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Shouts of joy and victory    resound in the tents of the righteous: 
“The LORD’s right hand has done mighty things!  

Psalm 118:15 
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May/June   

2018 In this issue The first seven verses of Acts 6 discuss the need to 

appoint “helpers” to assist with the distribution of food 

so that the Apostles could spend more of their time in 

prayer and teaching the word. As the early church 

grew, the demands on the Apostles’ time became a 

burden.  Thus, certain individuals were appointed to 

helping roles that enabled the Apostles to do the work 

of growing the church more efficiently. I realize that 

these verses are used at times to describe the roles of 

Elders and Deacons. Appropriately so, but I am using 

them in this context to help you understand my new 

role as a member of the church staff. 

Cascade Fellowship CRC is blessed to have a staff that 

is committed to teaching people about Jesus. They take 

this calling very seriously. They are talented and 

committed to their individual roles and collective goals. 

We also have a pastor who has cultivated this 

atmosphere and directed his ministry toward the goal 

of teaching and preaching the Word about our Lord 

and Savior. However, as with the early church, we are 

growing and the playing field is changing as it relates to 

continued church growth. Communication has changed 

dramatically. Today we have communication tools 

(Facebook and Twitter) that were not even around just  

a few years ago. How the message of the Gospel is 

distributed is changing as well.   

To help address these changes, I have been asked to 

step in as a “volunteer consultant” to evaluate our 

present staffing structure and the individuals in the 

various roles on staff with an eye to helping to increase 

efficiencies and effectiveness. I look at myself as a 

resource to our staff and our Pastor to make it easier 

for them to carry out the responsibilities of their area 

of ministry. I believe that all the roles on staff are 

important and valued. Everyone contributes in their 

unique  way, using the unique gifts given to them by our 

Lord, to execute the ministry here in Cascade. We all 

have a role. Mine happens to be empowering others on 

staff do their jobs better and more efficiently. 

As we enter this time where we as a church will spend 

much time on a visioning process I am tasked with 

aligning the staff structure to support the needs of our 

church vision to love God, love people, and make 

disciples wherever we go. I also look forward to 

working with the Vision Implementation Team on this 

project. It is exciting to take on this sort of exercise. I 

am happy that there are members of our staff on this 

team, and I trust and respect the professionalism of our 

staff and their ability to adapt and embrace a process 

that may well require changes within their ministry 

areas. I also trust and have confidence in their ability to 

deliver on what is prescribed as a result of this process. 

As we proceed through this I hope to assist our staff 

adapt and change if necessary. 

I thank Council for offering me the opportunity to 

serve the church in this way, and I ask for your support 

and prayer.  
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The last one finally came down May 2.  
 
All winter the brown leaves on the oak tree in 
our back yard clung tenaciously to the branches, 
taunting me with their very presence.  Last fall, 
my maple, cherry and birch leaves all had the 
grace to drop to the ground within a few weeks 
of each other.  Over the span of three 
weekends, they were all raked up and dragged 
into the woods, leaving the lawn bare and ready 
for the snow. 
 
But not the oak leaves.  They were not in a 
hurry.  With each rain or snowfall a few would 
drop and join the leaves that had blown in from 
my neighbors’ yards, but the vast majority kept 
their grip.  They would not let go of their own 
accord; they needed to be pushed out. 
 
What finally dislodges the oak leaves is not 
something pulling them down; rather it is 
something pushing them out.  The oak leaves are 
cast off as the new buds develop and displace 
them on the tree. New life replaces that which is 
dead. 
 
I have some sinful areas of my life that are like 
those stubborn leaves.  Perhaps you do as well. 
There are, of course, those sins that yield quickly 
to the Holy Spirit’s prompting, and fall away 
from us naturally.  We experience the joy of 
feeling clean and being presentable.  But likely 
there are other sins and habits, which, like the 
oak leaves, maintain their hold in our lives. They 
loom over us, reminding us of their presence, 
denying us peace. 
 
 
We may hope and even pray that time or events 
will change our hearts, will remove our sins and 
the burdens they bring.   But until we let the 
new life of Jesus Christ grow in us, those sins 
will not merely fall away.    
 
In my own life, there are some sins that still cling  

 
to me—and that I still cling to. I have the assurance 
that Christ has already redeemed me from them, 
and the sure hope that as I seek and follow Him, 
they will be cast off.  My letting go starts the 
process, Christ growing in me completes it.  When 
Jesus grows in us, He pushes out everything that is 
not eternal and replaces it with himself.  He has 
come to give us life, life abundant.   
 
