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FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

1/5/2020 $7,661 -$531 -$27,835 

1/12/2020 $6,982 -$1,210 -$20,853 

1/19/2020 $3,980 -$4,212 -$16,873 

1/26/2020 $6,561 -$1,631 -$10,312 

2020 Stewardship Summary 

 

I tend to read a great number of articles about “churchy things”—big surprise, right? 

One of the articles focused on the notion of fishing for people from Matthew.   

“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people,” Jesus tells the first pair of brothers, Simon (who’s called 

Peter) and Andrew. They immediately leave their nets and follow Jesus, as do two other brothers, James 

and John, who must give up even more to follow Jesus: the family fishing business and their father  

Zebedee’s boat (Matthew 4). 
  

The article asks: “How do you fish for people?”  The answer is something like this: “Sometimes discipleship is like ‘casting a net into 

the sea’ (Matt. 4:18) — reaching out in new forms of ministry. At other times it may mean ‘mending our nets’ (Matt. 4:21) — tending to 

the relationships and communities that sustain our service.” 
  

Truly, the church is about connecting with people by reaching out (casting nets) and tending to relationships within the  

community of faith (mending nets).  So, our call as the church (as RRPC) is reaching out and mending.  We can all be about reaching 

out as we continue to invite others to come and join us for worship and fellowship. We can all be about mending nets as we tend to the 

relationships within the congregation.  As a matter of fact, I just had a conversation with a member the other day that wants to work 

with folks in the congregation.  There is a group of folks that wish to visit shut ins who want a visit.  This is a great example of mending 

nets – tending to those relationships within congregation.  

 

I read another article about how to be a congregation that is open to casting nets to reach out and mending nets to tend to relation-

ships in the congregation.   
  

To be such a church, we can: 
  

 •  Be real.   

 •  Listen to member’s concerns.  We can listen to concerns of the children and youth. We can ask how we can pray for our 

 members.  And then actually pray for them.  

 •  Refrain from expecting everyone to be the church like we have always been the church. That is, new folks who come to  the 

 church come with new ideas and expectations.   

 •  Learn to offer such loving hospitality to the new people in our midst that they will always experience church as home. Just as 

 the church is home to me, we can offer the same hospitality to others. 

 •  Remember that there are still people who crave some Good News.  We can cast nets for them.  We as the church still have 

 something to say in the world today.  We can still offer the good news of Christ.   

 •  Help each other in our congregation.  We can mend nets and tend the relationships we have in the congregation.       
  

What if RRPC becomes more concerned with feeding souls and sharing authentic community?  Imagine if we are a church that simply 

wants to bring in Broken People.  If we do that, we can be a real church. 

 
As we move through February, we will be approaching the church season of Lent.  Lent begins this year on February 26—Ash 

Wednesday. During this period, we as Christians show repentance for our sins, because we believe that Christ died for us. 
 

During Ash Wednesday services, a cross is marked on the foreheads of worshippers to symbolize repentance.  Ash Wednesday is  

a significant day in the life of RRPC because it is the beginning of the repentant period of Lent which precedes Easter.  It is also  

important because it is a joint service that we have with our sister church, Bellefonte Presbyterian Church.  Make plans to join in  

worship with our brothers and sisters from Bellefonte as we enter this important part of our Christian faith journey.   

Education Building  

Balance as of 1/15/2020  

    $ 198,241 

We are making great strides in paying 

down this debt!  Thank you for your 

faithful giving!! 



 

 

What Makes Us Unique?  (from the PCUSA website)  1st in a series of articles that explain what makes us unique. 
 

“In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we 

watch for God’s new heaven and new earth praying, ‘Come, Lord Jesus.’” —From “A Brief Statement of Faith” 
 

At the core of Presbyterian identity is a secure hope in the grace of God in Jesus Christ, a hope that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

empowers us to live lives of gratitude: “In affirming with the earliest Christians that Jesus is Lord, the Church confesses that he is its 

hope, and that the Church, as Christ’s body, is bound to his authority and thus free to live in the lively, joyous  

reality of the grace of God.” (Book of Order F-1.0204) 

This strong emphasis on the grace of God in Jesus Christ is our heritage from the founder of the Reformed tradition, John Calvin. 
 

