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A Message From the Pastor - Neal Carter 

Easter Comes Again 
 

It is Spring.  It is Easter - again.  
 

Once again, the Sabbath starts on sundown Friday evening.   Jesus is 

crucified on Good Friday, His friends carried His body and laid it in a 

tomb cut from the rock.  
 

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 

James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint 

him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had  

risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, 

“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 
4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, 

had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a 

young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they 

were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are  

looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; 

he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his 

disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 

will see him, just as he told you.”  Mark 16:1-7 
 

Imagine the conversation of these women! How will they move the rock 

to properly prepare the body? Archaeological studies confirm that such 

stones were used to cover tombs and they could weigh hundreds to 

thousands of pounds.   

Often levers are used to roll them.  
 

As often the case, their worry was needless. When the women arrive at 

the tomb, the job is done. The stone is rolled away.  Perhaps they are 

relieved and rush in to the opening of the tomb to start preparing the 

body with the spices and perfumes, which is the custom of the day.  
 

Naturally, they are puzzled and surprised to find the tomb empty. The 

body was there.  Dead folks typically stay dead—but Easter is not  

typical.  Their puzzlement is soon answered.  A young man, dressed in 

a white robe delivers the great news: “Do not be alarmed; you are  

looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; 

he is not here.”  
 

He is not here.  
 

We all come to places in our journey where we wonder (worry even): 

how are we going to move the unmovable stones in our lives? The 

hope of Easter is that Jesus lives and wants to assure us that He is with 

us always. This is the hope he left with us.  The stone has been rolled 

away.   
 

It is Easter again.  And the stone will be rolled away once more.  For all 

the situations that seem too difficult and too cumbersome to face—

remember, it is Easter again, and again, and again. He has been 

raised; he is not here.  The stone has been rolled away.  That was the 

good news then - that is the good news now. 

Calvin’s Corner  
(what do we believe as Presbyterians) 
 

The Great Ends of the Church 
1.   The proclamation of the gospel for 

the salvation of humankind 
2.   The shelter, nurture and spiritual 

fellowship of the children of God 
3.   The maintenance of divine       

worship 
4.   The preservation of the truth 
5.   The promotion of social righteous-

ness 
6.   The exhibition of the kingdom of 

heaven to the world 
— Book of Order (2017–19), F-1.0304 
 
 
 

There are six guiding principles of 
Presbyterian mission. Ministry  
candidates talk about them.  
Moderators share them with session 
members during meetings. Pastors do 
sermon series on them. We call them 
the Great Ends of the Church —  
statements designed to guide the  
vision and mission of the Presbyterian 
Church (both nationally and locally).  

 

The proclamation of the gospel for 
the salvation of humankind 
“Don’t go to church. Be the church!”  
We proclaim the gospel in corporate 
worship.  We also proclaim the gospel 
with our lives when we are in the 
world.   
The shelter, nurture and spiritual 
fellowship of the children of God 
When we fellowship together on 
Wednesday evenings (and other times 
as well).   
The maintenance of divine worship 
When we gather together for corporate 
worship (including the podcast). 
The preservation of the truth 
When we gather for Church school, 
Godly Play, Vacation Bible School, 
Theology on Tap, Bible studies.   
The promotion of social righteous-
ness 
When we take mission trips.   
When we open our building to help 
feed those in need in our community.   
The exhibition of the kingdom of 
heaven to the world 
When the youth go to Carillon to share 
compassion with the residents.   
Any time we give of ourselves to share 
the good news in the world as a  
congregation or as individuals. 
There are many other ways to live 
these out.  May we be faithful. 



 

 

Presbyterian Women Morning & Evening Circles 

All women are invited the first Tuesday of each month for study and fellowship. 

Tuesday, April 2 

Morning Circle: 10:00a.m., Church Parlor 

Evening Circle: 7:00 p.m., the home of Susan Jones 

All of the women of the church are invited and encouraged to be a part of the Presbyterian Women Circle and Bible 

Studies.  We strive to minister to the congregation as a whole and to the women in particular through Bible study, 

prayer and fellowship.  We would love to welcome some new faces to our groups!  We meet the first Tuesday of 

each month.  

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Rocky River Readers - Meets April 15th 

Men’s Breakfast - Cancelled in April  
The Men’s Breakfast will not take place in April as we are having an all church breakfast on April 21 (Easter Sunday).  

