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A Message From the Pastor - Neal Carter Calvin’s Corner  
(what do we believe as Presbyterians) 
 

Presbyterians trace their history to the 

16th century and the Protestant 

Reformation. Our heritage, and much 

of what we believe, began with the 

French lawyer John Calvin (1509-

1564), whose writings crystallized 

much of the Reformed thinking that 

came before him. 

Calvin did much of his writing from 

Geneva, Switzerland. From there, the 

Reformed movement spread to other 

parts of Europe and the British Isles. 

Many of the early Presbyterians in 

America came from England,  

Scotland and Ireland. The first  

American Presbytery was organized 

at Philadelphia in 1706. The first  

General Assembly was held in the 

same city in 1789. The first Assembly 

was convened by the Rev. John  

Witherspoon, the only minister to sign 

the Declaration of Independence. 

“In gratitude to God, empowered by 

the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 

our daily tasks and to live holy and 

joyful lives, even as we watch for 

God’s new heaven and new earth 

praying, ‘Come, Lord Jesus.’”    

—From “A Brief Statement of Faith” 

At the core of Presbyterian identity is 

a secure hope in the grace of God in 

Jesus Christ, a hope that,  

by the power of the Holy Spirit,  

empowers us to live lives of  

gratitude: “In affirming with the  

earliest Christians that Jesus is Lord, 

the Church confesses that he is its 

hope, and that the Church, as Christ’s 

body, is bound to his authority and 

thus free to live in the lively, joyous 

reality of the grace of God.” (Book of 

Order F-1.0204) 

This strong emphasis on the grace of 

God in Jesus Christ is our heritage 

from the founder of the Reformed  

tradition, John Calvin. 

In July, we, as a nation, marked the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11  

mission, when astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin became the first 

people in history to walk on the Moon.  But it’s also the anniversary of the 

first celebration of the Lord’s Supper on the Moon.  A member in the  

congregation sent me a text with the moon communion story.  
 

“Buzz” Aldrin was an elder at Webster Presbyterian Church, a  

congregation just outside of Houston, Texas (one of my pastoral friends 

was the pastor of Webster back in the mid-2000’s.  Webster Presbyterian 

still celebrates this memory in the life of their church). Buzz wanted his 

faith to be a part of the first lunar landing.  Buzz stated, “We wanted to  

express our feeling that what man was doing in this mission transcended 

electronics and computers and rockets.”  Dean Woodruff, the pastor of 

Webster at that time, told Buzz, “… God reveals himself in the common 

elements of everyday life.” Some of those common elements the Church 

has always used in the sacraments (baptism, and communion—water in 

baptism, and bread and wine for communion).  
 

Buzz got the idea to have communion on the moon to symbolize the 

thought that God was revealing himself there too, as man reached out into 

the universe. Aldrin later said, “… many of us in the NASA program do 

trust that what we are doing is part of God’s eternal plan for man.” 
 

The communion bread was carried in a plastic packet, the way regular  

inflight food is wrapped. Because there was just enough gravity on the 

moon for liquid to pour, Aldrin wanted to pour the wine into a chalice from 

his church. Webster Presbyterian had presented Aldrin a silver cup that 

was small and light enough that it could be carried in the astronaut’s  

personal-preference kit. 
 

When Aldrin was ready to take communion, he communicated back to 

NASA this way: 
 

“Houston, this is Eagle. This is the LM Pilot speaking. I would like to  

request a few moments of silence. I would like to invite each person  

listening in, wherever and whomever he may be, to contemplate for a  

moment the events of the past few hours and to give thanks in his own  

individual way.” 
 

As a part of his communion on the moon, Aldrin read John 15:5 (he had 

written the passage on a scrap of paper): “I am the vine, you are the 

branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, will bear much fruit, for 

you can do nothing without me.” After reading the passage, Aldrin partook 

of the Supper and later recounted: 
 

“I poured the wine into the chalice our church had given me,” Aldrin 

says. “In the one-sixth gravity of the moon the wine curled slowly and 

gracefully up the side of the cup.  It was interesting to think that the 

very first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the first food eaten 

there, were communion elements.” 

 
Continued on page 2 



 

 

Men’s Breakfast  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP MEALS 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

COST: $5/meal, $15/family maximum 
 

ALL ARE INVITED! 

