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From the Pastor - Neal Carter
The months of June and July can be a time for rest and recreation (or re-creation)
for those who are able to have it. The schools are out for the summer which makes
a difference to the daily rhythm for families connected to the school system, not to
mention a different rhythm on the roads for those who travel daily. So, Summer can
be a time when the pace of life slows.
Summer can also be a time for people to be on the move. Flat Neal went to a lot of
great places. What a simple and a great reminder for us all: as we move about, our
faith, our church, and the presence of Christ goes with us in work or in play.
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The months of June and July provided space for the farmer’s market, an excellent,
productive mission trip to Kentucky, the implementation of the new sign as a part of
our ministry, an increased usage of the building by community families and groups,
a great jump on the capital campaign to pay off the building loan, and the installation
of the new shutters on the sanctuary.
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up for the start of a new school year and all that goes with it. We are also gearing
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educators back off to school. Additionally we will have our Youth Ice Cream Social,
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other activities.
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With the arrival of August, we actually begin a new chapter in our lives as
individuals, families, and as RRPC. What will our new chapter look like? I hope we'll
draw to mind 2 Corinthians 5:14... ' For the love of Christ urges us on' .... In all of
our new ventures at RRPC, at school, at work, in all that we do: May “the love of
Christ urge us on' in the way we live and the way we are in times of joy and
sorrow.
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May the love of Christ urge us on.
Let's pray that the love of Christ will urge us all on, and will be at the heart of this
new chapter of the life of our congregation.

A Message from the Finance Team
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The Finance Team meets monthly on the 4th Tuesday of each month. During these meetings the members of the
committee discuss various items related to the church’s finances, most notably stewardship and operating expenses.
One of the topics discussed at the last meeting was the Scholarship program that we offer to our youth as they head off
to college. This program had been established years ago by a former member, Dandridge Price Jennings. It has been
self-funded for years, through the initial donation from Ms. Jennings and subsequent donations from our members. The
scholarship awards college bound students a sum total of $2500 over four years ($1000 first year; $500 each year after).
The goal of this message is to let you all know that this fund is available if you are called to help in any way. This fund,
along with a few others, are not a part of our general operating budget. We rely on donations from our members (both
past and present) to keep these programs running. Other opportunities to give are: the cemetery fund, youth mission trip,
10 cents-a-meal, boy scouts, and building fund. You can donate directly to the scholarship fund (or any others) on line or
by indicating on your check which fund you want to contribute to. Thank you for your consideration.

A MISSION FOR A MISSION...HEAVENLY OATS.

Heavenly Oats
Ministry is to share the love of Christ with parents who are faced with the death of
their child. They believe that it is an important step in the family's healing process
to honor the deceased child with individually-crafted heirloom and unique clothing
for burial. For the family members, they provide crochet lap blankets and prayer shawls to support them during their
loss. Their volunteers provide professional quality sewn gowns and clothing repurposed from wedding gowns to the
families. All are at no charge to the family.
They also meet the needs of men, women, children and infants who are very ill, suffering from the loss of a loved
one, or are in a crisis situation throughout the United States and overseas. In our community they donate to
Carolina's Medical Center and Novant hospitals as well as to the Gate Pregnancy Resource Center and Cabarrus
Women's Center. Their home base is Concord with a range of volunteers who live in South Carolina, Maryland,
Tennessee, Virginia, Oregon, Texas, Ohio, Arizona, Louisiana and of course throughout North Carolina. Their items
are shipped all over the United States and overseas.
How can you help? A box will be placed in the foyer of the fellowship hall to collect such items as wedding dresses,
soft baby yarn, yarn to make lap blankets and prayer shawls, sewing supplies, soft fleece, material, lace
embellishments, velcro, bias tape, thread, serger thread, machine embroidery thread, iron on stabilizer, elastic,
etc. They also accept monetary gifts to help cover the cost of shipping.
I have seen what they do and it is a wonderful ministry. Thank you to anyone donating. Their website is
heavenlyoats.org. Any questions contact Priscilla Giuliano at tttandsp@gmail.com.
If you know anyone in the area with autism, Cerebral Palsy, Down Syndrome, stroke, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s
Disease, or a related diagnosis—read on: Audrey Reynolds, a board certified music therapist, is now offering
inclusive summer community music groups at Rocky River to promote exercise, socialization, speech, and
emotional expression in participants and to provide support for caregivers and family.