You will still have an opportunity for good food and fellowship, shared with the entire congregation!  Please plan on 

joining us during the Sunday School hour in lieu of your regular Men’s Breakfast.   

Questions?  Please contact Jerry Clark at 704-596-0062/gclark6@bellsouth.net 

 
 

Due to Easter Monday being on our regular meeting day, Rocky River Readers will meet for April ONLY on the 3rd 

Monday night.  Join us on Monday, April 15th at 7:00 pm in the parlor. 
 

Our book for discussion in April is Note to Self: Inspiring Words by Inspiring People with an Introduction by Gayle 

King.  You may be familiar with the basis for this book if  you watch CBS' This Morning Show.  Periodically they have 

someone famous or someone who has done something notable write a letter to their younger self.  It may take the 

shape of telling the younger self the obstacles they will face and how to persevere. It may focus on a specific part 

of the "older self's" life the "younger self" will see as a turning point.  Each of the 26 notes are short and inspiring. 

Even if you do not attend the book club, please read this book.  Note to Self is a reflection on the joys and challenges 

of growing up. 
Questions?  Please contact Marie Morrison at  704-455-2487/ morrison1960@windstream.net 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP MEALS 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

COST: $5/meal, $15/family maximum 
 

ALL ARE INVITED! 

Menu For April 

April  3-  Sub Sandwiches and Chips  
Free Community Meal 

 

April 10 - Parm Chicken Pasta – salad, bread 
 

April 17 - Baked Potato Bar  
 

April 24 - Baked Ziti – salad, bread 
 

To RSVP, indicate how many will be coming when you 

sign the attendance book or call the office. 

       

FAMILY GAME NIGHT!! 
Friday April 12 and 26 

               7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Bring your favorite game and a snack to share! 

Let’s invite friends and neighbors to join us! 

Bridge Lessons will be given this month 
 

Questions?  Please contact Priscilla Giuliano  

at  704-706-3203/tttandsp@gmail.com 

Recurring Events and Special Projects 

 

Theology on Tap with Neal will be held Monday, April  8 at 7:00pm.  We will meet at  

The Percent Tap House in Harrisburg.  Come and enjoy a lively discussion centered around 

life and theology.  All are welcome!!   

Theology on Tap 

 

 

Scripture Readings for the month of April 

Monday, April 1  Jer. 16:(1-9) 10-21 and John 6:1-15 

Tuesday, April 2  Jer. 17:19-27 and John 6:16-27 

Wednesday, April 3   Jer. 18:1-11 and John 6:27-14 

Thursday, April 4             Jer. 22:13-23 and John 6:41-51 

Friday, April 5   Jer. 23:1-8 and John 6: 52-59 

Saturday, April 6  Jer. 23:9-15 and John 6:60-71 

Sunday, April 7   Jer. 23:16-32 and Mark 8:31-9:1 

Monday, April 8  Jer. 24:1-10 and John 9:1-17 

Tuesday, April 9  Jer. 25:8-17 and John 9:18-41 

Wednesday, April 10  Jer. 25:30-38 and John 10:1-18 

Thursday, April 11  Jer. 26:1-16 (17-24) and John 10:19-42 

Friday, April 12  Jer. 29:1 (2-3) 4-14 and John 11:1-27 

Saturday, April 13  Jer. 31:27-34 and John 11:28-44 

Sunday, April 14  Zech. 9:9-12 and Matt. 21:12-17 

Monday, April 15  Jer.11:18-20;12:1-16 (17) and John 12:9-19 

Tuesday, April 16  Jer. 15:10-21 and John 12:20-26 

Wednesday, April 17  Jer. 17:5-10,14-17(18) and John 12:27-36 

Thursday, April 18  Jer. 20:7-11 (12-13) 14-18 and 

    John 17:1-11 (12-26) 

Friday, April 19  Gen 22:1-14 and John 13:36-38 

Saturday, April 20  Job 19:21-27a and Rom. 8:1-11 

Sunday, April 21   Exod.12:1-14 and Luke 24:13-35 

Monday, April 22  Jonah 2:1-10 and John 14:1-14 

Tuesday, April 23  Isa. 30:18-26 and John 14:15-31  

Wednesday, April 24  Micah 7:7-15 and John 15:1-11 

Thursday, April 25  Ezek. 37:1-14 and John 15:12-27 

Friday, April 26  Dan. 12:1-4, 13 and John 16:1-15 

Saturday, April 27  Isa. 25:1-9 and John 16: 16-33 

Sunday, April 28  Isa. 43:8-13 and John 14:1-7 

Monday, April 29  Dan. 1:1-21 and John 17:1-11  

Tuesday, April 30  Dan. 2:1-16 and John 17:12-19 

Podcasts 

 

We record our Worship service weekly. 

