
CSi Lesson – High School 

 

WHAT IS COMPASSION? 
 

Key Words:  compassion, lost, worth, restoration 

Bible Point:  Compassion is finding worth in others 

Bible Lesson Verse(s): Luke 15: 20 “And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, 
his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.” 

Students will:  

• Understand the meaning of Biblical compassion 
• Recognize how God values humanity 
• Reflect on ways to live out compassion in their personal lives 

 

Bible Background –  The story of The Prodigal Son is an iconic illustration of a Father’s love for His children.  In 
this lesson, the spotlight will be on defining compassion by showing the actions of the father toward the lost 
son.  The dictionary defines compassion as “sympathetic concern for the sufferings or misfortunes of others”.   
The Bible is one great story of God’s compassion toward humanity from Genesis to Revelation.  Every interaction 
of God with mankind is driven by love and a desire for reconciliation.  This lesson will introduce the topic of 
physical and spiritual suffering experienced by our brothers and sisters around the world. It will focus on how 
God views and values humanity and encourage students to take an active role in living out the principle of 
compassion in their personal lives. 

[Teacher Insight] 

Welcome to the Word  

Opener Activity – What are you looking for? 

Have students look at a Seek and Find book, a very visually “busy” picture, or watch a short 
video clip for 30 seconds. A Word Search without a word bank is another option. Give a blank piece of 
paper or index card and have the student write down everything they noticed during the time allotted.   
Show the sample again and this time point out a few things missed by the students.    
Now give a specific instruction such as “Look for _______ in this picture/video/word search” and set the 
timer for 30 seconds.   
Most students will be more successful when given direction.  Discuss how knowing what to look for 
makes it easier to focus on what is important.  You are able to “see” the things that you are “looking for.  
What you notice is directly related to what you are paying attention to. This is the concept known as 
Change Blindness. Introduce the lesson topic by explaining that compassion is something very important 
to God and that we need to actively look for opportunities for compassion around us.  We need to pay 
close attention and direct our focus to the mission of God’s Kingdom – restoration. 
 

Worship – Suggested Songs: 
• “Your Love Awakens -Me Phil Wickham”    
• “Grace that Won't Let Go-Gateway Worship” 
• “Love Me Anyway - James Wilson” 

Prayer 



 

Open the Word  

Scripture Reading-      Luke 15:11-32 The Parable of the Lost Son 

11  And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12  And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of 
goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. 13  And not many days after the younger son gathered all 
together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 14  And when he had spent 
all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. 15  And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that 
country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16  And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine 
did eat: and no man gave unto him. 17  And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have 
bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18  I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and before thee, 19  And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired 
servants. 20  And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had 
compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 21  And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 22  But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, 
and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 23  And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us 
eat, and be merry: 24  For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 25  
Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing. 26  And he called 
one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. 27  And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath 
killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound. 28  And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came 
his father out, and intreated him. 29  And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither 
transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: 30  
But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. 31  
And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. 32  It was meet that we should make merry, and 
be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. 

Reveal the Word –  

Bible Lesson 

Based on the story we just read, how would you define the word “compassion”? 

What points of the story illustrate the compassion of the father? 

§ When he unselfishly gave his son free reign to have his inheritance 
• He had every right to refuse the son’s request, but he did not seek his own way 

just as Cor. 13 compels us 
• He gave freely out of love, even when he knew it would cost more than money 

§ When he waited for him day after day 
• He showed faith because he acted without evidence that the son was returning. 

He never saw waiting as a waste of time. 
• He saved a place for his son, he did not “write him off” 

§ When he showed joy at his return, not condemnation 
• He hugged and kissed him affectionately  
• He immediately began to celebrate 

§ When he supplied his son’s physical needs 
• He gave his son clothing, shoes, and food to eat 
• He now had a home instead of living on the street 

§ When he restored his son’s position, invited him into relationship again 
• He gave him the ring that established him as part of the family 
• He was not made a servant, but a son 

§ When he corrected his eldest son’s lack of compassion 
• He loved his eldest son enough to correct his error 
• He loved his younger son enough to not allow jealousy in the family 



The focus verse of our lesson is verse 20 “And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a 
great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him”. 

   The emphasis is on the fact that the father was actively looking for his son. Refer to the Opener 
Activity- looking for something on purpose makes you pay closer attention. The father in our story was focused 
on the return of his prodigal. He was compassionate and loved his son despite his choices, actions, and current 
situation.   His compassion was always standing at the ready.  He even fed his compassion on a daily basis – that 
fattened calf was made fat by a daily diet. The son’s robe and ring were preserved and available at a moment’s 
notice.  The father’s love compelled him to keep a lifestyle of compassion. He was purposeful and focused 
because his son and the needs of his son were that important to him.   

