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A Message From the Pastor - Neal Carter 

In 1633, the pandemic known as the “Black Death” ravaged Europe.  Oberammergau,  

a picturesque German village in the mountainous south of Bavaria, decided to do  

something in response.   
 

Having already lost 80 of their own to the plague, the villagers of Oberammergau pledged 

to perform the Passion of Jesus Christ—his suffering, death, and resurrection—every 

tenth year, as a faithful response.  And faithful they have been.  For 41 seasons, the vil-

lage of Oberammergau has performed their Passion of Jesus Christ play.  This year, the 

42nd Oberammergau season—set to run May 16 to October 4, 2020, will be postponed, 

in an ironic twist, due to the current pandemic outbreak. 
 

The village of Oberammergau was expecting to host between 500,000 and 750,000  

people—many of them pilgrims—for the 2020 performances. The village leadership will  

postpone the premiere of the Passion Play until May 16, 2022. 
 

The area of Oberammergau is feeling the loss—economically and spiritually. 

About 2,000 of the village’s 5,400 residents either perform on stage or play a supporting  

role behind the scenes. The rest are part of a network of shops, restaurants, and hotels 

that accommodate the thousands of pilgrims and attendees that descend on the village 

every ten years. 
 

I cannot imagine the disappointment and loss this village must be feeling.  That is a long  

tradition to set aside for several years.  Forged from the aftermath of a pandemic to be  

postponed by a pandemic. Moreover, the event is focused on such an important aspect  

of our faith: Easter.  
 

The Resurrection of the Lord, Easter, is the central focus of the Christian calendar (really, it is the central of the  

Christian faith).  On this special occasion, the church joyfully proclaims the good news that is at the very heart of  

the gospel: Jesus Christ is risen from the grave. 
 

In essence, every Sunday is a little Easter Sunday.  In modern terms, Easter Sunday is the Lord’s Day—Woke.  Easter 

is Sunday on steroids.  
 

From a faith perspective, the faith we claim and the life we live depend on the affirmation, celebration and proclamation 

of Christ’s resurrection.  
 

Easter is not merely the miracle of a dead fellow walking out of the tomb alive; rather, it is a celebration of power that 

can shatter death in order that people can freely serve the God of life. From the deepest, darkest hopelessness comes 

hope.  In the resurrection of Christ, God offers a radical new world of peace and reconciliation, beyond all that we can 

dream. The Lord of the future has been disclosed to us in the present.  
 

The hope of Easter looks to the promised future.  Easter hope celebrates the presence of the crucified and risen Christ 

who dwells among us now, reconciling us as God’s people. Resurrection faith asserts that by grace we are born again 

(born anew, born above) into the new humanity of Jesus Christ. We are called to new life for God and for neighbors. 

As representatives of the new humanity we walk in newness of life. 
 

Well, with many questions around Easter this year, this might all feel a bit distant from us at this time in our journey.   

I have no idea where we are as far as Easter service.  We do know that we will continue the FaceBook Live streaming. 
 

Maybe, just maybe, we might need Easter hope now more than a “normal” year.  And for certain, no matter what 

comes in the days ahead—a pandemic may cancel a Passion play in Oberammergau, Germany; it may make services 

a bit of a challenge for us; it CANNOT stop Easter.     
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Samuel Medley wrote: 
 

I know that my Redeemer lives. 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

He lives, he lives, who once was dead. 

He lives, my ever-living Head. 
 

He lives! All glory to his name! 

He lives, my Savior, still the same. 

Oh, sweet the joy this sentence gives: 

"I know that my Redeemer lives!" 
 

The village of Oberammergau will find their way back to having their Passion play; we will find our way back to having  

services here together again.  Long before Passion plays in Oberammergau and long before Rocky River Presbyterian  

Church; long after Passion plays in Oberammergau and long after Rocky River Presbyterian Church—Oh, sweet the joy 

this sentence gives: I know that my Redeemer lives! 

Sacraments (from the PCUSA website)  3rd in a series of articles that explain what makes us unique. 

