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Under The Sun

REACHING THE OPPRESSED
1 Again, I observed all the oppression that takesplace under the sun. I saw the tears of  the

oppressed, with no one to comfort them. The oppressors have great power, and their victims
are helpless. [Ecc 4:1 NLT]

_____________________________________________________________________

The Root Of  Oppression
Now Adam had sexual relations with his wife, Eve,and she became pregnant. When she gave birth
to Cain, she said, "With the LORD's help, I have produced a man!" 2 Later she gave birth to his
brother and named him Abel. When they grew up, Abel became a shepherd, while Cain cultivated
the ground. 3 When it was time for the harvest, Cain presented some of  his crops as a gift to the
LORD. 4 Abel also brought a gift--the best of  the�rstborn lambs from his �ock. The LORD
accepted Abel and his gift, 5 but he did not acceptCain and his gift. This made Cain very angry,
and he looked dejected. 6 "Why are you so angry?"the LORD asked Cain. "Why do you look so
dejected? 7 You will be accepted if  you do what isright. But if  you ref use to do what is right, then
watch out! Sin is crouching at the door, eager to control you. But you must subdue it and be its
master." 8 One day Cain suggested to his brother, "Let's go out into the �elds." And while they were
in the �eld, Cain attacked his brother, Abel, and killed him. 9 Afterward the LORD asked Cain,
"Where is your brother? Where is Abel?" "I don't know," Cain responded. "Am I my brother's
guardian?" 10 But the LORD said, "What have you done? Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to
me from the ground!   [Gen 4:1-10 NLT]

What is at the root of  sin that causes one personto oppress another?
● Genesis 4:1-10 -  The �rst example of oppression between two people is  found in the scriptures.
● The �rst manifestation of sin was obviously against God; but the second was brother against brother.

○ Why are you angry?  Why do you look dejected?  (God initiates the conversation w/ Cain)
○ Sin is crouching at your door!  (God saw what was in Cain’s heart to kill his brother)
○ Cain was desiring to control and dominate Abel; much like sin had control over him.
○ Sin is eager to control you!  (who will have control of your heart?  You're the gatekeeper.)

Take Notice Of  Cain’s Response After Killing his brother Abel
● I do not know, am I my brother's keeper?

○ A callous response with complete indi�erence to the plight of his brother.
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○ This callous indi�erence has been on repeat throughout human history as men and women
su�er at the hands of their oppressor.

○ Have you ever wondered how people stood by and watched the Jews being slaughtered in
WW2?

The Tears Of  The Oppressed
● We were created to live in freedom.
● The cry for freedom can be heard today.

○ Human Tra�cking currently a�ects nearly 25 million people around the world in areas such as
domestic servitude, sex tra�cking, forced labor, and debt bondage.

○ Have you ever noticed that there is a constant battle between the oppressed and free?
■ Individual Oppression
■ Racial Oppression
■ Gender Oppression
■ Government Oppression
■ Religious Oppression

The Isaiah 58  - The Followers Fast
6 "No, this is the kind of  fasting I want: Free thosewho are wrongly imprisoned; lighten the
burden of  those who work for you. Let the oppressed go free, and remove the chains that bind
people. 7 Share your food with the hungry, and give shelter to the homeless. Give clothes to those
who need them, and do not hide from relatives who need your help. [Isa 58:6-7 NLT]

● Is this not the kind of fast I have chosen?  (Isaiah 58:6-8)
● Set the oppressed free!
● Remove the chains that bind people!
● Then your light will shine!
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Will We See The Oppressed?
7 Then the LORD told him, "I have certainly seen theoppression of  my people in Egypt. I have
heard their cries of  distress because of  their harshslave drivers. Yes, I am aware of  their su�ering.8
So I have come down to rescue them from the power of  the Egyptians and lead them out of  Egypt
into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land �owing with milk and honey--the land where
the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live. 9 Look! The cry of
the people of  Israel has reached me, and I have seenhow harshly the Egyptians abuse them. 10 Now
go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people Israel out of  Egypt." 11 But Moses
protested to God, "Who am I to appear before Pharaoh? Who am I to lead the people of  Israel out of
Egypt?" 12 God answered, "I will be with you. Andthis is your sign that I am the one who has sent
you: When you have brought the people out of  Egypt,you will worship God at this very mountain."
[Exo 3:7-12 NLT]

● Moses responded the way we might as well?  Who am I?  What can I do?
● God’s response:  I will be with you.
● End result:  Worship together at the mountain of the Lord.

38 And you know that God anointed Jesus of  Nazarethwith the Holy Spirit and with power. Then
Jesus went around doing good and healing all who wereoppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. [Act 10:38 NLT]