Church Life
Please Keep in Your Prayers: Ruth Mills, friend of Vance & Brenda Horton; Keith Long, son of Darlene Chase; Buddy Holson,
friend of Jimmy Stafford and Mary Litteral; Gerald Jones, father of Deb Carter; Alan Clawson; Jeannette Lefler, sister of Dale
Ritchie; John Rankin; Will Harris, nephew of Cyndi Conway (battling leukemia); Julia Wainwright, friend of Alice Williams; Jim
Avery, friend of Cyndi Conway; Roman Shepard; Mary Alexander; Michelle Pena Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry and Linda
Clark; Ann Glosson; Phyllis Griffin; Teresa Faw, family of Alice Williams; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark; Neil Cochran; Amber
Ritter, co-worker of Deb Carter; Harley and Teresa Vea, friends of Janet Little; Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura
Milliken; Anna Melvin; Shorty McCachren; Mandy Ide; Lavada Freeman; Pat McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell, father of
Dori Swaringen; Wes and Ree Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Sam Peterson, friend of Priscilla Giuliano;
Alan Cochran, brother of Neil Cochran; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry
Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger; Ouida Harman; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan Milliken;
Seville Funk; Marlene Howard; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Linda Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams; Zackie
Moore.
If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care WE WANT TO KNOW! Please call Pastor Neal
directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!) or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and
offer assistance. Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com Church Office: 704.455.2479

August Birthdays
Name

Birthday

Name

Birthday

Bill Smart

8/1

Ron Smith

8/13

Debbie Wilson

8/2

Ashelyn Earley

8/14

Nancy McDonald

8/3

Brandon Jones

8/14

Stephanie Campbell

8/4

Eric Linker

8/14

Nathan Spickard

8/4

Jim Fairchild

8/15

Jon Dickason

8/6

Kathy Linker

8/16

Jacob Murray

8/7

Wendy McDonald

8/16

Maggie Shepard

8/7

Steven Porfeli

8/17

Introduction to Honey Bees (Apis Mellifera) - Saturday, August 18 at 9:30am

Doris Alexander

8/8

Tierney Fairchild

8/18

Class is open to anyone in the congregation that has an interest in learning about honey bees.

Scott Biggers

8/8

Jimmy McDonald

8/18

The world’s ratio of non-beekeepers to beekeepers is astounding. The non-beekeepers
control most of the bee forage land, use most of the pesticides and herbicides, and yet have
only a rudimentary knowledge of the tremendous assets they control for bee health and their habitats. We must find
ways to engage non-beekeepers, which is the goal of this class.

Will Biggers

8/8

Elaine Tankersley

8/18

Anna Melvin

8/9

Laura Carriker

8/19

Kendale Young

8/9

Blake Childers

8/19

Topics will include pollinators, biology, history, fauna, flora, pesticides, safety and items utilized in beekeeping and
will be taught by Stan Frick and King McCachren.

Ruth Tankersley

8/10

Jennifer McDonald

8/19

Janet S. Jenkins

8/11

Carter Tankersley

8/18

Libby Coble

8/12

Dori Swaringen

8/21

Jennifer Young

8/12

Carol Lyerly

8/22

Reagan Smith

8/30

-Create Community Mini: Children with Special Needs, ages 5-11, Mondays 2:30-3:00pm
-Create Community Juniors: Youth with Special Needs, ages 12-18, Monday 6:45-7:30pm
-Create Community Neuro: Adults and Seniors with neurological disorders, including
Parkinson’s Disease, dementia, stroke, Huntington’s Disease, etc., Mondays 1:30pm-2:15pm
Groups will be held weekly throughout July and August 2018. $12/week.
Call Audrey at 704-579-8531 or email adagiomusictherapy@therapysecure.com for more
information.

