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A Message From the Pastor - Neal Carter 

With the month of June this year, Pentecost arrives.  Yes, Pentecost is an important celebration in the Church, but its 

roots are in the Hebrew scriptures.  If you go back and read the Hebrew scriptures, you will discover that Pentecost 

was one of the Jewish feast days (it wasn’t called Pentecost—that's the Greek name). The Jews called it the Feast  

of Harvest or the Feast of Weeks (it is mentioned five places in the first five books: Exodus 23, Exodus 24, Leviticus 

16, Numbers 28, and Deuteronomy 16). 
 

It was the celebration of the beginning of the early weeks of harvest. In that region there were two harvests each 

year. The early harvest came during the months of May and June; the final harvest came in the Fall. Pentecost was 

the celebration of the beginning of the early wheat harvest, which meant that Pentecost always fell sometime during 

the middle of the month of May or sometimes in early June. 
 

There were several festivals, celebrations, or observances that took place before Pentecost. There was Passover, 

there was Unleavened Bread, and there was the Feast of First-fruits. The Feast of First-fruits was the celebration of 

the beginning of the barley harvest. According to the Hebrew texts, you would go to the day of the celebration of First

-fruits, and beginning with that day, you would count off 50 days. The fiftieth day would be the Day of Pentecost.  

So, First-fruits is the beginning of the barley harvest and Pentecost the celebration of the beginning of the wheat  

harvest. Since it was always 50 days after First fruits, and since 50 days equals seven weeks, it always came a 

"week of weeks" later. Therefore, they either called it the Feast of Harvest or the Feast of Weeks. Pentecost is Greek 

for 50 weeks.  
 

This was an extremely important festival season in the life of the Jewish community.  According to Jewish Law, all 

the adult Jewish men would come from wherever they were living to Jerusalem and personally be in attendance  

during this celebration. That is why there are so many people in Jerusalem for Pentecost in Acts 2.  In Acts 2, the 

Church remembers Pentecost, not to celebrate a wheat harvest, but to remember when the Holy Spirit comes and 

fills the disciples.  Pentecost is the beginning of the Church as we know it. 
 

The account in Act 2 reports that, after Jesus ascended in to heaven, Jesus’ followers were gathered together for the 

Feast of Harvest (Pentecost), and the Holy Spirit “filled the whole house where they were sitting” (Acts 2:2). “All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them” (Acts 2:4).  

This strange occurrence drew a large crowd, and Peter stood up to speak to them about repentance and the Gospel 

(Acts 2:14).   By the end of the day that the Holy Spirit came, the Church grew by 3,000 people (Acts 2:41). This is 

why we still celebrate Pentecost as Church.  
 

When we are baptized at the font, we believe that the same baptism of the Spirit is present for us as Christians all 

these years later.  
 

As well, Peter used a passage from Joel 2:28-29 that calls our attention to this arrival of Spirit:  “And afterward, I will 

pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young 

men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.” 

When the Spirit was poured out, people of all ages began to proclaim the Gospel of Christ, and began to have  

visions of what God called them to be—all the possibilities of what the Church could be.  The same Spirit is poured 

out on us today, giving us the same opportunity to share the Gospel, no matter what age we are.  We have the same 

Spirit and the same opportunity to dream dreams and envision what we are called to be—as individuals and as 

RRPC.   
 

I have seen this Spirit at work in RRPC over the past month.  Jason Dickson of Pack 83 has been hard at work to 

clear trails between the Scout Hut and the Church in preparation for the Scout summer day camp that will be held 

here in June.  King McCachren has been working on an area in the grove to make it a garden space and potential 

prayer area.  Several other ideas that have been shared for our campus are a Columbarium and a Labyrinth for pray-

er.   

All of these dreams and visions are great and spiritual ways to use the space that God has entrusted to us.  There 

are other dreams and visions out in our congregation for RRPC as well.   

As the we celebrate Pentecost this year, allow the Spirit to fill you anew.  Allow the Spirit to transform you, your  

family, and RRPC.      



 

 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles 
All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for  study and fellowship. 

