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Beloved FCC Family,  
 
For the past several years, we have begun every new year with a corpo-
rate time of prayer and fasting.  This devotional booklet was written by 
members of our church family based on the prayer found in Habakkuk 3.  I 
believe the entire book of Habakkuk is relevant to our world today.  I es-
pecially believe there are many truths found in this heart felt cry of the 
Old Testament priest, Habakkuk.   
 
Recently, I received an email from Marge Culhane with some prophetic 
insights for 2021.  Marge and Steve have not been able to attend church 
during the pandemic, but even in their isolation God spoke clearly to her 
about this being a year of MATURITY and REFRESHING.  She heard the 
Lord saying, "Let hope burst forth within you, releasing a continual joy. 
Don’t give up in times of trouble, but commune with God at all times. I am 
Jesus restoring and renewing you.”  Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.  (Romans 12:12) 
 
These words perfectly describe what takes place in Habakkuk's life as he 
moves from lament to joy.  Over the next 21 days, we will experience that 
same journey in our own hearts.  We will find that God loves it when we 
come to Him with our questions, and He miraculously fills us with hope 
and joy in believing.   
 
My hope and prayer is that you will make this daily devotional a part of 
your life over the next 21 days, and that we will all be strengthened in our 
faith as we pray Habakkuk's prayer!   
 
Happy New Year!  
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Tom  
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HOPE IN GOD’S MIGHTY WORKS 
Habakkuk 3:1-15 

 

Week One 
January 3-9 

 

Corporate Prayer Gatherings 
Tuesday, January 5—7:00-8:30 pm 

Thursday, January 7—10:30 am-12:00 pm 
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Day One 
 

A PROPHET’S DIARY 
by Tom Herbert 

 

How long Lord, must I call for help?  (Habakkuk 1:2) 
 

In order for us to completely understand the context of this year’s devotional, we need 
to peek into the diary of the prophet Habakkuk.  He was living in times very similar to 
our current climate here in the United States.  We don’t know Habakkuk’s age when 
he wrote this book, but we do know that he probably grew up under the reign of King 
Josiah.  Under his reign, Josiah brought incredible reforms to restore worship to the 
one true God among the people of Judah and a great revival took place (2 Kings 22-
24).  King Josiah was put to death by Pharaoh Necho II in 609 BC.  Approximately 12 
years later, the Babylonians moved swiftly across the region and laid siege on Jerusa-
lem.  The book of Habakkuk was written sometime in between when King Josiah died 
and the siege. 
 

After King Josiah’s death, King Jehoiakim rose to the throne; but he was a puppet in 
the hands of the Egyptians.  Unfortunately, the revival that had taken place under King 
Josiah did not continue to the next generation.  It is into this storyline that we get a 
glimpse into the diary of Habakkuk.  Within the pages of this book, we see both the 
faithfulness of God and what faithful living before God looks like for the believer when 
life is turned upside down and catastrophe strikes.   
 

As we begin 2021, the world has endured a catastrophic virus that has caused the 
death of over one million people.  In the midst of the virus, persecution of Christians 
and Jews has risen to an all-time high around the world and the battle lines have been 
drawn by progressive liberals who do not want faith to have any role in modern gov-
ernance.  Many people, like Habakkuk, have a sense that the judgement of God is at 
the door. 
 

How will we respond?  The book of Habakkuk speaks loudly from history into our 
day.  He began his lament by crying out, “How long, Lord, must I call for help?”  The 
final verses end with a declaration that says, “The Sovereign Lord is my strength; He 
makes my feet like the feet of a deer, He enables me to tread on the heights.”   
 

My prayer for our FCC family is that we will dig deep into the caverns of our heart and, 
when needed, lament before the Lord.  My prayer is that we would truly learn more 
about the faithfulness of God and also examine our own faithfulness to God.  And fi-
nally, my prayer is that we would join the powerful declaration of the prophet of old as 
we live in the reality that God is our strength!   
 

We have ordered ten copies of the parable Hinds’ Feet on High Places and placed them 
in the bookstore in the back of the sanctuary.  I believe that for some this book could 
be transformational during this corporate prayer and fasting.   
 

Let me close this opening devotional with the following quote from the book: “O Shep-
herd, you said you would make my feet like hinds' feet and set me upon High Places".  
"Well", he answered "the only way to develop hinds' feet is to go by the paths which 
the hinds use.”  ― Hinds’ Feet on High Places by Hannah Hurnard 
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Day Two 
 

MEMORY VERSE 

 

 

I see God moving across the deserts from 

Edom, the Holy One coming from Mount 

Paran.  His brilliant splendor fills the heav-

ens, and the earth is filled with His praise. 