Sacraments - Baptism 

Denominations often differ over what they recognize as sacraments. Some recognize as many as seven sacraments,  

others have no sacraments in the life of the church. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has two sacraments, baptism and 

the Lord’s Supper. 
 

“The first Christians, following Jesus, took three primary elements of life—water, bread, and wine—as symbols of God’s  

self-offering to us and our offering of ourselves to God. We have come to call them Sacraments: signs of God’s gracious 

action and our grateful response. Through the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, God claims us as people of 

the covenant and nourishes us as members of Christ’s body; in turn, we pledge our loyalty to Christ and present our  

bodies as a living sacrifice of praise” (W-1.0204). 
 

Baptism. “Baptism is the sign and seal of our incorporation into Jesus Christ. In his own baptism, Jesus identified himself 

with sinners—yet God claimed him as a beloved Son and sent the Holy Spirit to anoint him for service. In his ministry,  

Jesus offered the gift of living water. Through the baptism of his suffering and death, Jesus set us free from the power of 

sin forever. After he rose from the dead, Jesus commissioned his followers to go and make disciples, baptizing them and 

teaching them to obey his commands. The disciples were empowered by the outpouring of the Spirit to continue Jesus’ 

mission and ministry, inviting others to join this new way of life in Christ. As Paul wrote, through the gift of Baptism we are 

‘dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus’ (Rom. 6:11)” (W-3.0402). 
 

“Baptism enacts and seals what the Word proclaims: God’s redeeming grace offered to all people. Baptism is at once 

God’s gift of grace, God’s means of grace, and God’s call to respond to that grace. Through Baptism, Jesus Christ calls  

us to repentance, faithfulness, and discipleship. Through Baptism, the Holy Spirit gives the Church its identity and  

commissions the Church for service in the world” (W-3.0402). 
 

“The water used for Baptism should be from a local source, and may be applied with the hand, by pouring, or through  

immersion” (W-3.0407). 
 

“God’s faithfulness to us is sure, even when human faithfulness to God is not. God’s grace is sufficient; therefore Baptism 

is not repeated. There are many times in worship, however, when we may remember the gift of our baptism and 

acknowledge the grace of God continually at work in us. These may include: profession of faith; when participating in  

another’s baptism; when joining or leaving a church; at an ordination, installation, or commissioning; and at each  

celebration of the Lord’s Supper” (W-3.0402). 
 

“As there is one body, there is one Baptism. The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) recognizes all baptisms by other Christian 

churches that are administered with water and performed in the name of the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit”  

(W-3.0402). 
 

Infant baptism 
 

The Bible declares that God claimed humanity as God’s own “before the foundation of the world” (Ephesians 1:4). 

“Both believers and their children are included in God’s covenant love. The baptism of believers witnesses to the truth that God’s 

gift of grace calls for our grateful response. The baptism of our young children witnesses to the truth that God claims people in 

love even before they are able to respond in faith. These two forms of witness are one and the same Sacrament” (W-3.0402). 

 

Calvin’s Corner 

 

 

Getting to Know Emma Wakeman 

Emma and her family have been members of RRPC since 2009!  She began assisting with 

worship service when she was in the fifth grade and has been a monthly lay reader in  

worship for the last 3 years.  She presents herself well to the congregation and has been a 

strong leader when guiding the congregation in the worship liturgy.   
 

When asked how her church family helped shape the person that she is today, Emma  

responded: “There are a lot of people in the church that I respect and admire which inspires 

me to be a better person- to stick to my morals and have a good attitude. I don't want to let 

any of them down. Everyone at RRPC is always welcoming to others and this model helps 

me to be kind to strangers or people I may not know as well. I have made friends in the 

youth group- people I wouldn't have had the chance to know otherwise. The adults in the 

church have always encouraged me to be involved and have allowed me to grow and show-

case any skills that they believe I have.” 
 