Presbyterians - The name Presbyterian comes from the Greek term in the New Testament for elder, presbuteros, a term used 72 

times in the New Testament. The Presbyterian movement began among Protestants in the 16th and 17th centuries and centered on 

what form of church government would be appropriate. Some thought the church should be governed by bishops (Greek: episkopos) 

and became the Episcopalian party, some by elders and became the Presbyterian party, and some directly by the congrega-

tion, which became the Congregationalist party. 
 

Presbyterian church government emphasizes that the leadership of the church is shared between those called to be ministers and 

church members called to be elders within the congregation — we use the terms Teaching Elder to refer to ministers and Ruling  

Elder to refer to church members called to be elders. This strong emphasis on Presbyterian church government is our heritage from 

Scottish Presbyterians. 
 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is Reformed in its theology and Presbyterian in its church government. 
 

In North America the first presbytery was organized in 1706, the first synod in 1717; the first General Assembly was held in 1789. 

Today’s Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) was created by the 1983 reunion of the two main branches of Presbyterians in America  

separated since the Civil War — the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. and the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. The latter had 

been created by the union of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and the United Presbyterian Church of North America in 1958. 
 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is distinctly a confessional and a connectional church, distinguished by the representation of  

elders in its government. The church has a membership of 1.6 million in all 50 states and Puerto Rico with nearly 10 thousand  

congregations and worshiping communities. 
 

What is unique about the Presbyterian Church?   Presbyterians are distinctive in two major ways. They adhere to a pattern of 

religious thought known as Reformed theology and a form of government that stresses the active, representational leadership of both 

ministers and church members. 
 

Reformed theology - What are human beings created to do? Reformed theology says that human beings are to “know God and 

enjoy [God] forever.”   Theology is a way of thinking about God and God’s relation to the world. Reformed theology evolved during 

the 16th century religious movement known as the Protestant Reformation. 
 

In its confessions, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) expresses the faith of the Reformed tradition. Central to this tradition is the  

affirmation of the majesty, holiness and providence of God who creates, sustains, rules and redeems the world in the freedom of  

sovereign righteousness and love. Related to this central affirmation of God’s sovereignty are other great themes of the Reformed 

tradition: 

 • The election of the people of God for service as well as for salvation. 

 • Covenant life marked by a disciplined concern for order in the church according to the Word of God. 

 • A faithful stewardship that shuns ostentation and seeks proper use of the gifts of God’s creation. 

 • The recognition of the human tendency to idolatry and tyranny, which calls the people of God to work for the        

    transformation of society by seeking justice and living in obedience to the Word of God. (Book of Order, G-2.0500) 
 

Church government - A major contributor to Reformed theology was John Calvin, who converted from Roman Catholicism after 

training for the priesthood and in the law. In exile in Geneva, Switzerland, Calvin developed the Presbyterian pattern of church  

government, which vests governing authority primarily in elected members known as elders. The word Presbyterian comes from the 

Greek word for elder. 
 

Elders are chosen by the people. Together with ministers of the Word and Sacrament, they exercise leadership, government, and 

discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a particular church as well as the church at large, including ecumenical relation-

ships. They shall serve faithfully as members of the session (Book of Order, G-10.0102). When elected as commissioners to higher 

governing bodies, elders participate and vote with the same authority as ministers of the Word and Sacrament, and they are eligible 

for any office (Book of Order, G-6.0302). 

The body of elders elected to govern a particular congregation is called a session. They are elected by the congregation and in one 

sense are representatives of the other members of the congregation. On the other hand, their primary charge is to seek to discover 

and represent the will of Christ as they govern. Presbyterian elders are both elected and ordained. Through ordination they are  

officially set apart for service. They retain their ordination beyond their term in office. Ministers who serve the congregation are also 

part of the session. The session is the smallest, most local governing body. The other governing bodies are presbyteries, which are 

composed of several churches; synods, which are composed of several presbyteries; and the General Assembly, which represents 

the entire denomination. Elders and ministers who serve on these governing bodies are also called presbyters. Presbyteries and  

synods are also collectively referred to as mid councils. 

Calvin’s Corner 

 

 

Next month:  What makes worship unique? 

