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A Message From the Pastor - Neal Carter

Save The Dates
August 11 - Family Game Night
August 17 - Fall Griefshare Begins
August 20 - Ice Cream Social
August 23 - Choir Practice Begins
August 27 - Christian Ed Sunday and Women’s Annual Meeting
September 6 - Choir Chimes Practice Begins (Grades K thru 6th)
September 10 - September Meeting
September 11- Handbell Rehearsals Begin
September 23 - Bags in the Burg
October 7 - Yard Sale
October 14 - Fall Festival and Brunswick Stew
October 25 - Trunk or Treat
Nov. 10-12 - Women’s Retreat at Montreat
Nov 12 thru 18 - Serve at Soup Kitchen
More information on all of these events (and more!!) will be forthcoming.

7940 Rocky River Road · Concord, North Carolina 28025 · 704.455.2479 · churchadmin@rockyriver.org
www.RockyRiver.org

Scott Dannemiller writes, “An atheist walked into three churches last Sunday.”
While it sounds like Dannemiller is about to break into a joke, he is not.
Dannemiller, an atheist, wants to reflect on the tale of Sanderson Jones of
Sunday Assembly—also known as the atheist church. Sunday Assembly is a
gathering of atheists as a corporate gathering. Jones’ mission was to attend
three London Christian church services in one day. Jones does not attend the
Christian churches to fight over faith. Actually, he goes to Christian churches to
“learn from the pros.” There is a growing desire even among atheists to have
community. Dannemiller wants to learn from Christians how to do church so
he can emulate it in his nonreligious setting. At the end of the day, Sanderson
Jones walks away with a great appreciation for communion and prayer. While
this is not one of those miracle conversation stories, Jones is truly moved by
the way in which churches welcomed him and gave him a sense of belonging.
Jones does not abandon his non-faith faith. But, he does recognize the welcome and hospitality that he receives in
the congregations he attends. Ultimately, Jones experiences what each of our churches are trying to attain on any
given Sunday—hospitality and welcome. We all want to show the hospitality of Christ by welcoming others into the
church. Churches absolutely want to welcome folks to be members of the church. Churches often invite them
warmly. But rather than meet them where they are, churches often ask them to meet the church where it is. The
result? Those who are drawn to a church, will be those who tend to worship, believe, and look like the church (And
we wonder why church membership is declining).
I think about that sense of hospitality a lot lately. I think it is the very essence of a church that wants to grow and
reach the community. That is how I want to be known here at RRPC.
My hope is that we do corporate worship well here. We have great youth and scout programs. We have a wonderful
Wednesday evening fellowship time. We proclaim the gospel to people desperately in need of the good news. One of
the great assets we have for our Christian hospitality is our facility. I recently read an article asserting that a danger
for churches is the tendency of churches to see themselves as possessors of property instead of seeing themselves
as caretakers of sacred ground. As caretakers, we are here to support God’s creation. Churches need to recapture
that call. I contend that we at RRPC continue to see ourselves as caretakers of sacred ground rather than
possessors of our property. We do not possess it. We shouldn’t try to possess it any more than we should try to
possess the rushing wind. Consider the local parks where gates are wide and all are welcome. This is what our
church should continue to be—open to all when it is possible. Here’s the good news: we need not take up such a
heavy burden of being possessors of the property. Christ never asked us to own His church or His building. The
Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it. The world and all its people belong to him. (Psalm 24:1) As we continue to
see ourselves as caretakers of our given space, we are more concerned with using our resources for outreach and
our community. We only want to assure that, no matter the reason folks come, they will feel the beauty and
magnificence of Our Creator. We also hope the beauty others experience will be so real, so authentic, that they have
no choice but to share the experience with others. So, I pray today that this will be our call. That we may tirelessly
look for ways to be caretakers of the church—this church facility—as we continue to serve our faith. We do not
possess it; it is not ours to own. So, I pray today that this will be our call. To look for ways to use our buildings, and
our beautiful property, and our gifts not merely for ourselves, but for others. And in so doing, may the light of Christ
show through our generosity, our openness, and our selflessness as we continue to reach out to the children of God.
Neal

Church Life

Events
August Birthdays

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP MEALS
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
COST: $5/meal, $15/family maximum