One of her favorite memories as a member of RRPC is:  “The service project I was able to 

do in 5th grade was the first time I got to be the worship leader. The Pastor let me gather 

water from the well for a baptism. I helped do the bread and juice for communion. I folded bulletins. This was the first 

time I was really involved in all the workings of the church.  The Washington DC mission trip was amazing, too!” 
 

Aside from being involved at church, Emma has excelled on the soccer field! She has used her time on the soccer 

field to cultivate her leadership skills as the varsity team captain for three years. Emma’s advanced soccer talent has 

provided her the opportunity to play on highly competitive travel teams, fostering new friendships with many team-

mates, players on opposing teams, parents of the players, coaches, and game officials.  Her character and talent 

have also offered her the ability to travel and play on the international level, going to foreign countries to compete. 

Her ability to travel to play has also broadened her perspectives and worldview.  Emma is also well-rounded student 

with a passion for learning.  She plans to attend UNCC in the fall, majoring in Political Science.   
 

Her words of advice for rising seniors and youth at RRPC “Never lose sight of the Lord no matter what happens in 

your life. Even when things are going wrong, the church family always help put things in perspective that your trust in 

the Lord will help see you through and that everything will work out.”  Wise words!!  Your church family wishes you 

well in your future endeavors Emma!  God Bless You!! 

We have some pretty amazing folks here at RRPC.  And while we all see each other on Sunday mornings, 

and share a meal on Wednesday evenings, sometimes we may not have a chance to really get to know 

the folks in our church family.  As part of a series called “Getting to Know…” we will begin to highlight  

individuals and/or families in our monthly newsletter.  Here is one of our outstanding Seniors….. 

Did You Know? 

• That you can also be kept informed about what is happening at RRPC by joining our Facebook Page.  If you have a          

Facebook account and want to be included in our  private group just let Cyndi in the office know!  We also have a public 

Facebook page that you can invite your friends to join!  They will be able to see all of our live videos and announcements 

that we share with the public! 

• That you can give online?  This is a great option for folks that travel and can’t be here every week!  You can set up a        

recurring payment or use it as needed.  Go to our website (www.rockyriver.org) and click on the “Giving” tab.  It’s easy to  

set up an account!   

• That our online directory is available on your smartphone OR your laptop?  We update it on a regular basis so you can 

have access to members current addresses and telephone numbers!  Go to Instant Church Directory and follow the       

instructions to log in!  Make sure Cyndi has your current email address on file as that is what you will need to create a      

log-in.   

• That  Neal’s sermons are also available on Podcast?  Just download the Podcast App on your phone or computer and 

search for Rocky River Presbyterian Church.  Or you can click on the link found on our website rockyriver.org! 

 



 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of April 

Wednesday, April 1   Exodus 7:8-24 and Mark 10:1-16 

Thursday, April 2    Exodus 7:25-8:9 and Mark 10:17-31 

Friday, April 3     Exodus 9:13-35 and Mark 10:32-45 

Saturday, April 4            Exodus 10:21-11:8 and Mark 10:46-52 

Sunday, April 5    Zechariah 9:9-12 and Luke 19:41-48 

Monday, April 6    Lamentations 1:1-2, 6-12 and Mark 11:12-25 

Tuesday, April 7     Lamentations 1:17-22 and Mark 11:27-33 

Wednesday, April 8   Lamentations 2:1-9 and Mark 12:1-11 

Thursday, April 9    Lamentations 2:10-18 and Mark 14:12-25 

Friday, April 10     Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-33 and John 13:36-38 