Menu For August 

August 7 - Community Meal -Tacos 

August 14 -  Maple Glazed Grilled Chicken  
 

August 21 – Chicken Alfredo 
 

August 28 - Grilled Pork Chops  
 

 

To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming when you 

sign the attendance book or call the office. 

       

FAMILY GAME NIGHT!! 
Friday August 9 & 23 

    7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Bring your favorite game and a snack to share! 

Let’s invite friends and neighbors to join us! 
 

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano  

at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 
 

 

Recurring Events and Special Projects 

 

Theology on Tap with Neal will be held Monday, August 12 at 7:00pm.  We will meet at  

The Percent Tap House in Harrisburg.  Come and enjoy a lively discussion centered around 

life and theology.  All are welcome!!   

Theology on Tap 

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, August 18th at 9:00a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers.  What a great  

opportunity for fellowship among our men! 

Questions?  Please contact Jerry Clark at 704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net 

Continued from page 1... 

After taking the elements, Aldrin stated that he sensed especially strongly my unity with our church back home, and 

with the church everywhere. 
 

Author and Presbyterian minister, Frederick Buechner writes, “The sacred moments, the moments of miracle, are 

often the everyday moments.” For us, as Presbyterians, we attempt to follow the tradition of the early church when 

we affirm three primal material elements of life — water, bread and wine — as the primary symbols of offering life to 

God in the sacraments of baptism and communion. Being washed with the water of baptism, we receive new life in 

Christ. In eating the bread and drinking the cup offered by God, our memory of the promises is made present by the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

We also like to think that we are affirming God’s sacred presence in the everyday events of worship, prayer,  

communing together in fellowship. We also look to God’s sacred presence when we bless students and teachers as 

they get ready to go back to school.  For that matter, we look to God’s sacred grace to sustain all folks who carry 

briefcases to work, or who carry tool kits to work, or golf clubs off to the course when they go to be a part of  

recreation.  
 

My hope for us all at RRPC is that we pay a bit more attention when we gather at the table, the baptismal font, and 

the pulpit in hopes of experiencing a few sacred moments together.  I also hope that we hold to the notion that 

Buechner shares: “The sacred moments, the moments of miracle, are often the everyday moments.”  It might make 

all the difference in the world.   

 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of August 

Thursday, August 1  2 Sam. 4:1-12 and Mark 7:1-23 

Friday, August 2  2 Sam. 5:1-12 and Mark 7:24-37 

Saturday, August 3  2Sam. 5:22-6:11 and Mark 8:1-10 

Sunday, August 4  2 Sam. 6:12-23 and John 1:43-51 

Monday, August 5             2 Sam  7:1-17 and Mark 8:11-21 

Tuesday, August 6  2 Sam. 7:18-29 and Mark 8:22-33 

Wednesday, August 7 2 Sam. 9:1-13 and Mark 8:34-9:1 

Thursday, August 8   2 Sam. 11:1-27 and Mark 9:2-13 

Friday, August 9  2 Sam. 12:1-14 and Mark 9:14-29 

Saturday, August 10  2 Sam. 12:15-31 and Mark 9:30-41 

Sunday, August 11  2 Sam. 13:1-22 and John 3:22-36 

Monday, August 12  2 Sam. 13:23-39 and Mark 9:42-50 

Tuesday, August 13  2 Sam. 14:1-20 and Mark 10:1-16 

Wednesday, August 14 2 Sam. 14:21-33 and Mark 10:17-31 

Thursday, August 15  2 Sam. 15:1-18 and Mark 10:32-45 

Friday, August 16  2 Sam. 15:19-37 and Mark 10:46-52 

Saturday, August 17  2 Sam. 16:1-23 and Mark 11:1-11 

Sunday, August 18  2 Sam. 17:1-23 and John 5:30-47 

Monday, August 19  2 Sam. 17:24-18:8 and Mark 11:12-26  

Tuesday, August 20  2 Sam. 18:9-18 and Mark 11:27-12:12 

Wednesday, August 21 2 Sam. 18:19-33 and Mark 12:13-27 

Thursday, August 22  2 Sam. 19:1-23 and Mark 12:28-34 

Friday, August 23  2 Sam. 19:24-43 and Mark 12:35-44 

Saturday, August 24  2 Sam. 23:1-7,13-17 and Mark 13:1-13  

Sunday, August 25  2 Sam. 24:1-2, 10-25 and John 8:12-20  

Monday, August 26   1 Kings. 1:(1-4) 5-31 and Mark. 13:14-27 

Tuesday, August 27  1 Kings. 1:32-2:4 (5-46b) and Mark 13:28-37 

Wednesday, August 28 1 Kings. 3:1-15 and Mark 14:1-11  

Thursday, August 29  1 Kings. 3:16-28 and Mark 14:12-26 

Friday, August 30  1 Kings. 5:1-6:1,7 and Mark. 14:27-42 

Saturday, August 31  1 Kings. 7:51-8:21 and Mark 14:43-52 

Podcasts 

 

We record our Worship service weekly. 