 

 

February Birthdays Service Volunteers  

Chiming the Hour 

February 2   Erin Mowery 

February 9  Colton Heavey 

February 16   James Ide 

February 23  Neal Dulin 

A Time for Children 

February 2      Neal Carter 

February 9      Sharon Vanpelt 

February 16    Joey Dulin 

February 23    JD McNutt    

Bread Ministry 

February 2     Jean Hager 

February 9     Alice Williams 

February 16   Julia Alexander 

February 24    Mary Loraas 

Worship Assistants 

February 2      Scouts 

February 9      Gigi Hunnicutt 

February 16    Emma Wakeman 

February 23    Candice Shepard 

Infant Nursery 

February 2  Alice Williams 

                        Linda Clark 

February 9   Need Volunteers 

February 16  Need Volunteers 

February 23  Need Volunteers 

This list was generated from our Church Windows database.  If I have missed someone I 

apologize sincerely!  Please let me know if anyone is missing from this list and send the 

correct information to churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.   

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Chris Horton 2/2 Judy Harazim 2/15 

Emery Talton 2/2 Neal Dulin 2/15 

Jason Linker 2/4 Isabella Tankersley 2/17 

Mike Harazim 2/4 Annelise Geist 2/18 

Aydenn Harris 2/5 Devon Hayes 2/18 

Tommy Mullis 2/6 Megan Burr 2/19 

Johnny Freeman 2/7 Isabella Rockel 2/21 

Mike Fisher  2/7 Chip Wells 2/22 

Kate Freeman 2/8 Scott Swaringen 2/24 

Trina Hadfield Jones 2/10 Scott Burr 2/25 

Betsy Biggers 2/11 DeDe Dickerson 2/27 

Arianna Murray 2/13 Helen Ann Funk 2/27 

Mark Tankersley 2/13 Caleb Watson  2/28 

Toddler Nursery 

February 2  Dave/Phyllis Miller 

February 9   Dianne Savelle 

                         Susan Geist 

February 16  Chris/Magan Bechtol 

February 23  Need Volunteers 

Saturday, February 1  Gen. 18:1-16 and John 6:16-27 

Sunday, February 2  Gen. 18:16-33 and Mark 8:22-30 

Monday, February 3  Gen. 19:1-17,(18-23), 24-29 and John 6:27-40 

Tuesday, February 4  Gen. 21:1-21 and John 6:41-51 

Wednesday, February 5  Gen. 22:1-18 and John 6:52-59 

Thursday, February 6  Gen. 23:1-20 and John 6:60-71 

Friday, February 7  Gen. 24:1-27 and John 7:1-13 

Saturday, February 8   Gen. 24:28-38, 49-51 and John 7:14-36 

Sunday, February 9  Gen. 24:50-67 and Mark 10:13-22 

Monday, February 10  Gen. 25:19-24 and John 7:37-52 

Tuesday, February 11  Gen. 26:1-6, 12-33 and John 7:53-8:11   

Wednesday, February 12  Gen. 27:1-29 and John 8:12-20 

Thursday, February 13  Gen. 27:30-45 and John 8:21-32 

Friday, February 14  Gen. 27:46-28:4, 10-22 and John 8:33-47 

Saturday, February 15  Gen. 29:1-20 and John 8:47-59 

Sunday, February 16  Gen. 29:20-35 and Mark 10:23-31 

Monday, February 17  Gen. 30:1-24 and John 9:1-17 

Tuesday, February 18  Gen. 31:1-24 and John 9:18-41 

Wednesday, February 19  Gen. 31:25-50 and John 10:1-18 

Thursday, February 20  Gen 32:3-21 and John 10:19-30 

Friday, February 21  Gen. 32:22-33:17 and John 10:31-42 

Saturday, February 22   Gen. 35:1-20 and John 11:1-16 

Sunday, February 23  Mal. 4:1-6 and Luke 9:18-27 

Monday, February 24  Prov. 27:1-6, 10-12 and John 18:15-18, 25-27 

Tuesday, February 25   Prov. 30:1-4, 24-33 and John 18:28-38 

Wednesday, February 26  Amos 5:6-15 and Luke 18:9-14 

Thursday, February 27  Hab. 3:1-10 (11-15) 16-18 and John 17:1-8 

Friday, February 28  Ezek. 18:1-4, 25-32 and John 17:9-19 

Saturday, February 29  Ezek. 39:21-29 and John 17:20-26 

Scripture Readings - February 

We NEED more 
VOLUNTEERS FOR 
THE Nursery!!!!! 