Tuesday, June 4 
Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church Parlor 
Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m.  Home of Priscilla Giuliano 
All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible Studies.  We strive 
to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, prayer and fellowship.  We would love to  
welcome some new faces to our groups!  We meet the first Tuesday of each month.  

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Rocky River Readers -  

Monday, June 24th at 7:00pm  
 

The Prayer Box by Lisa Wingate.   

When Lola Anne Poole, an old-timer 

on Hatteras Island, passes away, the 

struggling young mother in her rental  

cottage, Tandi Jo Reese, finds 

herself charged with the task of cleaning out 

Lola’s rambling Victorian house.   

Tandi never expects to find more than a  

temporary hiding place within Lola’s walls, but 

everything changes with the discovery of eighty-

one carefully decorated prayer boxes, one for 

each year, spanning from Lola’s youth to her last 

days. Hidden in the boxes is the story of a lifetime, 

one final lesson that could change everything for 

Tandi. 
Questions?  Please contact Marie Morrison at  704-

455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP 
MEALS 

6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
COST: $5/meal, $15/family maximum 

 

ALL ARE INVITED! 

Menu For June 

June 5 - Summer Kick-Off 
Free Community Meal 

 

June 12 – Matchmaker’s Chicken 
 

June 19 - Dijon Maple Glazed Pork  
 

June 26 - Chicken Cacciatore 
 

To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming 

when you sign the attendance book or call 

the office. 

       

FAMILY GAME 
NIGHT!! 

Friday June 7 & 

June 21 

 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Bring your favorite game and  
a snack to share!  

Let’s invite friends and neighbors  
to join us! 

 

Questions? Contact Priscilla Giuliano  

at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 
 

 

Recurring Events and Special Projects 

 

Theology on Tap with Neal will 

be held Monday, June 10 at 

7:00pm.  We will meet at  

The Percent Tap House in  

Harrisburg.  Come and enjoy a 

lively discussion centered 

around life and theology.   

All are welcome!!   

Faith-filled Yoga -  
EVERY MONDAY, 6:30pm ~ 1 hour of 

yoga, worship, fellowship, rest and the 

most authentic community ever!  Grab a 

mat and a friend. These classes are accessible for 

beginners and advanced practitioners alike. 

There’s something for EVERYONE, ALL are  

welcome and belong here! *no need to sign up, 

just show up ~ there is no set fee - a donation will 

be accepted at the door.   

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on  
Sunday, June 16 at 9:00a.m. in the  

Fellowship Hall. 
 

As always, we welcome ALL men to join 
us—husbands, fathers, sons, brothers, 
and grandfathers.    
What a great opportunity for fellowship 
among our men! 
 

Questions?  Please contact Jerry Clark at  
704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net 

Farmers Market - 

The Farmers Market 

is now open every  

Wednesday at 3:00pm!  We have a 

wide variety of vendors featuring 

Miller and Sons produce. Please 

support your local farmers and 

craftsmen!   

 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of June 

 June 1  Ezek. 3:4-17 and Luke 9:37-50 

 June 2  Ezek. 3:16-27 and Matt. 10:24-33, 40-42 

 June 3  Ezek. 4:1-17 and Luke 9:51-62 

 June 4  Ezek. 7:10-15, 23b-27 and Luke 10:1-17 

 June 5   Ezek. 11:14-25 and Luke 10:17-24 

 June 6  Ezek. 18:1-4, 19-32 and Luke 10:25-37 

 June 7  Ezek. 34:17-31 and Luke 10:38-42 

 June 8  Ezek. 43:1-12 and Luke 11:14-23 

 June 9  Isa. 11:1-9 and John 14:21-29 

 June 10 Deut. 30:1-10 and Luke 18:31-43 

 June 11 Deut. 30:11-20 and Luke 19:1-10 

 June 12 Deut. 31:30-32:14 and Luke 19:11-27 

 June13 Song of Sol. 1:1-3,9-11, 15-16a; 2:1-3a and 

  Luke 19:28-40 

 June 14 Song of Sol. 2:8-13; 4:1-4a, 5-7, 9-11 and 

  Luke 19:41-48 

 June 15 Song of Sol. 5:10-16; 7:1-2 (3-5) 6-7a (9); 