We have 100 weekly listeners from 

many parts of the state and country.  

The podcast is an outreach ministry. If 

you missed church, you can listen in 

the week you missed. Some people 

prefer to visit us online before visiting a 

live worship. It is also a convenient way 

to share our church message with a 

friend or take worship to a person the 

cannot attend.  
 

 

Apple. Go to the iTunes App Store and 

download the Podcast App. Many times 

the Podcast app is already installed on 

iPhones. Once you install the app 

search for Rocky River Presbyterian 

Church. You will see our weekly list of 

Worship podcasts listed. You can click 

a podcast and it will download and play 

this single podcast. Or you can hit the 

subscribe button and the podcast will 

automatically down load when the new 

weekly podcast is ready.  
 

Android. Go to Google Play store and 

download the podcast app. Once you 

install the app search for Rocky River  

Presbyterian Church. You will see our 

weekly list of Worship podcasts listed. 

You can click a podcast and it will 

download and play this single podcast. 

Or you can hit the subscribe button and 

the podcast will automatically down 

load when the new weekly podcast is 

ready.  

2019 PROPOSED BUDGET:  $408,653  ACTUAL YTD:  

NEEDED PER MONTH:  $34,054  NEEDED PER WEEK:  $7,858 

WEEK GIVING 
DIFFERENCE 

FOR WEEK +/- 

DIFFERENCE 

FOR MONTH +/- 

3/3/19 $7,207 -$651 -$26,847 

3/10/19 $3,862 -$3,996 -$22,985 

3/17/19 $7,212 -$646 -$15,773 

3/24/19 $12,299 +4,441 -$3,474 

3/31/19 Will be added to April   

Education Building - The balance of the loan as of 3/15/2019 is $ 320,936                        
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Church Life 
April Birthdays 

Service Volunteers  

Chiming the Hour 

April 7         Isabella Rockel 

April 14      Anna Talton 

April 21      James Ide 

April 28      Colton Heavey 

 

A Time for Children 

April 7           Vance Horton 

April 14         Jerry Clark 

April 21         Neal Carter 

April 28         Sharon VanPelt 

 

Bread Ministry 

April 7           Laura Carriker 

April 14         Priscilla Giuliano 

April 21         Ann Glosson 

April 28         Jean Hager 

 

Worship Assistants 

April 7        Kathy Linker 

April 14      Candace Shepard 

April 21      Emma Wakeman 

April 28      Gigi Hunnicutt 

 

Infant & Toddler Nursery 

April 7            Alice Williams and Linda Clark 

April 14          Kathy Dulin and Pam McCachren 

April 21          Dave and Phyllis Miller 

April 28          David Mowery and Many Ide 

 

Ushers 

Week 1: Butch & Ruth Ann McDonald, Danny Tankersley, Mike/Betsy Biggers 

Week 2:  Jim Pharr, Patrick Spickard, Dave Mowery, Bob Windell, Ted Dickason 

Week 3:  Steve/Priscilla Giuliano, Steve Jewett, Dianne/Tim Savelle, Jim Stafford 

Week 4:  Dori/Scott Swaringen, Jeff Thomas, Bob Carter, Devin Shepard & Charlie 

Week 5:  Phil/Chase Tipton, Brad/Brandon Earley, Ed Watson 

This list was generated from our Church Windows database.  If I have missed someone I apologize sincerely!  

 Please let me know if anyone is missing from this list and send the correct information to  

churchadmin@rockyriver.org so I can update our records.   

If anyone in the congregation falls ill, is injured, in the hospital or in need of pastoral care—WE WANT TO KNOW!  

Please call Pastor Neal directly on his cell phone (really—call his cell phone—he wants you to!) 

or call Cyndi Conway in the office so Neal can arrange to visit and offer assistance. 
 

