the office know! 

• That you can give online?  This is a great option for folks that travel and can’t be here every week!  You can set up a        

recurring payment or use it as needed.  Go to our website (www.rockyriver.org) and click on the “Giving” tab.  It’s easy to  

set up an account!  We also have instructions on how to do it in each pew, as well as a card that you can drop in the         

offering plate each week to indicate that you gave online! 

• That our online directory is available on your smartphone OR your laptop?  We update it on a regular basis so you can have 

access to members current addresses and telephone numbers!  Go to Instant Church Directory and follow the instructions 

to log in!  Make sure Cyndi has your current email address on file as that is what you will need to create a log-in.   

• That we are always looking for new members to join our choir, handbells and children’s chimes? See Stephanie Campbell if 

you are interested in our music program!! 

 

Did You Know? 

http://www.rabmin.org


 

 

Children’s News 

from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 

Teaching the Faith 
 

Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at Rocky River?  Contact 

Sharon Vanpelt (dce@rockyriver.org) or Cindy Spickard (thespickardfamily@gmail.com)   
 

Last week someone asked if we have a place where our children can learn things such 

as the Books of the Bible, or some of the old songs that taught us Bible verses and faith 

concepts.  I had to answer that while that is not part of our regular Christian Education 

practice now, it has been on my mind.    

Today I heard a wondrous, worshipful thing.  I heard a young child reciting (not reading) parts of the Lord’s Prayer. 

Clearly he had been attending worship regularly for some time, because he had heard this prayer enough that he 

picked up the rhythm of the recitation from many of you who surrounded him in worship services.  OK, he was  

missing major parts and getting some words wrong, and sometimes he just stopped, but he kept going, until he was 

able to loudly pronounce “the power, and the glory, forever, Amen.”  It was a textbook example of why this  

congregation believes strongly in having children in worship.   
 

But it’s not just children who can learn in worship.  I remember the first time I, as a newcomer, was able to sing the 

Benediction response song without looking at the words.  I think that was when I really felt that I was part of the  

worshipping congregation.  I felt like I could tell someone that this (pass the peace, give 10 cents a meal, hold  

communion elements until all are served, etc.) is what we do here.   
 

When we move from “THEY do this” to “WE do this”, we experience the true community of faith we frequently talk 

about.  Then, as we become more involved in the congregation, “This is what we do” becomes “This is how we live” 

and then it becomes, “This is who we are.”   

Soon we hope to begin a new series of confirmation classes.  These stages are some of the primary content of our 

table conversations.  If churches have done their jobs well, our young people will come to that beginning feeling of 

belonging to God, and they will be challenged to continue moving forward  to discover what that means for their faith 

journey as they seek to live in today’s world.  That journey doesn’t just begin in confirmation; it began at each child’s 

baptism.  Everything we do for and with our children and youth will be formative for their faith, one way or another.   

This is what we do.  We say these words. 

This is how we live.  We do these tasks. 

This is who we are.  We are children of God who love because God first loved us.  

Children 

Wednesdays in Lent 
We will be looking at The Apostles’ Creed around the dinner table on Wednesday 

evenings during Lent.  Using Trivia, Conversation Starters and activities to do on 

your own, we will explore what we say we believe in this important document of 

Christian history.   

Confirmation Class 
A new Confirmation class will begin soon for grades 8-9 and older.   Leaders Neal Carter and Sharon Vanpelt will 

assist the group in exploring the Christian faith and discussing how we live out that faith as Presbyterians.  If your 

child will be attending, contact Sharon Vanpelt as soon as possible so that we may schedule classes and purchase 

resources. 

 

 

Godly Play Schedule for March 

Please secure a substitute if you will not be present on your assigned date. 

Spring Fling and Breakfast with 

the Easter Bunny!! 
 

Saturday, April 13 
 

Cub Scout Pack 83  

Pancake Breakfast 

8am to 11am 

Fellowship Hall 

$5 per person ALL YOU CAN EAT 

Pancakes and fixins!   
 

Rumor has it the Easter Bunny will 

make an appearance!   
 

RRPC Spring Fling 
10am to 12pm - Grove 

Face Painting, Crafts and Games  

at 10:00am 

Interactive Easter Story at 11:00 

Egg Hunt at 11:30 

 

Sunday through Thursday.   

Notice the change in month!  Mark your calendars now!!  We will 

need volunteers to help make this VBS out of this world!  

2019 Godly Play I Godly Play II 

Mar. 3 The Transfiguration   (Sharon) The Transfiguration  (Dave) 

Mar. 10 Lenten Puzzle       (Cindy/Sharon) City of Jerusalem 1     (Julie/Janet) 

Mar. 17 Faces of Easter 1     (Joey/Dave) City of Jerusalem 2     (Erica/Mandy) 

Mar. 24 Faces of Easter 2     (Jane/Beau) City of Jerusalem 3    (Dave/Cindy) 

Mar. 31 Faces of Easter 3    (Janet/Kathy) City of Jerusalem 4    (Erica/Sharon) 

Apr. 7 Faces of Easter 4     (Sharon/Mandy) City of Jerusalem 4     (Joey/Dave) 

mailto:dce@rockyriver.org

