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As we begin 2017, in the church calendar, we first celebrate the Baptism of 

the Lord. This brings to an end the season of Christmas. In this Sunday, we 

recall Christ’s baptism in the Jordan.  
 

Some parts of the church note that this Sunday is a Theophany—a God 

event— because at the baptism of Christ in the River Jordan God appeared in three 

persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit). John’s baptism moved faithful people of 

God to repentance and called them to confess their sins.  

Many of the aspects of Christ's baptism are present at our baptism. At Christ's 

baptism the Holy Spirit descended upon Him; at our Baptism the Trinity is  

present with us. At His baptism Christ was proclaimed the Beloved Son of God; 

at our Baptism we become the adopted children of God. At Christ's baptism the 

heavens were opened; at our Baptism the kingdom of God is open to us. At His 

baptism Jesus prayed; after our Baptism we pray to avoid actual sin.  

 

 

The baptism of Jesus is the first appearance of Jesus since he was 12 years old 

in the temple and marks the beginning of his ministry.  
 

As we begin this new year and celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, may we each 

remember her/his baptism; may we remember that we are all called to renew 

our faith, and as baptized believers we are all called to ministry in some way.  

I hope and pray that 2017 will be a wonderful year for each of us at RRPC.  

I also hope that each of us will be about ministry this year.  
 

God of all righteousness, we need the life and grace that you alone can give.  

Open the heavens to us and pour out your Holy Spirit so that we may live as 

your beloved children; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
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Thank You!!  We would like to thank everyone for the cards, baked goods, 

gifts and Holiday wishes that were given to us this Christmas!  The members 

of RRPC are truly a family and we are humbled to serve you.  We are looking 

forward to a great year in 2017 and Growing God’s Table at RRPC!   

Neal, Cyndi, Sharon, JD, Stephanie and Anne.   

YOUTH NEWS             JD McNutt 

The Youth Group was very active during the advent season—
helping JD with the dinners at the shelter, the Advent Circle 
Walk, the Mission Dinner for the homeless families, visiting 
folks at Carillon and much more!  Bible study resumes on 

Wednesday, January 4th and we look forward to more news from the 
youth in 2017! 
 

Also—let’s give a shout out to Emily Tipton for organizing a “Clean Up” 
day and getting her fellow youth members to come and take ownership of 
their area downstairs in the basement!  They did a great job cleaning and  
organizing and we encourage them to keep up the good work!! 
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CHILDREN’S NEWS       Sharon Vanpelt 

THANK YOU to all those people who helped to present “The Backwards Christmas 

Pageant” for the congregation.  It is often hard to comprehend the amount of  

planning, preparation, rehearsals, and organization it requires to produce a  

children’s pageant.   It is not just the directors who work hard, but the many parent 

helpers who helped coach rehearsals, families who brought children to practice and 

played rehearsal CDs over and over, folks who ran the sound system, folks who 

made last-minute costumes and props, helpers with music, and ‘herders’ of children.  

It takes a village to bring the birth story of Jesus to life, and we are most grateful to 

the children who worked so hard to spark the Christmas spirit within each of us.   

ADVENT COLORING POSTERS 
The special posters we have been coloring on Wednesdays are on display in the vestibule of the 
sanctuary.  Please take a moment to see all that you can see in these wonderful, modern posters. 
 
 

GODLY PLAY NEEDS MORE TEACHERS 
Both of our Godly Play Sunday School classes are going well.  These classes provide time for  

children to engage in scripture stories and experience them as part of the whole collective of the 

Bible.  We are blessed with a group of leaders committed to this program but we would like to 

have more adults to help teach these classes, especially grades 3-5.  If you are interested in 

teaching Godly Play, please contact Sharon Vanpelt or JD McNutt.   

FROM THE DCE’S CORNER 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

    and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, 

    and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 

    and his glory will appear over you. 
3 Nations shall come to your light, 

    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.  Isaiah 69:1-3 
 

There is a natural let-down following the Christmas holidays.  We’ve spent weeks preparing for the 

big event and when it is over, we often wonder, “Is that all there is?”   Add to that the often-gray 

days of January and the cold temperatures that drive us inside, and you can almost feel gloom  

descend over the home.   
 

Isaiah says that our light has come.  Darkness covered the earth, but our Lord’s glory, in the form 

of a Savior, shines in glory over us all.  This is the message for after-Christmas.  Jesus the light has 

come!  Instead of drawing into ourselves, let us move forward to share this light with others.   

