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Our Session 

 CLASS of 2018 CLASS OF 2019 CLASS OF 2020 

Steve Jewett 
Finance & Administration 

Shawnee Wakeman 
Finance & Administration 

Glenn Jones 
Finance & Administration 

Nancy Thomas 
Worship 

Marie Morrison 
Worship 

Scott Jones 
Worship 

Candice Shepard 
Congregational Connections 

Ben Schneider 
Congregational Connections 

Reggie Hunnicutt 
Congregational Connections 

Jim Rockel 
Building & Grounds 

Billy Carriker 
Building & Grounds 

Jim Pharr 
Building and Grounds 

Dave Mowery 
Christian Education 

Thomas Heavey 
Christian Education 

Kathy Dulin 
Christian Education 

Rocky River Presbyterian Church ● 7940 Rocky River Road ● Concord NC 28025 

www.rockyriver.org ● 704-455-2479 ● fax: 704-455-2489 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Neal Carter ● 704-455-2479 or 910-280-9688 ● nealcarter64@gmail.com 

Church Administrator: Cyndi Conway ● 704-455-2479 ● churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

Director of Christian Education: Sharon Vanpelt ● 704-455-2479 ● dce@rockyriver.org 

Youth Director:  JD McNutt ● 704-455-2479 ● youthrrpc@gmail.com 
 

 Office Hours:  Mon. thru Thurs. 8:30 to 4:00 and Friday 8:30 to 12:30 
 

 
 

 

Congregational Connections meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm 

Building and Grounds meets the 1st Monday of each month at 6:30pm 

The Worship Team meets the 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:00pm 

Christian Education meets the 2nd Sunday of each month at 9:00am 

Finance meets the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm 

Worship Ministry 
Choir Chime Ringer, Today: Anna Talton                                    Next Week:  James Ide 
 

 

Worship Assistant, Today:  Gigi Hunnicutt                           Next Week:  Kathy Linker 
 

 

Ushers, Today:  Reggie Hunnicutt, Chris Bechtol, Dave Miller, Jim Stafford, King McCachren 
 

 

Next Week:  Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Jim Pharr, Ruth McDonald 
 

 

A Time for Children, Today:  Neal Carter                 Next Week:   Jerry Clark 
 

 

Nursery Volunteers, Today:    Scott & Dori Swaringen 
 

 

Next Week:  Candice Shepard (for Mandy Williams); Chris & Magan Bechtol 
 

 

Summer Sunday School, Today:  Sharon & JD      Next Week:  Sharon  

 

Bread Ministry Baker, Today:  Priscilla Giuliano                        Next Week:  Ann Glosson 
 

 

Weekly Counting, Today:  Scott & Frank Reynolds                Next Week:  Teri & Reggie  

  

 

Morning Worship 

Sunday, August 26, 2018 
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

11:00 a.m. 

Gathering 

PRELUDE                                  (Let us prepare our hearts for worship ● Please silence your cell phones) 
 
 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR                          Anna Talton                                                                                      
 

 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  (Song for congregational response: "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee") 

 One: Praise be to you O God, who has awakened us to a new day of living, 

  and who offers us a new life that dawns with the light of your grace and 

  love. 
 

 All (singing): Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love, 

  Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, opening to the sun above. 
 

 One:  Praise be to you O God, who spins galaxies through the eons of time 

  and space, who sets the evening sky ablaze with glory, who breathes 

  life into the humblest worm and into us. 
 

 All (singing): All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven  

  reflect thy rays, stars and angels sing around thee, center of  

  unbroken praise. 
 

 One: Praise be to you O God, who emptied yourself to live as our Brother and 

  Friend, whose heart knows no barriers to compassion and mercy,  

  whose holy purpose is to lift us into the fullness of joy and unity with you 

  and all Creation. 
 

 All: (singing): Mortals, join the mighty chorus, Which the morning stars 

  began; God's own love is reigning o’er us, Joining people hand in 

  hand.  Ever singing, march we onward, Victors in the midst of  

  strife; Joyful music leads us sunward. In the triumph song of life. 

†  HYMN #142   All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!               
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  One: Friends believe the good news of the gospel. 

  All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

  One: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.  

   The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

  All: And also with you. 

Let us exchange a word of peace with our neighbors and remain standing for our Response to Forgiveness 

†  ASSURANCE OF PARDON & PASSING THE PEACE                  

†  RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS           Gloria Patri                                     #579 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the  

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen.  
 

†  CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

†  PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

Gracious Lord, we want quick and easy answers to all of life’s problems. We 

want to be able to open the Bible and simply answer all our questions and heal 

all our hurts. It is difficult for us to deal with the knowledge that discipleship  

requires patience and perseverance. The early disciples struggled with Jesus’ 

teachings. We are no different. The words of Jesus take time for us to  

comprehend. Forgive us, Lord, when we are impatient. Help us to understand 

the commitment we make in discipleship, through the rocky times and the 

smooth seas alike. Strengthen us in our ministry of help and compassion to do 

more than we ever thought we could do in helping others. Give to us that extra 

measure of faith and commitment that we may truly serve you by serving others. 

