
Daily Scripture Readings: 

Sunday, January 1  Isaiah 62:6-7, 10-12 and Matthew 1:18-25 
Monday, January 2  Genesis 12:1-7 and John 6:35-42, 48-51 
Tuesday, January 3 Genesis 28:10-22 and John 10:7-17 
Wednesday, January 4 Exodus 3:1-5 and John 14:6-14 
Thursday, January 5 Joshua 1:1-9 and John 15:1-16  
Friday, January 6  Isaiah 2:7-10 and Matthew 12:14-21 
Saturday, January 7 Isaiah 52:3-6 and John 2:1-11 
Sunday, January 8  Isaiah 40:1-11 and John 1:1-7, 19-20, 29-34  

Rocky River Presbyterian Church ● 7940 Rocky River Road ● Concord NC 28025 

www.rockyriver.org  

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Neal Carter ● 704-455-2479 or 910-280-9688 ● nealcarter64@gmail.com 

Church Administrator: Cyndi Conway ● 704-455-2479 ● secretary@rockyriver.org 

Director of Christian Education: Sharon Vanpelt ● 704-455-2479 ● dce@rockyriver.org 

Youth Director:  JD McNutt ● 704-455-2479 ● youthrrpc@gmail.com 

Twitter and Instagram!!  Find us @rockyriverpc on both tw itter 

and Instagram and get instant notifications about upcoming events and 

news from RRPC.  The more followers we have the more retweets we get 

and the more people learn about RRPC!! 

Monthly Ministry Team Meetings 
Meeting times are being revised and will be posted the first of the year with the 
new Committee chairpersons.  Don’t forget to fill out your Time and Talent Form to 
help with these ministries! 

Special Thanks to Jerry Clark, Lindy Linenberger, Carol Lyerly and Niki Schneider 

for faithfully serving as elders for the last three years!  The Class of 2019 will be 

installed on January 8th and we are excited to welcome Ben Schneider, Marie  

Morrison, Shawnee Wakeman, Thomas Heavey and Billy Carriker to our Session.  

  
CLASS of 2017 
  

  
CLASS of 2018 CLASS OF 2019 

Darren Bird 
Finance & Administration 

Steve Jewett 
Finance & Administration 

Shawnee Wakeman 
Finance & Administration 

Ben Burr 
Worship 

Nancy Thomas 
Worship 

Marie Morrison 
Worship 

Eric Linker 
Congregational Connections 

Candice Shepard 
Congregational Connections 

Ben Schneider 
Congregational Connections 

David Murray 
Building & Grounds 

Jim Rocker 
Building & Grounds 

Billy Carriker 
Building & Grounds 

Joe Novobilski 
Clerk of Session 
Christian Education 

Dave Mowery 
Christian Education 

Thomas Heavey 
Christian Education 
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704-455-2479 

 

January 1, 2017 

1st Sunday after Christmas Day 

11:00am 



PRELUDE                                                                         (Let us prepare our hearts for worship) 
 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR                   Colton Heavey                
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 148) 
 

 One:   Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in 
  the heights! 
 All: Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 
 One:   Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 
 All:     Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the 
  heavens! 
 One:   Let them praise the name of the Lord forever and ever.  
 All:     Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is  
  exalted; his glory is above earth and heaven. 
 One:   Let all God’s people praise the Lord! 
 All:     Praise the Lord! 

Gathering 

†  HYMN #63                “As with Gladness Men of Old” 

†  CALL TO CONFESSION 

†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                       

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON & PASSING THE PEACE 

  One: Friends believe the good news of the gospel. 
  All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
  One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another. 
   The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
  All: And also with you. 

†  RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS              “Gloria Patri”                       #579 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen. 

Let us exchange a word of peace with our neighbors and remain standing for our Response to Forgiveness 

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light  
shining in darkness. We confess that we have not welcomed the light, or 
trusted good news to be good. We have closed our eyes to glory in our 
midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt, and renew 
our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, and live in the 
truth of Christ the Lord. Amen.                                 (Time for Silent Confession) 

                 

One:   The Word of the 

Children: Sharon Vanpelt—Director of Christian Education 
 

THANK YOU to all those people who helped to present “The Backwards  

Christmas Pageant” for the congregation.  It is often hard to comprehend the 
amount of planning, preparation, rehearsals, and organization it requires to produce 
a children’s pageant.   It is not just the directors who work hard, but the many  

parent helpers who helped coach rehearsals, families who brought children to  

practice and played rehearsal CDs over and over, folks who ran the sound system, 
folks who made last-minute costumes and props, helpers with music, and ‘herders’ 
of children.  It takes a village to bring the birth story of Jesus to life, and we are 
most grateful to the children who worked so hard to spark the Christmas spirit  

within each of us.   
 

Advent coloring posters— The special posters we have been coloring on  
Wednesdays are on display in the vestibule of the sanctuary.  Please take a moment 
to see all that you can see in these wonderful, modern posters. 
 