Ten Cents-a-Meal is still going strong! July was a little slower due to vacations but we know once
everyone gets back our amounts will go up again. Please remember we take up donations on
Wednesday nights and the first Sunday of the month. As of early July we were up to $1400.00.
Our community thanks you because 25 % comes back to this area. Let’s keep it up!
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Service Volunteers

Scripture Readings for the month of August
Wednesday, August 1
Thursday, August 2
Friday, August 3
Saturday, August 4
Sunday, August 5
Monday, August 6
Tuesday, August 7
Wednesday, August 8
Thursday, August 9
Friday, August 10
Saturday, August 11
Sunday, August 12
Monday, August 13
Tuesday, August 14
Wednesday, August 15
Thursday, August 16
Friday, August 17
Saturday, August 18
Sunday, August 19
Monday, August 20
Tuesday, August 21
Wednesday, August 22
Thursday, August 23
Friday, August 24
Saturday, August 25
Sunday, August 26
Monday, August 27
Tuesday, August 28
Wednesday, August 29
Thursday, August 30
Friday, August 31

Judgment 3:12-30 and Matthew 27:45-54
Judgment 4:4-23 and Matthew 27:55-66
Judgment 5:1-18 and Matthew 28:1-10
Judgment 5:19-31 and Matthew 28:11-20
Judgment 6:1-24 and Mark 3:20-30
Judgment 6:25-40 and John 1:1-18
Judgment 7:1-18 and John 1:19-28
Judgment 7:19-8:12 and John 1:29-42
Judgment 8:22-35 and John 1:43-51
Judgment 9:1-16, 19-21 and John 2:1-12
Judgment 9:22-25,50-57 and John 2:13-25
Judgment 11:1-11, 29-40 and Mark 4:35-41
Judgment 12:1-7 and John 3:1-21
Judgment 13:1-15 and John 3:22-36
Judgment 3:15-24 and John 4:1-26
Judgment 14:1-19 and John 4:27-42
Judgment 14:20-15:20 and John 4:43-54
Judgment 16:1-14 and john 5:1-18
Judgment 16:15-31 and Mark 5:25-34
Judgment 17:1-13 and John 5:19-29
Judgment 18:1-15 and John 5:30-47
Judgment 18:16-31 and John 6:1-15
Job 1:1-22 and John 6:16-27
Job 2:1-13 and John 6:27-40
Job 3:1-26 and John 6:41-51
Job 4:1-6, 12-21 and Mark 6:1-6a
Job 4:1; 5:1-11, 17-21, 26-27 and John 6:52-59
Job 6:1-4, 8-15, 21 and John 6:60-71
Job 6:1; 7:1-21 and John 7:1-13
Job 8:1-10, 20-22 and John 7:14-36
Job 9:1-15, 32-35 and john 7:37-52

Chiming the Hour
August 5

Anna Talton

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles
All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship.

August 12 James Ide

Tuesday, August 7 and 14

August 19

Colton Heavey

August 26

Isabella Rockel

Morning Circle: 11:30a.m. at Chong Chin Restaurant on the 7th
Evening Circle: 6:00 p.m. at Union Street Bistro on the 14th (rsvp to Ann Burr)
All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible Studies.
We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, prayer and fellowship.
We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!
We meet the first Tuesday of each month.