He pre-determined the son’s value based on who he was; not on the places he had gone or where he 
was coming from, or the condition he was in.  We can look at compassion as an emotion we express outwardly 
based on an inward decision to care for others.  Notice it is not the other way around.  There is a danger in 
basing our decision to meet a need based on the emotion we feel in a moment. Following emotion led the 
prodigal to be lost.  He was in desperate need by the time he began his return to the father’s house.  He had lost 
everything, even his self-worth.  His emotions told him that he was no longer worthy to even be called a servant. 
Look at the example of the father when his lost son was found. This father does exactly the opposite of what you 
think he would do: He welcomes his son home with open arms. He ran toward him.  He fell on his (dirty, smelly) 
neck.  He kissed him to show affection.  There was no fault-finding on his return; no blame-game.  When the 
elder brother tried to play that angle, he was gently corrected by his father.  There is no place in the family for 
measuring someone’s worthiness based on any external factors.  Compassion often walks contrary to the way 
the world would handle a situation. 

What does this mean for us?  It is unlikely we would have to travel far to find someone who has a need 
in their life.  Poverty is very real in our world today – both physical hunger and spiritual hunger exist all around 
us.  Many nations struggle with daily survival and live in spiritual darkness. We must be purposeful in the way we 
look at the world.  Our brothers and sisters are valuable to God and must be valuable to us.  The father did not 
show partiality to either son.  Compassion was so ingrained in him that even the father’s “hired servants have 
bread enough to spare” (v.17).  It was the father’s lifestyle to provide for the needs around him. He didn’t 
neglect what was near him for the need that was “afar off”.  Compassion meets the needs of the whole person.  
It could be as simple as a drink of water or bandaging wounds or it could be restoring a person’s dignity and self-
worth. 

God gives us the story of the Prodigal Son to show us what compassion really is: 

• Compassion requires paying attention. 
• Compassion is finding worth in others. 
• Compassion is a conscious decision to engage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Do the Word –   

 Meet the Needs 
 Use a chart to list needs that the prodigal encountered and the ways the father met the need. 
 Example: 
  

 

  

 

 

After filling in the needs of the prodigal, have the students list other needs a person may have today.  
Have them list both physical and spiritual needs. Open a discussion about how many of these needs the 
students have personally seen in the last week.   

For those who have encountered needs:  What can you personally do to show compassion in these 
areas? 

After reading the Bible story, what can you personally do to be more aware of needs around you? 

Trash to Treasure Object Lesson (Optional) 

The process of taking something that is de-valued and turning it into a useful or beautiful item is called 
Up-Cycling.  This is the picture that God gives us in the story of the Prodigal.  A seemingly wasted life 
that is redeemed and restored is the very essence of the Kingdom.  Use one of these options to illustrate 
this concept and discuss the topic further. 

Option 1: Show video clips or images found online of broken objects being restored or of trash being re-
purposed to draw a parallel to the restoration that God desires for humanity.  

Option 2: Engage students by collecting an item(s) that they can restore or re-purpose.  As the project 
unfolds, discuss that in order to create change they first had to visualize purpose and see past the 
current state of the item(s).  Example: Tin Can Desk Organizer  

Option 3: Take a trip to a thrift store and let students search for restoration opportunities.  Find a 
broken piece of furniture or an old frame and make a plan to renew or re-purpose the item.  Point out 
that on many of the items, the price is far below what it would have been originally.  It has been de-
valued, but with some attention and effort, it still has worth.  If you are adventurous, you can actually 
take on a project! 

*Note: A quick search on Google or Pinterest for “Re-purposed items” will provide inspiration for a DIY 
project or serve as a visual aid to show students. 

 

Activity Handout– See what Compassion looks like. 

Give the student a Compassion Services Handout.  Discuss specific ways that CSI makes 
a difference in the world.  Look at the 4 ways to get involved and talk about the 
following: 

PRAY TO HAVE EYES THAT SEE THE NEEDS OF THE WORLD 
DONATE TO A CAUSE THAT IS ACTIVELY MEETING NEEDS 
SHARE AWARENESS WITH OTHERS 
VOLUNTEER TO HELP AT EVERY OPPORTUNITY 

Need Fulfillment 
Lack of food Killed the fatted calf 
Clothing tattered and worn Best robe and shoes given 
Feeling he was not worthy Ring of authority put on him 
No place to live Welcomed home 
Friends had deserted him Restored to the family 
  



Resources Page 

 Opener Activity 

 Books- 

  Seek & Find - Around the World (Seek and Find) by Juliette Saumante and Emilie Plateau 

  Where Is It? The Absolute Best Hidden Picture to Find Activities for Adults by Smarter Activity Books 

  The Big Book of Search & Find-Over 1000 Fun Things to Search & Find by Tony Tallarcio 

  *Note: Most public libraries will have a selection of seek-and-find books in their children’s department. 

 Websites – 

 Play online  

https://www.hiddenobjectgames.com/  

Download/Print    
https://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/worksheets/Highlights/pdfs/highlights009a.pdf 

http://whenwewordsearch.com/  

Videos – 

Change blindness demonstration by Chris Chambers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bh_9XFzbWV8  

Concentration Challenge - Can you count the bounces?  by Sentis         
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2PaH-NRBKY 

Gradual Change Test 1 by Daniel Simons 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1nL5ulsWMYc  

Memory Test : How Good is Your Memory? A 2-Minute Test by HowWhatWhy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZUiJLi7zo 

 

Object Lesson 

 Tin Can Desk Organizer  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2KvSiN0uAQ&feature=youtu.be  

Activity Page 

 http://www.compassionservices.org/  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Need The Fulfillment Physical or Spiritual? 
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   


