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Epiphany is the first special day of the Church calendar as we begin the new 

year. Epiphany is the final day of the Christmas season—January 6. The word 

“epiphany” means a realization or sudden insight; originally, it meant “insight 

through the divine.”  
 

The celebration of Epiphany centers around the Matthew 2 story of the Magi 

from the east. Ultimately, Epiphany has less to do with the astronomers from 

the east or the gifts they brought, but instead, the biggest deal is that this visit 

of the Magi was the first appearance of Jesus to Gentiles. Epiphany is about 

the gospel reaching out to all the nations of the earth, God’s kingdom of grace 

and blessing offered to all the earth. This is why some call Epiphany the  

Gentile Christmas. 
 

Luke’s gospel picks up on this expanding notion with the song of Simeon in the 

temple, when he held the infant Jesus in his arms and praised God, saying: 

“For my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to 

the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” God’s salvation has come now for all the nations, not just Israel. 

Christ comes as “a light for revelation to the Gentiles,” as well as “for glory to your people Israel.” Christ has come to 

redeem the whole world, all nations; this is why the Epiphany to the Magi is so significant, because the Magi are 

Gentiles, and they now are coming to the Christ.  
 

God has not left us out in the dark. No, he has brought us into the light. He has led us to the Christ child. Christ Jesus 

is the light of the world. As Epiphany is the celebration of bringing the good news to the Gentiles, it reminds us that 

we are to take the gospel message out to others. Epiphany is the call to reach out.  
 

What are some ways this light can reach our friends and relatives and co-workers and neighbors? It can happen 

through the relationships that you have with the people you know. You can tell them about the hope and the joy you 

have as a Christian. You can tell them about Christ your Savior. You can invite your friends and family members to 

join us here at RRPC.   
 

For 2018, the call of Epiphany should be our call as Rocky River Presbyterian. We as a congregation are called to 

take the good news to others and look outside of ourselves. In that we should look to welcome others in to worship 

together, inviting them to journey with us to follow the light. So in the days and months ahead let’s think about, and 

talk about, all the ways we at RRPC can be light in the midst of the darkness, reflecting the light of Christ in our  

community and especially to the people we know. 

Thank you!!!  From the entire staff at RRPC we want to thank everyone for the cards, baked goods, chocolate, 

gifts and Christmas wishes!!  Not only did we feel the love from all of you, but you ALL stepped up to make the 

month of December a joyous one—volunteering for all of the events, donating your time and money on gifts for the 

shoeboxes and Angel Trees, decorating the Sanctuary, preparing meals, lighting luminaries, helping in the office and 

being willing to do anything we all asked!  RRPC congregation is the BEST!!!!  Let’s continue to be the light and 

spread the word that RRPC is the place to be!!  Happy New Year!! 



 

 

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 

All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship. 

Tuesday, January 2 and January 9 

Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church January 9 

Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m., the home of Carol Lyerly on January 2 

All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible 

Studies.  We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, 

prayer and fellowship.  We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!  We meet the first Tuesday of 

each month.  

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Rocky River Readers 

Men’s Breakfast 

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, January 21 at 9:00a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers.  What a great  

opportunity for fellowship among our men! 

Questions?  Please contact Jerry Clark at 704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net 

Events 

 
 

We are reading The King of Lies  by John Hart for our meeting on January 22nd.  John Hart is a former district  

attorney and stockbroker from Salisbury.  His books have received great acclaim.  This book is a mystery about an 

attorney who has disappeared.  Once his body is discovered, there are several suspects who would gain from his 

death: his son, his wife, and his daughter Jean.   
 

Who killed Ezra Pickens? 
 

Our complete reading list for 2018 has not been finalized.  Here are the titles for the next two months:   

February—The Hope Chest by Viola Shipman  

March—The Stolen Marriage by Diane Chamberlain. 

 

Rocky River Readers meets in the church parlor on the 4th Monday of the month.  We hope you will join us on  

January 22nd at 7pm for the discussion of King of Lies and throughout 2018. 
Questions?  Please contact Marie Morrison at  704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP 
MEALS 

6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
COST: $5/meal, $15/family maximum 

The caterer donates $1 from every $5 collected  
back to the Youth group! 