  8:6-7 and Luke 20:1-8 

Calvin’s Corner  
(what do we believe as Presbyterians) 

 

The Reformed Tradition holds to the notion that there are two sacraments (special moments of grace):  
Baptism and The Lord’s Supper.  
In the Book of Order, we claim (W-3.04): 
·      The Lord’s Supper enacts and seals what the Word proclaims,  
·      When we gather at the Lord’s Supper the Spirit draws us into Christ’s presence and unites with the Church in every time    
and place.  
·      The opportunity to eat and drink with Christ is not a right bestowed upon the worthy, but a privilege given to the  
undeserving who come in faith, repentance, and love. 
 

The Lord’s Supper is not a right bestowed upon the worthy, but a privilege. 
 

This is God's table; it's not yours or mine.  Yet, in the history of our Reformed Tradition, there was a time when there was a 
greater oversight of who was allowed at the Table. Communion tokens were a familiar feature of Presbyterian worship in past 
centuries.  John Calvin suggested that tokens be used "to prevent the profanation of the Lord's Table."  Only those who were 
given a token could receive the sacrament of Holy Communion.   
 

Huguenots in France and Presbyterians in Scotland began following Calvin's advice by 1560.  Only those instructed in the  
Reformed faith were given tokens for admission to the Lord's Supper, and no one without a token was then allowed to take 
communion.  
 

The use of tokens took deep root in Scotland and Northern Ireland and was brought to colonial America along with other  
communion practices from the "old country." Most colonial congregations celebrated the Lord's Supper once or twice a year as 
part of a three to five-day series of services called the "communion season," a forerunner of later camp meetings and  
revivals.  Often several congregations joined together and, because of the large crowds, held services outdoors.  
 

A day or more before the communion service, the minister and elders questioned the members of their congregation about their 
beliefs and behavior.  Only those who showed adequate knowledge of the faith and were deemed to be living upright lives 
received tokens.  During the communion service, communicants turned in their tokens and received the elements. 
Most tokens were cast or stamped out of lead or pewter, but other materials were used including brass, copper, silver, nickel, 
zinc, ceramic, wood, printed paper, and later even celluloid. 
 

In the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., the use of tokens began to decline after 1825.  By 1860 most congregations no longer 
used them.  Churches that were more conservative in worship-such as the United Presbyterian Church of North America and 
the Reformed Presbyterians-often used tokens into the late 1800s and early 1900s.  In recent decades many churches have 
minted tokens for special services such as bicentennial observances. 
 

Fortunately, the church has grown in grace (The Church Reformed-always reforming).  We should prepare our hearts and take 
stock in who we are as we come to the Lord’s Table.  Yet, it is a difficult place for the minister to have say over who deserves 
(and understands) communion.  So, when we gather at the Lord’s Table, prepare your hearts, take stock in who you are, and 
embrace the grace God offers ALL of God’s children—not just those carrying tokens.  This is God's table; it's not yours or mine. 
Come to the table of grace. 
 Presbyterian Historical Society   https://www.history.pcusa.org/history-online/topics-note/communion-tokens 

 
 

 June 16  Deut. 6:1-9 (10-15) and John 1:1-18 

 June 17  1 Sam. 1:1-20 and Luke 20:9-19 

 June 18  1 Sam. 1:21-2:11 and Luke 20:19-26 

 June 19  1 Sam. 2:12-26 and Luke 20:27-40 

 June 20  1 Sam. 2:27-36 and Luke 20:41-21:4 

 June 21  1 Sam. 3:1-21 and Luke 21:5-19 

 June 22  1 Sam. 4:1b-11 and Luke 21:20-28 

 June 23  1 Sam. 4:12-22 and Matt. 19:23-30 

 June 24  1 Sam. 5:1-12 and Luke 21:29-36 

 June 25  1 Sam 6:1-16 and Luke 21:37-22:13 

 June 26  1 Sam 7:2-17 and Luke 22:14-23 

 June 27  1 Sam. 8:1-22 and Luke 22:24-30 

 June 28  1 Sam. 9:1-14 and Luke 22:31-38 

 June 29  1 Sam. 9:15-10:1 and Luke 22:39-51 

 June 20  1 Sam. 10:1-16 and Matt. 21:23-32 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLkZy8i6_eAhVnk-AKHd5qArwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstthomaswichita.com%2Ffaithformation%2Fadult-ff%2Fyoung-adults%2F392-theology-on-tap&psig=AOvVaw3DButonIgB
https://www.history.pcusa.org/history-online/topics-note/communion-tokens