Name

Birthday

Name

Birthday

Bill Smart

8/1

Ron Smith

8/13

Debbie Wilson

8/2

Ashelyn Earley

8/14

Nancy McDonald

8/3

Brandon Jones

8/14

Stephanie Campbell

8/4

Eric Linker

8/14

Nathan Spickard

8/4

Jim Fairchild

8/15

August 23: Chicken Alfredo

Jon Dickason

8/6

Kathy Linker

8/16

August 30: Chinese BBQ

Jacob Murray

8/7

Wendy McDonald

8/16

Maggie Shepard

8/7

Steven Porfeli

8/17

Doris Alexander

8/8

Tierney Fairchild

8/18

Scott Biggers

8/8

Jimmy McDonald

8/18

Will Biggers

8/8

Elaine Tankersley

8/18

Anna Melvin

8/9

Laura Carriker

8/19

Kendale Young

8/9

Blake Childers

8/19

Grace McDonald

8/10

Jennifer McDonald

8/19

Ruth Tankersley

8/10

Carter Tankersley

8/18

Nick Harman

8/11

Dori Swaringen

8/21

Janet S. Jenkins

8/11

Carol Lyerly

8/22

Libby Coble

8/12

Cynthia Hancock

8/24

Jennifer Young

8/12

Paula Harman

8/26

Sandy Mott

8/13

Reagan Smith

8/30

Shelia Larsen

8/31

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Menu For August
August 2: Community Meal—Hot Dogs
August 9: Maple Glazed Chicken
August 16: Baked Potato Bar

To RSVP, just fill out a yellow card located in the pew or indicate it when you sign the attendance book.

The market will stay open thru the fall as long as the
farmers have produce to sell!
Vendors include:
R&M Farms Produce
Mullis Family Farms Meats
Blue Fig Farms Flowers, Eggs, Produce
Mallory’s Family Farms Goats Milk Soap
Caren’s Baked Goods and Jams
Contact Cyndi Conway in the church office,
704.455.2479/churchadmin@rockyriver.org.

Men’s Breakfast
The Men’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, August 20 at 9:00a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
As always, we welcome ALL men to join us—husbands, fathers, sons, grandfathers and brothers. What a great
opportunity for fellowship among our men!

2017 Stewardship Summary

Questions? Please contact Jerry Clark at 704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net

TOTAL AMOUNT PLEDGED: $351,000
NEEDED PER MONTH: $29,250
NEEDED PER WEEK: $6,750

Rocky River Readers
Monday, August 28, 7:00pm in the Church Parlor
Hatteras Light by Philip Gerard
During World War II, a German U-boat sinks ships off the coast of the Outer Banks. The Hatteras lighthouse keepers
and the tight-knit community’s routine life is shattered. Over a few crucial days, we become acquainted with the men
and women of Hatteras and with the German officers aboard U-55. Based on historical facts, this novel weaves an
interesting NC story.
Philip Gerard teaches in the Bachelor of Fine Arts and Master of Fine Arts program of the Department of Creative
Writing at the University of North Carolina Wilmington. He often writes historical articles for Our State magazine.
Rocky River Readers will meet at 7pm on August 28th in the Parlor. We invite new members to join our discussion.
Questions? Please contact Marie Morrison at 704-455-2487/morrison1960@windstream.net

Donkey Race

WEEK

GIVING

DIFFERENCE
FOR WEEK +/-

DIFFERENCE
FOR MONTH +/-

7/02/2017

$5,290

-$1,460

-$23,960

7/09/2017

$8,168

+$1,418

-$15,792

7/16/2017

$5,317

-$1,432

-$10,475

7/23/2017

$4,872

-$1,877

-$5,603

Events

Church Life

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles

Buildings and Grounds News
Thank you King McCachren, for mowing the lot across the street. It looks much better. Our dedicated volunteers who provide
the labor to keep our buildings and grounds looking nice and in good repair are a true blessing. We have another tree that has
fallen in the lot across the road. If you need or want firewood, please speak with Dave, Billy or Jim. They, along with the B&G
committee will appreciate any help cleaning it up, and it will provide a lot of good oak firewood. The Old Rocky River Cemetery
and Spear’s cemetery are both in need of mowing/trimming. If your heart calls you to serve, and you enjoy that kind of work,
please speak with Dave, Billy or Jim to get you started.
As always, if you have energy, talents or gifts to share we can always use volunteers.
Our committee meets the first Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the church and we welcome anyone who has an interest in
maintaining and improving our buildings and grounds. Our next meeting is Monday, August 7.
Interested? Contact any member of the committee:
Dave Murray, 704.455.9469/dmurray16@carolina.rr.com
Billy Carriker, 980.521.5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com
Jim Rockel, 319.850.1335/jlrockel@hotmail.com