 

 

Ushers 

Week 1: Butch & Ruth Ann McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Mike/Betsy Biggers 

Week 2:  Jim Pharr, Patrick Spickard, Dave Mowery, Bob Windell, Ted Dickason 

Week 3:  Steve/Priscilla Giuliano, Steve Jewett, Dianne/Tim Savelle 

Week 4:  Dori/Scott Swaringen, Jeff Thomas, Bob Carter, Devin Shepard  

Week 5:  Phil/Chase Tipton, Brad/Brandon Earley, Ed Watson 

Buildings and Grounds News 

We are making progress slowly on the youth   kitchen. The next step will be painting the walls.  The source of water in JD’s office has 

been found. We will be replacing the drain for a corner downspout that is leaking. Landscaping at the manse will  begin on Feb. 1 with 

removal of plants, and Feb. 8 for replacement plants to be installed. 

Future projects include:  Painting the exterior of the Educational building, Painting the exterior of the manse, Painting interior of the 

fellowship hall and other areas of need, Replace manse roof, The dead  tree behind the session house has been removed 
 

The Building and Grounds committee meets the first Monday of each month at 6:00pm.  Our next meeting is February 3rd.   

We can always use help!!  
 

Interested?  Contact any member of the committee: 

King McCachren, 980-213-0180/rockyriverpkpl@msn.com 

Jim Stafford, 704-201-3115/stafco@bellsouth.net 

Jim Pharr, 980-329-6225/jlpharr@aol.com 

Youth 

Youth News 
from JD McNutt, Youth Director 
 

Well, to be honest, my heart has been heavy lately. And when it feels that way, writing sometimes helps me.  

So the other night I got a message from a friend, “Hey, have you heard about this?”  One of my former youth 

from another church had passed away. From what I understand she lost a battle with cancer and in the past 

few months had been in a lot of pain. I was shocked to hear it. She was only 33. I’m still in shock. 
 

Katie was a girl who had been on mission trips with me, came to Bible Studies, etc... She was one of those youth that was not  

just a member of the church but was there when the doors were open. And she brought a lot of joy and laughter.  A real blessing to 

know and I’m thankful for those years. 
 

Over the past few days a lot of memories have come back like a flood. And it has been a reminder that life is a blessing and each  

moment is special. Life is not something to be wasted. Each breath that we have is truly a gift. 
 

Last week you guys completed your first mission of 2020. A year that we have planned to do 20 different missions. Our first one was 

beautiful. We went to Carillon but made it different by baking cookies to take with the flowers. There was one lady’s room where we 

gathered for a few moments. She kept saying over and over, “You all are my angels!” The next day someone said something about the 

lady not remembering us later. In some ways that may be true. In 3 hours she may have not remembered us. Or maybe in 30 minutes 

or 5 minutes. She did have dementia. However, for those few moments you all were her angels. And I think that is beautiful in itself. 
 

In this next month of 2020 I hope you continue to be a blessing to others. And may you remember that life is a gift. A treasure that 

should never be wasted. Go out and do all the good that you can. Go and be those angels. For those moments are indeed special. 
 

Peace, 

JD 

Counters 

Week 1: Joe Novobilski and Jon Dickason 

Week 2:  Traci Bird and Steve Jewett 

Week 3:  Bo Geist and Ben Burr 

Week 4:  Scott Jones and Frank Reynolds 

Week 5:  Don Chase and one main counter 

 Youth Calendar  
Sunday School—Sunday Morning at 10:00am down in the basement  
Middle School and High School youth gather each week before  
worship service.  
Lego Workshop every Wednesday at 6:45pm after dinner           

Feb 2 - Youth Football game! 2pm in field on Pharr Mill Rd 
Feb 9 - Youth 5pm 
Feb 16 - Mission #2 “Hot Chocolate” 
Feb 23 - Youth 5pm 

Save the Date 

Sacraments Education for Gr. K-2 

Sundays, March 1-22, 10:00 a.m.  

during Sunday School 

 

 

Vacation Bible School   

July 26-30 Who Is My Neighbor?

Learning to Love Like Jesus  

 

 

Church Life 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP MEALS 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

COST: $5/meal, $15/family maximum 
 

Menu For February 

February 5 -  Soups, Salads and Desserts 
Free Community Meal 

February 12 - Matchmakers Chicken - veggie and rice 

February 19 -  BBQ pork Sandwiches (package) 

February 26 - Taco bar Beef/Chicken 
 

To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming when you sign  
the attendance book or call the office. 