Godly Play needs more teachers—Both of our Godly Play Sunday School classes 
are going well.  These classes provide time for children to engage in scripture stories 
and experience them as part of the whole collective of the Bible.  We are blessed 
with a group of leaders committed to this program but we would like to have more 
adults to help teach these classes, especially grades 3-5.  If you are interested in 
teaching Godly Play, please contact Sharon Vanpelt or JD McNutt.   

Youth Group— Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, January 4th after the  
community meal. A more detailed calendar of events is forthcoming.   

Youth:  JD McNutt—Youth Director  

EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT—Garion Schneider, an Eagle Scout Candidate, has begun 

installation of a new gate at the Rocky River Road entrance of the new cemetery.  

When completed, it will be a beautiful addition to our property.   

Planning a Spring Book Sale To Benefit RRPC Building Fund 

Do you like to read books?  Do you have some books you have finished and wish 
you knew a way to find them a new home?  We are planning a book sale in the 
spring with the profits going to the new building fund.  You can help right now by 
setting aside fiction books, non-fiction books (such as cookbooks, histories,  
biographies, craft books, etc.), children’s books, music CDs, DVDs, books on CD, 
magazines, jigsaw puzzles, and games.  We hope to have a large number of books, 
both hardbacks and paperbacks, for folks to buy.    

Building and Grounds— Meeting Monday evening Jan. 2nd at 6:30.  Billy Carriker 

(as a new elder) is now our third chairperson.  As always, if you have energy,  

talents or gifts to share we can always use volunteers, so please talk with Dave 

Murray, Billy Carriker or Jim Rockel.  Dave can be reached at 704-455-9469 or 

dmurray16@carolina.rr.com, Billy can be reached at 980-521-5457 or  

billy@reedycreeklandl.com and Jim can be reached at 319-850-1335 or  

jlrockel@hotmail.com.   

mailto:dmurray16@carolina.rr.com
mailto:billy@reedycreeklandl.com
mailto:jlrockel@hotmail.com


Announcements: 

The Harrisburg Food Pantry— We shopped with 13 families (35 individuals) and a 
limited staff of volunteers on Dec. 26th.  We are in need of: cold cereal, pasta sauce, 
white potatoes (canned, boxed or pouches), deodorant, tooth paste. 
Thanks for a wonderful 2016 and we look forward to your continued support in 
2017.  We will be open for shopping on Monday, January 2, 2017. 

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL—Wednesday January 4th at 6:00pm.  We w ill be 

serving soups, salad and desserts and need volunteers to bring these items.  If you 

can bring a soup, salad or dessert please contact Niki Schneider.  Spread the word to 

your neighbors and friends and invite them to join us for food and fellowship.  

LOST AND FOUND— I have put the Lost and Found box in the vestibule for you to 

look through.  Please take a moment to see if anything belongs to you.  Items left 

in the box after January 8th will be donated to Good Will.  

The Rocky River Ramblers w ill take a trip to Hendersonville and the Flat 
Rock Theater on Friday, March 10, 2017.  Rooms at the Best Western will be 
$89.99 plus tax and everyone will need to make their own reservation after  
December 15th.  Fifteen rooms are being held until 2/10/17.  When you make your 
reservations, book under the name Rocky River Ramblers.  Tickets to see the  
Nashville Road Show at Flat Rock Theater will be $37.90 each and pay Carol Lyerly 
before 2/15/17 to get group rates.  Call Carol or Jim Lyerly for information. 
Best Western Hendersonville Inn ● 105 Sugarloaf Rd. ● Hendersonville, NC 28792 
828-692-0521  

The Healing Touch Clinic is scheduled for January 8th from 2-4 pm in the up-
stairs of the fellowship building.  We now have 3 massage tables and 2 Zero Gravity 
chairs for clients to use with a certified practitioner.  There is be a sign-up sheet in 
the vestibule for 20-30 minute sessions that I hope members of the  
congregation will use to avoid a lot of waiting.  We will be opening it up to the  
community soon and have already had people interested in attending. Evaluations 
from previous clinics this fall indicated positive results in issues involving pain and 
stiff muscles.  We will hold the clinic on the second Sunday of each month. 
Julia Alexander, RN, BSN, Certified Healing Touch Practitioner 

New Signs— Have you noticed the new signs showing people the “way” to the  
office, sanctuary and fellowship hall?  Thank you to Rex Carriker for designing them 
and bringing them in under budget!  And thank you to Harold Melvin for helping Rex 
install them! 
 

East Entrance— Another thank you to the folks that helped with the landscaping or 
the east entrance:  Billy Carriker, Harold Melvin, Joe Novobilski, Jim Rockel and  
Jimmy Stafford.  And thanks to Ted Dickason for cleaning up the dead trees at the 
manse.   

Women’s Circles— The Presbyterian Women’s Morning will meet at 10:00am on 

Tuesday, Jan. 3rd in the Parlor at the Church.  The evening circle will meet at 

7:00pm at the home of Carol Lyerly.  All women of the church are invited to attend  

either circle. 

The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  (unison)                     

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                             Psalm 107:10-15 (page 559) 
   
 

TIME FOR CHILDREN               Sharon Vanpelt                             
 

ANTHEM          
  

THE GOSPEL LESSON                                                   Mark 1:9-15 (page 35) 
 

 One:   The Word of the Lord. 
 All:     Thanks be to God. 
 