Saturday, April 11   Lamentations 3:37-58 and Romans 8:1-11 

Sunday, April 12     Exodus 12:1-14 and Luke 24:13-35 

Monday, April 13    Exodus 12:14-27 and Mark 16:1-8 

Tuesday, April 14    Exodus 12:28-39 and Mark 16:9-20 

Wednesday, April 15   Exodus 12:40-51 and Matthew 28:1-16  

Thursday, April 16   Exodus 13:3-10 and Matthew 28:16-20 

Friday, April 17    Exodus 13:1-2, 11-16 and Luke24:1-2 

Saturday, April 18   Exodus 13:17-14:4 and Mark 12:18-27 

Sunday, April 19     Exodus 14:5-22 and John 14:1-7 

Monday, April 20     Exodus 14:21-31 and John 14:(1-7) 8-17 

Tuesday, April 21    Exodus 15:1-21 and John 14:18-31 

Wednesday, April 22   Exodus 15:22-16:10 and John 15:1-11  

Thursday, April 23   Exodus 16:10-22 and John 15:12-27  

Friday, April 24    Exodus 16:23-36 and John 16:1-15   

Saturday, April 25   Exodus 17:1-16 and John 16:16-33 

Sunday, April 26    Exodus 18:1-12 and Mark 16:9-20 

Monday, April 27     Exodus 18:13-27 and Matthew (1:1-7) 3:1-6 

Tuesday, April 28    Exodus 19:1-16 and Matthew 3:7-12 

Wednesday, April 29    Exodus 19:16-25 and Matthew 3:13-17 

Thursday, April 30   Exodus 20:1-21 and Matthew 4:1-11 

Staying Connected and COVID-19 

Wow!  Things have really changed for 

us this past month!  Your church staff 

has been working diligently to stay  

connected with all of you!   

We are all missing our times of worship 

and fellowship—and these are the 

ways we are staying connected: 
 

1. Daily Emails  

2. Facebook Posts and Live Stream 

Devotionals and Worship Service 

3. Website Updates 

4. YouTube channel - posting all of 

our videos so anyone can see 

them! 

5. Zoom Video Conferences for  

  ministry meetings and Youth Group 

6. Online giving 
 

To say that we have taken these  

challenges and turned them into  

opportunities is an understatement!   
 

God is using us to do so much more 

than just “flatten the curve”  He is  

reminding us to trust in Him, rest in 

Him, and that He is in control.   
 

Stay in touch with each other (at a safe 

distance).  A phone call can go a long 

way to brighten the spirits of someone 

feeling isolated.  
 

We hope you will continue to give; of 

your time, your talents, and tithes.  
 

Your church staff remains committed to 

serving you, and are looking forward to 

the day we can worship again in  

person!   

2020 BUDGET:  $425,963  ACTUAL YTD:  $86,155 

NEEDED PER MONTH:  $35,496  NEEDED PER WEEK:  $8,192 

WEEK GIVING 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

3/1/2020 $9,614 +$1,422 -$25,882 

3/8/2020 $8,978 +$786 -$16,904 

3/15/2020 $4,602 -$3,590 -$12,302 

3/22/2020 $9,015 +$823 -$3,287 

3/29/2020 $5,914 -$2,278 +$2,627 

Education Building - The balance of the loan as of 3/15/2020 is $ 190,892 

We appreciate your faithful giving to our general fund and building fund during this difficult time.                        

 
 

 

Though a person may be baptized at any age, infant baptism is a common practice in the Presbyterian Church. Parents 

bring their child to church, where they publicly declare their desire for that child to be baptized. When an infant or child is 

baptized the church commits itself to nurture the child in faith. When adults are baptized they make a public profession of 

faith. 
 

“The Sacrament of Baptism holds a deep reservoir of theological meaning, including: dying and rising with Jesus Christ; 

pardon, cleansing, and renewal; the gift of the Holy Spirit; incorporation into the body of Christ; and a sign of the realm of 

God. The Reformed tradition understands Baptism to be a sign of God’s covenant. The water of Baptism is linked with the 

waters of creation, the flood, and the exodus. Baptism thus connects us with God’s creative purpose, cleansing power,  

and redemptive promise from generation to generation. Like circumcision, a sign of God’s gracious covenant with Israel, 

Baptism is a sign of God’s gracious covenant with the Church. In this new covenant of grace God washes us clean and 

makes us holy and whole. Baptism also represents God’s call to justice and righteousness, rolling down like a mighty 

stream, and the river of the water of life that flows from God’s throne” (W-3.0402).  

