
Small Groups and Home Study
Week of September 25th, 2022

Opening Prayer
A member of the group may open the time with
prayer.

Focus on the Scripture:
Luke 16:19-31

Read from more than one translation of
the Bible.

1. Are there any notable differences between these translations?

2. If any, name the main people, locations, events, things that are mentioned in the
reading.

3. Which stories or events come before or after this reading? Do you see a connection?

Questions for Group Discussion
1. Read I Timothy 6:17-19. What does being rich in the kingdom of God look like?
2. Jesus tells the story of a rich man for the third time. What might it mean that the rich

man is not named, but the poor man, Lazarus, is named?
3. Why would this story have been surprising to Jesus’ audience? (Who would they have

assumed to be carried away by angels to be with Abraham?)
4. For whom does the rich man express compassion? Why is it easier to express

compassion for those closest to us and so hard to express compassion for those we
do not know?

5. What does it say of the rich man that he requests that Lazarus be sent to soothe his
torment?

6. What caused the rich man to be sent to Hades?
7. John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, commented on this passage, “It is no more

sinful to be rich than to be poor. But it is dangerous beyond expression. Therefore, I
remind all of you that are of this number, that have the conveniences of life, and
something over that you walk upon slippery ground. You continually tread on snares



and deaths. You are every moment on the verge of hell!” (Sermon 112: “The Rich
Man and Lazarus.” Quoted in the Wesley Study Bible, 1268.)

8. Reflect on this quote as a group.
9. As a result of this worship series, how has your discipleship been impacted or

challenged?