 

 

Church Life 

                            June Birthdays 

Service Volunteers  

Chiming the Hour 

June 2          Isabella Rockel 

June 9          James Ide 

June 16       Colton Heavey 

June 23       Isabella Rockel 

June 30       James Ide 

A Time for Children 

June 2         Vance Horton 

June 9          Jerry Clark 

June 16       Neal Carter 

June 23       Sharon Vanpelt 

June 30       Joey Dulin 

Bread Ministry 

June 2         Carol Mullis 

June 9         Laura Milliken 

June 16       Joan Nicholson 

June 23       Shirley Rockel 

June 30       Alice Williams 

Worship Assistants 

June 2         Kathy Linker 

June 9         Gigi Hunnicutt 

June 16       Emma Wakeman 

June 23       Candice Shepard 

June 30       Ben Burr 

Infant & Toddler Nursery 

June 2           Cindy Spickard, Susan Geist     

June 9           Theresa Watson, Krista Eason 

June 16         Janet Little, Rebecca Murray 

June 23         Susan Jones,  Niki Schneider 

June 30        Tommy and Erica Heavey 

Ushers 

Week 1: Butch & Ruth Ann McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Mike/Betsy Biggers 

Week 2:  Jim Pharr, Patrick Spickard, Dave Mowery, Bob Windell, Ted Dickason 

Week 3:  Steve/Priscilla Giuliano, Steve Jewett, Dianne/Tim Savelle, Jim Stafford 

Week 4:  Dori/Scott Swaringen, Jeff Thomas, Bob Carter, Devin Shepard & Charlie 

Week 5:  Phil/Chase Tipton, Brad/Brandon Earley, Ed Watson 

2019 PROPOSED BUDGET:  $408,653  ACTUAL YTD:  

NEEDED PER MONTH:  $34,054  NEEDED PER WEEK:  $7,858 

WEEK GIVING 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

5/5/19 $10,398 +$2,540 -$23,656 

5/12/19 $5,920 -$1,938 -$17,736 

5/19/19 $8,172 +$314 -$9,564 

5/26/19 $3,069 -$4,789 -$6,495 

This list was generated from our Church Windows database.  If I have missed someone I apologize sincerely!  

 Please let me know if anyone is missing from this list and send the correct information to  

churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.   

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Chris Porfeli 6/1 Nancy Thomas 6/12 

Phyllis Griffin 6/2 Phil Tipton 6/13 

Louise Carter 6/3 Alice Williams 6/14 

Sadie Hefner 6/3 Brenda Cook 6/14 

Parker Swaringen 6/5 Bo Geist 6/20 

Devin Shepard 6/6 Reggie Hunnicutt 6/20 

Jim Rockel 6/8 Brenda Horton 6/21 

Marie Barrier 6/8 Lavada Freeman 6/21 

Ruth Ann McDonald 6/9 Erica Heavey 6/23 

Marie Hildreth 6/10 Lily McConnell 6/25 

Linda Porfeli 6/11 Jackson Mowery 6/26 

 

 

Congregational Care 

Healing Touch Clinic 
The Healing Touch Clinic continues to be well  
attended, both on Wednesday afternoons, and monthly 
on the 3rd Sunday.  We will continue to offer our  
services on the 3rd Sunday of the month until the end 

of the year. It is helpful to the practitioners to have an idea how many to prepare 
for, so please continue to use the sign-up sheet for the 30 minute sessions on  
Sunday or call Julie Alexander for an appointment.  704-455-9753, or 704-579-
0781.  Julie will also offer mini HT sessions at the Farmer's Market.  Healing Touch 
is open to the public, so please invite your friends and neighbors to try it!  