Pastor Neal: 910.280.9688/nealcarter64@gmail.com       Church Office: 704.455.2479   

Name Birthday Name Birthday 

Alex Whitten 4/1 Shirley Rockel 4/15 

Beau Talton 4/1 Linda Rankin 4/18 

Kaysea Campbell 4/2 James Ide 4/19 

Laura Milliken 4/3 Harriette Jakiela 4/20 

Martha Ann McConnell 4/3 Garion Schneider 4/22 

Jaden Glover 4/6 Bruce McConnell 4/25 

Janet Little 4/7 Shawnee Wakeman 4/25 

Nancy Tipton 4/7 Glenn Jones 4/26 

Trinity Ide 4/8 Jerry Murray 4/26 

Phyllis Miller 4/11 Lily Carriker 4/26 

Garrett Wells 4/13 Meredith Harazim 4/26 

Cody James Simmons 4/14 Chris Williams 4/27 

Pamela Sciascia 4/15 Sarah Sciascia 4/30 

 

 

New Photographs for the  

Online Directory 

Our online church directory needs to be 

updated.  Ruth Ann McDonald is taking 

pictures of members/families before and after 

Worship in the Fellowship Hall.  Steve Mitchem is 

taking pictures at Wednesday Night Fellowship. 

Please get an updated picture taken.  Or, if you 

have a recent picture to submit yourself, send it 

to Cyndi Conway at churchadmin@rockyriver.org 

Help us get this project completed. 

Yo Yo Quilt Project  

The YoYo quilt is coming right along!  The group will meet 

again on Friday, April 19th at 10 am in the Session Room.  

We will be adding another row to the quilt and would love to 

have you join us and have some stitching fun.     
 

Questions:  Contact Julie Alexander at 704-455-9753 

Silver Sneakers - is now being offered 

on Monday and Tuesday mornings.   

The Classic Class is offered on Monday 

mornings at 10:00am or 11:00am.  This 

class focuses on strengthening muscles 

and increasing range of movement for  

daily life activities.  

Participants can use hand-held weights, elastic tubing with 

handles and a SilverSneakers ball. Often a chair is used for 

seated exercises or standing support.   

The Yoga Class is offered on Tuesday mornings at 10:00am.  

This class is designed for all ages and skill levels.  Chairs are 

available if needed for support!   

The cost for each class is $3 unless you are offered Silver 

Sneakers through your insurance.  There is no charge if you 

have the insurance.   
Questions:  Contact Crystal Passmore at 704-960-8265 

Spring Into Faith-filled Yoga 

Come Spring clean your body, heart, 

mind and soul. Weekly, every  

MONDAY at 6:30pm for 1 hour of  

yoga, worship, fellowship, rest and the 

most authentic community ever! Grab a mat and 

a friend. These classes are accessible for  

beginners and advanced practitioners alike. 

There’s something for EVERYONE, ALL are  

welcome and belong here!  

There is no set fee - a donation will be accepted 

at the door.   
 

Questions?  Contact Leslie Bost Wagner at  704-298-2662 

or leslie.bost@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY APRIL 12 

5:00pm to 7:00pm 
No Charge 

Donations to the Building Fund will be accepted 
 

Join us for our Inaugural Fish Fry!  We are hoping to  

make this a recurring event at RRPC!  We will serve  

fried haddock, French fries, coleslaw and banana  

pudding.  This is a great opportunity for fellowship, and 

then you can stay for Game Night!!  All are welcome! 
 

We are asking for volunteers to make  

the banana pudding!   
Please let Cyndi know if you can bring some!     

Saturday   

April 6   

9:00am to 2:00pm  

 

 
Paperbacks 

2 for $1 
Lots of  

Cookbooks 

Hardcover 

$1 each 

Children’s 

Books 4 for $1 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjQ2qKGhaPhAhVMR6wKHWizB3sQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Ffish-fry-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw06k4xuafxfh0s5k1yCPGPR&ust=1553800622074072


 

 

Buildings and Grounds News 

Congregational Care 

Healing Touch Clinic 
Healing Touch activity is picking up at Rocky  

River, and I have more students inquiring about 

our Clinic on the 2nd Sunday of the month.   

The next clinic is scheduled on April 14th and there will be a sign up sheet 

available in the vestibule.  The Wednesday afternoon sessions have also 

been busy this month, and appointments should be made in advance.    

Donations to the building fund will be accepted.   
 