How can we do that?   
 

Focus on others through service opportunities, friendships, and visitation.  Replace old clothes 

and toys with your new ones and donate the old. 

Smile!  One simple smile can change someone’s day.  Show children that a smile is much easier 

to wear than a frown.   

Have a soup exchange with other families.  Everyone brings a large pot of soup to share and 

your own containers to take other soup home with you.  

Share gloves, scarves, socks, knit hats with homeless shelters.  Did you know that socks are the 

most wanted item in homeless shelters?   

Spend the school break learning a new skill.  Try out pottery, painting, foreign language,  

 snowboarding, etc.   

Make your own thank-you cards and send to those who gave you gifts.  Don’t forget folks 

whose gift may have been intangible, such as church choirs, mail carriers, favorite store 

checkout cashiers, etc.   

When we focus on others, our own complaints can seem far away.  Share the light of God’s love 

with someone today!  
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN MORNING AND EVENING CIRCLES 
The Presbyterian Women’s Circles will resume their monthly meetings on January 3rd.  The 

morning circle meets at 10:00am in the Parlor at the church.  The evening circle will meet at 

the home of Carol Lyerly at 7:00pm.   All of the women of the church are invited and  

encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible Studies.  We strive to  

minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, 

prayer and fellowship.  We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!  We meet the  

first Tuesday of each month.  

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Hunter Biddy, niece of Dee Davis as she starts a new adventure 

with the Navy; Steve Perrine, uncle of Traci Bird; Tevis Pinkerton, friend of Jerry Clark; Alan 

Cochran, brother of Neal Cochran; Mike Harazim; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla  

Clawson; Drew Powell, infant nephew of Martha Ann McConnell’s sister-in-law; Ruth Samuelson, 

friend of Martha Ann McConnell; Thad Efird; Karen DeCarlo, co-worker of Alice Williams; Linda 

Long, friend of Dee Davis; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Richard Hoover, brother of 

Harlan Hoover; Ellie Wagoner; Helene Linenberger; Johnston Howie; Anita Whitley, neighbor of 

Pat McDonald; Jim & Louise Murray; Kristine Way, co-worker of Alice Williams; Ouida Harman; 

Dana Drye and her son Benjamin Nixon; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; 

Kimmie Shano, coworker of Dale Ritchie; Maxine Phillips, friend of Dale Ritchie; Tommy Flowe, 

brother of Ann Glosson; Brendan Milliken; John Byrum, brother of Elaine Tankersley; Seville 

Funk; Marlene Howard;  Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Linda Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher;  

Teresa Williams; Zackie Moore. 

GRIEFSHARE  
Our third GriefShare series has ended and was quite successful.  We will begin another 13 

week program on February 23rd. This is a Christian based program and involves a video,  

discussion and workbook to help individuals work through difficult times.  Please spread the 

word to your neighbors and friends who have lost a loved one.  The cost is $15 for the  

workbook and we meet on Thursday evenings at 6:30.   

The Healing Touch Clinic will be held on January 8th from 2-4 pm in the upstairs of the  
fellowship building.  We now have 3 massage tables and 2 Zero Gravity chairs for clients to use 
with a certified practitioner.  Please contact Julie Alexander if you want to reserve a 20 or 30 
minute spot. We will be inviting members of the community soon and have already had people 
interested in attending. Evaluations from previous clinics this fall indicated positive results in 
issues involving pain and stiff muscles.  The clinic will be held on the 2nd Sunday of each 
month.             Julia Alexander, RN, BSN, Certified Healing Touch Practitioner 

HEALING TOUCH CLINIC 

RAMBLERS  
The Rocky River Ramblers will take a trip to Hendersonville and the Flat Rock Theater on Friday, 
March 10, 2017.  Rooms at the Best Western will be $89.99 plus tax and everyone will need to  
make their own reservation after December 15.  Fifteen rooms are being held until 2/10/17.   
When you make your reservations, book under the name Rocky River Ramblers.  Tickets to see  
the Nashville Road Show at Flat Rock Theater will be $37.90 each and pay Carol Lyerly before 
2/15/17 to get group rates.  Call Carol or Jim Lyerly for information. 
Best Western Hendersonville Inn ● 105 Sugarloaf Rd. ● Hendersonville, NC 28792 ● 828-692-0521 