Prayer Requests 

GRIEF SHARE 
 

GriefShare finished up the current  

series of 13 classes on May 16, and 

the facilitators plan to take a break 

from this program until next spring.   

We will be offering the Surviving the 

Holidays Workshop in November.   

If anyone is interested in helping to  

facilitate this program please contact a 

member of the current team:  Julie  

Alexander, Pam Sciascia, Mimi  

Reynolds, or Alice Williams.  It is a 

very worthwhile program that has  

benefited many folks in our community 

who don't normally come to Rocky  

River. 

The Presbyterian 
Women are  
selling Rocky River 
pewter Ornaments. 
The ornaments are 
$20.00 and the 
proceeds will go to 

the building fund.  We are also selling 
our  church cookbook, note cards, pen 
& ink drawings, and Christmas cards.  
See Linda Clark or Priscilla Giuliano if 
you would like to buy anything.    

CPR Training - June 22 1:00 pm - 4:30pm.   

This class is open to anyone who wants to be CPR  

certified, and is no charge!  We encourage all of our nursery 

caregivers, teachers and ushers to take this class if you 

haven’t already.   

Please contact Cindy Spickard at 704-699-8158 to register.   

Yo Yo Quilt Project  
Many thanks to the dozen or more folks who have helped 
to get our YoYo quilt ready for the Fall Festival Raffle. 
We now have a hand crafted 60"x 90" size coverlet that 
contains 3080 individual circles in a lively array of  
colors.  It will be on display in the vestibule and Raffle 
tickets can be purchased for the drawing to be held at the 
Fall Festival. Proceeds from the raffle will benefit the 
building fund.  Tickets are $2 each, 3 for $5 or 7 for $10.  It has been a fun project 
and we hope it will benefit our building. 
Questions:  Contact Julie Alexander at 704-455-9753 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Frank Bishop, uncle of Patrick Spickard; Susan 

Monteith, sister of Megan Bechtol; William Patterson, friend of Joe Novobilski; Will 

Harris, nephew of Cyndi Conway (cancer is back); Terry Kelly, friend of Reggie and 

Gigi Hunnicutt; John Yandle, friend of Joe Novobilski; Karl Windsor, brother of  

Susan Jones; Evelyn Elliott, friend of Julia Alexander; Whitaker Raymer and his 

family, relatives of King and Pam McCachren; Dr. Jim Sample; John Rankin; Sam 

Flowe, brother of Ann Glosson; Avery Phillips, friend of Alice Williams; John Davis, 

friend of Joey and Kathy Dulin; Jeff Pigg and family, nephew of Janet Little,  

suffering from a brain tumor;   Kylie Wilson, friend of the Giuliano’s; Theresa Hively 

and Jacob Roberts, friends of Traci Bird; Rick Rhodes, uncle of Traci Bird, Randy 

Baker, father of Delaney who attends our youth group; Don and Pat Bechtol,  

parents of Chris Bechtol; Keith Long, son of Darlene Chase; Michelle Pena Clark, 

daughter-in-law of Jerry and Linda Clark; Phyllis Griffin; Teresa Faw, family of Alice 

Williams; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark;  Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend 

of Laura Milliken; Pat McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of Dori 

Swaringen; Wes Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Ann Jones, 

daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; 

Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy 

Hicks; Brendan Milliken; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Bob Brombacher; Teresa 

Williams.  

Nursery Volunteers 
We have a very real need for more 
nursery volunteers during worship.  If 
God is calling you to be part of this 
important ministry, please contact the 
church office.   

Silver Sneakers - is 

now being offered EVERY 

DAY AT RRPC.   

The Classic, Yoga and 
Cardio Classes are offered on  
different days at either 10:00am or 
11:00am.   
A detailed schedule can be found 
hanging on the bulletin board outside 
Neal’s office.  Participants can  
use hand-held weights, elastic tubing 
with handles and a SilverSneakers 
ball. Often a chair is used for seated 
exercises or standing support.   
The cost for each class is $3 unless 
you are offered Silver Sneakers 
through your insurance.  There is no 
charge if you have the insurance.  
Questions:  Contact Crystal Passmore 
at 704-960-8265 

Visits from the Pastor—  Please remember to let us know if someone is in the 

hospital, is ill, or just needs a visit from the pastor.  This ministry is so important to 

Neal and to our church—knowing that your pastor and church family are here to 

support you in your time of need is one of the blessings of being a member at 

RRPC.  Call the office at 704-455-2479 or Neal directly on his cell phone.