The clinic is held the second Sunday of each month until June and will  

be offered the 3rd Sunday of the month during the summer months.    

Next clinic is Sunday, April 14 from 2:30 to 5:00pm 

Questions?  Please contact Julia Alexander, 704-455-9753/2jralex@ctc.net 

• The new gas fired furnace has been installed and is working nicely.   The sprinkler head that was damaged has 

been repaired and the ceiling has been repainted.  The old tank will be removed this Spring.  

• The doors on the refrigerators in the kitchen have been repaired and now close properly.   

• Glassware from the kitchen in the youth area has been packed up and is ready to sell at the annual yard sale. 

• Ross Linker has been contacted to lay brick over the windows in the youth kitchen area.  He will use brick that 

had been removed from the education building during construction of the new building. 

• We addressed concerns of people driving on the grassy area in the back of the building, and possibly damaging 

the grease pit in that area.  The church office will remind everyone to not drive on the grassy area outside the 

doors of the food pantry.  

• We are getting estimates to install electrical outlets at the front sides of the Sanctuary. 

•  A tree behind the old session house is more than half dead, and could cause serious damage if it falls over.  We 

are getting estimates to have it removed.  

• A workday is planned for Saturday, May 4 to prepare for May Meeting.  Billy Carriker will replace the mulch in the 

playground and new lines will be painted in the parking lot.  

The Building and Grounds committee meets the first Monday of each month at 6:00pm.  Our next meeting is  

March 4th.  We can always use help!!  

Interested?  Contact any member of the committee: 

Billy Carriker, 980.521.5457/billy@reedycreeklandl.com 

Jim Pharr, 980-329-6225/jlpharr@aol.com 

King McCachren, 980-213-0180/rockyriverpkpl@msn.com 

 

GRIEF SHARE 
Thursdays - 6:30 to 8:00 

Feb 21 thru May 23 
 

Our Spring GriefShare series  

began with 18 people in attendance.  

We have about a dozen people join 

us each week.   We appreciate your 

prayers and support, because it's a 

tough time for those grieving.  We 

continue to meet on Thursday  

evenings at 6:30 and welcome  

others to come. 
Thank you from the facilitators: Julia 

Alexander, Pam Sciascia, Mimi 

Reynolds and Alice Williams. 

• That our website is a great source of information, including a link to the church calendar, copies of each weeks bulletins and 

Neal’s sermons.  Visit www.rockyriver.org and give us your feedback! 

• That you can also be kept informed about what is happening at RRPC by joining our Facebook Page.  If you have a          

Facebook account and want to be included in our group just let Cyndi in the office know! 

• That you can give online?  This is a great option for folks that travel and can’t be here every week!  You can set up a        

recurring payment or use it as needed.  Go to our website (www.rockyriver.org) and click on the “Giving” tab.  It’s easy to  

set up an account!  We also have instructions on how to do it in each pew, as well as a card that you can drop in the         

offering plate each week to indicate that you gave online! 

• That our online directory is available on your smartphone OR your laptop?  We update it on a regular basis so you can have 

access to members current addresses and telephone numbers!  Go to Instant Church Directory and follow the instructions 

to log in!  Make sure Cyndi has your current email address on file as that is what you will need to create a log-in.   

• That we are always looking for new members to join our choir, handbells and children’s chimes? See Stephanie Campbell if 

you are interested in our music program!! 

 

Did You Know? 

 

 

We have some pretty amazing folks here at RRPC.  And while we all see each other on Sunday mornings, 

and share a meal on Wednesday evenings, sometimes we may not have a chance to really get to know 

the folks in our church family.  As part of a series called “Getting to Know…” we will begin to highlight  

individuals and/or families in our monthly newsletter.   

Getting to Know Caleb Watson 

Caleb has been a member of Rocky River since the Watson family returned to the area in 2003. 

His parents, Edward and Theresa, were married in the church in 1993. He grew up in the 

Scouting program here, first in Pack 83 where he earned Cub Scouting’s highest award, the 

Arrow of Light.  He then moved to Troop 83 were he earned Eagle Scout. Troop members 

elected Caleb into the Order of the Arrow where he has served as Cabarrus Chapter Chief  

before being elected as Lodge Secretary for two years and then as Lodge Chief for two terms. 

As a Venture Scout, Caleb earned the Summit Award, which is equivalent to Eagle Scout.  
 