 

ALL ARE INVITED! 

Menu For January 

January 3 -  Soups, Salads and Desserts 
Free Community Meal 

 

January 10 - Chicken Pot Pie 

January 17 - Honey Glaze Pork Chops 

January 24-  Baked Spaghetti with Beef 

January 31 - Tumbleweed Chicken 

To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming when you 

sign the attendance book or call the office. 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 FAMILY GAME NIGHT!! 

Friday 

January 5th and January 19th 

7:00pm 

Bring your favorite game and a snack to share! 

 

 

 

1st Sunday: Lead: Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Ruth McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Jim Pharr, Patrick Spickard 

2nd Sunday: Lead; Ted Dickason, Eric Linker, Dave Mowery, Jon Dickason, Thomas Linker, Bob Windell 

3rd Sunday:  Lead; Chip Wells, Joey Dulin, Steve Jewett and Joe Novobilski 

4th Sunday: Lead; Reggie Hunnicutt, Chris Bechtol, Dave Miller, Jimmy Stafford, King McCachren, Traci Bird 

5th Sunday: Lead; JD McNutt and Youth 

Chiming the Hour 

January 7 Anna Talton 

January 14  Evan Spickard 

January 21 Nathan Spickard 

January 28  James Ide 

Service Volunteers  

Ushers 

Infant Nursery 

January 7  Kenza Mitchem, Heather Linker 

January 14  Theresa and Abi Watson 

January 21  Janet Little and Spencer Thompson 

January 28  (need sub for Dave and Mandy) 

A Time for Children 

January 7 Julia Alexander 

January 14  JD McNutt 

January 21 Jerry Clark 

January 28  Neal Carter 

Bread 

January 7 Traci Bird 

January 14  Linda Clark 

January 21 Laura Carriker 

January 28  Priscilla Giuliano 

Worship Assistants 

January 7 Kathy Linker 

January 14  Candice Shepard 

January 21 Emma Wakeman 

January 28  Gigi Hunnicutt 

Toddler Nursery 

January 7  Susan Geist 

January 14  Niki Schneider 

January 21  Krista Eason 

January 28  Rebecca Murray 

Church Life 
January Birthdays 

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Pat McDonald 1/1 Steve Sciascia 1/20 