We have 100 weekly listeners from 

many parts of the state and country.  

The podcast is an outreach ministry. If 

you missed church, you can listen in 

the week you missed. Some people 

prefer to visit us online before visiting a 

live worship. It is also a convenient way 

to share our church message with a 

friend or take worship to a person the 

cannot attend.  
 

 

Apple. Go to the iTunes App Store and 

download the Podcast App. Many times 

the Podcast app is already installed on 

iPhones. Once you install the app 

search for Rocky River Presbyterian 

Church. You will see our weekly list of 

Worship podcasts listed. You can click 

a podcast and it will download and play 

this single podcast. Or you can hit the 

subscribe button and the podcast will 

automatically down load when the new 

weekly podcast is ready.  
 

Android. Go to Google Play store and 

download the podcast app. Once you 

install the app search for Rocky River  

Presbyterian Church. You will see our 

weekly list of Worship podcasts listed. 

You can click a podcast and it will 

download and play this single podcast. 

Or you can hit the subscribe button and 

the podcast will automatically down 

load when the new weekly podcast is 

ready.  

2019 PROPOSED BUDGET:  $408,653  ACTUAL YTD:  

NEEDED PER MONTH:  $34,054  NEEDED PER WEEK:  $7,858 

WEEK GIVING 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

7/7/19 $10,828 +$2,970 -$23,226 

7/14/19 $9,457 +$1,599 -$13,769 

7/21/19 $7,710 -$148 -$6,059 

7/28/19 $6,611 -$1,247 +$552 

Education Building - The balance of the loan as of 7/15/2019 is $ 258,685                        
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Church Life 

                            August Birthdays 

Service Volunteers  

Chiming the Hour 

August  4           James Ide 

August 11         Isabella Rockel 

August 18          Colton Heavey 

August  25         James Ide 

 

A Time for Children 

August  4           Neal Carter 

August 11         Jerry Clark 

August 18        Sharon Van Pelt 

August  25         Joey Dulin 

 

Bread Ministry 

August  4        Priscilla Giuliano 

August  11     Ann Glosson 

August  18      Laura Carriker 

August  25     Cathy Jewett 

 

Worship Assistants 

August 4       Kathy Linker 

August 11     Gigi Hunnicutt 

August 18     Emma Wakeman 

August 25     Candice Shepard 

 

Infant & Toddler Nursery 

Aug  4    Mandy Williams; Chris & Magan Becthol 

Aug  11        Laura Milliken, Carol Lyerly 

Aug 18         Kenza Mitchem, Ashelyn Earley 

Aug  25         Rex and Ashely , Beau & Jane Talton 

 

Ushers 

Week 1: Butch & Ruth Ann McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Mike/Betsy Biggers 

Week 2:  Jim Pharr, Patrick Spickard, Dave Mowery, Bob Windell, Ted Dickason 

Week 3:  Steve/Priscilla Giuliano, Steve Jewett, Dianne/Tim Savelle, Jim Stafford 

Week 4:  Dori/Scott Swaringen, Jeff Thomas, Bob Carter, Devin Shepard & Charlie 

Week 5:  Phil/Chase Tipton, Brad/Brandon Earley, Ed Watson 

If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care—WE WANT TO KNOW!  

Please call Pastor Neal directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!) 

or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and offer assistance. 
 

Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com       Church Office: 704.455.2479   

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Bill Smart 8/1 Jennifer Young 8/12 

Debbie Wilson 8/2 Ron Smith 8/13 

Stephanie Campbell 8/4 Ashelyn Earley 8/14 

Nathan Spickard 8/4 Brandon Jones 8/14 

Jon Dickason 8/6 Eric Linker 8/14 

Jacob Murray 8/7 Jim Fairchild 8/15 

Maggie Shepard 8/7 Kathy Linker 8/16 

Doris Alexander 8/8 Steven Porfeli 8/17 

Scott Biggers 8/8 Tierney Fairchild 8/18 

Will Biggers 8/8 Jimmy McDonald 8/18 

Anna Melvin 8/9 Laura Carriker 8/19 

Kendale Young 8/9 Dori Swaringen 8/21 

Janet S. Jenkins 8/11 Carol Lyerly 8/22 

Libby Coble 8/12 Reagan Smith 8/30 

 

 

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 

All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship. 