A Time for Children
August 5

JD McNutt

Questions? Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com

August 12 Thomas Heavey
August 19

Julia Alexander

FREE Community Meal - Served the first Wednesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall

August 26

Vance Horton

Wednesday August 1 at 6:00pm - Sub Sandwiches, Chips and Dessert

Bread
August 5

Mary Loraas

August 12 Linda Clark
August 19

Laura Carriker

August 26

Priscilla Giuliano

This ministry continues to be very well received by the community and we appreciate that you make
everyone feel welcome. We are making great strides to truly make this a community meal by seeking
out those who are unfamiliar to us, sitting at their table, eating with them, and making them feel part of
the Rocky River family. Please continue to invite anyone in the community that you meet.
Note: Food will not be put away until 7:00 p.m. to accommodate those who cannot arrive earlier.
Questions? Please contact Candice Shepard at 704-778-1278/shepard.candice@gmail.com

The Farmers Market - The market is open every Wednesday from 3:00 to 6:30pm.
Worship Assistants
August 5

Kathy Linker

August 12 Candice Shepard
August 19

Emma Wakeman

August 26

Gigi Hunnicutt

Miller and Sons produce
has been a welcome addition to the market, and draws great crowds! Other vendors this year include Wyolina
Kennels, Curt’s Kettle Corn, Mullis Family Farm meats, fresh eggs, jewelry and local honey! Stop by on Wednesday’s before you come for dinner!

Men’s Breakfast

Served the third Sunday of each month in the Fellowship Hall

The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, August 19 at 9:00a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers. What a
great opportunity for fellowship among our men! We would love to see some new faces at the breakfast.
I challenge each of you to invite someone new to join you for breakfast this month.

Nursery Volunteers

Questions? Please contact Jerry Clark at 704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net

Toddler Nursery

Infant Nursery
August 5

Recurring Monthly Events

Alice Williams, Linda Clark

August 5

Pam McCachren

August 12 Kathy Dulin, Rebecca Murray

August 12 Traci Bird, Cindy Spickard

Rocky River Readers - Typically meets the fourth Monday of each month in the church parlor

August 19

Maggie Linker, Brenda Horton

August 19

Allison and Aydenn Harris

August 26

Rosie Baczewski

August 26

Dori and Scott Swaringen

If you like to read and discuss books, we hope you will join us. At our August 27th meeting, we will
discuss The Keeper of Lost Things by Ruth Hogan. Andrew Peardew spent half his life collecting
lost objects, trying reunite them with owners. As he nears the end of his life, he leaves these lost
treasures to his assistant Laura. He can trust her to fulfill his legacy and find the rightful owners.
This book is filled with interesting characters whose back stories and lost-and-found objects are
intriguing.
We always welcome new readers! Please join us in the church parlor at 7pm on
Monday, August 27th whether you had a chance to read this month’s book or not.
Questions? Please contact Marie Morrison at 704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net

Ushers
1st Sunday:
2nd Sunday:
3rd Sunday:
4th Sunday:

Week #
1
2
3
4
5
10

Lead: Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Jim Pharr, Ruth McDonald, Patrick Spickard
Lead: Ted Dickason, Jon Dickason, Jeff Thomas, Dave Mowery, Thomas Linker, Bob Windell
Lead: Tim or Dianne Savelle, Steve Jewett, Joey Dulin, Joe Novobilski, Dori or Scott Swaringen
Lead: Reggie Hunnicutt, Chris Bechtol, Dave Miller, Traci Bird, Jim Stafford, King McCachren

Head Counter
Teri
Teri
Teri
Scott
Teri

Assistant
Reggie Hunnicutt
Stephen Jewett
Ben Schneider
Frank Reynolds
Bill Carriker
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Book Sale

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
COST: $5/meal,
$15/family maximum
The caterer donates $1 from every $5
collected back to the Youth group!

ALL ARE INVITED!
Menu For August
August 1 - Free Community Meal
Sub Sandwiches
August 8 - Maple Glazed Chicken
August 15 - Baked Potato Bar
August 22 - Chicken Alfredo
August 29—Grilled Pork Chops
To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming
when you sign the attendance book or
call the office.