In an effort to keep the cost at $5 per person, we are asking for 
volunteers to bring desserts each week.  Please let Cyndi know if 

you can bring a dessert. 

FAMILY GAME NIGHT!! 
Friday February 14th and 28th 
7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 
Bring your favorite game and a snack to 
share!  Let’s invite friends and neighbors to 
join us! 

Soups and Desserts Needed for Community Meal!  
If you can bring a soup or dessert to the Community Meal 

on Wednesday, February 5 please contact Cyndi in the 

office.  We normally like to have 15 pots of soup and  
6 desserts.  This dinner is very popular with our members 

and visitors!  Hope to see you all there!! 

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 
All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship. 

Tuesday, February 4 

Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church Parlor 

Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m., the home of Priscilla Giuliano 

All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible Studies.   

We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, prayer and fellowship.  

We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!  We meet the first Tuesday of each month.  

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Men’s Breakfast 

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, February 16 at 9:00a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers.  What a great opportunity for 

fellowship among our men! 
Questions?  Please contact Jerry Clark at 704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

Theology on Tap  

with Neal will be held Monday, 

February 10 at 7:00pm at  

The Percent Tap House in  

Harrisburg. Come and enjoy a 

lively discussion  

centered around life and  

theology.  All are welcome!!   

Silver Sneakers Yoga 

and Exercise Classes - 

are now offered EVERY-

DAY at various times in 

the Fellowship Hall.  Crystal Passmore is the instructor 

and is certified by Silver Sneakers.  If you are a member 

of Silver Sneakers the class is offered at no charge, if 

you are not a member of Silver Sneakers the cost is $3 

per class.  This class is designed for all ages and skill 

levels.  Chairs are available if needed for support!  

Come and give it a try!  A detailed schedule is  

hanging on the bulletin outside Neal’s office.   

FAITH FILLED YOGA - Every Monday at 6:30pm.  Leslie has been teaching here  

for 1.5 years now, and has enjoyed leading you on your yoga journey.  She  

welcomes everyone to her classes, no matter what level you are.  Classes are open 

to the public, invite your friends and neighbors and give it a try!  There is no set fee,  

a donation of $10 is suggested but Leslie will accept whatever you can give.  

The Podcast of our worship service is a blessing to many people.  We need to be aware that the sensitive microphones that are 

used pick up conversations from across the sanctuary. The recording for the Podcast starts with the Prelude at the piano or 

hand bells or organ and continues to the end of the service.  When we enter the sanctuary and throughout the service, we need 

to be mindful of the Podcast recording and that we are entering God's house--a place of reverence. 

 
Coming Soon 

Bridal Shower  for Rebecca Murray 

Sunday March 29 2-4 (details to  

follow) 

 

Easter Egg Hunt—Saturday April 4 

 

Easter Sunday  - April 12 

Flowering the Cross 

All Church Breakfast 

Worship Service 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLkZy8i6_eAhVnk-AKHd5qArwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstthomaswichita.com%2Ffaithformation%2Fadult-ff%2Fyoung-adults%2F392-theology-on-tap&psig=AOvVaw3DButonIgB


 

 

Rocky River Readers 
 
 

Meets the 4th Monday of each month at 

7:00pm in the church parlor.  As our reading 

year continues, we welcome readers from the 

congregation and community to join us on 

Feb. 24
th
 at 7pm in the church Parlor.  We will 

discuss The Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly. 

Based on a true story of a New York socialite who  

championed a group of concentration camp survivors known 

as the Rabbits, this debut novel reveals a story of love,  

redemption and terrible secrets that were hidden for decades.  

Caroline Ferriday is a former Broadway actress and liaison to 

the French consulate whose life is forever changed when  

Hitler’s army invades Poland in Sept. 1939—and then sets its 

sights on France.  An ocean away from Caroline, Kasia 

Kuzmerick, a Polish teenager, sinks deeper into her role as a 

courier for the underground resistance movement. 

In Germany, Herta Oberheuser, a young doctor, answers an 

ad for a government medical position—only to find herself 

trapped in a male-dominated realm of Nazi secrets and power.  

The lives of these three women are set on a collision course 

when the unthinkable happens and Kasia is sent to Ravens-

bruck, the notorious Nazi concentration camp for women. 

Their stories cross continents, as Caroline and Kasia strive to 

bring justice to those whom history has Forgotten.  