Tuesday, August 6 

Morning Circle: Lunch at the Outfitters in Locust (meet at church at 11:00am to carpool) 

Evening Circle: 6:15 p.m at Union Street Bistro - please let Ann Burr know if you are attending.  The study guide 

for the next year will be ordered soon.  The book is Presbyterian Horizon Study on the Ten Commandments. We 

would love to have more women join us for this study and fellowship.  Please consider being a part of this ministry 

this fall as we start our new study.   
 

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Yo Yo Quilt Project  
Many thanks to the dozen 

or more folks who have 

helped to get our YoYo 

quilt ready for the Fall 

Festival Raffle.   We now 

have a hand crafted 60"x 

90" size coverlet that  

contains 3080 individual 

circles in a lively array of colors.  It will be on display at 

September Meeting and the Women will be offering Raffle 

tickets for the drawing to be held at the Fall Festival.   

Proceeds from the raffle will benefit the building fund.  

It has been a fun project and we hope it will benefit our 

building. 

Questions:  Contact Julie Alexander at 704-455-9753 

Rocky River Women's Annual Meeting.  August 25th at 3:00 in the fellowship hall.  We will celebrate the 

lives of four of our members who have passed away.  Betty Morrison, Ree Abernathy, Peggy Campbell, & Elva 

Dean Moses.  We will honor their lives and light refreshments will be served after the ceremony.  Everyone is  

welcome and after the ceremony we will conduct our business for the 2019/2020 circle meetings.  

 

 

 

 

Women’s Retreat  

William Black Lodge 

November 8-11  
 

   Amy Hicks will be our Bible leader again this 

year.  It is always a pleasure to have her with us.   

$50 deposit due September 15. 

We are currently looking for a service project.   

Any ideas please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  

704 -706-3203 tttandsp@gmail.com.   

If you have not been able to attend in the past,  

think about joining us this year.  

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, October 5th. 

We will gladly take your treasures for the  

annual yard sale.  As in the past, there will be  

a place to store items in the basement.   

Remember the saying,  “One man's junk is the 

Church's treasure.”   

That said - please make sure the items you 

bring us are saleable and in decent condition.   

Please no dirty or broken items, or any 

clothing at this time.  Any questions contact 

Priscilla Giuliano @ tttandsp@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Back to School Ice Cream Social 

Sunday August 25th @ 6:00pm 
 

All are invited!  Bring your favorite home-made  

or store bought ice cream flavor and the youth  

will supply the toppings!!   

We look forward to this time of fellowship before the 

kids head back to school and our  

busy fall schedules begin!   



 

 

FREE Community Meal - Served the first Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday August 7 at 6:00pm - Tacos  

This ministry continues to be very well received by the community and we appreciate that you 

make everyone feel welcome.  We are making great strides to truly make this a community meal 

by seeking out those who are unfamiliar to us, sitting at their table, eating with them, and making them feel part of 

the Rocky River family.   Please continue to invite anyone in the community that you meet.  

WE NEED A GROUP TO SUPPLY THE MEAL IN SEPTEMBER—PLEASE SEE REGGIE HUNNICUTT IF YOU CAN DO IT! 

Rocky River Readers - Typically meets the fourth Monday of each month in the church parlor 

Monday August 26 7:00pm 

Before and Again—Barbara Delinsky 

Mackenzie Cooper took her eyes off the road for just a moment but the resulting 

collision was enough to rob her not only of her beloved daughter but ultimately of 

her marriage, family, and friends—and thanks to the nonstop media coverage, even 

her privacy. Now she lives in Vermont under the name Maggie Reid, in a small 

house with her cats and dog. She’s thankful for the new friends she’s made, though 

she can’t risk telling them too much. And she takes satisfaction in working as a 

makeup artist at the luxurious local spa, helping clients hide the visible outward 

signs of their weariness, illnesses, and injuries. Covering up scars is a skill she has 

mastered. 