 
 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come:  The old has gone, the new is here!   

II Corinthians 5:17  
 
 

 Dear Friends, 

 

Past�� J	
e� 
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Believe it or not, summer is just around the corner!  

During the busy month of May our activities at 

church and school begin to wrap up, and we look 

forward to summer—playing at the beach, going 

camping, visiting friends and family, spending time 

away from work and school.  Yes, we look forward 

to this break.   

But do we actually take a break?  Do you ever 

wonder how our summer weeks fill up so quickly?  

We make plans with friends, vacation with family, 

sign up for summer camps and go on grand 

adventures.  And before we know it, our summer 

has flown by!  I suppose the pace of our lives 

nowadays dictates our summer schedules just as 

easily as it does our schedules the rest of the year.   

Martin Luther once said, “I have so much to do that I 

shall spend the first 

three hours in prayer.”  

While that may not be 

a practical option to 

your days this summer, 

it certainly is a 

reminder of what is 

most important.  There 

are opportunities all 

around us during the 

summer to draw close 

to God, to worship 

and adore Him. 

The birds singing.  The 

fish jumping.  The bees buzzing.  

“But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the 

birds in the sky, and they will tell you; or speak to the 

earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea 

inform you. Which of all these does not know that the 

hand of the Lord has done this? In his hand is the life of 

every creature and the breath of all mankind.”            

Job 12:7-10 

 

A beautiful day.  A magnificent sunset.  A starry night.  

A powerful summer storm. 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim 

the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth 

speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. They have 

no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from 

them. Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their 

words to the ends of the world.”          Psalm 19:1-4a 

Flowers blooming.  Vegetables growing.  Grasses 

swaying in the breeze. 

You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the 

mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all 

the trees of the field will clap their hands….This will be for 

the Lord’s renown....”          Isaiah 55:12-13 

Summer is a gift!  But as we look to the start of 

summer, I encourage you not to miss those 

opportunities to just sit 

back and take it all in.  

Don’t miss 

opportunities to spend 

time in the Word, to 

spend time in prayer, to 

draw near to God.  

Don’t miss 

opportunities to share 

God with others!  To  

connect with your 

neighbors or new 

friends and share the 

love of Jesus with them.   

We also don’t want you to miss opportunities to 

worship together as a body!   We continue to 

worship together here at Cascade Fellowship in two 

venues until June 24th – Aug 12th when we worship 

together in the Upper Worship Center.  Also, watch 

for our outdoor worship days!   

So enjoy the break!  Have fun soaking it all in!  And 

make time to be still and know that He is God.   

 

 

 Summer Song 
Lynn, Worship Director 
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Sunday School Wrap Up 

The last week of Sunday School concentrated on our theme, Make Disciples, by learning how to talk about sin, the need 

for Jesus to forgive our sin, and accepting Him as Lord and Savior by faith. We used three jars of water to illustrate this 

point (see inset). 

Students were also given a colored gospel bracelet as a 

means to tell others about the gospel.  Please encourage 

your child to wear the bracelet so conversations can 

happen! 

Many teachers shared how God was at work during the 

Sunday School time: 

• I see how God’s Word spoke to each student. 

• The students’ words are very thoughtful in prayer.   

• After hearing the story of Martha and Mary, one 

kindergartner wondered if Jesus was disappointed in 

Martha. (Great insights and chance to teach about 

love and forgiveness!) 

• The students truly care about those who are missing 

from Sunday School.  

Some high school student comments: 

• I learn more and more about Jesus every Sunday. 

• Sunday School has prepared me to defend my faith. 

• I’ve learned tools to keep my faith strong as I go to 

college. 

Children are growing in their walk with Jesus! 

Parents and grandparents can use this summer to disciple their children in the family setting.  Children learn best by 

seeing adults model living in a relationship with Jesus. Think of ways to model living with Jesus through worship, learning 

(reading & prayer), service, and sharing your faith.  

• Whether at home or on vacation, make worshipping as a family a priority. For those who have five-year olds and 

older, this summer gives you the opportunity to worship together at Cascade Fellowship for the whole service. 

• Learn God’s Word together as a family. There are many family activity resources available (famtime.com is one).  

• We often think our children know we read God’s Word, but they need to see it! Let your children see you having a 

quiet time with the Lord so they can develop a daily habit of Bible reading and prayer. 

• Find ways to praise God as you spend time in His creation.  

• Serve others as a family and let your children know why you are serving. One possibility is to serve at the Mobile 

Food Pantry (1st Monday of each month). Other family-oriented service opportunities will be coming up this summer 

with Cascade’s involvement in CityFest. 