Women’s Retreat
November 9—11, 2018
Amy Hicks will be back as our
Bible leader and Bellefonte has
been invited. If you have not
gone before, make this year your
first and mark this on your
calendar!! More details coming
soon!
Questions? Please contact
Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203/
tttandsp@gmail.com

The next book sale will
be in the spring of
2019. If you have
books to donate you
can bring them to the basement of the
new building. Please put the books in the
back corner where tables and partitions
are located. We would prefer the books
be in boxes instead of bags so we can
move them around easily and sort the
contents.
Note: If you have any books related to
Halloween, Thanksgiving or Christmas to
donate, please put them in the opposite
back corner for the PW Yard Sale in
October. Those will be the only books
sold then due to the holidays being close
to the Yard Sale date.
Questions? Contact Marie Morrison at
morrison1960@windstream.net

GRIEF SHARE
Thursdays - 6:30 to 8:00
August 16 - Nov. 8
The fall GriefShare class will
begin Thursday, August 16 for
13 weeks. You can register
online at griefshare.org. or by
calling the office. The only cost
is $15 for the workbook. This
class is offered to anyone in our
community who has lost a loved
one and needs help living with
their grief.
If you have any questions
please contact Julia Alexander
j.richie.alex@gmail.com or by
calling 704--455-9753

Ready for a Little Spring Spruce?

Family Game Night

Annual Yard Sale
We will gladly take your treasures for the
annual yard sale to be held, Saturday,
October 6th. As in the past year, there
will be a place to store items in the
basement. Remember the saying, “One
man's junk is the Church's treasure.”
That said - please make sure the items you
bring us are saleable and in decent
condition!!

Twice a month on the
second and fourth Friday in
the Fellowship Hall

Friday, August 10 and 24
7:00pm

Game Night has become a fun Friday
night tradition at RRPC. Young and old
members alike come out to play a friendly
game of cards, or their favorite board
game. All you have to bring is your
favorite game, a snack to share and your
competitive spirit! Invite your neighbors
and friends for some good clean fun!
All are welcome!
Questions? Please contact Priscilla Giuliano
at 704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com

Building and Grounds News
Thank you to our volunteers and donors, our NEW SHUTTERS have been installed. As is so often the case,
members of our congregation saw a need and filled it. After squirrels and time destroyed our old shutters, Joe
Novobilski and Walt Burr researched shutters and found the ideal company, Page Plantation Shutters in Hamlet, NC,
who designed and built new ones. Mrs. Nancy Kluttz donated the funds to purchase the shutters and hardware, as
well as the funds to rent the equipment to ease installation. Finally, our volunteers stepped in to complete the work.
Joe Novobilski, King McCachren, Dave Murray, Jim Rockel and Jim Pharr installed them, starting work some
mornings at 6 a.m. to get ahead of the heat. As always, thank you all for the work you did to get the job done, as
well as the volunteer hours you donate throughout the year.
We meet the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm. Our next meeting is scheduled for August 6.
Committee chairpersons can be reached at:
Billy Carriker, (980) 521-5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com
Jim Rockel, (319) 850-1335/jrockel@hotmail.com
Jim Pharr, (980) 329-6225/jlpharr@aol.com

God has given each of you a gift from his great variety
of spiritual gifts.
Use them well to serve one another.
1 Peter 4:10-11

Online Giving
“Giving has always been a mark of Christian commitment and discipleship. The ways
in which a believer uses God’s gifts of material goods, personal abilities, and time
should reflect a faithful response to God’s self-giving in Jesus Christ and Christ’s call
to minister to and share with others in the world. Tithing is a primary expression of the
Christian discipline of stewardship.”
We are now offering Online Giving for anyone interested in doing this.
•
Go to our website www.rockyriver.org and click on the Giving Tab.
•
You will see a description of the Online Giving program and a “Donation” button.
•
Click on the donation button and follow the instructions as a first time user.
•
You can designate which fund your donation goes to (General, Building, Scholarship, Youth etc…)
•
It’s very simple and you will receive a confirmation email once you are finished.
•
Once you have established your account you can create a recurring donation OR just make a one time
donation. It’s up to you!
If you have any questions or aren’t sure how to get started call Cyndi in the office at 704-455-2479.