You may have seen Caleb with the church youth group, where he worked with the elderly at Carillon Assisted Living, 

volunteered at the Salvation Army Shelter kitchen, went on mission trips and helped with various projects at the 

church.  And did you know he plays classical music on the piano? 
 

Caleb is a senior in Central Cabarrus’ STEM program and a member of the National Honor Society and Beta Club. 

He lettered in Cross Country and runs track. He plans to attend The Citadel to study Mechanical Engineering and 

seek a career as an Army officer following college.   

Caleb - your church family is proud of your accomplishments and wish you all the best in your future endeavors!   

Graduate Sunday 
Can you believe it’s time to prepare for graduation?  We will recognize our high school and college graduates on 

Sunday, June 9th.  Please send us the names of any high school or college graduates in the congregation so we 

can prepare for this service.   

Food Pantry - The food pantry has been open for over a month now, and everything is going really well.  They 

continue to serve 15 to 18 families per week and love the space that we have provided for them.   

Specific needs are: Canned Greens/collards, Peaches, mixed fruit (NO mandarin oranges), Beef Stew, Large cans 

of tuna, Large cans of soup 15-19 oz (NO tomato or chicken Noodle), Cereal (NO Cheerios or Frosted Mini 

Wheats), Grits, Dish soap.  Donations can be brought to the church anytime and placed in the wooden bins in the 

vestibule or lobby of the new building.  

A Ribbon Cutting ceremony is scheduled for Saturday, April 20 at 10:00am.   All are welcome to attend.  

Other News 

May Meeting - Sunday May 5  

Mark your calendars and plan to spend the day with us on May 5th for our May Meeting.  For those of you who are 

new to RRPC - you may be asking “May Meeting?  What is that?”  It’s not a meeting at all!  It’s a day of worship, 

food and fellowship!  A day where members past and present come together to celebrate our history and plan for 

our future.  Join us for Sunday School at 10:00, worship at 11:00 and a picnic in the Grove after worship.  Everyone 

brings a dish to share, a jug of tea or lemonade, and blankets and chairs.  It’s a time to gather and get to know each 

other and celebrate RRPC!  Mark you calendars!!   



 

 

Youth 
Youth News 
from JD McNutt, Youth Director 
 

Dilemma 
 

The other night I had an interesting dilemma. An ethical dilemma in a way... 
 

So there we are in a store with the basket full, late at night, tired and ready to go home. And 

we push the basket to the checkout area and come across something unthinkable.  Unimaginable.  All the lines were 

closed except for the self check-out line.  And I really, really, really don't like self check-out lines. 
 

Really. 
 

When they first came out it was kind of cool.  After all, it is fun to scan and bag and play store clerk like a little kid. 

But lately I have been thinking more about these check-out lines and decided that if I use them I may inadvertently 

be costing someone their job.  And that bothers me.  And now we enter into an ethical dilemma.  Me versus them. 

Yikes!!!! 
 

I have a choice... 

 1) I could throw the stuff on the floor and let everyone know in the general vicinity how much I hate the self 

     check-out lines while making a dramatic exit. Might be fun but then probably someone would video it all 

     and label it #jdgoneberserk 

 2) I could quietly put it all back and come back another day 

 3) I could be lazy and just leave the cart in an aisle somewhere 

 4) I could say "just this once it will be ok" and go ahead and check out 
 

Thank goodness there's a line and time to think!! 
 

One of my favorite classes was an "Ethics" class where we sat around and talked about different issues and how 

they related to the church, our spirituality, human nature, etc... I got an "A" in the class :) Not because I had great 

ethics but simply because I participated.  Some weeks I walked in thinking an issue would be cut and dry, black and 

white.  I would often walk out and realize that we as a class were all over the place and there was a lot more gray 

than I had thought about before.  
 

I think it is important to have people in your life, a community, where you can talk about issues and learn from each 

other. This is just one of the reasons why I encourage you all to be a part of Sunday School, Bible Study, youth 

group on Sunday nights, hiking trips, etc... To be a part and strengthen a community where everybody can discuss 

issues that are important to you as teenagers. Be formed by a community rather than going alone on this spiritual 

journey of how to be a Christian in today's world 
 

Well, back to the full shopping cart, late at night, tired and ready to go home fiasco.  Thankfully one of the workers 

said they could help with the price on the basketball goal for it had not been coming up right that day. So yeah, we 

went through the self check-out line.  And with the price change and paying with different cards we had to use 2  

different workers.  So I felt better.  We had not eliminated one person's job but helped to save 2 jobs.  Well,  

maybe ...but I will go with it for now. 