(Habakkuk 3:3) 
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Day Three 
 

FILLED WITH AWE 
by Tom Herbert 

 

 I have heard all about you, LORD, and I am filled with awe by the amazing 
things you have done… (Habakkuk 3:2) 

 
The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines awe as “an emotion variously com-
bining dread, vernation, and wonder that is inspired by authority or by the 
sacred or sublime.” Throughout our lives there are many people, places or 
things that inspire awe and wonder.  Whether it is a double rainbow after a 
powerful storm, an amazing feat of athleticism that defies gravity, or any oth-
er awe-inspiring event; there is a capacity within the human heart to long for 
the emotion of awe and wonder.   
 
Recently, my sister, who lives in rural Kentucky, found an old cemetery on 
their family farm.  The oldest tombstone dates back to 1786, and from their 
research it appears there are multiple generations of that family who lived on 
that land for close to 100 years. This discovery has inspired not just an emo-
tion of awe but also a hunger to research and discover the history of this fami-
ly and how they came to live there.  They plan to visit the local library, county 
courthouse and other places to try and piece together the whole story.   
 
Habakkuk was filled with wonder when he began to see the full picture of 
what God had done for the people of Israel.  In judgement and in mercy God 
had done mighty works for His people and that moved Habakkuk to his knees 
in prayer.   
 
The Lord spoke to the prophet Malachi and said, “The purpose of my cove-
nant with the Levites was to bring life and peace, and this is what I gave 
them. This called for reverence from them, and they greatly revered me and 
stood in awe of my name.”  (Malachi 2:5).  Even God’s covenant had a pur-
pose to inspire awe in the hearts of men!  
 
As we begin the new year of 2021, let us take time to remember the amazing 
things that God has done and allow the fear of the Lord to have its rightful 
place.  May we honor the Lord and be filled with awe once again at His great-
ness and worth.   
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Day Four 
 

THE RESET 
by Jan Mattson 

 

 Lord, I have heard of Your fame; I stand in awe of Your deeds, Lord.  
Repeat them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath  

remember mercy.  (Habakkuk 3:2) 
 
Being asked to do a devotional from Habakkuk has caused me to read this 
book and the footnotes several times.  I asked God, “What do You want me to 
write?” Then I changed the question to, “What are You saying to me personal-
ly?” What has been impressed upon me is that God is always present; nothing 
ever escapes His vision; He is always in control; He is always faithful; He is 
always merciful; He is always righteous.  We say that frequently, but, when 
we enter tumultuous times, we often say, “What is going on?”  Well, our an-
swer needs to be, “I don’t know, but God does.” 
 
Today He confirmed what He was saying to me in this book when I was read-
ing Job 42: 2-3 – Job said to God, “I know that You can do all things; no pur-
pose of Yours can be thwarted.  You asked, ’Who is this that obscures my 
plans without knowledge?’  Surely, I spoke of things I did not understand, 
things too wonderful for me to know.”  Then I returned to read Habakkuk 
again and what stuck out to me was Habakkuk 3:2 – “Lord, I have heard of 
Your fame; I stand in awe of Your deeds, Lord.  Repeat them in our day, in 
our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy.” 
 
Along with the attributes of God listed above is the attribute of God as Judge. 
What does that say to me? God loves us.  How better could He express His 
love than by sending His Son to show us how to live and ultimately to die for 
our sins so we can be forgiven. He lets us go on and on as we give into our 
sinful natures, all the while wanting us to return to Him.  Wooing us back, He 
gives us one opportunity after another to repent. Are we not like Judah in its 
spiritual decline as recorded in chapters 1 and 2? God told Habakkuk what He 
was going to do – He was going to allow the vicious Babylonians to take over. 
Times like this are a time of reset (the word that started us off this year in our 
church.) This reset begins a time of learning that we need to return to God – 
it’s a time of revival.  
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Day Five 
 

BRILLIANT SPLENDOR 
by Tom Herbert 

 

His brilliant splendor fills the heavens, and the earth is filled with His praise.  
(Habakkuk 3:4) 

 
I don’t know that I have ever heard anyone say that January is their favorite 
month of the year.  In January the days are short, the temperatures are cold, 
and the wind is often bone chilling.  In January, we say goodbye to the festivi-
ties of the Christmas season and burrow in for a long winter filled with snow, 
ice and freezing temperatures.   
 
But sometimes in January, we can be pleasantly surprised by the beauty of 
God’s creation.   Imagine one of those days when the sun is shining brightly 
on a partly cloudy day and the icy snow glistens in a magical way as the sun-
light reflects off of the drifts that the winds have created.   
 
In December 2020, the Aurora Borealis, which is usually only seen in places 
like Alaska, was viewable in multiple locations across the United States.  What 
we see as beautiful is actually a violent collision between electrically charged 
particles from the sun that enter into the earth's atmosphere.  Auroral dis-
plays appear in many colors, although pale green and pink are the most com-
mon. Shades of red, yellow, green, blue and violet have been reported. The 
lights appear in many forms from patches or scattered clouds of light to 
streamers, arcs, rippling curtains or shooting rays that light up the sky with an 
eerie glow. 
 
