
Small Groups and Home Study
Week of February 26, 2023

Opening Prayer
A member of the group may open the time with prayer.

Focus on the Scripture : Mark 10:17-27
1. Read from more than one translation of the Bible.

2. Are there any notable differences between these translations?

3. If any, name the main people, locations, events, things that are mentioned in the
reading.

4. What comes before or after this reading? Do you see a connection?
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Read and Discuss Mark 10:17-31
● What does Mark tell us about the man who asks Jesus his question? What are

your impressions of him?
● Amy-Jill Levine notes the different Gospels describe the man in this story in

different ways. Matthew calls him young. (Matt. 19:20,22) Luke says he is a
“very rich” (Lk 18:23) “ruler” (Lk 18:18) -- a person “with economic or political
influence.” How, if at all, does your opinion of the man change based on the
details you know about him?

● AJ asks, “What would we ask Jesus if we had the chance to pose a question?”
● AJ points out that Jesus, in Mark’s story, replaces the commandment against

“coveting” with a commandment against “defrauding”: “Covet is an attitude;
defrauding is an action.” Why do you think Jesus makes this shift in this
situation? How do his words reflect God’s concern for people who are socially
and economically vulnerable in such Scriptures as Leviticus 19:13 and
Deuteronomy 24:14-15?

Watch and Discuss Video #1
Link: VIDEO 1 (If using ZOOM, you can have one person open the video and share their
screen)

● Why does AJ say the rich man in Mark 10 also turns out to be poor? How does
failing to do what Jesus asks impoverish us?

● AJ says each person who encounters God’s commandments must determine
which are most difficult and important for them. Which commandments have
you found most difficult and important, and why?

● The Torah and the Gospel weren’t designed to make those who are rich feel
comfortable, says AJ, but responsible: “to be generous, to be compassionate,
and to be aware we need to take care of others because that’s what it means
to be part of the family of God.” How “uncomfortable” does the Gospel make
you feel about your money and material possessions? Why?

● AJ speculates about what happens to the young man after his meeting with
Jesus. If you were writing a “sequel” to this story, what would happen? How
would it reflect ways in which your encounters with Jesus have (or have not)
changed you?

https://www.cokesbury.com/download/getdownload/9ed5caf6-8815-4cdd-b694-6728ff0ca79c

