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a Word from our Principal
Dear St. Joan of Arc Community,
One of our teachers showed me the coolest differentiation activity last week. It was a
TicTacToe board with nine activities, one in each box. Students were to choose any
three of the activities forming a TicTacToe row. Besides being a fun activity, such a
set-up allows teachers to instruct an individual student, “Why don’t you make sure to
include this box in your row?” Such an encouragement can challenge a student by
building on their strengths and shoring up their areas for growth. This kind of activity
speaks to the heart of differentiation, wherein a teacher uses their knowledge of
individual student’s strengths and growth-areas to help maximize that child’s
learning.
As you read through this month’s SHIELD, know that we’re excited to share with you
so many good things happening in our school. Of course, there’s much more
happening than we can share in a few brief pages, but my team and I wanted to give
you a taste of the wonderful things happening at SJA.
At last Friday’s Coffee with the Principal, I had the pleasure of speaking with a
number of parents about various aspects of the school. In response to one of their
questions, I spoke about our “Catholic educational mission” here. We are, obviously,
at the most basic level, a school. What we offer is education. But we’re not just any
school. We’re a Catholic school, an apostolate of a Catholic parish, and a great one at
that. What we offer is education through a Catholic lens. That makes our work here
more than just a job, but instead a ministry. We are educating the youth of the next
generation, and not just educating their minds, but forming them into saints,

servants, and scholars. Father Hertzfeld’s letter in this issue explores what it means to
be a Catholic school; the articles from different parts of the school bring that meaning
to life.
As we celebrate Catholic Schools Week this week, the school wants to thank all the
members of our parish family who make it possible for this Catholic educational
mission to succeed - God’s blessing on you and yours!
Sincerely,
Gabriel A. Jakubisin
Interim Principal

Preschool Highlights

By Marissa Spader, Bri Staffan and Emily Kinsey

The SJA Preschool 2019-20 school year, has been fantastic so far. If you didn't know,
our preschool program has three different classrooms that provide both half day and
full day options. In each classroom, we provide an environment where each student
can grow socially, emotionally, academically, and become a closer friend to Jesus. We
offer developmentally appropriate and differentiated curriculum in a structured
classroom setting to serve the broad range of needs and interests of our emergent
learners.
Each week our students enjoy art class, time in the gymnasium, library time, and
music and movement classes. Some of the highlights of our year thus far include a
field trip to Gust Brothers Farm, a Father/Student pumpkin carving event, a visit from
Saint Nicholas, as well as our annual Christmas program. We are looking forward to
more exciting events as the school year continues, such as our rain forest unit and
our spring field trip.
We strive to provide a caring and nurturing environment where children can learn,
explore, and establish a strong foundation for their future education.

Kindergarten - a Magical Milestone
By Rachel Maran and Jenna Shinaberry

Kindergarten is a magical milestone in a child’s life. We are blessed to get to help
children develop a love of learning, and a fundamental part of that learning is a passion
for reading. Here at SJA reading is a large focus of our kindergarten program. Each
young learner develops at their own pace, and it is our job to determine how best to
support their reading development. Through observation, small group work, and a
variety of assessments we are able to address each child’s individual needs. One
program we use to evaluate and track a student's reading growth is STAR Reading. This
program provides literacy assessments that we can track and monitor throughout the
year. Our students are always excited to complete these assessments on the
computers and track their own progress. The students are able to show their level of
comprehension as they work to master reading fluency.
In Kindergarten we work to keep reading fun and engaging. Through whole class goal
setting the students work as a team to earn book points and reach the class goals. We
have had fun earning our rewards such as crazy sock day, ice cream sundae parties,
show and tell and Popsicle parties! The best part is that with each goal met there is a
sense of success and ability for each child.
Through reading our students become authors, writers, scientists, creators and
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First Grade Scientist of the Week
By Lori Koepfer and Amy Switlickk
Koepfer and Amy Switlick
The students in first grade at St. Joan of Arc have
the opportunity to share their scientific
knowledge with their peers by sharing an
experiment as Scientist of the Week. Students
research a science topic of their choice, and
along with a parent, teach their classmates
through a hands-on activity. This year,
experiments have taught us about chemical
reactions, color mixing, volcanoes, static friction,
thaumatropes (optical toy), and Newton’s Laws
of Motion. Other experiements involved making
lava lamps and standing on eggs without
breaking them. The students look forward to
teaching their peers something new. Scientist of
the Week is definitely a highlight of first grade!

