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Worship Ministry 

Choir Chime Ringer, Today:  Isabella Rockel                               Next Week: Anna Talton 
 

Worship Assistant Today: Ben Burr                           Next Week:  Kathy Linker 
 

Ushers, Today:  Youth and Team 4 (Reggie Hunnicutt) 
 

Next Week:  Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Jim Pharr, Ruth McDonald, Patrick 

Spickard 

A Time for Children, Today:  Thomas Heavey                              Next Week:  Julia Alexander 
 

Nursery Volunteers, Today:   DeDe Dickason and Savannah, Candice, Maggie and Ellie Shepard  
 

Next Week:  Kenza Mitchem and Heather Linker; Susan Geist 
 

Bread Ministry Baker, This Week: Julia Alexander                       Next Week:  Traci Bird 
 

Godly Play: Jane/Beau Talton; Janet Little/Dave Mowery    
 

Next Week:  Julia Alexander/Magan Bechtol; Sharon Vanpelt/Janet Little 
 

†  Please stand if you are able 

                                              Sending 
 

†     HYMN #343             Called as Partners in Christ’s Service                                  
 

† CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

†     CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 Go, tell it on the mountain.  Over the hills and everywhere.  Go, tell it on the 
 mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

 POSTLUDE 

Rocky River Presbyterian Church ● 7940 Rocky River Road ● Concord NC 28025 

www.rockyriver.org ● 704-455-2479 ● fax: 704-455-2489 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Neal Carter ● 704-455-2479 or 910-280-9688 ● nealcarter64@gmail.com 

Church Administrator: Cyndi Conway ● 704-455-2479 ● churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

Director of Christian Education: Sharon Vanpelt ● 704-455-2479 ● dce@rockyriver.org 

Youth Director:  JD McNutt ● 704-455-2479 ● youthrrpc@gmail.com 
 

Office Hours:  Mon. thru Thurs. 9:00 to 4:00 and Friday 9:00 to 12:00 

 
   

 

Morning Worship 

Sunday, December 31, 2017 
1st Sunday after Christmas Day 

11:00 a.m. 

PRELUDE                                  (Let us prepare our hearts for worship ● Please silence your cell phones) 
 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR                      Isabella Rockel   
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

 One: As the Wise Men sought him and found him by the light of the star, so 

  we, following the light that God has given us, find him this day in the 

  praise and the prayers, the and words and the actions, of his faithful 

  people. 
 
 
 

 All: We thank God for the Christ child and for the hope, the peace, the 

  joy, and the love that his coming has brought to the world. 
 
 
 

 One: Let us pray:  
 
 
 

 All: Loving God, Emmanuel, as we enter into the new year, we give 

  thanks to you for how you have blessed us in the past year - and 

  for what you will lead us to in the days ahead.  Grant that we may 

  walk with the one born in Bethlehem, and that our worship and our 

  praise may bring to him, and to you, and to the Holy Spirit, the  

  glory and honor due your most Holy Name.  Bless this gathering of 

  your people with your presence and feed and inspire us in body, 

  mind, soul, and spirit.  Amen. 

Gathering 

†  HYMN  #66                      We Three Kings of Orient Are   
                  
 

†  CALL TO CONFESSION 
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  One: Friends believe the good news of the gospel. 

  All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

  One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  

   The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

  All: And also with you. 

Let us exchange a word of peace with our neighbors and remain standing for our Response to Forgiveness 

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON & PASSING THE PEACE                  

†  RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS           Gloria Patri                                     #579 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the  

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen.  
 

The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  (unison)                                                                                

Our Lord and our God,  
Now as we hear your Word, fill us with your spirit. Open our hearts and our  
minds that we may discern your ways. Fill us with your light. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

  (The pastor stands in front of an un-lit Christ candle) 
 

 One: Sometimes we feel lost and even consumed by darkness. We wonder if 

  we are loveable. Our actions dim the value and worth of others, and  

  ourselves.  

 All: Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy.  
 

 One: Sometimes we feel lost in shadows of unclear choices. Which way will 

  lead to justice? To transformation? To peace? We are afraid to risk a 

  step out, unsure of the path. 
 

 All: Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
 

  (The pastor lights the candle) 
 

 

 One:   But in Christ, God has given us a new Light, kindling unconditional love 

  for us, and showing us a well-lit path to wholeness and forgiveness; to 

  courage and clarity. 
 

 All: Thanks be to God.                                          Time of Silent Confession 

†  LITANY OF CONFESSION   (responsive) 

A TIME FOR CHILDREN          Thomas Heavey 
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PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
 
 

       OFFERTORY 
 

 †    DOXOLOGY       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”        #592 
 

       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here       
       below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy  
       Ghost. Amen. 

†  HYMN #339                      Be Thou My Vision 

 

ANTHEM 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                                                 Matthew 2:1-12  

 One: The Word of the Lord. 
 All:     Thanks be to God.  
 
 

SERMON                 A New Way                                          Neal Carter 
 

Responding to the Word  

† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                   (The Confession of 1967)         

The church disperses to serve God wherever its members are, at work or play, in 

private or in the life of society. Their prayer and Bible study are part of the 

church’s worship and theological reflection. Their witness is the church’s   

evangelism. Their daily action in the world is the church in mission to the world. 

The quality of their relation with other persons is the measure of the church’s 

fidelity. Amen. 

†    PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)                                                

Loving God, may these gifts reveal to us and to others the Light that is Jesus.  

And may this Light lead us on into new and challenging ways of living and  

serving.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into  

temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen.    