Stewardship
2018 PROPOSED BUDGET: $382,667 NEEDED PER MONTH: $31,888 NEEDED PER WEEK: $7,358

Pack 83 First Place Most Original Float!!
Pack 83 participated in the Harrisburg Fourth of July parade this
year. It is one of the largest parades around. Our scouts had an
awesome time as well as our leaders. Hopefully, the youth
watching the parade saw how much fun scouting is!
There were 132 parade entries. Pack 83 won First Prize for
Most Original Float. The float was featured on the town website
and had their picture in the Independent Tribune.
If you know anyone interested in scouting, have them contact
Jason Dickson at pack83nc@gmail.com
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WEEK

GIVING

DIFFERENCE
FOR WEEK +/-

DIFFERENCE
FOR MONTH +/-

7/1/2018

5411

-$1946

-$26,477

7/8/2018

14,914

+$7556

-$11,563

7/15/2018

5576

-$1782

-$5,987

7/22/2018

4774

-$2584

-$1,213

7/29/2018

5763

-$1595

+4,550

UPDATE ON BUILDING LOAN— the new balance of our building loan is $370,000. A sizable payment was made
when the terms were renegotiated which reduced the amount we had to borrow. Our new term is 5 years at a rate of 4.75%.
While this resulted in a lower required monthly payment, we feel that being good stewards of the church’s money, we are going
to continue to make the previous higher payment to further reduce the balance quicker. This, coupled along with the capital
campaign proceeds being applied monthly, will result in an even quicker loan payoff. This is exciting news and we appreciate
everyone’s contributions to the capital campaign and helping us become debt free!
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Godly Play training event September 13-15
RRPC is privileged to host a community training event for Godly Play
Foundation September 13-15. This event is for any teachers who want
to learn more about Godly Play or upgrade their own experience as a
leader with Godly Play. Godly Play is a method for nurturing a child’s
relationship with God, not simply “Sunday School” in the way most of us remember. All the people connected to
children in our community will benefit from learning the underlying principles of the program. Those who explore the
fundamentals of a Godly Play room at an accredited training event such as this will improve their teaching skills,
learn more ways to utilize the program, and leave spiritually refreshed. As a host church, we agree to provide
several meals for the participants. If you would like to help cook or serve during these days, please contact Sharon
Vanpelt.

For Your Body

HOLY YOGA IS A WELCOME MINISTRY AT RRPC!
You still have time to try it!
Dates for the remainder of the summer are:
MONDAYS- 6:30-7:30pm (NO childcare available):
August 13
WEDNESDAYS - 9:30-10:30am
($3/child for on-site childcare ages 2yr+ ~ *must be preregistered*): August 1 & 15

Silver Sneakers Yoga Class - will now be offered on
Tuesday mornings at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall.
Crystal Passmore is the instructor and is certified by
Silver Sneakers. If you are a member of Silver
Sneakers the class is offered at no charge, if you are
not a member of Silver Sneakers the cost is $3 per
class. This class is designed for all ages and skill
levels. Chairs are available if needed for support!
Come and give it a try!

This 7 week session will end the week of August 13. Leslie has
not decided if she is going to continue offering this class in the fall.
As soon as she decides we will let you all know.