Robin Hancock 1/1 Jeffrey King 1/21 

Heather Linker 1/4 Joe Harazim 1/25 

Jimmy Stafford 1/5 Susan Geist 1/25 

Elaine Tankersley 1/7 Susan Jones 1/25 

Neal Carter 1/7 Amanda Helms 1/27 

Julia Cagle 1/8 Michelle Helms 1/27 

Don Chase 1/9 Walt Burr 1/27 

Priscilla Giuliano 1/10 Nancy Kluttz 1/28 

Scott Jones 1/11 Harry Vanpelt 1/29 

Dianne Savelle 1/13 Jaclyn Miller 1/29 

Danielle Clark 1/14 Janet Morrison 1/29 

Evelyn Freeman 1/14 Linda Murray 1/29 

Patrick Milliken 1/14 Megan Miller 1/29 

Bob Carter 1/14 Bill Carriker 1/29 

Ben Wakeman 1/17 Traci Bird 1/30 

Marie Morrison 1/18 Rebecca Murray 1/30 

Darren Bird 1/19 Elizabeth Coble 1/31 

Hazel Lynn Carriker 1/19 Teresa Fisher 1/31 



 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of January 

2017 Stewardship Summary 

Monday, January 1   Isaiah 62:1-5, 10-12 and Matthew 1:18-25 

Tuesday, January 2   1 Kings 19:1-8 and John 6:1-14 

Wednesday, January 3  1 Kings 19:9-18 and John 6:15-27 

Thursday, January 4   Joshua 3:14-4:7 and John 9:1-12, 35-38 

Friday, January 5   Jonah 2:2-9 and John 11:17-27, 38-44 

Saturday, January 6   Isaiah 49:1-7 and Matthew 12:14-21 

Sunday, January 7   Genesis 1:1-2:3 and John 1:29-34 

Monday, January 8   Genesis 2:4-9 (10-15) 16-25 and John 1:1-18 

Tuesday, January 9   Genesis 3:1-24 and John 1:19-28  

Wednesday, January 10   Genesis 4:1-16 and John 1:(29-34)35-42 

Thursday, January 11  Genesis 4:17-26 and john 1:43-51 

Friday, January 12   Genesis 6:1-8 and John 2:1-12 

Saturday, January 13  Genesis 6:9-22 and John 2:13-22 

Sunday, January 14   Genesis 7:1-10, 17-23 and Mark 3:7-19 

Monday, January 15   Genesis 8:6-22 and John 2:23-3:15 

Tuesday, January 16  Genesis 9:1-17 and John 3:16-21 

Wednesday, January 17  Genesis 9:18-29 and John 3:22-36 

Thursday, January 18  Genesis 11:1-9 and John 4:1-15 

Friday, January 19   Genesis 11:27-12:8 and John 4:16-26 

Saturday, January 20  Genesis 12:9-13:1 and John 4:27-42 

Sunday, January 21   Genesis 13:2-18 and Mark 7:31-37 

Monday, January 22   Genesis 14:(1-7)8-24 and John 4:43-54 

Tuesday, January 23  Genesis 15:1-11, 17-21 and John 5:1-18 

Wednesday, January 24  Genesis 16:1-14 and John 5:19-29 

Thursday, January 25  Genesis 16:15-17:14 and John 5:30-47 

Friday, January 26   Genesis 17:15-27 and John 6:1-15 

Saturday, January 27   Genesis 18:1-16 and Jon 6:16-27 

Sunday, January 28    Genesis 18:16-33 and Mark 8:22-30 

Monday, January 29   Genesis 19:1-17 (18-23) 24-29 and John 6:27-40 

Tuesday, January 30  Genesis 21:1-21 and John 6:41-51 

Wednesday, January 31  Genesis 22:1-18 and John 6:52-59 

Stewardship Report 
 

2017 Budget                    $351,000 

Total given YTD                 $316,036 

Amt. needed per month:   $  29,250  

Total for December                     $  33,921 

Amount needed Weekly            $    6,750  

Total for December 31          $    7,211  
 

Thank you for your faithful giving. 

Loan Status 

Education Building Loan as of: 

12/30/2017                              $450,731 

Minimum Monthly Payment                $5,110 

Contributions to the Capital Campaign are still 

being accepted.  Please prayerfully consider 

giving to help reduce this debt.  

 

 

Church Life 
Buildings and Grounds News 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS NEWS –  We are losing Dave Murray as a co-chair of this committee, as his term on 

Session is expiring.  His leadership has been invaluable the past three years, but we hope to be able to benefit from 

his service as a continuing member of the buildings & grounds committee.  Thank you Dave, for all you have done 

and continue to do.  At the same time, we welcome Jim Pharr as our new co-chair, joining Billy Carriker and Jim 

Rockel.  Thank you Jim for being willing to be a part of this committee.  We have been having problems with the 

lighting system in our sanctuary, and the dimmer system that controls it.  King McCachren installed new dimmers 

and controllers and corrected the problem.  Thank you King.  The manger that the children use in our annual  

Christmas pageant suffered a near-death experience this year.  Decades of use had taken its toll, and the manger 

was wearing out.  We delivered it to Walt Burr, he worked his magic on it and it is now repaired and ready for a few 

more decades.  Thank you Walt.  We had received some concerns from parents who wanted to allow their children 

to be play in the playground during and after evening events, because the playground is very dark.  Dave Murray is 

working with Duke Energy to have lighting installed in that area.  PAINTERS NEEDED.  If you enjoy painting, and 

some folks do, we are asking for volunteers to paint various areas around the campus.  We have areas as small as 

a single wall, or as large as a room.  If you are interested in painting, please speak with Jim Rockel.  Due to the 

New Year’s Day holiday, our JANUARY MEETING has been rescheduled to JANUARY 8 at 6:30 p.m.  As always, 

if you have energy, talents or gifts to share we can always use volunteers, so please talk with Billy Carriker, Jim 

Pharr, or Jim Rockel.   