Recurring Events and Special Projects 

Unfortunately, due to the restrictions put in place because of the Corona Virus, everything at the church is on hold 

until further notice.  Exceptions to this are:   

1. Office staff will be here.  Communication and service to you are our priorities, and we will continue to do our best 

to bring you the word of God and encouragement during this time. 

2. The Food Pantry will continue to serve the community as this is an essential need. 

3. The Youth group will meet via videoconferencing. 

4. All committees are encouraged to continue meeting via Zoom (or other video conference service) 

If and when the ban is lifted—and we can resume activities, 

we will send out an updated newsletter and schedule of events. 

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Reggie Hunnicutt; Nikki Brown, friend of Jerry Clark; Harold Melvin; Sandra Mayo, 

friend of Dee Davis; Scott and Susan Jones; Will Harris, nephew of Cyndi Conway; Jimmy Blackwelder, brother of 

Brenda Horton; Chris Linker, cousin of Ashelyn Earley;  Jonathan Ewart, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Gigi  

Hunnicutt; Charlotte Wells, mother of Gigi Hunnicutt; Gladys Dulin, mother of Joey Dulin; Beth Garrett, friend of 

Kathy Dulin; Steve Perrine, uncle of Traci Bird; The family of Jason Roberts, nephew of Mimi Reynolds; Anne Carroll 

Ezzelle, college roommate of Martha Ann McConnell; Audrey Reynolds; Owen Hey, nephew of Glenn Jones; The 

Scott Family; Michelle Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry Clark; Eric Larsen; JoAnn Lampe, friend of Cindy Spickard; 

Buddy Holden, friend of Jim Stafford; Evelyn Freeman; Curtis Rose, cousin of Shirley Rockel; Lucy Butler; friend of 

Dianne Savelle; Devin Rockel during his deployment; Kendall, child age friend of Pam Sciascia; Marcella Burton,  

co-worker of Deb Carter’s; Dale Powers; Megan Mayes, daughter of Mark & Nancy McSwain; Ron Violette; Rodney 

Garrett, scout parent; Linda Collins, friend of Traci Bird; Frank Bishop, uncle of Patrick Spickard; Susan Monteith, 

sister of Megan Bechtol; Evelyn Elliott, friend of Julia Alexander; Whitaker Raymer and his family, relatives of King 

and Pam McCachren; Avery Phillips, friend of Alice Williams; Don and Pat Bechtol, parents of Chris Bechtol; Phyllis 

Griffin; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark;  Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura Milliken; Pat McDonald;  

Marie Hildreth; Wes Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray and Priscilla 

Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  Jim Busse, friend of Stephanie 

Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan Milliken; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Teresa Williams.  



 

 

Children’s News 

from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 
 

God’s Big Story 
Have you seen this summary poem?  It’s called “The Bible in 50 Words.”  It summarizes the  

major parts of the Bible and it is designed to help us to remember how God has worked through 

history.  God’s Story is long, and it continues to unfold just as it has from the beginning.   
 

God creates 

Adam Ate 

Noah Floats 

Abraham’s Oath 

Jacob Schemes 

Joseph Dreams 

Bush Lit 

Sea Split 

Law Spoken 

Tablets Broken 

Judges Appointed 

Kings Anointed 

God Forgotten 

Rulers Rotten 

Kingdom Broke 

Prophets Hope 

Mary Favored 

Baby Savior 

Crucified 

Jesus Died 

Third Morn 

World Reborn 

Spirit Glows 

Love Grows 

Earth Awaits 

God Creates 
 

I look at this list and I think, “This is our story, too!”  Right now I imagine that we are somewhere between Love Grows and Earth 

Awaits—not a bad place to be. 
 

This week in the office and among my Christian Educator colleagues, we have been thinking and talking and planning about 

what to do with this ‘left turn’ in our story.  We have been quick to agree that God is faithful, not just here at RRPC, but through-

out the world.  But we are struggling to hear what God is calling us to do and be now.   
 