Habakkuk’s prayer directs our hearts to see God’s beauty and splendor by 
looking up into the heavens.  All of creation declares the glory of God!  Even in 
the midst of national tragedy and personal struggle, we can see and experi-
ence the brilliant splendor of our God.  But in order to see, we must look up!   
 
Oftentimes in my life, the weight of the world and my own struggle has affect-
ed my ability to see God.  But when I remembered to look up, I am reminded 
of the brilliant splendor of my God and reminded that there is nothing He 
can’t do!  
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Day Six 
 

REMEMBERING WHAT GOD HAS DONE 
by Tom Herbert 

 

Sun and moon stood still in the heavens at the glint of your flying arrows; at 
the lighting of your flashing spear.  (Habakkuk 3:11) 

 
History was my favorite subject in high school.  Part of the reason is because I 
had a fantastic teacher by the name of Mr. Willis.  He figured out how to   
engage his students in fun and creative ways.  He truly made history come 
alive, and he challenged us to apply lessons from history to today's issues.  
When Habakkuk was overwhelmed by the reality that judgment was coming 
upon the people of Judah, he cried out in prayer reminding God of what He 
had done in the past.  In this verse, he is specifically talking about Joshua 
10:12-14:  
 

 On the day the LORD gave the Israelites victory over the Amorites, Joshua 
prayed to the LORD in front of all the people of Israel. He said, "Let the sun 

stand still over Gibeon, and the moon over the valley of Aijalon. " So, the sun 
stood still and the moon stayed in place until the nation of Israel had defeat-

ed its enemies. Is this event not recorded in The Book of Jashar? The sun 
stayed in the middle of the sky, and it did not set as on a normal day. The 

LORD fought for Israel that day. Never before or since has there been a day 
like that one, when the LORD answered such a request from a human be-

ing.  (Joshua 10:12-14) 
 
I have found that history is best understood through the understanding that it 
is HIS-STORY.  When we are facing difficult decisions or circumstances, we can 
find great hope in remembering what God has done.  God is and always will 
be our defender, and He goes to battle on our behalf against the enemies of 
our soul.   
 
Mr. Willis was my history teacher, but he was also a pretty good worship lead-
er, too!  His love for history was rooted in his love for God, because he knew 
that God is the author of history and God is the sovereign ruler over the 
affairs of men.  If you are overwhelmed by the world events or just a personal 
struggle, let me encourage you to remember what God has done and to put 
your faith in His ability to do it again.  
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Day Seven 
 

THE LOST ART OF THE LAMENT 
by Tom Herbert 

 

Lord, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, Lord.  Repeat 
them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember  

mercy.  (Habakkuk 3:1-2) 
 
Habakkuk had a lot to get off his chest!  He was angry, worried, scared, and 
just plain upset.  If you read this book from chapter to chapter (all three chap-
ters worth!), you see an honest man laying out his complaint before God.   
 
Did you know that there is a book in the Bible dedicated to complaining to 
God?  Lamentations is a collection of Hebrew poems that focuses on the grief, 
pain and suffering that came out of living in Jerusalem when it was besieged 
by the armies of Babylon and eventually captured, plundered and de-
stroyed.  Lamentations was written around the same time as Habakkuk.   
 
Lament actually means a passionate expression of grief or sorrow and by vir-
tue of their very existence within the scriptures implies that we are invited to 
pray laments sometimes, too.   
 
Several years ago, Michael Card wrote a book called The Sacred Sor-
row.  Throughout the book he helps us recover the lost art by saying, "People 
like Job, David, (Habakkuk) and even Jesus reveal to us that prayers of com-
plaint can still be prayers of faith. They represent the last refusal to let go of 
the God who may seem to be absent or worse – uncaring.  If this is true, then 
lament expresses one of the more intimate moments of faith -- not a denial of 
it.  It is supreme honesty before a God whom my faith tells me I can trust.  He 
encourages me to bring everything as an act of worship, my disappointment, 
frustration, and even my hate.  Only lament uncovers this kind of new faith, a 
biblical faith that better understands God's heart as it is revealed through 
Jesus Christ."    
 
So, do you think God likes to listen to your complaints?  Your questions?  Do 
you think God gets tired of our pestering?  I think God loves it when we come 
to Him with honest questions.  Why?  Because in most cases, God is the only 
One who is able to do something about it!  Your authentic lament before God 
will take you to a new and more intimate relationship with God.  When we 
lament, we are not showing a lack of faith nor are we lacking in gratitude for 
what God has done.  On the contrary, we are acknowledging that not all is 
well in the world, but we know Who can lead us through.    
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REJOICING IN THE LORD 
Habakkuk 3:16-17 

 

Week Two 
January 10-16 

 

Corporate Prayer Gatherings 
Monday, January 11—6:30-8:30 pm 

Tuesday, January 12—7:00-8:30 pm 

Thursday, January 14—10:30 am-12:00 pm 
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Day Eight 
 

A RIGHT VIEW OF GOD’S JUDGMENTS 
by Tom Herbert 

 

Was it in anger, LORD, that you struck the rivers and parted the sea? Were you dis-
pleased with them? No, you were sending your chariots of salvation!  (Habakkuk 3:8) 
 
Is the pandemic God’s judgement?  Many have asked this question over the past year 
as the entire world has wrestled with the COVID-19 virus.  If I am honest, this question 
is one I have asked many times as well, and I can’t give a definitive answer at this 
time.   
 