• Pray together as a family for opportunities to tell others about Jesus and share the ways you’ve talked about Him 

with others. 

I pray this summer will be an opportunity for your family to grow in your relationships with Jesus! 

 

Children’s Ministry Corner Laura, Children’s Ministry Director 

There is sin in you and me. This sin separates us from God 

and leads to death.  

(pour sin into You & Me - water turns dark) 
 

Jesus never sinned! But He loved us so much that through 

His death, He took on our sins by dying on the cross. (pour 

some sin into Jesus - water stays clear) 
 

God has forgiven all the sin of you and me! When we pray 

for forgiveness of our sin and ask Him to be our Lord and 

Savior.  

(pour Jesus into You & Me - water became clear) 
 

Jesus can wash away all sin.  

(poured Jesus into sin - water became clear) 
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Congratulations! 

2018 Graduates  
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Every May, I get to share highlights from the student ministry year. I could 

easily fill up a page with things that I thought were awesome: retreats, trips, 

one-on-one mentoring 1mes...But instead of me rambling on about what I 

think is cool, we asked students and leaders what they thought were the most 

meaningful moments from the past year: 

Thank you to our leaders for serving our students this year by giving your 1me 

and energy to invest in their faith growth. Thank you to parents for trus1ng us with your kids! And finally a huge thank you 

to everyone in the church who was praying for the hearts and minds of this genera1on of disciples following Jesus Christ.  
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Going to our monthly Mobile Food Pantry in the back 

parking lot of Cascade Fellowship was an eye-opening 

experience. The Mobile Food Pantry comes to 

Cascade Fellowship on the first Monday of every 

month at 4:30pm.  I had never really heard of it 

before, so going to it was a whole new experience. 

We always hear about the hungry people in other 

countries, but we rarely hear about them in Grand 

Rapids. Roughly sixty people show up every month to 

get food for their struggling families. They line up at 

the rear door of the church and are given a ticket. 

They sign in and wait until everything is ready, then 

cross the parking lot to the Cadet building. Housed in 

the Cadet building is about 5,000 lbs. of food, 

everything from vegetables to bread to Pop-Tarts. 

The food is donated from Grand Rapids stores. 

The people who come for food come from Cascade, 

Grand Rapids, Hastings, downtown Grand Rapids, 

and more areas around us. Each month there are new 

guests but others have been coming for ten or more 

years. They rely on the help of our volunteers to feed 

their families and take the stress of affording food off 

their minds. 

Volunteers are stationed both inside the rear 

entrance of the church and inside the Cadet building. 

Volunteers in the church help arriving guests to sign 

in as well as tell them when it is time to get the food. 

Most of the volunteers are at the Cadet building. 

When the food truck comes, they unload and count 

the food that came and organize it in boxes. By the 

time they're done, 

the Cadet building 

looks like a small 

food store. Aisles 

of food are 

arranged in rows 

for easy access for 

the customers. 

The customers 

line up according 

to the number on their 

ticket, and they're given 

shopping carts for all the food. Everyone goes through 

the line for the first round and if there's food left, then 

they can 

go for a 

second 

round. 

Typically, 

people 

will go 

through 

the line a 

second time either for their families or for neighbors or 

friends who they know could use the extra food. Once 

everyone has received their share for the month, the 

volunteers clean up the leftovers and everyone leaves. 

The entire process is typically done around 6:00 P.M. 

This was an eye-opening experience for me because we 

typically think about hungry people in other countries 

and ignore those struggling in the place we live. 

However, there are lots of people who need our help 

right here in Grand Rapids.  

Volunteers are always needed and newcomers are 

always welcome. It is a quick and easy event that takes 

place once per month, but it's one of the best ways to 

show Christ's love to the world. By helping those in 

need, we are truly being Christians, following in Christ's 

footsteps by being God's hands and feet. 

 Loving People: Mobile Food Pantry 
 

Guest writer:  Joshua  
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 Faith Promise 
 Supporting missionaries and cross-cultural missions 

Who do you support with your gifts to Faith Promise? 

Recent newsletters from mission partners are 

always available at our two information desks.   
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Ministering Elders 

March 

◊ Membership 

• Approved:  

• Bob & Laurie S 

• Rob & Christine J 

• Baptized 

• Weston William D  (Matt & Holly)  

• Josiah Robert K (Tony & Rachel) 

• Welcomed  

• Josh Y 

• Todd M 

• Barb J 

• Luke L 

 

◊ Set up May meetings for Roots and Shoots participants  

◊ Communion on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 

◊ April Ministering Elders meeting cancelled to allow 

Ministering Elders to attend Friendship Evangelism 

training at Fair Haven Ministries in Hudsonville.  (part 

of CityFest)  Five elders and Pastor James attended. 