Healing Touch Clinic
Healing touch clinic at the Farmers market during July has been fun with quite a
few mini HT sessions. Many of our church family have experienced the 5 to 10
minute relaxation sessions. We have also generated some interest in the
Sunday afternoon practice clinic, which will be held on August 12th between 3
and 5 pm. A Sign up sheet will be available for 30 minute sessions in the vestibule August 5. There's no charge,
but donations to the building fund are appreciated.
Evaluations from past clinics indicate that participants find Healing Touch very beneficial with stress and pain
relief. Give it a try, and call Julia Alexander for more information @ 704-455-9753.

Children
Children’s News
From Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education
Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at Rocky River? Contact Sharon Vanpelt
(dce@rockyriver.org) or Dave Mowery (davemowery55@gmail.com).

From the DCE’s Corner August 2018
HOME
Summer vacations will soon be over, and travelling is almost finished. Have you noticed
that there are certain things that we miss the most when we’re travelling? For me it is a
few things: good water pressure, my own bed complete with my smooshed pillows, and
my familiar TV channels. These things always make me feel “at home” after a long trip.
It is just that way in the church, also. Most of us have certain chairs we use in Sunday School. Adults may urge their
teachers to continue year after year because they like what they have to say. We gravitate to a certain area or pew
in the sanctuary for worship. We sing a favorite hymn with gusto when it is chosen. These things make us feel like
we are in the right place. We crave the familiar feeling of “home.”
And that’s not bad. Isn’t that what we want visitors to our campus to feel when they come here? We want them to
understand what draws us to work and worship in this place so that they might find the same feeling. We want them
to find in this place a church home.
Scholars tell us that we are drawn to the familiar. When we meet someone new we try to find things we have in
common—work, sports teams, family. When we go to a new place we look for things that remind us of something we
are used to.
Even our brains look for the familiar. Did you know that the brain sorts what information will be stored in its memory
banks by the connections that are made between the new information and stored information? If the new memory
can connect to an old memory it will be stored for a longer period of time. It recognizes that it has a place to be. It
has a home.
We often say that the church is not a building, it is the people who make up the church. We are responsible for
making that sense of home here at Rocky River PC. Every time we show a new family where Sunday School
classes are, every time we greet visitors during the Passing of the Peace, every time we ask for someone’s name at
the Community Meal we have a chance to welcome people to our church home. Let’s take these opportunities to lay
out the welcome mat and welcome others home.

Flat Neal and the Vacation Backpack
Flat Neal is having a well-travelled summer so far! If your family hasn’t had a chance to involve Flat Neal and the
Vacation Backpack in your summer’s activities, even if you never leave Concord, pick one up in the church office
while the supply lasts. Look for the photos of his travels on the church website and Facebook page.

Sermon Podcasts: Did you miss Sunday Service? Want to hear Neal’s sermon? Now you can!! A podcast is an audio file
available to download or stream to your computer, mobile phone, tablet, or car audio system. What is on our Podcast?
Our weekly scripture and sermon message from Rev. Neal Carter. Each podcast typically lasts 20 minutes. Just go to our website
www.rockyriver.org and click on the Worship tab, and on the dropdown menu click on sermon podcast. It’s that simple. Make
sure you have a podcast app Either in iTunes or Google play.
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Vacation Bible School Rolling River Rampage August 5-9
There’s still time to register children for this year’s Vacation Bible School! We’re looking
forward to an exciting week learning how Jesus is with us through everything. A light
supper will be served at 6:00 p.m. Children ages 4 – grade 5 are invited to participate in
exciting games, interesting science experiments, fun crafts, and hilarious videos nightly
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. A nursery is also provided. Register online at the church website
www.rockyriver.org . Each family that registers gets a FREE VBS music CD until
supplies run out!

Ripples of Kindness VBS Mission Project
Having a mission project within Vacation Bible School helps children to develop a habit of thinking of others.
We are asking the congregation to join with the VBS to generate Ripples of Kindness in our community.
Our VBS Mission Project this year is collecting backpacks and basic school supplies for Rocky River Elementary
School. We are trying to fill a tent with the following items to be delivered to the school in time for school to start.
Please drop your donations in the designated boxes in the Fellowship Hall lobby or in the church vestibule.
Donations will be accepted now through August 18 so check out those dollar stores and back-to-school sales and
let’s flood our community with kindness! Any quantity of any item would be greatly appreciated!!