Youth Calendar  
Sunday School—Sunday  Morning at 10:00am down in the basement (Room B-6)  

Middle School and High School youth gather each week before worship service.  
Bible Study every Wednesday at 6:45pm after dinner           

April 7  Youth "Operation Sandwich" 6pm 

April 14  Youth "Passover" 6pm 

April 21  No youth (Easter Sunday) 

April 26-28  Backpacking Trip! 

Youth Mission Trip 
June 23 thru 29 

Cross Missions 
Myers Park Presbyterian 

 

 

Prayer Requests 

Please call the church office to have your requests updated on Monday of each week.  

Please Keep in Your Prayers:  Whitaker Raymer and his family, relatives of King and Pam McCachren; John  

Rankin; Dr. Jim Sample; Sam Flowe, brother of Ann Glosson; Butch McDonald; Elizabeth Murphy; Linda and Teddy 

McCachren; Lori Cagle Earnhardt, friend of Stephanie Campbell; Avery Phillips, friend of Alice Williams; John Davis, 

friend of Joey and Kathy Dulin; Jeff Pigg and family, nephew of Janet Little, suffering from a brain tumor;  Frank 

Kluttz, friend of Ashelyn Earley;  Kylie Wilson, friend of the Giuliano’s; Theresa Hively and Jacob Roberts, friends of 

Traci Bird; Rick Rhodes, uncle of Traci Bird, Randy Baker, father of Delaney who attends our youth group; Don and 

Pat Bechtol, parents of Chris Bechtol; Frank Graham (former member); Keith Long, son of Darlene Chase; Buddy 

Holson, friend of Jimmy Stafford and Mary Litteral; Michelle Pena Clark, daughter-in-law of Jerry and Linda Clark; 

Phyllis Griffin; Teresa Faw, family of Alice Williams; Kay Jenkins, friend of Jerry Clark; Amber Ritter, co-worker of 

Deb Carter; Margaret Hale; Bob D’Ameilo, friend of Laura Milliken; Pat McDonald; Marie Hildreth; Bob Boswell,  

father of Dori Swaringen; Wes Abernathy; Benita Schirtzinger, mother of Darren Bird; Ann Jones, daughter of Ray 

and Priscilla Clawson; Sonya Moorehead, friend of Jerry Clark; Lindy and Helene Linenberger;  Jim Busse, friend of 

Stephanie Campbell; Amy Hicks; Brendan Milliken; Kay Nalbone; Jimmy McDonald; Bob Brombacher; Teresa  

Williams.  

Congregational Breakfast Easter Sunday Morning:  We are asking for volunteers to bring breakfast 

casseroles, fresh fruit and pastries/muffins to the Congregational Breakfast Easter Sunday morning.  The breakfast 

will be served after the flowering of the cross during the Sunday School hour.  Coffee and juice will be provided.  

Please let Cyndi know what you are bringing so we can plan accordingly.  Thank you!! 



 

 

Children’s News 

from Sharon Vanpelt, Director of Christian Education 

Teaching the Faith 
 

Want to be a part of this fascinating and important ministry at Rocky River?  Contact 

Sharon Vanpelt (dce@rockyriver.org) or Cindy Spickard (thespickardfamily@gmail.com)   
 

Spring Fever 

Since the mid-1980s researchers have focused on the seasonal effect on moods, with 

the emergence of a diagnostic label for winter depression, seasonal affective disorder 

(SAD). No one knows the exact cause of SAD, but there are distinct patterns of winter 

depression lifting in the spring. And the key for that rise in mood, scientists believe, is connected to the amount of 

natural light available.  Researchers found that the earlier onset of morning light affected people’s moods and activity 

levels positively. There is even an optimal temperature that makes us feel happiest—72 degrees. 
 

Now that spring has truly (and finally) sprung, a feeling of restlessness permeates the air, as if we’ve all been set 

loose from our cages.  People are smiling and laughing more as they celebrate the return of longer days and warmer 

weather.  Household traditions might pull at us to clean out our closets, which can be a great way to pass a chilly, 

rainy day, but if the sun is out and the air is warm, such a mundane task is low on our list of priorities. We’d much 

rather do anything outside, taking in the sun, forgetting about work, and socializing more.  
 

