Week 1: Read - LOVE
The most famous “Love” Bible verses are usually found in 1 Corinthians 13. We hear it at weddings often but have you
ever evaluated yourself while reading these words? Please read the following verses and when finished rate yourself
from 1-10 on how you live each description of love. Example: How do you rate yourself with patience? Write down in
journal.
"Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.” 1 Corinthians 13:4-8
After rating yourself with each description above take a moment and talk with God. Thank him for these attributes.
In what ways do you need to love better? Is there anybody we need to ask forgiveness to?

Read the following insert from the book Barbarian Way by Erwin McManus
Anyone who chooses the barbarian way will learn quickly that love and sacrifice cannot be separated. This is perhaps
why so many of us who know love fear love. We know that love is not the absence of pain. If anything, love is the promise
of pain. No one has loved more deeply than God. Has anyone ever been more betrayed? God would not know suffering if
He did not know love. But because He is Love, He chose to suffer on our behalf. Without love there is no glory in
suffering.
The suffering of Christ glorifies God because it elevates love. Compelled by love, God would go where He knew suffering
was certain. Love always moves to sacrifice, which is exactly where He calls us to go. We shouldn’t be surprised, then,
that to follow Christ is to abandon the luxury of safety and security. If we are to be like Him, we must always risk for
love. We are invited to follow Him with reckless abandon. The call of God is more than a leap of faith; it is a life of faith.
Even when it seems beyond our abilities, we should not be surprised when God tells us to jump.
-Erwin McManus
Take a couple minutes and journal your thoughts…..
Love can be hard. It takes risk. It takes obedience.

Answer the following:
1
2

How can you let Christ’s love for you soak deep into your soul so that you’ll want to love as he does?
In what ways do you need to risk in order to love?

Week 1: LIsten - LOVE
Get somewhere alone and watch this video. Allow God to speak to you in this moment.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xx0d3R2LoU
After the video: Take a few minutes and write down your thoughts after listening to this song. How is God
talking to you in this moment?

Answer the following:
1) How has God chased after you or how are you seeing him chase after you currently?
2) What does this say about love?
3) Write down words that describe God’s love for you?
4) Who do you need to love today? How will you love them today?

Encouragement: Re-watch the video/song again and enjoy God’s love for you. Then go and
do likewise.
1 John 4:19-20 We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and
hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen
cannot love God whom he has not seen.

Week 1: BE - LOVE
Read the following verses:
James 2:14-17
14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that
faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of
you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for
the body, what good[a] is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
When God challenges, encourages, and/or convicts us we must move forward and act in obedience.
This is a time to move and LIVE out our LOVE for others.
Please take one or all of the following challenges below:
1) Take 10 pennies to work with you and place in a pocket. Throughout the day your goal is to
encourage or serve somebody. Every time you do this please place one penny into your other
pocket. At the end of the day you should have all 10 pennies into your opposite pocket. Imagine if
we each had this goal every day. How would our love look different?
2) God calls us to meet together. Pray for God to reveal somebody that you have not connected
with in a long time or maybe somebody you have never connected with. Call them and set up a
time to meet for coffee or lunch. Be intentional to LISTEN to their story.
3) Love takes risks. Forgiveness is sometimes hard and risky. Is there somebody that you need to
forgive in your life? Is there somebody that you need to ask for forgiveness? Will you risk this
week and do one of the following?
Go and Be Love!