BOOK SALE 
Do you like to read books?  Do you have some books you have finished and wish you knew a 

way to find them a new home?  We are planning a book sale in the spring with the profits going 

to the new building fund.  You can help right now by setting aside fiction books, non-fiction 

books (such as cookbooks, histories, biographies, craft books, etc.), children’s books, music 

CDs, DVDs, books on CD, magazines, jigsaw puzzles, and games.  We hope to have a large 

number of books, both hardbacks and paperbacks, for folks to buy.  Contact Marie and Janet 

Morrison for more information. 
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We have had a busier Fall than we had anticipated, and have some exciting plans for the coming 

year.  We hope you have noticed the new “way-finding” signs at the front entrances.  Rex  

Carriker designed them and brought their cost in under budget.  He and Harold Melvin helped 

with installation.  Thank you both for your help.  Garion Schneider, an Eagle Scout Candidate, 

has begun installation of a new gate at the Rocky River Road entrance of the new cemetery.  

When completed, it will be a beautiful addition to our property.  We had a successful “work 

morning” December 10, when volunteers turned out to landscape the East entrance.  Thank you 

Harold Melvin and Joe Novobilski for your help planting, Jimmy Stafford for helping Billy plan 

the landscaping and helping with installation and especially Billy Carriker for bringing in your 

landscaping equipment.  Thank you also Ted Dickason for completing the clean-up of the 

downed trees at the manse.  We had three dead shrubs at the entrance to the new building and 

Harold Melvin supervised their replacement.  Thank you Harold for your help.  We are planning 

the final phase of the rehabilitation of our lot across the road, east of the new building.  We plan 

to remove the asphalt and gravel that has been dumped there, complete leveling the lot and dig 

a drainage ditch along the Lower Rocky River road side to improve drainage.  Later in the year, 

fescue hay will be planted to control weeds. 

As always, if you have energy, talents or gifts to share we can always use volunteers, so please 

talk with Dave Murray, Billy Carriker or Jim Rockel.  Dave can be reached at 704-455-9469 or 

dmurray16@carolina.rr.com, Billy can be reached at 980-521-5457 or billy@reedycreeklandl.com 

and Jim can be reached at 319-850-1335 or jlrockel@hotmail.com.  Our committee meets the 

first Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. 

BUILDING AND GROUNDS 

Exciting News – Rocky River Readers -- 2017 
We hope more church members and those in the community will join us as we read and discuss 
interesting books in 2017.  We always have a variety of books and authors to discuss.  Each year 
we invite an area author to speak about his or her books and writing style.  We are excited about 
our plans for the first three months of 2017--- 
 

January 23 – Glory Over Everything: Beyond the Kitchen House by Kathleen Grissom 
We enjoyed the characters and story of The Kitchen House in 2016 and are delighted that this  
author has continued the family in this sequel. 
 

February 27 – AUTHOR VISIT-  Mark de Castrique will speak about his newest series set in  
Washington, DC.  The first book in the series, The 13th Target, and the sequel published in 2016, 
The Singularity Race, will be part of his presentation.  Many of you have read his Sam Blackman 
mystery series set in Asheville or his Barry Clayton series.   Let’s have a big crowd to welcome Mark 
back to Rocky River Readers. 
 

March 27 – We can read any book by North Carolina author Robert Morgan who writes historical 
fiction set in our state.  Cabarrus County Public Library system will have Robert Morgan as a guest 
author speaking on a Saturday in April.  By reading and discussing a variety of his books,  
we will enjoy his presentation in April more fully.  Mr. Morgan’s program in April is open to the 
public.   
 

Watch in future newsletters and bulletins for more information about titles for the remainder of 

2017 and details about the two author events mentioned above.  Rocky River Readers meets the 4th 

Monday night of each month January through November at 7pm in the church parlor.  We always 

welcome new folks to the group—women, men, church members, readers from the community. 