One thing is for certain, God is a righteous judge and He does execute judgment.  Paul 
began his letter to the Romans differentiating between those who choose to believe 
by faith and those who reject the truth and continue living in their own way.  He said, 
“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unright-
eousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness.”  (Romans 1:18) 
 
One of our goals when teaching our children to obey was to always provide a path of 
redemption when they failed.  For example, if we had a family rule that one of the 
children failed to obey, we would always give them a chance to redeem themselves 
and try it again.  Were they called to account for not following a family rule?  Yes.  But 
were they given a second chance?  Absolutely.  
 
In our kitchen we have a picture that says:  “In this house, we do second chances. We 
do grace, we do real, we do mistakes, we do I’m sorrys, we do hugs, we do family, we 
do love.”  Thankfully we serve a God who does second chances, too.   
 
The Bible is filled with men and women who failed God, friends and family, and yet 
God redeemed it all.  Even in His judgements God always has a path toward redemp-
tion.  Habakkuk understood this when he bowed his knees in prayer and declared that 
God’s judgments come riding on chariots of salvation.  This is why it is important that 
we have a right view of God’s judgements.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

My Deliverer Is Coming! 
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Day Nine 
 

MEMORY VERSE 
 

 

 

Even though the fig trees have no blossoms, and 

there are no grapes on the vine, even though the 

olive crop fails, and the fields lie empty and bar-

ren; even though the flocks die in the fields, and 

the cattle barns are empty, yet I will rejoice in the 

LORD!  I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.   

(Habakkuk 3:17-18) 
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Day Ten 
 

MY DELIVERER IS STANDING BY 
by Tom Herbert 

 

You came out to deliver your people, to save your anointed one.  (Habakkuk 
3:13) 

 

Rich Mullins was one of my favorite Christian musicians in my teenage years.  He 
had a tremendous ability to bring the Scriptures to life through music.  Not only 
his music but his life was a testimony of one who truly loved God with his heart, 
soul, mind and strength.   
 

The song My Deliverer Is Coming was an instant hit on the Christian music 
charts!  The powerful lyrics declared: 
 

Joseph took his wife and her child 
And they went to Africa 

To escape the rage of a deadly King 
There along the banks of the Nile 

Jesus listened to the song 
That the captive children used to sing 

They were singin' 
My deliverer is comin', my deliverer is standin' by 
My deliverer is comin', my deliverer is standin' by 

 

These lyrics are referring to the Israelites being delivered from Pharaoh, and the 
people singing songs of deliverance.  In the book of Exodus, God revealed Himself 
as Israel’s deliverer.  In chapter 6, He told Moses to go back to Egypt and tell the 
people of Israel that Yahweh will deliver them from the yoke of slavery, and that 
He would redeem them with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judg-
ment.  
 

Interestingly, Exodus 6:19 tells us that the people were so discouraged and de-
feated that they could not receive the good news of deliverance.  Oftentimes in 
our lives, we can become so burdened with life’s circumstances that we can’t hear 
the promises of God clearly either.  In those moments, let us remember the faith-
fulness of God and hear these words that Rich Mullins so perfectly captured when 
he wrote: 
 

My Deliverer is coming, I will never doubt His promise 
Though I doubt my heart, I doubt my eyes 

 

As Habakkuk faced the reality that God’s judgement was coming against the sins 
of Israel, he declared that God is and always will be their Deliverer.  I am confident 
that we shall see that God is our Deliverer in times of trial and difficulty.   
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Day Eleven 
 

HOPE IN THE LORD 
by Bill Fizer 

 

Even though the fig trees have no blossoms, and there are no grapes on the vines; 
even though the olive crop fails, and the fields lie empty and barren; even though the 
flocks die in the fields, and the cattle barns are empty, yet I will rejoice in the LORD! I 

will be joyful in the God of my salvation!  (Habakkuk 3:17-18) 
 

Have you ever had someone spoil the ending of a movie or sporting event that you 
recorded to watch later? I had used my DVR to record a big football game. I stayed 
away from all sports news so I didn’t get the final score and told everybody that I had-
n’t seen it yet. Apparently, there was someone I didn’t tell, and they blabbed the final 
score. I would have been very upset if we had lost, but I could celebrate in knowing we 
won. Regardless, I was going to watch the game. It was a bit unnerving when the other 
team scored a touchdown that put us a point down. It was third down and we were on 
our own 20-yard line with less than a minute left in the game. It appeared pretty hope-
less to me. Did we really win this game? Was someone playing a cruel trick on me? If 
we did win, then this is going to be an ending to remember! 
 