From Our Pastor

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Koepfer and Amy Switlick
Archbishop J. Michael Miller of Vancouver in
an article on the website catholiceducation.org
lists five essential marks of Catholic schools.
These marks are the ideal toward which every
Catholic school should strive. Ever so briefly, I
summarize them here for our own better
understanding of our parish school’s mission.
First: The Catholic school is inspired by a
supernatural vision. This means its purpose is
not just to help students become good and
contributing citizens of this world, but also to
fulfill their destiny by becoming saints. Thus
the Catholic school “forms the whole child and
seeks to fix his or her eyes on heaven”.
Second: The school is founded on a Christian
anthropology. Anthropology in this sense
means an understanding of the human
person as being made in the image of God
and the light of Christ. Such an understanding
results in the proper formation of the student
in every respect. Christ, as Son of God and
perfect man, is both the model and the means
of our formation. Without a proper
anthropology, we fail to grasp the meaning
and purpose of life.
Third: The school is animated by communion
and community. The Catholic school must be
a community of faith in four areas: (1)
teamwork among all those involved (parents,
pastor, teachers, principal, etc.); (2)
cooperation between educators and bishops
(whose role is to ensure the viability and
availability of Catholic education as well as to
ensure faithfulness to Christ); (3) the
interactions of students with teachers, and (4)
the school’s physical environment, which
includes things like devotional art as well as
prayer integrated throughout the school day.

Fourth: The school must be imbued
with a Catholic worldview throughout
its curriculum.This means that every
topic must be permeated with
reason enlightened by faith. It also
means that education in the moral
virtues takes place alongside
education in the intellectual ones.
Fifth: The Catholic school must
possess a love for wisdom and a
passion for truth. Not all that is true
is worthy of our attention. Wisdom
discerns what is important and what
is not. These days, however, the
truth itself is threatened in that some
claim we can have no certain
knowledge of anything. In the
Catholic school we accept the basic
fact that truth is knowable by the
human person, while simultaneously
discerning which elements of our
knowledge hold the greatest
importance.
I’m proud of the efforts we make at
our parish school to live up to the
above essential marks. I offer
personal thanks to our families,
teachers, administrators, women
religious, and volunteers who make
this happen. May God bless our
continued labors!
In Christ,
Fr. Hertzfeld

Middle School - Grades 4 and 5
By Stacey Tolbert

St. Joan of Arc middle school students have
been engaged in numerous projects,
experiments, and creative responses to
learning. They have also participated in
exciting field trips to the Valentine, a grocery
store project, and the 5th Grade Giving Tree
project.
Social Studies, focusing on Ohio history in the
4th grade and Ancient Civilizations of the
Western Hemisphere in 5th grade, has been
the home of creative projects from
advertisement poster boards for South
American locations to playwriting and
costume creation. Not to be outdone, Science
class has seen individual student research
presentations on diseases to support a 4th
grade Health unit and homemade instruments
made from scrap materials for a 5th grade
unit on Sound. Off campus, 5th graders
explored local grocery stores in groups to
determine the nutritional value of many
different products. Using the information
gained from this field trip plus using what they
have learned in class, the students designed a
kid’s menu for their own restaurant! They
researched kid-friendly, healthy entrees, side
dishes, appetizers, drinks and desserts. Then,
using a menu maker website, they designed
their own kid’s menu. Care to try rainbow
veggie kabobs or apple monsters at Fire and
Ice Diner?
Keeping things concrete and creative, middle school
language arts has utilized music to increase reading
fluency. Reading and singing song lyrics is a scientifically
proven method to increase fluency in the 4th grade. Online
games have been used to reiterate critical grammar
concepts. In the 5th grade, students researched and
presented information on Christmas around the world to
explore their own family histories. Students brought in
cultural foods, decorations, and other unique items as they
presented information to their peers. Students discovered