We are being forced to try new ways of communicating the faith, not just by worship but also by faith formation and mission and 

ministry.  Some things may work well, and some things may be ‘one and done.’  Just as our concept of the world is forever 

changed, so is our concept of ministry and community.  Changed but not completed, God’s story continues.  We will continue to 

be guided by the Holy Spirit to do and be the church.  Remember that there is no place we can go that God has not already 

been.  Even now, God is here with us and we are never alone.   

Children 

Vacation Bible School July 26-30:  Who Is My Neighbor? 

Your children are invited to Vacation Bible School! Through a fun-filled time of learning and experiences, 

children will discover that neighbors are more than the people who live next door. This interactive VBS 

series will lead children deeply into five Bible stories focused on God’s care and compassion for  

neighbors close at hand and around the world. Who Is My Neighbor? will take children on a journey as 

they discover more about God’s great love and what it means to be a neighbor living out our faith. Join  

us as we discover neighbors near and far! 

Sharon Vanpelt will lead a team of volunteers in providing the week-long program.  Soon we will begin asking for volunteers and 

donations of supplies.  Registration will open around the end of April.  Mark your calendars now and save the dates for this  

special time!  

 

 

Youth 
Youth News 
from JD McNutt, Youth Director 
 

Connecting While Disconnecting 

So tonight we had our first virtual youth meeting. I was so happy to see you all show up and definitely 

had a lot of laughs! We talked about crazy things you all had seen at the grocery stores, life at home, 

what you miss, what you like, etc... And the most unique delivery of Chinese food I have ever heard of in 

my life. And we even had a little guitar playing of “Blackbird”. Awesome. 
 

And you all were able to talk about some things. And as you talked it made me realize that society is having to ask you to do 

something that goes against the very grain of our human nature. Society is asking you to disconnect. To separate from other 

people. And one of you said it well when you talked about being an introvert and this disconnection had even been hard for you. 
 

We are made to connect. Some more than others, but all of us need people in our lives. And as the church it is in our very fabric 

of faith to connect. This is why communion is my favorite part of worship. It always has been and always will be. To share bread 

and eat together is the most beautiful thing in my own opinion. 
 

Over the coming weeks I hope you will continue to join up for our youth meetings on Zoom. And I hope you will look for ways to 

connect with each other. Text each other, video chat, pray for each other, get to know someone in the group that you haven’t 

been able to before. And take this time to also connect with your own person and faith. Be connected even while we are  

disconnected. 
 

Do you remember the story of Jesus walking on the water and Peter goes out and starts to sink? Maybe the world may feel a 

little bit like Peter at times. We are disconnected, fighting a virus, and the normalcy of life has sunk beneath us. Have you ever 

rescued someone who was drowning? They fight you the whole way. They make it more difficult. But in the story Peter did not 

fight at all. He connected with Jesus who grabbed his hand. There was a total trust in that connection. I want to be that Peter. I 

want to trust God like he did that day. Through this time and whatever else life may throw at us. 
 

During this time of disconnect...May it be a time of connect. Connect with each other, yourself, family, and above all...grow that 

trust and connection with God. 
 

If you need anything, call me. 

 

Peace, 

JD 

 

We will meet through Zoom on Wednesday nights at 7 pm and Sundays at 5 pm. 

April Birthdays 

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Beau Talton 4/1 Shirley Rockel 4/15 

Kaysea Campbell 4/2 Linda Rankin 4/18 

Laura Milliken 4/3 James Ide 4/19 

Martha Ann McConnell 4/3 Garion Schneider 4/22 

Jaden Glover 4/6 Bruce McConnell 4/25 

Janet Little 4/7 Shawnee Wakeman 4/25 

Nancy Tipton 4/7 Glenn Jones 4/26 

Trinity Ide 4/8 Jerry Murray 4/26 

Phyllis Miller 4/11 Lily Carriker 4/26 

Garrett Wells 4/13 Chris Williams 4/27 

Pamela Sciascia 4/15 Sarah Sciascia 4/30 