ROCKY RIVER READERS 

mailto:dmurray16@carolina.rr.com
mailto:billy@reedycreeklandl.com
mailto:jlrockel@hotmail.com
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January Birthdays 

Name  Name Birthday 

Robin Hancock 1/01 Darren Bird 1/19 

Pat McDonald 1/01 Hazel Lynn Carriker 1/19 

Heather Linker 1/04 Steve Sciascia 1/20 

Jimmy Stafford 1/05 Jeffrey King 1/21 

Elaine Tankersley 1/07 Joe Harazim 1/25 

Neal Carter 1/07 Susan Geist 1/25 

Julia Cagle 1/08 Walt Burr 1/27 

Don Chase 1/09 Amanda Helms 1/27 

Kevin Hoff 1/09 Michelle Helms 1/27 

Priscilla Giuliano 1/10 Nancy Kluttz 1/28 

Dianne Savelle 1/13 Bill Carriker 1/29 

Bob Carter 1/14 Harry Vanpelt 1/29 

Patrick Milliken 1/14 Jaclyn Miller 1/29 

Evelyn Freeman 1/14 Janet Morrison 1/29 

Danielle Clark 1/14 Linda Murray 1/29 

Ben Wakeman 1/17 Megan Miller 1/29 

Marie Morrison 1/18 Rebecca Murray 1/30 

Victor Query 1/19 Traci Bird 1/30 

  Elizabeth Coble 1/31 

    

Donkey Race Dianne Savelle leading the lesson 

2016 STEWARDSHIP SUMMARY 
TOTAL AMOUNT PLEDGED $315,000.00 
PER MONTH $30,288.50 
PER WEEK $6,057.69 
Date wk giving pledged diff(+/_)  
mt gving mt pledged dif(+/-) 
 
 

12/04/2016  $5,676.00 $6,057.69 -$381.69   
$5,676.00    $30,288.50   -$24,612.50 

 

12/11/2016  $6,785.39  $6,057.69  +$727.70 
$12,461.39   $30,288.50  -$17,827.11 
 

12/18/2016  $6,206.01  $6,057.69  +$148.32 
$18,667.40  $30,288.50  -$11,621.10 
  

12/24/2016  $1,459.00  $6,057.69  -$4,598.69 
$20,126.40  $30,288.50  -$10,162.10 
 

12/25/2016  $5,242.00  $6,057.69  -$815.69 
$25,368.40  $30,288.50  -4,920.10 

    STEWARDSHIP SUMMARY  

Education Building  
 

Loan as of 10/24/2016              $ 497,572.81. 
 
Minimum Monthly Payment              $    5,110 
 

Education Building—We are truly blessed 
here at Rocky River to have the new education 
building.  We would ask everyone to pray we 
will get the additional funds needed to pay 
down what we still owe.  If you have not had a 
chance to make the pledge like we did three 
years ago it is not too late for you to join the 
others in this adventure.  Write “ Building 
Fund”  on your check and it will go towards 
paying off our debt. Bless you all, 
The Follow-up Team 

   NEW EDUCATION BUILDING  
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MENU LINEUP FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP MEALS IN JANUARY 
 

   January 4 —Community Meal (Soups) 

   January 11— Chicken Pot Pie 

   January 18—Beef Stew and Potatoes 

   January 25—Honey Glazed Pork Chops 
 

To RSVP—Just fill out a yellow card located in the pew or indicate it when you sign the attendance 

book.  We are happy to share in fellowship with our church community every Wednesday@ 6pm. 

The cost is $5 per meal with a maximum of $15 per family.  
 

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL 

The Free Community Meal we have in the fellowship hall the first Wednesday night of each month 

is growing in popularity! We have had some participation from the community, and  

appreciate that you all make everyone feel welcome.  We are making great strides to truly make this 

a community meal by seeking out those who are unfamiliar to us, sitting at their table and eating 

with them and making them feel part of the Rocky River family.   Please continue to invite anyone in 

the community that you meet. 

 The Free Community Meal is served from 6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  Some people cannot 
come until after 7:00 due to work schedules.  We will not start putting away the food until 7:00.  

 
 

During these cold winter months we will plan to serve Hot Soup, Salad and Bread at the Free Meal.  
We will be looking for volunteers to prepare soups, stews, salads and desserts for these meals and 
to help with set up and clean –up.  Contact Eric Linker if you can help at elinker@windstream.net 

Ushers—Head Usher Bill McDonald 
 

1ST SUNDAY: Lead; Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald,  
Michael McDonald, Ruth McDonald, Danny Tankersley and  
Garrett McDonald 
2ND SUNDAY: Lead; Thomas Linker, Jon Dickason,  
Ted Dickason, Eric Linker, Dave Mowery 
3RD SUNDAY:  Lead; Chip Wells, Baxter Coble,  
Joey Dulin, Steve Jewett and Joe Novobilski 
4TH SUNDAY: Lead; Dave Miller, Chris Bechtol, Bill 
McDonald, Jimmy Stafford and Kevin Harris 
5TH SUNDAY: Lead; JD McNutt and youth 