Christian Education Sunday August 29th
Sunday, August 29th, will be a day for us to celebrate Christian Education at RRPC in a variety of ways.
• Combined Cross generational Sunday School class at 10:00 a.m. that will celebrate the past year of studies
to remember the many ways the Holy Spirit has worked through this church to grow and transform our faith. Then
we will look forward to what we can expect in the coming year of Christian Education.
• Presentation of Bibles to Third Graders during the worship service. We will continue the tradition of gifting
God’s Word to our young readers. Please contact Sharon Vanpelt as soon as possible to confirm your 3rd grader’s
participation in this special faith milestone.
• Blessing of Students during the worship service. We will have a special blessing of students for the new school
year. We will ask all students of any age to gather at the front for a blessing and a small reminder of God’s presence
with us at all times.

Youth News
from JD McNutt, Youth Director
Beautiful...yet scary
Last night after dinner at church I watched Clai pull away on his own in a car for the first time.
He had just gotten his license the day before. Actually, now that I think about it - to drive to/
from church for the first time is a great destination! My first ride was to the grocery store. I
heard mom say "I need milk" and I shot out the door. Came back 20 minutes later and she
said, "well there was more to the list!"

•

Crayola crayons (24 count)

•

washable Crayola markers (8 basic colors)

•

glue sticks

•

plastic pocket folders

•

marble composition books

•

Ziploc Bags – all sizes

How in the world did this person who once was 8 lbs and in the palm of my hands get behind the steering wheel?
The kid who's first word was "dog" and "moo juice" get so tall? Time with your children is beautiful...yet scary.

•

Yellow highlighters

•

#2 plain Ticonderoga yellow pencils

Time stops for nobody. I've watched my own mother go from an independent woman to struggling with dementia in a
short amount of time. The stories she tells are some that I've never heard before. Beautiful...yet scary.

•

zipper pencil pouch

•

ear buds

•

backpack

•

Kleenex tissues

•

Hand sanitizer

•

Disinfecting Wipes

However, to watch your own child venture down the road as they take a left out of the church parking lot …...
Beautiful...yet scary.

And you guys growing from middle schoolers that annoyed everyone to building decks in Kentucky and playing with
children in Alabama. Beautiful...yet scary - especially if I'm holding the nail and you have the hammer ☺
I can't speed up time - nor would I want to for there is simply too much to miss. And I can't slow it down and maybe
that's a good thing. All I can do is simply be thankful for the presence of the moment. For time is indeed...well you
know the ending of the sentence.
May you enjoy the gift of time given to you today. May you be present in this moment. And when the marvels of time
stop you for a moment as you watch your child drive away...may you know that it is beautiful...even when it is scary.
Peace,
JD

Youth Calendar
Sunday School—Sunday Morning at 10:00am down in the basement (Room B-6)
Middle School and High School youth gather each week before worship service.
Lego Night every Wednesday after dinner at 6:45pm

Summer Sunday School
Summer Sunday School for younger students has been going great! Kids are donning capes each Sunday and
learning that they can be super heroes with the power of Jesus Christ working through them. Summer Sunday
School will conclude August 19th. There will be a combined Sunday School class on September 2nd and the new
Sunday School year will officially kick off on September 9th.

•
•
•
•
•

August 5 - 9 Help with VBS!! All hands on deck! We need you one or all of the nights!!
August 12 - No youth activities
August 18 - 1pm; Go to Carillon and play Bingo!
August 19 - youth; 6pm
August 26 - Churchwide Ice Cream Social (bring out your best homemade recipe!!)

Questions? Contact JD McNutt at 704-287-6732/youthrrpc@gmail.com
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