Questions?  Please contact Marie Morrison at  704-455-2487/ 

morrison1960@windstream.net 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Jeff Tipton, brother of Phil Tipton; Richard Hoover, brother of Harlan Hoover; Owen Hey, nephew of Glenn Jones; 

The Scott Family; Michelle Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry Clark; Eric Larsen; Frances Parnell, mother-in-law of Joe Novobilski; JoAnn Lampe, friend of 

Cindy Spickard; Buddy Holden, friend of Jim Stafford; Evelyn Freeman; Curtis Rose, cousin of Shirley Rockel; Lucy Butler; friend of Dianne Savelle; 

Devin Rockel during his deployment; John Martin Field, Jr.; Kendall, child age friend of Pam Sciascia; Todd Lefler, cousin of Ashelyn Earley; Sally 

Alexander, daughter of Terry and Beth Alexander; Marcella Burton, co-worker of Deb Carter’s; Frank Byrne, friend of Traci Bird; Dale Powers; Mike 

Torella, brother-in-law of Priscilla and Steve Giuliano; Megan Mayes, daughter of Mark & Nancy McSwain; Ron Violette; Rodney Garrett, scout parent; 

Linda Collins, friend of Traci Bird; Frank Bishop, uncle of Patrick Spickard; Susan Monteith, sister of Megan Bechtol; Terry Kelly, friend of Reggie and 

Gigi Hunnicutt; Evelyn Elliott, friend of Julia Alexander; Whitaker Raymer and his family, relatives of King and Pam McCachren; Avery Phillips, friend of 

Alice Williams; Kylie Wilson, friend of the Giuliano’s;  Don and Pat Bechtol, parents of Chris Bechtol; Phyllis Griffin; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark;  

Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura Milliken; Pat McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Wes Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Ann 

Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie 

Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan Milliken; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Teresa Williams.  

 

 

 

 

On Sunday February 2nd the 

Youth will be accepting  

monetary donations or canned 

foods to be donated to the  

Harrisburg Food Pantry.   

You can bring the canned goods 

anytime before February 2nd and 

place them in the  

collection bins in the vestibule 

and in the lobby of the  

Education Building.   

“Lord, even as we enjoy the  

Super Bowl football game, help us 

be mindful of those without a bowl 

of soup to eat.” 

Scout Sunday - Scout Sunday is Sunday, February 2nd.  Our Troop 83 and Pack 

83 will join us in worship and serve alongside Neal.  This is the primary date to rec-

ognize the contributions of young people and adults to Scouting. The Scout Sunday 

tradition was started to make people in houses of worship aware of Scouting, and to 

allow Scouts to live out their "Duty to God" pledged each week.  We hope you will 

join us as we celebrate our Scouts.  

Our spring series will begin on February 13.  We are happy to add 

Karen Cobb to our group of facilitators, which includes Mimi  

Reynolds, Pam Sciascia, Alice Williams, and Julia Alexander. 
 

This group of folks from RRPC care about other people who have 

lost loved ones and are willing to share and listen with anyone who is in the same situation.  
 

Please let your friends know they can join us if they feel the need to share.   

Registration can be done online @ www.griefshare.org or by calling the church office at 

704-455-2947 or 704-455-9753.   
 

The only cost for the class is $15  for the workbook and we will be in the lobby of the  

fellowship hall to start registrations at 6:30 pm on Thursday, Feb. 13.   

The class will meet upstairs in room 216. Many Prayers are appreciated. 

Are You in need of Balance & Peace? 

The New Year got me thinking about this, and several things 

came together to remind me that there are several ways to 

help achieve my goals. 

1.  I  began a Gratitude Journal that I just write a comment in 

when I first get up in the morning; sometimes I add to it, but it   

starts my day off right. 

2.  Bible Study has brought me a long way in my faith journey.  

I began this weekly in-depth study with a group of women of  

varied backgrounds when I retired in 2010. It has proven to be  

a great learning experience and I recommend it to anyone who is 

seeking a deeper understanding of God's plan in life.   

We offer several Bible Studies here at RRPC; Sunday School, 

Presbyterian Women, Theology on Tap, Tuesday morning and/

or Wednesday Evening.  It’s never too late to try one! 

3.  Balance can come in many ways:  sometimes altering my 

busy schedule and getting more rest, or doing self-care by get-

ting an occasional massage.  Healing Touch has been  my cen-

tering practice for over 20 years and I am glad to share it with 

others.   