how the Christ child is honored in each
country and demonstrated learning in their
presentations.
Math students are surrounded by
differentiated instruction on a daily basis.
On Monday, Wednesday & Friday, for the
last half hour of class, students work in
Math circles. They are divided into groupsworking with the teacher, working together
or working independently. If a particular
problem has students stumped from two of
the tables that don’t have access to the
teacher, they have two “golden tickets” to
ask for aid from a teacher. This allows the
students to challenge themselves and to

work together cohesively to find an
answer.
Our 4th and 5th grade students are both
challenged with enrichment opportunities
and provided with differentiated activities to
reach mastery of standards. We look forward
to more exciting lessons and learning this
year!

SJA Junior High
By Marianne Baker

Junior High now includes grades six,
seven, and eight which has made for an
exciting year at this end of Wing B! Having
an opportunity to really get to know our
students over a three year period will
greatly enrich the educational experience
for both students and teachers.
Our schedule this year includes Genius
Hour, and the seventh graders are
especially enthusiastic about the projects
they created. Students worked in groups
to create board games based on a unit of
study of their choice from the year thus
far. Utilizing key terms, themes, and
concepts, students created games on a
variety of topics including the Holy Family,
Ancient Greece and Rome, animal
habitats, and the novel The Outsiders. A
Chutes and Ladders style game called
“Race to the top of Mount Olympus” and a
Clue style game based on The Outsiders,
are examples of how students showcased
their creativity! The project included a
writing component with all rules and
directions for playing. Students really got
into the process of designing the board
games and are looking forward to playing
some of the games with fourth graders.

As a result we now have a greater choice of
games to play during our indoor recesses
this winter!
In Language Arts, sixth graders are studying
types of poetry then creating their own
poem for each type. An individualized poetry
book will be the culmination of this unit.
Seventh graders are reading the Anne Frank
story in play form, complete with character
readings in costume and group skits. Eighth
graders will be focusing on writing a crosscurricular research paper on a topic related
to the Civil War. Topics are student driven
and will enhance their unit on the Civil War in
Social Studies.
Another collaborative project on the horizon
is Science Fair. Students learn all about the
scientific process as they gather data to test
the hypothesis they created. Learning the
difference between dependent, independent,
and control variables gives them a deeper
understanding of how to reliably test a
hypothesis. This project also includes a
writing component as students zero in on
utilizing APA style writing.
Junior High students are actively engaged in
learning across the curriculum in a
supportive environment as they work toward
becoming saints, servants, and scholars!

Upcoming Events

Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper February 25
Come and share in the fellowship as we
share a meal in His name on Tuesday,
February 25, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. in the
Atrium. What is Shrove Tuesday? Shrove
Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday. It
is the day before Lent. It is a reminder that
God’s people are entering the Lenten season
of fasting and self-denial.
Crepes, ham and scalloped potatoes will
be served, and hot dogs for the children. Old
palms will be collected and disposed of
properly by our boy scouts. A freewill
offering basket will be available as you exit.
You will be able to pick up your collection box
for 40 Cans for LENT after supper.

Ash Wednesdays
Masses
February 26
8:30 - All School Mass
12:00 Noon
7:00 p.m.

K of C Fish Frys
5:00-7:30 pm
March 13
March 20
March 27

Liturgical and Office Schedule
Weekday Mass:
Monday - Friday
Weekend Masses:
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

8:30am
5:00pm
7:30am
9:30am
11:30am

Holy Days of Obligation
Please check the bulletin or call the
parish office for times

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Fri - 7:30am
Sat 3:45 - 4:45pm
Rosary
Monday - Friday
8:00am
Sunday
9:00am
Parish Office
(419) 866-6181
Fax: (419) 866-6142
Monday - Friday
9:00am - 4:30pm
School Office
(419) 866 - 6177
Fax: (419) 866-4107
Monday - Friday
8:00am - 4:00pm