Holding my breath, I watched what I thought would be the last play of the game. What 
should have been a play for a few yards turned into a huge play!  Whoa!  What a mis-
take by the other team!  My team was in field goal range. The next play was a field 
goal that won the game! Unbelievable!  Yet, it wasn’t really unbelievable because the 
game had been over. I really didn’t have to stress over how bleak it looked toward the 
end of the game. My team had already won. I was just watching how it played out and 
was able to enjoy the game.  
 

Habakkuk is reminding us in verses 17 and18 that we have a message of hope to the 
people. When everything is shaking and mountains are crumbling, we have the mes-
sage of hope. Habakkuk shouts, “I will rejoice in the LORD! I will be joyful in the God of 
my salvation!” Hope does not mean that we should ignore what is going on around us, 
but we need to shift our focus away from the circumstances and remember Him and 
His promises. We now have the finished work of Jesus on the cross. We don’t need to 
stress over the circumstance, but rather watch with anticipation to see how He is go-
ing to play it out. 
 

As we pray today, let’s take the focus off the turmoil going on around us and place it 
on praising our God for who He is. That is why we need to see Him move in this time of 
need. Let’s remember His promises and put our trust back in Him, because the victory 
is already His. We are ready to see Him move and be a people guided by His hands.  
 

No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved 
us.  (Romans 8:37) 

 

So God has given both his promise and his oath. These two things are unchange-
able because it is impossible for God to lie. Therefore, we who have fled to him 
for refuge can have great confidence as we hold to the hope that lies before us.  

(Hebrews 6:18) 
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Day Twelve 
 

GOD DOESN’T MAKE MISTAKES 
by Betsy Villalobos 

 
Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the 

olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen 
and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Sav-

ior.  (Habakkuk 3:17-18) 
 
Though many of us have been shocked by what has happened these last few of 
months, one thing is sure:  God wasn’t surprised.  He knows all, and He knew exactly 
what was going to happen. And all that is happening and all the things going on around 
us, they are only important in relation to what God is doing. Are we thinking about 
that aspect of the events of these past few months? Are we thinking about what God 
might be doing through it all, and how He will use it to accomplish His purposes? 
 
I have had to ask myself if I have been praying as passionately for God’s will and the 
accomplishment of His purposes as I have been in praying about everything else.  
What is God doing? That’s what I want to know about and follow! If I don’t under-
stand, then I don’t understand.  But I can’t pass judgment on what I think God is doing 
or not doing.  God doesn’t make mistakes, and no one and nothing ties His hands or 
rules over Him.  His purposes will be fully accomplished in the end! 
  
We can encourage ourselves with that thought so that we won’t ever be tempted to 
think that our prayers for justice and righteousness aren’t being heard.  But rather, we 
can remember that they actually fuel God’s purposes!  And He will accomplish what 
He knows to be best, in the way He knows best.  We must release our hearts to trust 
Him fully, knowing that justice will be served, albeit in His timing.  
 
Now let me shift gears here for a second… Have you heard about the millions—yes, 
literally millions—who are coming to Christ in China and the Middle East?  It is thrilling 
and exciting!  But do we stop and think what took place before that began to happen?  
Things were not pretty, and a lot of people have suffered.  With that in mind, are we, 
in America, willing to suffer or endure whatever is necessary in order to see a move of 
God like that which will bring thousands or even millions to Christ?  Are we willing to 
give up our comfortable, secure lives if that’s what God wants to do and how He wants 
to do it in order to bring souls into His Kingdom?  
 
Do you see where I’m going with this?  We may not be able to understand what is 
happening in our little world, but God has a plan. And personally, I want to jump on 
board with HIS plan, whatever it is, whether I understand it or not, no matter how 
difficult, or even disappointing it might feel.   We must ask God what He is doing and 
where He is going, and then follow with passionate, undivided devotion.  
 
“…though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food… yet I will rejoice in the 

Lord...” 
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Day Thirteen 
 

TRUSTING GOD 
by Kathy Annis 

 
If I reflect on my early walk with Jesus, one poignant memory is the first “gatherings” 
of believers I attended.  Our worship was without music, the only accompaniment was 
a tambourine (often off beat).  In the midst of that simplistic style, we had passionate 
and lively worship.  Most of us were new believers who had recently encountered new 
life in Jesus.    
   