In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen. 
 

Time of Silent Confession 

A MINUTE FOR MISSION - Christian Education                                Sharon Vanpelt 

A TIME FOR CHILDREN                                                                       Neal Carter 

Gifting of Bibles to Third Graders 
 

Leader:  This is the word of the Lord. 

Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 

7 

 

Youth Ministry 
JD McNutt, Youth Director - youthrrpc@gmail.com 

Children’s Ministry 
Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education - dce@rockyriver.org 

Sunday School—Sunday Morning at 10:00am down in the basement (Room B-6) - Middle School 

and High School youth gather each week before worship service.  

Bible Study every Wednesday at 6:45pm after dinner           

Youth Calendar 

• August 26 - Churchwide Ice Cream Social (bring out your best homemade recipe!!) 

Questions?  Contact JD McNutt at 704-287-6732/youthrrpc@gmail.com 

Back to School Ice Cream Social  ●  TODAY August 26th @ 6:00pm  

All are invited!  Bring your favorite home-made or store bought ice cream flavor 

and the youth will supply the toppings.  We look forward to this time of  

fellowship before the kids head back to school and our busy fall  

schedules begin!   

Godly Play training event September 13-15 

RRPC is privileged to host a community training event for Godly Play Foundation September 13-15.  

This event is for any teachers who want to learn more about Godly Play or upgrade their own  

experience as a leader with Godly Play.  Godly Play is a method for nurturing a child’s relationship  

with God, not simply “Sunday School” in the way most of us remember. All the people connected to  

children in our community will benefit from learning the underlying principles of the program.  Those  

who explore the fundamentals of a Godly Play room at an accredited training event such as this will  

improve their teaching skills, learn more ways to utilize the program, and leave spiritually refreshed.   

As a host church, we agree to provide several meals for the participants.  If you would like to help cook 

or serve during these days, please contact Sharon Vanpelt.   

There will be a combined Sunday School class on September 2
nd

 and the new Sunday School year will 

officially kick off on September 9
th
.  We are looking for more Sunday School teachers and doorkeepers.  

Is God calling you to help us?  See Sharon Vanpelt if you want to be a part of this worthwhile ministry. 

Nursery Volunteers Needed - We have an urgent need for nursery Volunteers on Sunday  

mornings.  You would only have to help 4 times a year during Worship Service.  As life happens,  

we have lost some of our regular volunteers, and are having a hard time filling those slots.   

PLEASE  contact Cindy Spickard if you can help at 704-699-8158.   
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Loan Status 

Education Building Loan as of: 

6/15/2018                              $370,000 

Minimum Monthly Payment                $5,110 
 

Thank you to everyone that pledged to  

our Capital Campaign 

Stewardship Report 
 

2018 Budget                    $379,548 
Total given YTD                 $218,239 
Amt. needed per month:   $  31,629  
Total for August               $  18,446  
Amount needed Weekly            $    7,299  
Total for August 19            $    6,246 

Fall Festival!!!  Saturday October 13.  It may seem like a long time 

away—but it’s time to start planning the Fall Festival! The C3 Committee will have a 

planning meeting on Wednesday, August 29 at 7:00pm in the Session Room.  

PLEASE consider helping us to make this the BEST Fall Festival we’ve ever had!   

The Harrisburg/Concord community is really starting to notice what an active Christ 

centered church we are!  We are living our Mission Statement and the Fall Festival is just one of the 

many ways we reach out to the community.  Questions? Contact Candice Shepard @ 704-778-1278 

The fall GriefShare class began Thursday, August 16 for 13 weeks. 

You can register online at griefshare.org. or by calling the office.   

The only cost is $15 for the workbook.  This class is offered to anyone 

in our community who has lost a loved one and needs help living with 

their grief.   
Questions?  Please contact Julia Alexander  j.richie.alex@gmail.com or by calling 704--455-9753  

The Presbyterian Women’s annual memorial service and meeting will take place  

TODAY,  Aug. 26th at 3:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Please note the time change from 

previous years. We will remember Billie Drinnen and Ellie Wagoner during the memorial 

service, followed by light refreshments.  The Presbyterian Women’s annual meeting will 

take place after that, and the annual Back to School Ice Cream Social will begin at 

6:00pm.   

Rocky River Readers - Monday August 27 at 7:00pm   

The Keeper of Lost Things by Ruth Hogan.  Andrew Peardew spent half his life  

collecting lost objects, trying reunite them with owners.  As he nears the end of his 

life, he leaves these lost treasures to his assistant Laura.  He can trust her to fulfill his 

legacy and find the rightful owners. This book is filled with interesting characters 

whose back stories and lost-and-found objects are intriguing.  

We always welcome new readers! Please join us in the church parlor whether you 

had a chance to read this month’s book or not.  
 