Discovery Class Starts New Study
The Discovery Adult Sunday School class began a new study on July 23rd. W. Phillip Keller’s book A Gardener Looks at the
Fruits of the Spirit began with a study of the Parable of the Sower and the types of soil/people.The next 9 lessons examine each
of the fruits of the Spirit as given in Galatians 5:22-23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” We invite others to join us for this
study. This adult class meets on the 2nd floor and welcomes new members. We cover a variety of age groups; married, single,
spouses of teachers in other rooms. If you haven’t found a class for Sunday at 10:00, we hope you will give the Discovery class
a try!
Questions? Please contact Marie Morrison at 704-455-2487/morrison1960@windstream.net

All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship.

Tuesday, August 1
Morning Circle: 11:30a.m., Union Street Bistro (meet in church parking lot at 11:00 to carpool)
Evening Circle: 6:00 p.m., Union Street Bistro
All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible
Studies. We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study,
prayer and fellowship. We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups! We meet the first Tuesday of
each month.
Other News: The Evening Circle will be studying a new book in September—Having a Mary Spirit by Joanna
Weaver. We studied Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World a few years ago, and really enjoyed the content. We
have been following the Horizon Bible Study, but decided to use Joanna's second book for the upcoming 2017-2018
circle year. Anyone wishing to join us, please contact Priscilla Giuliano or Niki Schneider so we can order the
books. The morning circle will be following the Horizon Bible Study.
Women's Annual Meeting: Sunday, August 27th at 5:00p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We will be honoring four
women of the church who have passed on into eternal life. These women contributed so much during their time at
Rocky River. Join us as we honor with memorials for Emmy Pharr, Lib Thomas, Ruth McCachren and Louise
Murray.
Questions? Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com

Start cleaning your closets for our annual yard sale!
We have set aside a corner of the basement for your
donations—so you can bring them anytime OR you can drop
off on the following dates: Wednesday, October 4th from
7:00-8:30p.m., Thursday October 5th from 9 - noon and
6:30-8:30p.m.; and Friday October 6th from 9 - noon and
6:00-7:00p.m. We will price the items for sale.

Worship Calendar
Chiming the Hour

A Time for Children

Worship Assistants

Bread Ministry

August 6 Dylan Cagle

August 6 Jerry Clark

August 6 Carol Mullis

1st Sunday: Jim Lyerly (August)

August 13 Colton Heavey

August 13 Neal Carter

August 13 Laura Milliken

2nd Sunday: Candice Shepard

August 20 James Ide

August 20 Sharon Van Pelt

August 20 Pam Sciascia

3rd Sunday: Emma Wakeman

August 27 Isabella Rochel

August 27 J oey Dulin

August 27 Shirley Rockel

4th Sunday: Gigi Hunnicutt

Please no car seats, mattresses, cribs, broken, or
recalled items. Let the RRPC Women help de-clutter your
life and raise a few funds for our new building.

5th Sunday: Ben Burr

Infant Nursery

Toddler Nursery

August 6 Alice Williams and Linda Clark

August 6 Baxter and Libby Coble

August 13 Kathy Dulin and R Mebecca Murray

August 13 Traci Bird and pam McCachren

August 20 Maggie Linker and Brenda Horton

August 20 Allison and Aydenn Harris

August 27 Joseph and Rose Baczewski

August 27 Scott, Dori and Jessica Swaringen

Ushers
1st Sunday: Lead; Robin Hartsell, Butch McDonald, Michael McDonald, Ruth McDonald, Danny Tankersley and Garrett McDonald, Billy
McDonald
2nd Sunday: Lead; Ted Dickason, Eric Linker, Dave Mowery, Jon Dickason, Thomas Linker, Bob Windell
3rd Sunday: Lead; Chip Wells, Baxter Coble, Joey Dulin, Steve Jewett and Joe Novobilski, Darren Bird
4th Sunday: Lead; Reggie Hunnicutt, Chris Bechtol, Dave Miller, Kevin Harris, Frank Reynolds, Jimmy Stafford, King McCachren
5th Sunday: Lead; JD McNutt and Youth
Do you know someone looking for a church home? Have you been intentional in sharing all that Rocky River Presbyterian has to
offer? Everyday is a good day to tell someone about RRPC and to invite them to worship with us! Wednesday night fellowship is
another great way to introduce your friends to our church family. RRPC welcomes everyone, and we hope you will spread the word
and encourage your friends and neighbors to join us!