Her only goal is to stay under the radar and make it through her remaining  

probation. But she isn’t the only one in this peaceful town with secrets. When a friend’s teenage son is thrust into 

the national spotlight, accused of hacking a powerful man’s Twitter account, Maggie is torn between pulling away 

and protecting herself—or stepping into the glare to be at their side. As the stunning truth behind their case is slowly 

revealed, Maggie’s own carefully constructed story begins to unravel as well. She knows all too well that what we 

need from each other in this difficult world is comfort. But to provide it, sometimes we need to travel far outside our 

comfort zones. 

From a multimillion-selling master of women’s fiction, Before and Again is a story of the relationships we find  

ourselves in—mothers and daughters, spouses and siblings, true companions and fair-weather friends—and what 

kind of sacrifices we are or aren’t willing to make to sustain them through good times and bad. 

Handbell rehearsals begin on Monday, August 19!  This is a fun ministry to be a part of!   

If you would like to see what it feels like to play handbells join us on Monday, August 19 at 

6:00pm!  We would love to have more people join us!  

Save the Date for our September meeting!  This is a special time beginning with Sunday School, Worship 

and Communion, and a picnic in the grove.  It’s a time to invite former members, new friends, and neighbors to join 

us for fellowship and a great meal.  Everyone is asked to bring a dish to share, a jug of iced tea or lemonade, and 

lawn chairs or blankets.  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

We have some pretty amazing folks here at RRPC.  And while we all see each other on Sunday mornings, 

and share a meal on Wednesday evenings, sometimes we may not have a chance to really get to know 

the folks in our church family.  As part of a series called “Getting to Know…” we will begin to highlight  

individuals and/or families in our monthly newsletter.   

Governor Announces Boards and Commissions Appointments  
Gov. Cooper has appointed the following individual to the North Carolina Board of Licensed  

Professional Counselors: 

Reverend Edward Neal Carter, Jr. of Harrisburg as a public member. Carter is a teaching elder and a 

member of the Presbytery of Charlotte. He has served as minister/head of staff of Rocky River  

Presbyterian since 2016. 

Getting to Know Maggie Linker 

Whether you have been coming to RRPC for years, or have just joined our family, 

I’m certain you’ve crossed paths with Maggie Linker.  I’ve had the pleasure of see-

ing Maggie on a monthly basis when we fold newsletters, and found out that she 

has a very interesting life story.  Here are some things you may not know about this  

amazing woman! 
 

Maggie grew up in the Barium Springs Orphanage until she graduated high school.  

She attended the Greensboro Women’s college and took secretarial courses.  She 

worked at the Locke Cotton Mills and it wasn’t long after that she met her husband 

Joe Barton Linker (affectionately known as JB).  They met at a square dance and were married within a year.  

JB grew up at Rocky River Presbyterian, and Maggie became a member the day that they married.  She has been 

here since 1952!  Reverend George Wilcox married them at Joe’s mother’s house, and Maggie has seen quite a 

few pastors come and go at RRPC.  She especially likes our current pastor (but isn’t as fond of his basketball team) 

She’s a Tarheel through and through!! 
 

Maggie and JB had five children, Suzanne, Joe Jr., Stephanie, Julia and Jason.  She has nine grandchildren and 9 

great –grandchildren.  They raised their family in the house that they built on Pharr Mill Road, where Maggie still 

lives today.  She loves to garden and be with her family.  During her years at RRPC Maggie has taught children’s  

Sunday School, been active in the Presbyterian Women’s Circles, helps with all of the meals, volunteers to help in 

the office, and delivers Meals on Wheels.  She prays for every member on our prayer list on a daily basis, and her 

faith in God is unshakeable.   
 

When I asked Maggie about her time here at RRPC - she said “From the time I walked in I knew that this was my 

church.  It felt like home and still does.”  There is something so special about listening to Maggie talk about her life, 

and the connection she has to the Linker family, and the history of our church.  Take a moment to really listen to 

her and you too will be in awe!  We love you Maggie!   

And in other news:   

Griefshare - RRPC will not be offering a Fall Session of Griefshare as our leaders need 

to take a break to refresh and renew their souls.  If you have friends or family that are  

looking for this program, please refer them to Oak Grove Baptist Church in Harrisburg 

for their Fall Session.  It starts on September 5th at 7:00pm.  The class will be held every 

Thursday for 13 weeks and is the same program that we have offered.   