One song we sang still resounds in my head.  It is based on the famous verse found in 
Habakkuk 3,” …Though the Fig Tree Does Not Blossom”.  The version we sang had a 
very lively beat, and we sang with all our hearts with much enthusiasm-joyfully.  We 
were proclaiming that we would worship our King no matter what.  What we did not 
know was the depth of what we sang.  We had not yet been through some of the trials 
of life that can cause heart pain and cause resolve to weaken.  We had not yet dealt 
with the “big questions” of our faith.  But we were at the beginning of a journey with 
Jesus that would later put grit to these words.  We had not yet learned the “ways” of 
God.   
 
Understanding what caused Habakkuk to pen these words really adds depth to the 
verse.  In the first two chapters of Habakkuk, you will see the prophet question God, as 
we often do, and God’s responses.  Habakkuk had seen the awesome revival under 
King Josiah, and then subsequently watched Israel slide downhill spiritually as other 
kings reigned.  (As we see changes in our culture and the Christian world, we have 
some of the same questions.)  Habakkuk asks God how long until He brings back justice 
and morality.  The answer he receives startles him…God would be sending Israel into 
captivity of an ungodly nation – not bring a new revival.  God also proclaimed that, 
“The righteous one will live by his faith” in Habakkuk 2:4.   In context, God was saying 
that trust in Him would be the major factor in how to accept His sovereignty.   Habak-
kuk was being showed that the “ways of God” were often not our ways 
(thinking).    God revealed much more about His nature in chapter 2 to the prophet, 
but the end result was Habakkuk’s declaration in Chapter 3 – He would trust in God, 
especially when he did not understand; he would live by faith and do so rejoicing.    
 
As we look back on the past year, we must honestly say we don’t know all of what is 
happening in God’s big picture.  It is a good time to hold on to the things we know 
about God – His kindness, love, justice, judgment and faithfulness, and trust God re-
garding His ways we do not understand.  It’s a good time to join Habakkuk in his psalm 
(song) of trust and proclamation: “Though the fig tree does not blossom, and there be 
no fruit on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food; 
though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls; YET I will TRIUMPH 
in the Lord.  I will REJOICE in the God of my salvation?  Yahweh my Lord is my 
strength; He makes my feet like those of a deer and enables me to walk on the 
mountain heights!”  (Habakkuk 3:17-19) 
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Day Fourteen 
 

CONTENT IN EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE 
by Jan Mattson 

 

Though the fig tree does not blossom and there be no fruit on the vines… 
(Habakkuk 3:17) 

 
What made Habakkuk content during this time of reset, allowing him to re-
joice in the Lord when the fig trees didn’t bud and there were no grapes on 
the vines, when the olive crop failed, and there were no cattle in the stalls? 
What made him able to be joyful in the Lord is that God had told him how He 
would defeat the Babylonians in the end.  Habakkuk knew God would punish 
the people, but He would also rescue them. 
 
Today, we are living in tumultuous times with the enemy running rampant.  
But the victor is our God, and He has defeated the enemy!  We see God at 
work every day as He exposes corruption and protects those through whom 
He is working.  We see God in the increase of prayer gatherings across this 
nation as His people humble themselves and call out to Him for help – the 
beginning of a revival that by the grace of God will continue for a long time. 
Have you ever before witnessed hundreds of thousands of people from across 
this country gathered in one place praying for restoration of this nation?  
 
God has allowed us to be in a time of reset because of our wandering away 
from Him.  But He is also rescuing us for such a time as this which is ex-
citing.  And we, like Habakkuk, can say, “Lord, I have heard of Your fame; I 
stand in awe of Your deeds.  Repeat them in our day and in our time make 
them known; in wrath remember mercy.” 
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DECLARATION OF FAITH 
Habakkuk 3:18-19 

 

Week Three 
January 17-23 

 

Corporate Prayer Gatherings 
Monday, January 18—6:30-8:30 pm 

Tuesday, January 19—7:00-8:30 pm 

Thursday, January 21—10:30 am-12:00 pm 
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Day Fifteen 
 

GOD IS IN CONTROL 
by Nick Skinner 

 

Though the fig tree may not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines; though 
the labor of the olive may fail, And the fields yield no food; though the 

flock may be cut off from the fold, And there be no herd in the stalls – Yet 
I will rejoice in the Lord, I will take joy in the God of my salvation.  

(Habakkuk 3:17-18 NKJV) 
 

As I prayed and asked God for His thoughts as we join in fasting and prayer, I 
am reminded that ultimately He is in control.  God is never late; He is always 
on time.  He wants for us, His children, even when everything around us 
seems awful by sight, to still trust Him.  He is able to make everything work 
together for good for those who love Him and are called according to His 
purpose.  (Romans 8:28)   Joseph, the great example of this, knew God was 
with him when everything kept going wrong – betrayal, prison, false accusa-
tions, etc.  It says in Genesis 50:20, “But as for you, you meant evil against 
me, but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day to 
save many people alive”.  So, as we pray and fast together, let’s discover and 
find out what God’s very heart is for this season.  Things may be “out of 
whack”, “out of order”, and the blessings we thought are ours are not here 
yet.  But I believe the Lord is saying, “I am in control, I know the end from the 
beginning.  I am still working on you, child, to make you just like Jesus Christ, 
and for Me to do that there will be afflictions, trials, testings, difficulties, hard-
ships and even 21 days of fasting as part of My plan.”   
 