SAVE THE DATE!

Questions contact Priscilla Giuliano (tttandsp@gmail.com).

(and clean out your closets!)

Rocky River Presbyterian’s Annual

November 10 - 12

Montreat Conference Center

We hope you will join us for a weekend of faith,
fellowship, food and fun!! Women of all ages are
encouraged to attend.
Contact Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com

A $50.00 deposit is due by September 10th, with the balance due by October 29th. The room charges per person
are as follow: Single room $270.00. Double $210.00. Third Floor (shared bathroom) $180.00. This includes
meals. We encourage you to join us for a weekend of spiritual fellowship. If you haven't gone before, please join us!
Questions? Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at 704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com or Ann Burr at 704-796-1957

Serving
Music Lessons and Music Therapy Services Now Available at RRPC!

Scripture Readings for the month of July
Tuesday, August 1

2 Samuel 3:6-21 and Mark 6:30-46

Wednesday, August 2

2 Samuel 3:22-39 and Mark 6:47—56

Thursday, August 3

2 Samuel 4:1-12 and Mark 7:1-23

Friday, August 4

2 Samuel 5:1-12 and Mark 7:24-37

Saturday, August 5

2 Samuel 5:22-6:11 and Mark 8:1-10

Questions? Contact Audrey Reynolds at adagiolessonstudio@gmail.com/704-579-8531

Sunday, August 6

2 Samuel 6:12-23 and John 1:43-51

Enrollment and Rates

Monday, August 7

2 Samuel 7:1-17 and Mark 8:11-21

Standard and adaptive piano and guitar lessons are open to students ages 4-100+, and voice lessons are open to
students ages 8-100+. Music therapy is available for all ages. Discounted costs for RRPC Members: $23/half hour
lesson, $45/half hour music therapy session. Non-members: $28/half hour lesson, $50/half hour music therapy.

Tuesday, August 8

2 Samuel 7:18-29 and Mark 8:22-33

Wednesday, August 9

2 Samuel 9:1-13 and Mark 8:34-9:1

Thursday, August 10

2 Samuel 11:1-27 and Mark 9:2-13

Friday, August 11

2 Samuel 12:1-14 and Mark 9:14-29

Saturday, August 12

2 Samuel 12:15-31 and Mark 9:30-41

Sunday, August 13

2 Samuel 13:1-22 and John 3:22-36

Monday, August 14

2 Samuel 13:23-39 and Mark 9:42-50

Tuesday, August 15

2 Samuel 14:1-20 and Mark 10:1-16

Wednesday, August 16

2 Samuel 14:21-33 and Mark 10:17-31

Thursday, August 17

2 Samuel 15:1-18 and Mark 10:32-45

Friday, August 18

2 Samuel 15:19-37 and Mark 10:46-52

Saturday, August 19

2 Samuel 16:1-23 and Mark 11:1-11

Sunday, August 20

2 Samuel 17:1-23 and John 5:30-47

Monday, August 21

2 Samuel 17:24-18:8 and Mark 11:12-26

Tuesday, August 22

2 Samuel 18:9-18 and Mark 11:27-12:2

Wednesday, August 23

2 Samuel 18:19-33 and Mark 12:13-27

Thursday, August 24

2 Samuel 19:1-23 and Mark 12:28-34

Friday, August 25

2 Samuel 19:24-43 and Mark 12:35-44

Saturday, August 26

2 Samuel 23:1-7, 13-17 and Mark 13:1-13

Sunday, August 27

2 Samuel 24:1-2, 10-25 and John 8:12-20

Monday, August 28

1 Kings 1:(1-4) 5-31 and Mark 13:14-27

Tuesday, August 29

1 Kings 1:32-2:4 (5-46a) 46b and Mark 13:28-37

Wednesday, August 30

1 Kings 3:1-15 and Mark 14:1-11

Thursday, August 31

1 Kings 3:16-28 and Mark 14:12-26

Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. (lessons are 30 minutes and are held in the Choir Room)

What is Music Therapy? Who is a candidate for Music Therapy?