(REALLY—CALL HIS CELL PHONE!) at 910-280-9688.   



 

 

Children’s News 
from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 
Teaching the Faith 
 

Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at Rocky River?  Contact Sharon Vanpelt 

(dce@rockyriver.org) or Cindy Spickard (thespickardfamily@gmail.com)   
From the DCE’s Corner 
 

Growing with God 
When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became 
an adult, I put an end to childish ways.  1 Corinthians 13:11 

There seems to be a theme at RRPC for this month in Christian Education and it is about growing with God.  Our Confirmands 
will soon make a giant leap into full membership in the church by stating their belief in God publicly, moving beyond simple  
acceptance of their parents’ beliefs.  We will honor high school and college graduates who are moving forward in their formal 
education and in life.  Our children’s summer Sunday School will explore growing in God by developing character using the fruits 
of the Spirit.  
Each of us has a set of beliefs, written or not. In our minds are those things that are essential to our faith that we have gathered 
over the years. That set of beliefs will include our understanding of who God is, what God has done, what God is doing now, 
what we trust God to do in the future, how we treat people and live in society, and our responsibilities as a believer.  We can all 
benefit from reviewing our own beliefs.  Talk about them in safe places with your loved ones.  Expose them to others’ comments 
so you may hear different perspectives. Compare them to readings in Scripture.  Know why you believe and be able to defend 
your beliefs.  This is what mature Christians do.  Eventually you will develop a core set of beliefs.  It may change throughout the 
years with knowledge and experience, as it should.  Remember that we, the Church, are Reformed, and still being reformed.  If 
we are standing still in our beliefs, we are actually going backward because faith requires action.  We will never gain a full 
knowledge and belief in God until God grants us that understanding in heaven. 
 

We may still think of our young people as children, and they are still young.  But even as children they are taking first steps to 
creating their own foundational belief system. Spiritual growth is a lifetime action.  We can never learn too much about God. 
Let’s move forward in faith together through worship, Bible study, and everyday discipleship as we grow in God.   

Children 

Vacation Bible School ● To Mars and Beyond  ●  July 7-11 ●  6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
 

We invite children of all ages to experience the ride of a lifetime with God at To Mars and Beyond VBS!  
This outer space adventure includes exciting new music, amazing science, creative crafts, fun recreation, 
and memorable Bible stories that will help children to know the greatness of God.  The adventure runs July 
7

th
 through July 11

th
, 6:00 – 8:30 pm. here at RRPC.  A light supper is included, and programming starts at 

6:30 p.m.  We will conclude the week on Thursday with a special Splash Day.   
At To Mars and Beyond VBS, students will enjoy an interactive, energizing, Bible-based good time as they explore where 
God’s power can take them. They will become Voyagers and discover how to serve God and God’s mission for their lives. Our 
Vector Verse is Ephesians 3:20: “Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power at 
work within us.”  Students will expand on their discoveries by making their own art projects at the Craft Station, singing new 
songs at the Music Station, exploring the wonders of creation at the Science Station, playing games at the Recreation Station, 
and enjoying tasty treats at the Snack Station.   
Bring a friend and join us for the ride of a lifetime!  Register online at www.rockyriver.org or fill out a form for each child at the 
church and ‘feed’ them to the robot outside the fellowship hall. Blast off on this epic adventure with Us! 

VBS donation board 

Each year we put on an awesome Vacation Bible School for our community, but we can only do that with your generosity!  Please look for 

the donation board to help out with snack and craft supplies by the designated deadline.   