Questions?  Please contact Marie Morrison at  704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net 
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The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    (in unison)   

Almighty God, through your only Son you overcame death and opened to us the 

light of eternity. Enlighten our minds and kindle our hearts with the presence  

of your Spirit, that we may hear your words of comfort and challenge in the  

reading of the scriptures, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Gracious God, Light of the world, your Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to 

our path.  Bless the sharing of these Bibles, the parents who give them, and the 

children who receive them.  Speak your Word to all of us, so that we may know 

the promise of your faithfulness, trust the goodness of your grace, and follow 

the way that leads into the light of your love.  May we all live as your beloved 

children, now and forever.  Through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 
 

ANTHEM   
 
 

THE GOSPEL LESSON                                                             John 6:56-69  (page 98)                 
 
 
 

 One: The Word of the Lord. 
 All:     Thanks be to God.  
 
 

 

SERMON             If Only We Had Better Options                            Neal Carter 

Responding to the Word  

† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (Apostle’s Creed)      

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth;  And in Jesus 

Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 

descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended  

into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 

thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 

sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

†  HYMN #341  Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!    
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                                                  Sending 
 

†     HYMN #435  We All Are One In Mission 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 

 OFFERTORY                     Wayfaring Stranger      Brandon Earley and Neal Carter
                                                                                      
 †    DOXOLOGY       “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”               #592 
 

       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here       

       below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy  

       Ghost. Amen. 

† Please stand if you are able 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into  

temptation, but deliver us from evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen.    

†     CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 

 May the Lord, Mighty God, bless and keep us forever; Grant us peace,  

 perfect peace, strength in every endeavor; Lift up your eyes and see His 

 face, love will leave you never; May the Lord, Mighty God, bless and keep  

 us forever.  
 

 POSTLUDE 

VISITS FROM THE PASTOR—  Please remember to let us know if someone is in the hospital, is ill, or just needs 

a visit from the pastor.  This ministry is so important to Neal and to our church—knowing that your pastor and 

church family are here to support you in your time of need is one of the blessings of being a member at RRPC.  

Call the office at 704-455-2479 or Neal directly on his cell phone (REALLY—CALL HIS CELL PHONE!)  

at 910-280-9688.   

The members of Session call a Congregational Meeting to be held  

September 9, 2018 for the purpose of electing five elders to the Class of 2021.  
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Rocky River Presbyterian Church 

 Sunday, August 26, 2018 

Welcome, guests and friends! 

What a blessing that God led you to worship with us today! 
Visitors—please sign our friendship pad, and let us know if there is anything we can do for you.   

We invite you to join us for Wednesday Night Fellowship.  Dinner is served at 6:00pm in the  

Fellowship Hall.  Menu:  Grilled Pork Chops  Cost is $5 per person—maximum $15 per family. 

Worship Packets for preschool children are available in the vestibule and located in our red activity 

bags. These packets are designed to help children participate in worship. Please return the bags to the 

vestibule as you leave the service. 

Nursery and childcare services are always available during service for infants through  
Kindergarten. 

Interested in membership?  Contact our Church Administrator, Cyndi Conway, to arrange a  

meeting with our Pastor, Neal Carter.  704-455-2479 or churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

PRAYER REQUESTS                                                                                                                         

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Roy Harris; Frank Graham (former member); Ruth Mills, friend of 

Vance & Brenda Horton; Keith Long, son of Darlene Chase; Buddy Holson, friend of Jimmy Stafford and 

Mary Litteral; Gerald Jones, father of Deb Carter; Jeannette Lefler, sister of Dale Ritchie; John Rankin; 

Will Harris, nephew of Cyndi Conway (battling leukemia); Julia Wainwright, friend of Alice Williams; Jim 

Avery, friend of Cyndi Conway; Roman Shepard; Michelle Pena Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry and  

Linda Clark; Ann Glosson; Phyllis Griffin; Teresa Faw, family of Alice Williams; Kay Jenkins, friend of 

Jerry Clark; Neil Cochran; Amber Ritter, co-worker of Deb Carter; Harley and Teresa Vea, friends of  

Janet Little; Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura Milliken; Anna Melvin; Shorty McCachren; 

Mandy Ide; Pat McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of Dori Swaringen; Wes and Ree  

Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Sam Peterson, friend of Priscilla Giuliano; Ann 

Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and  

Helene Linenberger;  Ouida Harman; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan 

Milliken; Seville Funk; Marlene Howard; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Linda Modzelesky; Bob  

Brombacher; Teresa Williams; Zackie Moore. 

It is with great sadness that we extend our heartfelt sympathies to the family of Stan Violette, who 
passed away on Tuesday afternoon. As we grieve his passing from our midst, we also rejoice that he 
has joined the Church Triumphant and is now and forever with our Lord Jesus Christ.  At 96 years old, 
Stan was one of our oldest members.   

Congratulations to Stephanie and Jeff Campbell on the birth of their grandson, Cian Aleister Snow. 

Cian is the son of Chelsea Campbell and Oliver Snow. He was born on August 19 at 11:57pm weighing 

6lbs 15oz and 21 inches long! Everyone is doing great!  