Our committee meets the first Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. and we welcome anyone who has an interest in 

maintaining and improving our buildings and grounds. 
 

Interested?  Contact any member of the committee: 

Billy Carriker, 980.521.5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com 

Jim Rockel, 319.850.1335/jlrockel@hotmail.com 

Jim Pharr, 980-329-6225/jlpharr@aol.com 

Congregational Care 
Healing Touch Clinic 

The Healing Touch Clinic will resume on Sunday, January 14.  A Sign up sheet will be in the vestibule on January 7  

for 30 minute sessions beginning @ 3pm. Additional appointments will be available with Julia Alexander on  

Wednesday afternoons by calling to schedule individually.  There is no charge for this service.  Donations to the 

building fund will be accepted.  Please spread the word to your family and friends—members of the community are 

welcome to the clinic.  

The clinic is held the second Sunday of each month and is open to the public. 

Questions?  Please contact Julia Alexander, 704-455-9753/2jralex@ctc.net 

GriefShare 

The Spring session will begin on February 8 and run thru May 10.  The meetings are held on Thursday evenings  
from 6:30 to 8:00pm.  The only cost is $15 for the workbook.  Each week a new topic is addressed.  Please invite  
anyone you know that has experienced the loss of a loved one to join us.   
 

Questions: Contact Julia Alexander at 704-455-9753 or 2jralex@ctc.net 

Prayer Requests 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  

Harley and Teresa Vea, friends of Janet Little; Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura Milliken; Anna Melvin; 

The David Luther Family, friends of Vance and Brenda Horton; Shorty McCachren; Mandy Ide; Clai McNutt; Lavada 

Freeman; Mary Litteral; Priscilla Clough, friend of Alice Williams; Trina Hadfield Jones;  Pat McDonald; Marie  

Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of Dori Swaringen; Wes and Ree Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; 

Sam Peterson, friend of Priscilla Giuliano; Alan Cochran, brother of Neal Cochran; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and 

Priscilla Clawson; Karen DeCarlo, co-worker of Alice Williams; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and 

Helene Linenberger; Kristine Way, co-worker of Alice Williams; Ouida Harman; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie 

Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan Milliken; Seville Funk; Marlene Howard; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Linda 

Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams; Zackie Moore. 



 

 

Children’s News 

from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 

Teaching the Faith 
 

Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at Rocky River?  Contact 

Sharon Vanpelt (dce@rockyriver.org) or Joe Novobilski (joenovo@vnet.net).   

 

Giving and Receiving Thanks 

Thank you.   

Two very simple words that can express so much.  Yet we often take them for granted, 

particularly here in the South.  Most of us were taught from a very early age to say “Peaz?” and “Tank-oo!”  It’s  

almost set into our personalities.   
 

Giving thanks is important because it reminds us that we live in relationship with other people.  We are often  

dependent on them for various assistances, from the simple to the serious.  Whether it is for assistance with a door 

or for the donation of a kidney, a “thank you” conveys our gratitude.  How can those two words work for those  

situations and everything in between? 
 

It is also important for us to know how to receive thanks from others.  When someone expresses their thanks to us, 

we should respond with more than “Aw, its nothing” or “No problem!”  Why is it so hard for us to simply say, “You’re 

welcome” or “It’s my pleasure”?  If someone takes the time to say thank you, we should acknowledge their efforts.   
 

The ending of a year often causes us to look back with gratitude to those who helped us over the past 12 months.  

Even if we sometimes think those two words are hardly worth saying or printing, we must say them and repeat it over 

and over.  This is how we live together as people of God.   
 