 

SERMON                          “Breaking and Entering”                 Rev. George Slaton                     

        Responding to the Word 

Almighty God, with great joy, we celebrate the gift of the Christ child.  In 
your word, embrace the earth with your glory and be for us a living hope; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                     Apostle’s Creed         

†  HYMN #510      “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the  

power, and the glory, forever. Amen.    

One:   The Word of the 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth;  And in  

Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

       OFFERTORY 
 

 †    DOXOLOGY       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”        #592 
 

       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures 
       here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son 
       and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 †    PRAYER OF DEDICATION       

God, you have given each of us gifts to use as members of the 
body of Christ. Here are our gifts – the work of our hands, our 
hearts, and our lives. We pray that they may help to bring the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to our world, today and always, here and  
everywhere. Amen. 

                                                    Sending 
 

†     HYMN #387           “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”                                   

 

† CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

†     CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
 

   O Come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye 
   to  Bethlehem! Come, and behold Him, Born the King of angels! O 
   Come let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us 
   adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 

 

POSTLUDE 

†  Please stand if you are able 

Choir Chime Ringer for Today: Colton Heavey            Next Week:  Evan Spickard 
 
 

Worship Assistant for Today:  Kathy Linker               Next Week:  Gigi Hunnicutt 
 
 

Ushers for Today: Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Michael McDonald, Ruth McDonald, 
Danny Tankersley, Garrett McDonald. 
 
 

Next Week:  Jon Dickason, Ted Dickason, Eric Linker, Thomas Linker, Dave Mowery  
 
 

A Time for Children - Today:                                       Next Week:   
 

Nursery Volunteers Today:   Kenza Mitchem; Susan Geist 
 
 

Next Week:  Theresa and Abi Watson; Niki and Garion Schneider  
 
 

Bread Ministry This Week - Baker: Libby Coble                 Next Week:  Priscilla Giuliano 

Rocky River Presbyterian Church- Insert 
Sunday, January 1, 2017 
 

Commitment Report for Last Sunday 
Worship Attendance December 25, 2016 ……………143                Sunday School…..……N/A 
 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Hunter Biddy, niece of Dee Davis as she starts 
a new adventure with the Navy; Steve Perrine, uncle of Traci Bird; Tevis Pinkerton, 
friend of Jerry Clark; Alan Cochran, brother of Neal Cochran; Mike Harazim; Ann 
Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Drew Powell, infant nephew of Martha 
Ann McConnell’s sister-in-law; Ruth Samuelson, friend of Martha Ann McConnell; 
Thad Efird; Karen DeCarlo, co-worker of Alice Williams; Linda Long, friend of Dee  
Davis; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Richard Hoover, brother of Harlan 
Hoover; Ellie Wagoner; Helene Linenberger; Johnston Howie; Anita Whitley, neighbor 
of Pat McDonald; Jim & Louise Murray; Kristine Way, co-worker of Alice Williams; 
Ouida Harman; Dana Drye and her son Benjamin Nixon; Jim Busse, friend of  
Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Kimmie Shano, coworker of Dale Ritchie; Maxine 
Phillips, friend of Dale Ritchie; Tommy Flowe, brother of Ann Glosson; Brendan  
Milliken; John Byrum, brother of Elaine Tankersley; Seville Funk; Marlene Howard;  
Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Linda Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher; Teresa  
Williams; Zackie Moore. 
 

The families of Mark Morrison, Lib Thomas and Ruth McCachren wish to thank  
everyone for their messages of love and support during this difficult time.   
 
 

Please call the church office to have your requests updated on Monday of each 

week.  

Please lift up the following members of Rocky River Church Family in your  

prayers this week:  Kay Nalbone; Joe & Lynn Novobilski; Jenny Owens; Bob & Janet 

Pharr; Jim Pharr; Linda, Paul, Christopher, Steven and Leslie Porfeli and Sara Simmons;  

Stewardship Report: 
 

2016 Budget                    $315,000.00  
Total given YTD                 $253,664.30 
Amt. needed per month:   $  26,250.00  
Total for December                     $  25,368.40  
Amount needed Weekly            $    6,057.69  
Total for Dec. 25              $    5,242.00 

 

Thank you for your faithful giving. 

ATTENDANCE AND VISITOR INFORMATION:  You w ill notice that we have 

placed black attendance folders in each pew.  Please take a moment to let us know 

that you are here today by writing your name in the book.  If you are a visitor and 

would like to share your information with us please include that information as 

well.  Members can inform us of any address changes, etc. as well by filling in the  

appropriate sections.  When you have finished signing the book, just leave it in the 

pew for our volunteers to collect on Monday mornings.  Thank you. 

 

Loan Status 

Education Building Loan as of: 

11/30/2016                        $497,572.81  

Minimum Monthly Payment                  $5,110 

Contributions to the Capital Campaign are still 

being accepted.  Please prayerfully consider 

giving to help reduce this debt.  