So, can we trust Him in the season that hurts as well as the season of outward 
blessing?  Paul leaned on the amazing secret of how this is done.  “I have 
learned in WHATEVER STATE I AM IN, to be content:  I know how to be 
abased and know how to abound.  Everywhere and in all things I have 
learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and suffer need.  I 
can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  (Philippians 4:11-13 
NKJ) 
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Day Sixteen 
 

MEMORY VERSE 
 

 

 

 

The Sovereign Lord is my strength!  

He makes me as surefooted as a deer, 

able to tread upon the heights. 

(Habakkuk 3:19) 
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Day Seventeen 
 

GOD’S DWELLING PLACE 
by Betsy Villalobos 

 

...I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.  (Habakkuk 3:18) 
 
I love this scripture! “My people will live in peaceful dwelling places, in se-
cure homes, in undisturbed places of rest. Though hail flattens the forest and 
the city is leveled completely, how blessed you will be, sowing your seed by 
every stream and letting your cattle and donkeys range free.”  (Isaiah 32:18-
20) 
 
I believe that these verses aren’t talking about things on the outside—the 
literal houses we live in. They are talking about the “places” where we are 
living on the inside, in the secret place of the Most High. That is where we 
dwell, and ultimately find peace and security and rest, places we build with 
the help of Father God, which can never be taken away, no matter what!  
  
So when everything around us is being attacked and destroyed, when we have 
lost everything—maybe even our own bodies, as has happened to many mar-
tyrs—our “dwelling places” can’t be touched. They have been secured for us, 
and can never be lost! 
 
Matthew 7:24-27 teaches us about the importance of building our house on 
the rock. You know… just like the story of The Three Little Pigs. Am I right?! Do 
you remember that story? The first two pigs didn’t do such a great job of 
building their houses, and they were destroyed by the wolf, who consequent-
ly ate those two little pigs (according to the original version). But the third pig 
built his house, or “dwelling place”, of brick, and when the wolf came and 
tried to blow it down, it didn’t collapse.  
 
That’s what we are doing when we spend time with the Lord, when we read 
and meditate on the scriptures, when we fellowship with other believers. We 
are building a “dwelling place” that is un-collapsible, where we ultimately 
reside with Jesus. Nothing the enemy does can ever bring it down. 
  
Are you preparing for an insecure future by creating your secure dwelling 
place in Him? When you have a few minutes, prayerfully read Psalm 46. It will 
strengthen your confidence in Him and the absolute assurance of an inde-
structible, permanent residence with Him. 
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Day Eighteen 
 

YET 
by Becky Pearson 

 

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior. 
(Habakkuk 3:18) 

 
“Yet” is a powerful word. It signals a point of decision. Habakkuk has spoken 
some very challenging words about God and how dismal life can look. Yet – 
nevertheless or in spite of that – Habakkuk invites us to choose with him to 
rejoice in the Lord. Even though our earthly circumstances look bleak or hope-
less, we can choose to embrace the joy in knowing our God is Sovereign and 
trusting in His purposes for our lives. Remember verse 13 that says, “You 
came out to deliver your people, to save your anointed one.”  God loves us 
with an everlasting love that pursues us continually.  His goodness and mercy 
follow us all the days of our lives!  
 
Our focus cannot be on self, our families, or what is happening in our nation. 
Yes, we are aware of what is going on, YET (nevertheless, in spite of that) we 
can choose to focus on the Lord, rejoicing in who He is. For me, this might be 
turning off the news report, praying in the night instead of allowing my mind 
to race about what is going on, or reading the Bible instead of mentally/
emotionally escaping life through playing games on my phone. He is still on 
the throne, and His steadfast love for us endures forever! God knows that 
when we focus on Him, hope, faith, peace and joy arise within us.  What diffi-
culties are you and your family facing today?  What seems hopeless or over-
whelming at work or in your relationships?  Take a few moments and medi-
tate on the Lord. Now choose to rejoice in Him by declaring His greatness in 
and over your life, trusting in His love for you! 
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Day Nineteen 
 

ROCK SCRAMBLING 
by Becky Pearson 

 

The Sovereign Lord is my strength; He makes my feet like the feet of a deer, He 
enables me to tread on the heights.  (Habakkuk 3:19) 

 
This past June, my children and I, along with Caleb Herbert, visited my sister in 
the Colorado. One of the days we went “rock scrambling” up a rocky mountain. 
Most of us stayed together, slowly and cautiously making our way up and over 
the boulders. Dalton and Caleb, on the other hand, swiftly bounded from rock 
to rock and confidently climbed to places I was too fearful to go.  
 