Music therapy is a systematic, research-based process of intervention, carried out by a board certified music
therapist, that utilizes music to assist individuals in meeting non-musical goals. Populations served include
individuals with autism spectrum disorder, genetic disorders, developmental delays, dementia, stroke, Parkinson's
Disease, and individuals requiring palliative care. Music interventions and music genre(s) and songs are customized
to meet client interests and needs. Domains addressed may include communicative, cognitive, sensorimotor, social,
emotional, behavioral, and spiritual. Treatment sessions will be offered at RRPC or Audrey can travel to a place of
residence in situations where travel for a client is not feasible.

To Register: Contact Audrey Reynolds at adagiolessonstudio@gmail.com/704-579-8531

Opportunities to Serve at Rocky River Presbyterian Church
1.

Office Help
We have openings on Monday and Wednesday afternoons. You don’t have to commit to every week—
you can just call to see if you are needed. Work includes answering the phones, helping with
Christian Education tasks, some computer work and cutting coupons.

2.

Sunday School Teachers—Elementary Classes
The Christian Education Team is getting ready for our new Fall classes, and can always use teachers
and gate keepers for the Elementary classrooms. Please let Sharon Vanpelt know if you can help with
this ministry.

3.

Cleaning up the Cemeteries
Old Rocky River Cemetery— Although it appears that no one is looking after this cemetery, we have
been as best we can. We investigated having a company maintain this cemetery and one other, but
found that it was going to cost several thousand dollars per year, well beyond our budget. We are
asking for volunteers to help clean this cemetery on a monthly or as needed basis. Even though it
doesn’t look it now, we did have a work day this spring to clean up the cemetery, and have another
planned for this fall. We have dead trees to remove, and the weeds grow faster than we can cut them.
Please see Jim Rockel if you can help maintain this cemetery.

4.

Clean and Organize Teacher Workroom
The teacher workroom really needs to be cleaned and organized. It has become a “drop off” for arts,
crafts, supplies and “stuff” and really needs some attention! A thorough cleaning, organizing, and
inventory of items will really help with our Christian Education program and save us time and money
in the long run. Who would like to tackle this project?? Please contact Sharon Vanpelt if you can
help.

If any of the above opportunities interest you, or if you have questions, please contact Cyndi Conway in the
church office, 704.455.2479/churchadmin@rockyriver.org.

Serving

Congregational Care
Healing Touch Clinic

Free Community Meal

Sunday, August 13, 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m., Upstairs-Fellowship Building

First Wednesday Each Month, 6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall

This clinic is available for anyone interested in experiencing a relaxing, 30-minute session to restore your balance
and energy. There will be several experienced Healing Touch Practitioners and possibly some students of Healing
Touch from the CMC College of Health Sciences available for these sessions.
While there is no charge for the clinic, donations are accepted for the use of the building. Most of the evaluations of
previous clinics have rated the experience as a valuable one and most enjoyable.
The clinic is held the second Sunday of each month and is open to the public.
Questions? Please contact Julia Alexander, 704-455-9753/2jralex@ctc.net

Fidget Quilts and Quilts of Love
We have formed a group to make fidget quilts for people in the community who have
Alzheimer’s Disease or dementia. Many people with Alzheimer’s or dementia want to
keep their hands busy. They need something to fidget with. We have a group of
women currently working on these quilts, and welcome anyone else who would like to
help! We have lots of materials for you to use!

Rocky River Presbyterian’s Free Community Meal is growing in popularity.
We have had participation from the community, and appreciate that you make
everyone feel welcome. We are making great strides to truly make this a
community meal by seeking out those who are unfamiliar to us, sitting at their
table, eating with them, and making them feel part of the Rocky River family.
Please continue to invite anyone in the community that you meet.
Note: Food will not be put away until 7:00 p.m. to accommodate those who
cannot arrive earlier.
August—Senior Bible Class

If you know of someone who would benefit from these projects, or if you would like to make one, please contact
Julia Alexander at 704-455-9753/2jralex@ctc.net

GriefShare
Fall Series Begins Thursday, August 17, 6:30 p.m., Upstairs in the New Building
The past session had about 25 participants, and we have seen much progress in dealing with the loss of loved ones.
The group is open to anyone who has lost a child, spouse, parent, or significant person in their lives. We welcome
those from our church family and community who need comfort and healing.
To register, contact the church office, 704.455.2479/churchadmin@rockyriver.org or Julia Alexander at 704-455-9753
2jralex@ctc.net