On the Farm: Growing with God 

Summer Sunday School begins June 16
th
 for older preschool and elementary children in the Fellowship Hall.  Our theme this 

year is On the Farm: Growing With God, and it is based on the fruits of the Spirit from Galations 5. In these verses Paul  

highlights qualities that encourage growth as “fruit of the Spirit.” Love, kindness, patience, generosity, and faithfulness are all 

necessary ingredients needed if children are to grow in healthy ways. We see these traits within healthy families, and we see 

them on growing farms.   By building upon the natural love children have for plants, the soil, and animals, On the Farm provides 

a safe and fun setting for learning. Each week On the Farm explores a Bible story that highlights or demonstrates one of the 

fruits of the Spirit.   

June Summer Sunday School Teacher Schedule: 

June 16--Open 

June 23—Cindy & Patrick Spickard 

June 30—Marie Barrier 

Godly Play schedule 
June 2   Godly Play 1—Jane and Beau Talton 
              Godly Play 2—Sharon Vanpelt and Cindy Spickard 
June 9  (combined class)—Julia Alexander and Cindy Spickard 

 

 

Youth 
Youth News 

from JD McNutt, Youth Director 
 

The other day I had a really cool experience and I have got to share. I got invited by the Saber  
Treatment program of Urban Ministry to come and drum with the clients of their program. So I loaded 
up all of my drums (who knew that 14 drums could fit inside my little Honda! There was barely room for 
me!!) and headed down to Charlotte for a morning of drumming. So what does that look like?  
 

Once we got all set up with the drums I met the clients and got to know a little about them. Questions 
like where are you from/what's your favorite restaurant? After an introduction to the different drums I had 
brought and the rhythm called "Sofa" (which is a song of the warrior that has been played for hundreds of years in West Africa) 
we learned the different parts and began playing. Most of the clients had never drummed before and some were good. And 
some...well lets just say they had a good time. All in all the groups sounded awesome together and we rocked the place. And we 
finished with talking about how all of us are like the ancient warriors in the battles of life that we face every day. 
 

It was a day of blessing for me...getting to share music that I love with the homeless population, able to help them forget for a 
few moments all the outside stresses of life, seeing grown men smile and laugh and not wanting to stop the rhythm. A day full of 
blessings. 
 

Volunteering is so important in our spiritual journeys. To give of our time and talents to help others is exactly what we are called 
to do. And you never know what blessings may come your way when you volunteer. Now that summer is upon us - I encourage 
each of you to think of some ways to help others this summer. Maybe it is a mission trip. Maybe it is at the local animal shelter. 
Maybe it is for a neighbor with their yard. Take full advantage of the summer and yes...spend time at the pool, read, Netflix, 
sleep, and sleep some more...but also take full advantage of this time and volunteer. Be the good in the world this summer! 
 

Peace, 

JD 

Youth Calendar  
Sunday School—Sunday  Morning at 

10:00am down in the basement (Room B-6) 
and then gather for worship at 11:00am 

Youth Mission Trip June 23 thru 29 
Cross Missions Myers Park Presbyterian 
Spots are limited.  The cost is $125 for the week.  

See JD for more details 

June 2 - Messy Night!! 6pm 
June 9 - youth/parent meeting at 6pm 
June 16 - no youth...spend day with dad! 
June 23 - Leave for CROSS mission trip 
June 30 - no youth activities  

Confirmation Sunday June 9
th

  
During the worship service on June 9

th
 eight young  

people will make their public Profession of Faith.  They 
have spent eight weeks with Sharon Vanpelt and Neal 
Carter discussing God, Jesus, the Holy spirit, Prayer, 
Call and Church membership.  They will present  
statements of faith and meet with the Session.  We  
welcome them into full membership of Rocky River  
Presbyterian Church. Please be at prayer for these 
young people as they complete the last steps of the 
class.  We look forward to this important day in their 
faith journeys and in the life of our congregation.   
 
 

 Delaney Baker  Grace Bechtol 

 Ryan Farrell  Owen Harris 

 Trent Savelle  Jack Schultz 

 Ruthie Schultz  Maggie Shepard 

Save the Date:  Sunday June 9th we will celebrate and welcome our confirmands and graduates!!  Please 

let us know if you have a high school or college graduate to recognize this day! 

mailto:dce@rockyriver.org