◊ CityFest:  spiritual revival (Luis Palau) held in Grand 

Rapids September 8-9  

• CFCRC liasons: 

• Evangelism:  Greg E 

• Service:  John B 

• Prayer:  Bruce C  

Council Clips 

In 1804, searching a waterway to the Pacific Ocean, Lewis and Clark traveled up the Missouri River. 
Their obstacles were great, and as they traveled up the longest river in North America, they had no 
idea what lay ahead of them. Their river trip ended at the Rocky Mountains! The rules changed 
drastically and their navigational approach also had to change.  
 

Do you feel like the terrain has changed? Our world is not the same as it was 40 years ago when I 
was a child, or even 10 years ago when my children were little. Consider the advent of the internet, 
online banking and shopping, social media, and so much more. Our culture is radically different; 
technology moves things so quickly.  
 

Though God’s Word never changes, the way we introduce people to it may need to change. Trends 
show us that we can no longer passively engage with our community and hope they come to know 
the good news of Jesus.  
 

What can we do? As mentioned in the bulletin, the Vision Implementation Team has met and 
formed additional teams to explore the areas of Hospitality and Enfolding, Outreach, Worship, 
Discipleship, Next Generation, and Leadership Structures. 
 

Our truths don’t change, our God doesn’t change, but we want to reach this rapidly changing world for Him. 
Recognizing that what may have worked in the past is not 
likely to continue to do so, we want to find new and creative 
ways to love God, love people, and make disciples wherever we go.  
 

Lewis and Clark covered some ground! It took years, and a 
willingness to change their approach. But they stuck together, 
on a single, focused mission. Cascade Fellowship has been 
here before, and made great strides to adapt, not our truth, 
but our approach. Let’s see where God is calling us now! 

New Territories   Vision Implementation Team Update 



12 

 

SECOND OFFERING  
The second offering collected each Sunday morning supports various ministries inside and outside our church.  Our service deacons carefully 

choose these ministries each month. They are identified and described below.  

Date Special Ministry External Ministries Fund 

First Sunday 

June 3 

July 1 

August 5 

Faith Promise Missions Fund supports the mission 

efforts of our church both in support of our missionaries and 

for short-term mission projects.   

Our 2018 External Ministries Fund supports 

ministries chosen annually by the Service Deacons.  This 

year funds collected will be divided equally and 

distributed to the following  organizations: 

ACCESS of West Michigan 

Forgotten Man Ministries  

Manasseh Project 

Matthew’s House Ministries 

New City Kids Grand Rapids 

Safe Families of West Michigan 

West Michigan Friendship Center 

 

Use your weekly giving envelopes (write in EMF) or one 

of the blue envelopes provided in the pews.  Give any 

time throughout the year.   

Second Sunday 

June 10 

July 8 

August 12 

The Growing with the Lord Debt Elimination Fund  

works to eliminate the remaining debt after our building 

project and rebuild our emergency fund.  

Third Sunday 

June 17 

July 15 

August 19 

External Ministries Fund see right column 

June 24 

 

Christian Education Endowment Fund invests gifts in 

mutual funds.  Once a year a percentage of the value is paid 

to the Christian School Tuition Assistance Fund. 

July 22 

 

Rehoboth Christian School aspires to be a light in our 

world by bringing hope to opportunity through life-changing 

Christion education to families in New Mexico.  

August 26 

Christian School Tuition Assistance Fund provides 

assistance to parents who choose to send their children to 

Christian day schools.  

July 29 
Volunteers in Service empowers Christians to join 

Christ’s work in their community. 

SUMMER OFFERING SCHEDULE 

FIRST OFFERING  
The first offering collected each Sunday morning is for Cascade Ministries.  These funds are directed towards church budget expenses 
such as utilities, salaries, and ministry expenses.  In addition, a portion of this offering supports the $316.76 per adult member assessment the 
CRC denomination asks each church to contribute through Ministry Shares to the denomination’s shared ministry efforts. 

DEACONS KIOSK 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Month Received Monthly Gain/(Shortfall) Year-to-Date Gain/(Shortfall) 

March    

April    

SPECIAL OFFERINGS RECEIVED IN MARCH & APRIL 

Growing with the Lord Debt Elimination  Faith Promise   
  Trans World Radio (Youth Offering) 

   
 

Christian  School Tuition Assistance  Sharing Fund    External Ministries Fund  