    I offer a clinic on the 3rd Sunday of the month in the  

afternoon to help people deal with pain through relaxation re-

sponse.  Anyone interested in trying this technique can make an 

appointment with me.  Sessions last 30 minutes and there is no 

charge for this service.  Donations to the building fund are appre-

ciated.  Many thanks to everyone who has helped to make 

RRPC a forward thinking church! 

Julia R. Alexander RN BSN  

Certified Healing Touch Practitioner.  

 

 

Children’s News 

from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 
 

Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at Rocky River?  Contact Sharon 

Vanpelt (dce@rockyriver.org) or Cindy Spickard (thespickardfamily@gmail.com)   
 

From the DCE’s Corner February 2020 

We love our heroes, don’t we, especially human heroes?  Not just our military, law enforcement,  

firefighters, and the like, but those everyday “Joes and Josephines” who stop what they are  

doing to help someone in an amazing way.  They make us feel that the human race still has worth; 

that, no matter how depressed we get with the murder and mayhem that continues to happen all over 

the world, there are still good people out there and the world has not completely gone mad.  They 

even make us hope that we might behave similarly if we are confronted with a similar situation.  
 

Heather Cox Richardson, in her blog Letters from an American, writes, “Heroism is neither being perfect, nor doing something  

spectacular. In fact, it’s just the opposite: it’s regular, flawed human beings, choosing to put others before themselves, even at great 

cost, even if no one will ever know, even as they realize the walls might be closing in around them.” 
 

Most people don’t wake up one morning and say to themselves that they were about to do something heroic. It’s just that, when they 

are confronted with something, they do what is right.  Notice that this does not say, “what they think is right.”  To us as Christians, this 

is a major difference.  What is right is what God tells us through the Bible and through the life of Jesus Christ. Loving God and loving 

neighbor is what Scripture tells us is right (Luke 10:27).  If our actions show this, then we are fulfilling our roles as believers.  

Heroes?  Maybe.  Imperfect human beings?  Sure.  Disciples of Christ?  Absolutely! 

Bible Studies - It’s never too late to join in on a Bible study or faithful conversation. 
 

Adults  

Tuesday mornings at 9:00 upstairs in the Session Room.  Studying Luke’s account of the life of Christ using Determined by  

Heather Dixon.  Ann Windell is the moderator. 
 

Wednesday evenings at 6:45 upstairs in the Session Room.  Exploring the Old Testament using The Bible From Scratch by Donald 

McKim.  Mary Lorax and Heather Linker are moderators. 
 

Theology on Tap - An informal conversation on faith for adults, meets at 7:00 p.m. monthly on the 2nd Monday of the month 

at Percent Tap House in Harrisburg Town Center.  Beverages of all kinds and snacks are available for purchase. 

Nursery Volunteers—URGENT NEED!!! 

An essential part of our church ministry is providing care for families with young children.  Clean, safe, and well-staffed  

nurseries are important but often unappreciated gifts of the congregation.  If you can give an hour every month or so during  

the worship hour to care for our littlest family members in the nursery, please contact Mandy Williams or Cindy Spickard.   

Godly Play Schedule for February 

Please secure a substitute if you will not be present on your assigned date. 

2020 
Godly Play I (age 4-Gr. 2) 
Teacher/Doorkeeper  

Godly Play II (Gr. 3-5) 
Teacher/Doorkeeper 

Feb. 2 Jesus Feeds 5000  (Sharon/Mandy Ide) Parable of the Vine  (Julia C. Erica) 

Feb. 9 Parable of the Good Samaritan (Cindy/Mandy W)  Parable of the Great Pearl (Julia A./Kenza) 

Feb. 16 Holy Bible  (Dave/Mandy I.) Holy Bible  (Sharon/Magan) 

Feb. 23 Parable of the Sower  (Sharon/Erica) Books of the Bible   (Janet/Candice) 

Mar. 1 Lenten Puzzle Lenten Puzzle 

Workshop:  Elementary kids and Lego fans of all ages are invited to join in on Wednesday nights to  

recreate the Manse in Lego form. This model will join the Lego sanctuary that is currently in the Session 

Room.  We will meet in the youth area downstairs from 6:45 – 7:15 p.m. throughout January and February.   

http://www.griefshare.org
mailto:dce@rockyriver.org

