
Small Groups and Home Study
Week of March 5th, 2023

Opening Prayer
A member of the group may open the time with prayer.

Focus on the Scripture : Luke 14:25-33
1. Read from more than one translation of the Bible.

2. Are there any notable differences between these translations?

3. If any, name the main people, locations, events, things that are mentioned in the
reading.

4. What comes before or after this reading? Do you see a connection?
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Read and Discuss Luke 14:25-33
● Compare Luke’s version of Jesus’s saying with Matthew 10:37-38. AJ deems

Matthew’s version “more palatable” but also “not without problems.” Do you
agree? Why or why not?

● How might the quality of our relationships with our family affect the way we
hear and respond to Jesus’s words?

● AJ states “only by using the language of hate, with all its viscerally negative
implications, can [Jesus] show how demanding the call to the kingdom of God
is.” Do you agree no other language could have conveyed  Jesus’s message?
Why or why not?

● Regarding Jesus’s demand that the disciples hate “life itself” (in the Greek, AJ
notes, their own “psyche,” meaning “sense of self or even ‘own soul’”), AJ says,
“The point is not that we should hate life and therefore rather be dead. The
point is that we turn to Jesus and in so doing, turn away from the earlier
markers of our identity.” What “markers of your identity,” if any, do you place
less emphasis on or turn away from entirely because of your faith? How
might doing so be or feel like a kind of death?

Watch and Discuss Video #2
Link: VIDEO 2 (If using ZOOM, you can have one person open the video and share their
screen)

● How, specifically, has discipleship proved hard for you? For other people of
faith you know?

● AJ says one way we can honor our parents is by choosing our own path in life
and becoming independent adults. “Does that look like we’re hating our
parents?” she asks. “Perhaps, to the outside, it does.” To what extent did or
has your self-determination as an adult caused friction with those who raised
you? What expectations from your family of origin, if any, have you found
difficult but necessary to let go of, and why? Has growing independent in this
way ultimately proved worth the cost? Why or why not?

● AJ notes that the mention of wives (verse 26) gives the impression only men
may be disciples. Yet as she also notes, Luke knew of female disciples. In the
Acts of the Apostles, his second book, he calls Tabitha a disciple (Acts 9:36).

https://www.cokesbury.com/download/getdownload/673fd35d-06bb-401a-9e94-2daeb0136006
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Disciples, AJ argues, are known by their good works. Do you agree? How
easily would others identify you as a disciples of Jesus, based on the evidence
of your good works?

● “If you find something for which your life is worth risking,” says AJ, “that’s
taking up the cross.” For what, for whom, have you or would you be willing to
risk your life?

Closing thoughts?