Prayer Requests
Please Keep in Your Prayers:
Steve Mitchem; Ann Windell; Terry Kelly, friend of Reggie and Gigi Hunnicutt; Trina Hadfield Jones; Bing Dickason,
father of Ted Dickason; Tom Rhodes, friend of Shawnee Wakeman; Pat McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell,
father of Dori Swaringen; Wes and Ree Abernathy; Cathy Jewett; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Sam
Peterson, friend of Priscilla Giuliano; Tevis Pinkerton, friend of Jerry Clark; Alan Cochran, brother of Neal Cochran;
Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla Clawson; Karen DeCarlo, co-worker of Alice Williams; Sonya Moorehead,
friend of Jerry Clark; Ellie Wagoner; Lindy and Helene Linenberger; Johnston Howie; Jim Murray; Kristine Way,
co-worker of Alice Williams; Ouida Harman; Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Maxine Phillips,
friend of Dale Ritchie; Brendan Milliken; Seville Funk; Marlene Howard; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Linda
Modzelesky; Bob Brombacher; Teresa Williams; Zackie Moore.

Vacation Bible School Kick-Off Luncheon will be held on Sunday, August 6 after service. All families
are invited to share lunch with our leaders and children! We will be serving fried chicken and ask families
to bring a side dish and/or dessert to share. Ideas are baked beans, potato salad, mac n cheese, cookies,
cakes. Hope to see you all there to support our VBS Team and children!
Questions? Contact Libby Coble at 704-582-9181/libbyc@carolina.rr.com

October—Troop 83

We will resume our winter meals of soups, salads and dessert in the Month of November.

2017 VBS Mission Project

We also continue our Quilts of Love ministry and give lap quilts to shut-ins and to those

in need of God’s love in our community, nursing homes hospitals, crisis centers, and
shelters. There are a few lap quilts in the vestibule if you know someone who needs
some love!!

September—Youth

In our VBS trip to Rome this year, we are learning how the Romans used
aqueducts to bring water to places that had none. There are still places where
clean, fresh water is not available. An estimated 1 billion people worldwide lack
access to clean water. Water-related diseases claim the lives of 2 million to 5
million people each year due to water-borne illnesses such as typhoid, cholera, and hepatitis A.
Living Waters for the World, a ministry of the Synod of Living Waters, is working to change that in two ways.
First, they are providing water filtration units for villages so that they can make their current or new water sources
clean and drinkable. Second, they are providing education for areas about the need for clean water to prevent
water-borne illnesses.
Want to help? You can donate to our Mission Project! Send or bring your donation to Vacation Bible School
Aug. 6-9 or drop it in the offering plate. Checks may be made payable to RRPC with VBS Mission in the memo line.
Cash offerings should be placed in a separate offering envelope with VBS Mission written on the outside.
Let’s make those streams of living water flow!

Education Building
Loan as of 7/30/2017

$ 465,292.86

Minimum Monthly Payment

$

5,110

We are truly blessed here at Rocky River to have the new education building. We would ask everyone to pray we will get the
additional funds needed to pay down what we still owe. If you have not had a chance to make the pledge like we did three
years ago it is not too late for you to join the others in this venture. Write “ Building Fund” on your check and it will go towards
paying off our debt.

If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care—WE WANT TO KNOW!
Please call Pastor Neal directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!)
or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and offer assistance.
Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com

Church Office: 704.455.2479

Children

Youth
Children’s News

Youth News

from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education

from JD McNutt, Youth Director

Vacation or Rest?

Be productively Lazy :)

“Vacation time” is winding down. The lazy days of summer are passing quickly and we
scramble to get in those last-minute trips. Families need time to just be family. Soon
school will be starting with the accompanying extracurricular activities such as dance,
Scouts, sports, music lessons, etc. It makes me tired just to think of it!

Yesterday I woke up and was instantly productive. I did things around the
house, got ready for work, did some work, cleaned - I was productive!...for
about 45 minutes...hahaha. And then I just wanted to be lazy for it was
already getting hot outside. Just lay around, watch an episode of "100" on
Netflix. But you know how that goes...one episode becomes 2, 3, 4, 5 and
next thing you know is, "where did the time go today?! Holy Moley!!"