Contact D. McIntyre at 704-455-8144 for more information. 
 

We will be offering our Surviving the Holidays workshop on Wednesday, Nov. 6th after the Community 

Meal.  More details will follow. 



 

 

Youth 
Youth News 
from JD McNutt, Youth Director 
 

Called to Holiness 
 

I don't know why but these words have been stuck in my head the last few days. Don't you 

hate when something like that happens? It's like that stupid chicken song they play at  

ballgames...once it gets stuck in your head you can't get it out for hours...Arghhhhh!  

Anyhow...stay on subject JD...called to holiness. 
 

After my baptism service I was being greeted by people when a lady, a random lady, came up to me and shook my 

hand. She said, "you are on the road of a wonderful journey". I have never forgotten those words. I had no clue who 

she was...never seen her before nor afterwards. I remember her though, that image is seared into my brain. Just a 

random lady but sometimes I do wonder just who that was on the day of the baptism. 
 

I'm always amazed at every twist and turn of this journey. Just a few weeks ago I found myself with you guys in parts 

of Charlotte that I did not know even existed. And this next week we will be in Costa Rica, a place I never dreamed 

of seeing. Indeed - a wonderful journey. 
 

Every now and then I have to ask myself - is this journey keeping with the right frame of mind of being called to  

holiness? Or is it about me? Am I in the correct frame of mind? I hope so.  If not, then what can I do to correct it?  

Ice cream always helps for some reason. 
 

Each of us are called to holiness. Yes, that includes each of you. I know a lot of you are thinking about what to study 

in college and what to do in life. Even some of the adults reading this may be asking themselves the same  

questions. No matter what you do...each of us are called to holiness. Maybe you might decide to become a  

missionary or be in ministry as a pastor. Or a teacher, engineer, nurse...whatever you choose to do with your career 

we are called to holiness. We are called to holiness in how we treat people, how we treat ourselves, how we treat the 

earth, and more. 
 

Our spirituality and our faith is to be lived out in all that we do. Not always easy but we are called to holiness. It is a 

journey. As we look ahead to the next few months in our youth ministry let us remember to be called to holiness. 
 

And besides you never know how you may impact someone. You may get them started on a wonderful journey. 
 

Peace, 

JD 

Youth Calendar  
Sunday School—Sunday  Morning at 10:00am down in the basement (Room B-6)  

Middle School and High School youth gather each week before worship service. 

August 4 - No youth activities 

August 11 - Youth 6pm 

August 18 - Project H20 

August 25 - Ice Cream Social; 6pm 

Our Youth spent a week at The Cross Mission 
hosted by Myers Park Presbyterian in  
Charlotte!  They didn’t have to travel far away 
to see that there is a very real need to help 
people right in our own back yard!  Ask them 
about their experience and how you might be 
help locally.  

 

 

It’s that time of year again!  We are collecting backpacks and 

basic school supplies for Rocky River Elementary School.   

Your donations will help children that couldn’t otherwise afford 

the basic necessities for the school year.   
 

Donations will be accepted now through August 14 so check 

out those dollar stores and back-to-school sales and let’s flood 

our community with kindness!   

Any quantity of any item would be greatly appreciated!! 

 

• Crayola crayons (24 count) 

• washable Crayola markers (8 basic colors) 

• glue sticks 

• plastic pocket folders  

• marble composition books 

• Ziploc Bags – all sizes 

• Yellow highlighters 

• #2 plain Ticonderoga yellow pencils 

• zipper pencil pouch  

• ear buds  

• backpack 

• Kleenex tissues 

• Hand sanitizer 

• Disinfecting Wipes 

Looking for music lessons?   

Piano? Guitar?  Voice?  Music Therapy?   

Adagio Lesson Studio and Group Therapy offers all of it!   

Audrey Reynolds, daughter of Frank and Mimi Reynolds, has 

been offering lessons here at RRPC for over two years and is 

expanding her lessons to include an Adult Group Piano Class.   