As I look at this verse in Habakkuk, I long to be like Dalton and Caleb who confi-
dently conquered the mountain. No matter what the world or the enemy may 
throw in front of me, I want to tackle and overcome any obstacle. But the key 
to this is in the beginning of the verse, “The Sovereign Lord is my strength.”  
God is Sovereign – the supreme authority and is ultimately in control. Nothing 
is bigger, stronger or greater than Him. And He is the source of our strength. It 
is only when we put our confidence in Him and not ourselves that we are able 
to have feet like the deer. 2020 was a year that God revealed areas in my life 
(and I’m sure in many others too) where I did not trust Him fully. As I look to 
2021, one of my prayers is for an increase in trust in the Lord and in His mighty 
strength. I encourage you too, to ask the Lord where there is doubt and for 
Him to make all our feet like the deer, so we can tread on the heights together 
for the Glory of God! 
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Day Twenty 
 

WELL...I DO DECLARE! 
by Tom Herbert 

 

The Sovereign Lord is my strength; He makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 
He enables me to tread on the heights.  (Habakkuk 3:19) 

 
Recently, Judy and I were watching a tv show, and one of the characters was a 
girl from the south who had a traditional southern accent.  At one point, she 
said the classic one liner "Well, I do declare!"  Even as you read the words on 
the page, you can probably hear a voice in your head saying the same words. 
 
In the final verses of Habakkuk 3 we see the conclusion of this powerful pray-
er.  Almost on a dime, Habakkuk switches from lament to declaration.  Even 
though things are not the way he wanted, he made a declaration that the 
Lord would be his strength and would enable him to overcome.  If he was 
from the south, you could almost hear him say, " Well, I declare!"  
 
Habakkuk was most likely a priest in the house of the Lord, and under the Old 
Covenant part of their role was to stand in the presence of the Lord and de-
cree and declare the word of the Lord regardless of the circumstances.  This 
was his responsibility to offer sacrifices before God on behalf of the peo-
ple.  Under the New Covenant, we are priests as well!  And you are living 
stones that God is building into His spiritual temple. What’s more, you are 
His holy priests. Through the mediation of Jesus Christ, you offer spiritual 
sacrifices that please God. (1 Peter 2:5) 
 
What a privilege we have been given to offer spiritual sacrifices as priests!  If 
we can relate to the lament of Habakkuk, then let us also learn to relate to his 
decree and declaration.  We understand that this is not some magical formula 
to twist God's arm to do something for us.  Rather it is simply our new nature 
as royal priests declaring the truth about the God whom we serve!   
 
Let's practice with the words that Habakkuk spoke!  Ready?  We declare with 
one voice:  "The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my feet like the 
feet of a deer, he enables me to tread on the heights."  Amen! 
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Day Twenty-One 
 

EMBRACE 
by Tom Herbert 

 
The Sovereign Lord is my strength.  (Habakkuk 3:19) 

 
Judy and I love to watch Hallmark movies!  Our kids think those kinds of movies are 
weird, so we usually wait until no one is home to watch them.  Actually, I can't really 
argue with them because every movie ends the same as the couple fall in love and have 
one kiss as the camera pans away to the movie credits.  I think that is part of the reason 
we like the movies is because we know the end is going to be "warm and fuzzy."  Life is 
not a Hallmark movie!  We know that is true, but regardless of what is happening in our 
lives we can choose to trust in the Sovereign God to be our strength.   
 
Interestingly, the name Habakkuk means "embrace."  It is very possible that he lived to 
witness the fall of Jerusalem to Babylon in 586 BC and either died in the siege or was 
taken into exile with many of his brothers and sisters.  There are other books of the Bible 
that give us insight into this time in history including Nahum, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, 
Lamentations and later Daniel and Ezekiel.  We know that it truly was a very painful and 
difficult season for the people of Israel.  After 70 years of exile, the Lord raised up King 
Cyrus – an unbelieving King – to deliver the people from their exile.  But during dark days 
of exile, God moved mightily through people like Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego, Jeremiah and many others.   
 
The definition of embrace as a noun is "an act of holding someone closely in one's 
arms."  We don't know what happened to Habakkuk, but I think it is fair to assume that 
he learned to live his life in the embrace of God regardless of the situation.  Ancient 
church tradition tells us that Habakkuk was alive during the captivity and actually wrote 
a letter of encouragement to Daniel when he was imprisoned by King Nebuchadnezzar.  
We don’t know for sure if this is true, but if it is then we can be assured that not only did 
Habakkuk remain faithful to God in the midst of great trial, but he was a blessing to Dan-
iel as well.   
 
May we also walk in the depth of relationship with God to know and experience His 
embrace and to train our hearts to hold God closely in return.  Let the embrace of God 
be a lifetime of discovery as we make Him our strength.   
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