Paul says in his letter to the Philippians, “I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 

every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.”  As we 

begin a new year, I am reminded of how thankful I am for this congregation and its emphasis on Christian education.  

I am thankful for teachers, doorkeepers, those who give to support the church budget, those who bring food to  

various programs, those who share their gifts so that others may learn something new, those who donate items for 

nurseries and Sunday School, those who make the effort to regularly attend Sunday School and educational  

programming, and for those who work tirelessly to help this congregation to look forward to new ways of sharing the 

gospel with our neighbors throughout this community and world.   When we work together at RRPC, we fulfill God’s 

commandment to us to share God’s story.   
 

As Paul continues so eloquently, “And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge 

and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 

having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.”  
 

Thank you.  It seems so simple and yet so important.  It’s more than my Southern roots showing. It’s my pleasure to 

serve you. 

Children 

Thank you to the many people who helped move the Godly Play classes to their new spaces.   

The children are enjoying having the extra room to learn.   

Thanks to Jane Talton, Stephanie Campbell, and all those other adults who helped the children to present 
“A Christmas Pageant.”  Youth and children joined to tell the nativity story in tableau form.  They really got 
us into the Christmas spirit with their costumes and actions.  What a blessing their gift of drama was to us!   

Luminaries - Many thanks to everyone that donated to our Luminary Fundraiser.  We raised over $600 for the 

Youth Mission Trip.  The generosity of our RRPC family, and the support you show the Youth is awesome!  Looking 

forward to a great year!!! 

 

 

Godly Play Schedule for January 

Please secure a substitute if you will not be present on your assigned date. 

 

2018 Godly Play I (age 4-Gr 2) 
Teacher/Doorkeeper 

Godly Play II (Gr. 3-5) 
Teacher/Dorkeeper 

7-Jan Jesus Is Baptized Jesus Is Baptized 

  Jane/Beau Janet/Dave 

14-Jan Jesus in the Wilderness A New Teaching 

  Julie/Magan Sharon/Janet 

21-Jan Jesus Calls 12 Disciples Parable of the Treasure 

  Ashley/Rex Robin/Niki 

28-Jan The Parable of the Mustard Seed The Beatitudes 

  Erica/Mandy Janet/Joey 

Youth 

Youth News 
from JD McNutt, Youth Director 
 

Tonight I had an art group with some of our older girls at work. We began with sharing a hope 
for 2018...seemed like a good question since it was our first group of the year. There were 
some good answers...wanting a job, wanting to live with a foster family, get in better shape, 
etc... One girl surprised me and said, "I'm going to try and change my life to live a better way".  
I loved the answer for there was a willingness there to truly be different. And as we talked she  
acknowledged that the way she had been doing things lately had not been working and in order 
for life to get better a change had to occur. 

 

So what are your goals for 2018? Maybe you made some and maybe you did not. If you do make goals, I hope you 
are willing to be honest with yourself on the goal. For example...if you say I want to make better grades then be  
willing to say, "my study habits or attitude toward this class are not working and I need to be willing to do things a 
new way". Or if your goal is to get ready for the next sports season then you might need to say, "my workout routine 
is not getting me to where I want to be...how can I improve to push myself more". 
 

And what about us as a youth group? We have to be willing to change and allow God to work through us everyday. 
We have to be willing to step out and invite friends. We have to be willing to pray for each other and uplift each other. 
We have to be willing to let the light of God shine through us more than it did before. So that all people...whether at 
the church, or friends, or strangers we do mission work for...see that light shining. 
 

I pray that 2018 will be a great one for you and for the youth at RRPC. And at end of the year we can look back and 
say it was a great year for our faith. 
 

Peace, 
JD 

Youth Calendar - Bible Study every Wednesday at 6:45pm after dinner           
January 7 - Youth 6 pm; "Predictions!" 
January 14 - Youth 6 pm 
January 21 - Carillon and mystery lunch :) 
January 28 - Youth/Parent meeting 6pm 
February 4 - Annual Football game!! 2 pm 

mailto:dce@rockyriver.org
mailto:joenovo@vnet.net

