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Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous living, faithfulness,
love, and peace. Enjoy the companionship of those who call on the Lord with pure hearts. [2Ti
2:22 NLT]

Introduction
I originally titled today's sermon KCCO and Avoid Falsehood, but after re-reading the text again,
it was apparent that the primary message from Paul to Timothy was to pursue Jesus, pursue
holiness, and if you do that all of the lesser things will not compare!

Let’s look at 2 Timothy 2:16-3:5

In this portion of the letter, we read powerful words of encouragement to pursue holy living and
to flee from the deception of the world and the devil.
Rather than seeing holiness as a drudgery we need to see it differently.  Holiness does not keep
us from pleasure, on the contrary, it positions and equips us to experience pleasure at the
deepest most revelatory way possible to the human spirit.  In essence, pursuing holiness is
synonymous with pursuing AND encountering Jesus!

A.W. Tozer said in his book The Pursuit Of God:

“To have found God and still pursue Him is the soul’s paradox of love. Scorned indeed by the to
easily satisfied religionist, but justified in happy experience by the children of the burning heart”

Steven Curtis Chapman Song - Children Of The Burning Heart
We were the dreamers, the boys on the wild frontier
The new believers with nothing in the world to fear
We had discovered the treasure of the love and the grace of God
And it burned like a fire in our hearts, and we would . . .



Throw back our heads and run with the passion
Through the fields of forgiveness and grace
We carried the eternal flame
With an undying hope and a blazing conviction
Of a truth that would never fade
We were glowing in the dark
Children of the burning heart

Live Preoccupied With Superior Pleasures (Children of the Burning Heart)
● Paul outlines the pleasures of the world and the pleasures we receive when pursuing

Jesus.
● Pursuing Jesus does not mean pursuing his hand (what He can do for you).  It means

pursuing His face.
● My soul follows hard after thee (Psalm 63:8)
● David - A Man After God’s Own Heart.

Simply Put:  Be Holy
God calls us to holiness because He is holy and we are created in His image.

● “Be holy for I am holy - 1 Peter 1:16
● When we pursue Jesus, we are pursuing holiness.
● We don’t pursue holiness out of obligation, we pursue holiness because of love for God.

CRAVE
● A couple years ago, we did a sermon series called CRAVE where we outlined the

cravings that every human heart needs fulfilled.  The world will tell you that these
cravings can be fulfilled by pursuing those things, but we know that the only way to
satisfy the cravings given to you by your Creator is when in right relationship with the
Creator!

● Some of them include
○ Unconditional love
○ Hope
○ To behold beauty (Job 37:1-5)
○ To live in wholehearted devotion (Psalm 19:12-14)
○ To be known and valued
○ To be safe!

● The only way to satisfy these cravings, created by God, within the human spirit is to
pursue Jesus.  The reward of the pursuit is a soul that is satisfied in Jesus.  The capacity
to feel deeply and love Jesus passionately is one of the great expressions of being
created in the image of God, receiving his salvation, and being filled with the Holy Spirit.

3 Key Principles To Overcoming Sin and Walking In Holiness



● Knowing
○ 11 So you also should consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin and

alive to God through Christ Jesus. [Rom 6:11 NLT]
○ I am dead to sin!
○ I am alive to God!

■ I am fully accepted and enjoyed by God; I am empowered to walk in
Jesus' authority; I have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit within me; I am
called and anointed to fulfill the purposes of God in my generation….

● Resisting
○ 12 Do not let sin control the way you live; do not give in to sinful desires. 13 Do

not let any part of your body become an instrument of evil to serve sin. [Rom
6:12-13a NLT]

○ R.E.S.I.S.T acronym
■ Remember whose you are and who you are.
■ Exalt the Lord only.
■ Submit to God; resist the devil and he will flee (James 4:7)
■ Inquire of the Lord and earnestly seek Him.
■ Surround yourself with other believers.
■ Testify of the goodness of God.

● Pursuing
○ Instead, give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead, but now you

have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument to do what is right for the
glory of God.[Rom 6:13b NLT]

■ We pursue God by giving ourselves completely to Him
■ We don’t pursue God so that we can get more anointing for ministry, favor

with men, or a position or responsibility.  We pursue God because He is
God!  There is no greater pursuit!  Don’t pursue God’s hand.  Pursue His
face.

■ I want to know Christ and the power of the resurrection and the fellowship
of His sufferings being conformed to Him in his death.  Phil. 3:10

■ Joshua could be found in the presence
● 8 Whenever Moses went out to the Tent of Meeting, all the people

would get up and stand in the entrances of their own tents. They
would all watch Moses until he disappeared inside. ... 11 Inside
the Tent of Meeting, the LORD would speak to Moses face to face,
as one speaks to a friend. Afterward Moses would return to the
camp, but the young man who assisted him, Joshua son of Nun,
would remain behind in the Tent of Meeting. [Exo 33:8, 11 NLT]

Obedience Is Better
● Good things have become the enemy of the best things.  Jesus said of Mary of Bethany:

“she has chosen the better thing.”  Luke 10:42



● There is a difference between attaining 100% obedience and aiming for it.  We may
never attain it, but the life of holiness aims for it.  Even on our best day, our love is weak
but we are pursuing God.

● 22 But now you are free from the power of sin and have become slaves of God. Now you
do those things that lead to holiness and result in eternal life. [Rom 6:22 NLT]

● "We will not be satisfied until we satisfy Him. We will never find out what we are looking
for until we find out what He is looking for. Our purpose is completely defined in His. "
Misty Edwards

We are CHILDREN OF THE BURNING HEART
6 Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is as strong as death, its
jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame. [Sng 8:6 NIV]
Mike Bickle Dream
When he was a young man, he had a dream and he was standing at the judgment seat of Christ
and the Lord said to him “you're saved, but you wasted your life.”  In the dream, Mike was
shocked and told Jesus that he must have the wrong man.  Jesus said to him and said, the
most important thing is “what does the man Christ Jesus think about you on that day.”  What will
make your life great before God?  A consistent love for God and for people.  Consistently
pursuing the right relationship with Jesus.  Consistently choosing righteous living.

Conclusion:
Whatever you pursue becomes your purpose - Tommy Tenney - God Chasers