 

You can find out more at www.adagiolessonstudio.weebly.com 

or by contacting Audrey at 704-579-8531 

Donations can be placed in any of the wooden  
collection boxes in the vestibule or lobby of  

the fellowship hall!! 
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Children’s News 

from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 

Teaching the Faith 
 

Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at Rocky River?  Contact 

Sharon Vanpelt (dce@rockyriver.org) or Cindy Spickard (thespickardfamily@gmail.com)   
 

From the DCE’s Corner 
 

Good Reading  

“If you don’t like to read, you haven’t found the right book.” – J.K. Rowling 

I’m a voracious reader. I began to read early (thanks to an older brother who came home from school and taught me 

everything he learned in first grade.)  Now I will read almost anything (well, anything that isn’t too scary.)  My favorite 

genre is Mystery/Suspense, because I like to find the clues and figure out “whodunit.”  At the same time, I like to 

read historical fiction and nonfiction to find out more details about events or places I know. Sometimes I learn things 

that I would rather not know, but that is the way of all learning.  
 

We can learn a lot by reading.  Sometimes we just learn more words; sometimes we learn lessons and morals; 

sometimes we learn great truths.  Reading is a good thing for everyone, even if circumstances make it hard for us to 

do. 
 

We give new children’s Bibles to our 3rd graders each Fall because we think it is time for them to begin reading the 

Bible as written rather than the condensed stories we learn as young children. These Bibles will be helpful to them 

for years until they receive a study Bible in 8th grade at the time of confirmation.  
 

When we give students Bibles, we tell them that it is not meant to be tucked away on a shelf, but it is meant to be 

used, written in, worn inside and out.  Make it so that it will fall open to your favorite passages. Make study notes in 

margins and underline important words that speak to you.  Many people now color in pastels over certain passages 

to give visual interest to their reading.   
  

I often tell students that the Bible is one book that it is best NOT to start reading at the beginning of the book.  It’s 

easy to get bogged down in the Genesis stories, interesting as they are.  The Bible is a book compiled of 66 books, 

each one of which has chapters. I recommend picking a short book, maybe Mark or Ruth or Galatians and work your 

way up to a longer book like Romans or Genesis.   
 

Reading the Bible is not a one-time thing, either.  Each time we read it we will find new truths that speak to us.   

Read your Bibles, folks.  Put a Bible app on your phones, on your computers, and on your tablets and e-readers.  

Sometimes you just need to read God’s Word.  Have you found the right book?  Try the Bible!  
 

“Always read something that will make you look good if you die in the middle of it.” – P.J. O’Rourke 

Children 

Christian Education Sunday August 25
th

  
 

Sunday, August 25th will be a day for us to celebrate Christian Education at RRPC in a number of ways. 
 

Combined Cross-Generational Sunday School class at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. A light breakfast will 

be served beginning 9:45a.m.  We will celebrate the past year of studies and challenge ourselves to move 

forward with our biblical learning.   

Presentation of Bibles to Third Graders during the worship.  We will continue the tradition of gifting God’s 

Word to our young readers.  Please contact Sharon Vanpelt as soon as possible to confirm your 3rd grader’s 

participation in this special faith milestone. 

Blessing of Students during the worship service.  We will have a special blessing of students for the new school 

year.  We will ask all students of any age to gather at the front for a blessing and a small reminder of our  

 responsibility to share the peace of Christ at all times.   

 

 

Summer Sunday School On The Farm    
 

Summer Sunday School for younger students has been going great!  Kids are learning how they can grow with God 

as other people in the Bible did.  Summer Sunday School will conclude August 18th.  There will be a combined  

children’s Sunday School class on September 1
st
 and the new Sunday School year of Godly Play will officially kick 

off on September 8th.   

August 4 GENEROSITY & KINDNESS 
A woman gives from her 
heart. 
Mark 12:41-44 

Erica Heavey Julia Cagle 

August 11 FAITHFULNESS 
Shadrach, Meschach, and 
Abednego’s faithfulness to 
God was greater than their 
loyalty to the king. 
Daniel 3:1-30 

Janet Little   

  

August 18 FAITHFULNESS 
Noah obeys God’s directions 
for a huge task. 
Genesis 6:11-22 

Kathy Dulin Joey Dulin 

August 25 C.E. Sunday Celebration Sharon Vanpelt J.D. McNutt; CE committee 

August Children’s Teaching Schedule 

Vacation Bible School was a success!!  Thank you to everyone that helped to make this year’s VBS one of  

the best ever at RRPC!  We had 72 children registered, over 40 volunteers and support from our congregation and 

community!  Meals were served each evening, with music, crafts, games, science projects, snacks and fun  

throughout the evening!  The children were taught that God’s love can take them anywhere!!  I think the adults 

learned a thing or two as well!  Can’t wait for next year! 

mailto:dce@rockyriver.org