We’ve noticed this effect among our children at church.  During the time when we seemed to be living in a perpetual 

rainforest, when it rained for seven weekends in a row, we noticed children were grumpier and more fidgety than 

usual at Wednesday Night Fellowship and Sunday School.  When we had a week of dry, warm weather and children 

had more time outside during the week, there was a definite change in their moods and activity levels on Sunday.  
 

Spring and Lent coincide on our calendars.  The placing of Lent is, of course, determined by Passover, when Jesus 

died on the cross and rose from the dead. The word Lent is derived from an Anglo-Saxon word lengthen or  

lencten meaning "spring."   We are "to spring" into action, to do the tasks of the season, to prepare for the new 

growth and graces that lead us to the cross and beyond to the miracle of Easter.   
 

Maybe Spring Fever can give us a boost through these last days of Lent to continue to prepare us for the mystery 

that is Easter.  We live in the hope that Spring displays in the changes of nature.  Winter does not have the last 

word, and neither does death.  Jesus Christ has the last word, and that word is Life.  Thanks be to God!  

Children 

Wednesdays in Lent - Apostles’ Creed devotional activity  
During Lent we are having casual table discussions and activities on the Apostles’ 
Creed.  There have been some interesting conversations overheard, and some 
people were very competitive with the trivia questions!  Most of all, we hope that 

these discussions help us to consider what we are really saying when we profess our faith weekly during worship.   

Confirmation Class 
It’s not too late to join in on the Confirmation class for 8th-9th grade and older.  Contact Sharon Vanpelt in the church 
office if you are interested.  Confirmation Sunday will be June 9th.    

Candy Donations!!  We will be stuffing the Easter eggs on Wednesday, April 10 after WNF.  The egg hunt has 

become such a fun tradition at RRPC—and more and more people from the community have been bringing their  

children to hear the Easter Story, play games and hunt for eggs.  We are accepting donations of candy to put into 

the eggs.  The candy should be individually wrapped and small enough to fit into a standard plastic eggs.  You can 

bring the candy to the office anytime before April 10th.  Thank you in advance for your generosity.    

 

 

Godly Play Schedule for April 

Please secure a substitute if you will not be present on your assigned date. 

 

Saturday April 13 
 

 

 

 
 

Troop 83 Breakfast with the Easter Bunny!! 
 

 

8am to 10am 

Fellowship Hall 

$5 per person ALL YOU CAN EAT 

Pancakes and fixins!  

Rumor has it the Easter Bunny will make an appearance!   
 

 

RRPC Spring Fling & Egg Hunt 
10am to 12pm in the Grove 

 

Interactive Easter Story at 10:00am 
 

Face Painting, Crafts and Games at 10:30am 
 

Egg Hunt at 11:30am 

 

One small step for your kids...one giant leap for 

God's Kingdom! 

To Mars and Beyond will help kids discover the 

wonders of God's universe. They'll become 

Voyagers on a journey through space, exploring 

where God's power can take them.  They'll lift 

off to distant planets on special missions. Along 

the way, they'll learn how God walked with  

heroes of the Bible, and that God is always with 

them, too. There will be out-of-this-world fun, 

learning, and timeless Bible stories that inspire 

kids to “give glory to God, who is able to do far 

beyond all that we could ask or imagine…“   

Ephesians 3:20.   

Cindy Spickard, Kathy Dulin and Sharon 

Vanpelt will lead the week-long program.  We 

will begin asking for volunteers and donations of 

supplies in the coming weeks!  Be a part of this 

awesome adventure! 

2019 Godly Play I Godly Play II 

Apr. 7 Faces of Easter 4  (Sharon/Mandy) City of Jerusalem 4  (Dave/Cindy) 

Apr. 14 
Palm Sunday Faces of Easter 5  (Cindy/Mandy) City of Jerusalem 5  (Julie/Janet) 

Apr. 21 
Easter  No Class—Easter Brunch No Class—Easter Brunch 

Apr. 28 The Crosses  (Janet/Sharon) The Crosses   (Erica/Dave) 

May 5 Knowing Jesus in a New Way (Jane/Beau) Parable of the Leaven  (Dave/Sharon) 

mailto:dce@rockyriver.org