Vacations are supposed to be a time for rest and relaxation, a retreat from the
everyday busyness of the world. They are time apart that we’ve earned by working
hard. But more and more often, our vacations become days jammed with
entertainments and engagements in activities rather than time to refresh and re-energize our bodies and souls.
How do you find rest, real rest of soul? What nourishes you to give you energy and delight for life?
“Keep the Sabbath” is the Bible’s answer. Sunday (our designated Sabbath day) is the first day of the week.
By beginning our week by focusing on God, the succeeding work (or school) days will flow easier. This doesn’t
mean that our Sundays should only be occupied with kneeling in hours of mediation on holy scripture or silent
study of the Bible. True Sabbath is about setting aside time to enjoy our Creator and Redeemer and to share this
experience with loved ones. Once we learn how to keep the Sabbath then we’ll be better able to bring a sense of
God’s presence and peace into our activities. Rather than “escaping” into vacations jammed with entertainment,
we will find rest in whatever we do as God’s Spirit calms our souls and energizes our spirits.
The Psalmist knows we yearn for a richer, deeper life in God: “Be at rest once more, O my soul, for the Lord has
been good to you” (Psalm 116:7). The famous theologian, Augustine, states “You have made us for yourself, O
Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.” Created in God’s image, we were made for relationship with both
God and other people. Only by finding our home in the almighty God will we find true rest.

The hot summer days are simply great. Especially for you guys. It is a
time to enjoy, be lazy, have a free schedule, eat snacks all day, and just
simply enjoy life. I would encourage you to do one thing...be productively lazy. I know that sounds weird but it
makes complete sense in my head (however, that is a dangerous zone). So what I mean by this is be lazy in a good
way. Don't just play video games all night and sleep all day. Or just binge watch Netflix. Do some of these things in
moderation but allow yourself to get outside. Go swimming. Get together with friends and play Frisbee. Play
backyard soccer. Ride a bike (just don't run into a tree like I recently did at work :) Have fun!
But one more thing I would encourage. Randomly just do something for someone else. Maybe its a neighbor.
Maybe a parent or friend or just a random person. Randomly act out what we are called to do - to bring good into
the world.
Make the most of this last month of summer. And be productively lazy...Hope to see you soon! Now, on to the next
episode!!
Peace,
JD

Did you know that if you
shout for 8 years, 7
months, and 6 days you
would produce enough
energy to warm a cup of
coffee 

Still have some vacation trips to take before summer is over? Try to build in some time for spiritual rest and
healing. Balance your vacation with entertainment, as well as time to connect with God through nature, silence,
music, conversation, or scripture. Your soul will thank you for it!


Register now for Vacation Bible School August 6-9!
Forms can be found in the office, vestibule or online. You can also call 704-455-2479 to register. Please
spread the word to your friends, family and neighbors to come to our awesome VBS!!



Christian Education Sunday August 27th

During the Sunday School hour on August 27th all Sunday School classes will join together for a brief program
bringing the church school year to a close. We will begin by breaking bread together over a lovely breakfast.
Then we will hear from each class or area about some of their most inspiring or memorable moments over the
past year, and we will celebrate promotions between children’s classes. New 3rd graders will receive a Bible.
The worship service that day will focus on the importance of Christian education for the church. This year we
will offer a special blessing for all students (preschool, grade school, college, and higher schooling or
certification) for the new school year.



Sunday School
Camp Good News continues through August, offering children a different learning opportunity about parables.
On September 3rd, due to the Labor Day weekend, there will be a special one-room Sunday School activity in
the Fellowship Hall for younger children. The new Church School year begins September 10th!
Children will go to their new classes on this day. Youth and Adult classes will meet as usual.

Questions? Want to help? Contact Sharon Vanpelt at 704-455-2479/dce@rockyriver.org

Youth Calendar
SUNDAY AUGUST 20 ● 6:00PM
FELLOWSHIP HALL

Bring your favorite homemade or store bought ice
cream and the youth will supply the toppings!

Everyone is Welcome to
Join Us to Celebrate the
End of Summer!!

Can’t wait to see what homemade flavors you create!

August 6—9
Help with VBS!!!
Saturday, August 12
Drive In Movie
Sunday, August 20
Ice Cream Social
Sunday, August 27
Youth 6:00pm
Welcome all rising Youth!!