Infant Nursery 
January 1 Kenza Mitchem 
January 8 Theresa and Abi Watson 
January 15 Janet Little and Spencer Thompson 
January 22 David and Mandy Mowery 
January 29 Candice, Ellie and Maggie Shepard 
 
Toddler Nursery 
January 1 Susan Geist 
January 8 Niki and Garion Schneider 
January 15 Krista Eason and Sarah Bird 
January 22 Rebecca Murray 
January 29 DeDe Dickason, Jon & Savannah 
 
 

Worship Assistants: 
1ST SUNDAY— KATHY LINKER 
2ND SUNDAY– GIGI HUNNICUTT  
3RD SUNDAY—EMMA WAKEMAN 
4TH SUNDAY—CANDICE SHEPARD 
5th SUNDAY— BEN BURR 

A Time for Children 
 

January 1 Sharon Vanpelt 
January 8 Joey Dulin 
January 15 JD McNutt 
January 22 Thomas Heavey 
January 29 Neal Carter 

Bread Ministry 
 

January 1 Libby Coble 
January 8 Priscilla Giuliano 
January 15 Ann Glosson 
January 22 Jean Hager 
January 29 Cathy Jewett 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 

Men’s Breakfast will be held on January 15th at 9:00am in the fellowship hall. We meet the third 

Sunday of every month and encourage all of the men of the church to attend. Please contact Bill 

Smart or Jerry Clark if you plan on coming.   



 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of 

January 

Sunday, January 1   Isaiah 62:6-7, 10-12 and Matthew 1:18-25 

Monday, January 2   Genesis 12:1-7 and John 6:35-42, 48-51 

Tuesday, January 3   Genesis 28:10-22 and John 10:7-17 

Wednesday, January 4   Exodus 3:1-5 and John 14:6-14 

Thursday, January 5   Joshua 1:1-9 and John 15:1-16 

Friday, January 6   Isaiah 52:7-10 and Matthew 12:14-21 

Saturday, January 7   Isaiah 52:3-6 and John 2:1-11 

Sunday, January 8   Isaiah 40:1-11 and John 1:1-7, 19-20, 29-34 

Monday, January 9   Isaiah 40:12-24 and Mark 1:1-13 

Tuesday, January 10   Isaiah 40:25-31 and Mark 1:14-28 

Wednesday, January 11  Isaiah 41:1-16 and Mark 1:29-45 

Thursday, January 12   Isaiah 41:17-29 and Mark 2:1-12 

Friday, January 13   Isaiah 42:(1-9) 10-17 and Mark 2:13-22 

Saturday, January 14   Isaiah (42:18-25) 43:1-13 and Mark 2:23-3:6 

Sunday, January 15   Isaiah 43:14-44:5 and John 4:27-42 

Monday, January 16   Isaiah 44:6-8, 21-23 and Mark 3:7-19a 

Tuesday, January 17   Isaiah 44:9-20 and Mark 3:19b-35 

Wednesday, January 18  Isaiah 44:24—45:7 and Mark 4:1-20 

Thursday, January 19   Isaiah 45:5-17 and Mark 4:21-34 

Friday, January 20   Isaiah 45:18-25 and Mark 4:35-41 

Saturday, January 21   Isaiah 46:1-13 and Mark 5:1-20 

Sunday, January 22   Isaiah 47:1-15 and John 5:2-18 

Monday, January 23   Isaiah 48:1-11 and Mark 5:21-43 

Tuesday, January 24   Isaiah 48:12-21 and Mark 6:1-13 

Wednesday, January 25  Isaiah 49:1-12 and Mark 6:13-29 

Thursday, January 26   Isaiah 49:13-23 (24-26) and Mark 6:30-46 

Friday, January 27   Isaiah 50:1-11 and Mark 6:47-56 

Saturday, January 28   Isaiah 51:1-8 and Mark 7:1-23 

Sunday, January 29   Isaiah 51:9-16 and John 7:14-31 

Monday, January 30   Isaiah 51:17-23 and Mark 7:24-37 

Tuesday, January 31   Isaiah 52:1-12 and Mark 8:1-10 
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Rocky River Presbyterian Church has a Facebook Group!  For those who use Facebook this is a great way to 
virtually connect to what's happening at RRPC.  Look for the Rocky River Presbyterian Church group.  We are 
also on Instagram and Twitter.  Look for rockyriverpc on both apps and follow us! 


