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Created in God's Image

 We are made in the image and likeness of God,
so all of us have a family resemblance with God
and with one another. (Now that’s a thought!)
God is Trinitarian, a community of Father, Son,
Spirit in a relationship that is so intimate that
God is not three but one. God is THE Community.
When creating, God made the building block of
life perfect relatedness, perfect love. Thus all 

creation is a community; it’s in our DNA. We live in a relational world of intricate
interdependent systems that resemble the Trinity. 
           Now that’s a lot to take in, so let’s use a few metaphors. What is your name for God?
Who is God for you? (It’s not just me asking. Jesus asked, “Who do you say I am?”) I’m going
to share a few that you can find in the book The Divine Dance: The Trinity and Your
Transformation. 
Ultimate Participant – God is involved in the good and the painful, totally interested in
every person and created being.
Life Energy – God is the Life Energy between each and every person and created entity.
Fountain Fullness (St. Bonaventure) – The flowing of divine love never stops; it’s an eternal
pattern.
Round Dance – (Greek Fathers) – The theological term perichoresis suggests the circling
around among the persons of the Trinity in perfect “step” of loving reciprocity, intimacy,
each glorifying the other.
 
           Every century has its names for God. Aristotle started with the Unmoved Mover. Did
you know that the name “Trinity” never appeared before the third century when Tertullian
coined the word? In our millennium references to the Trinity are becoming more up close
and personal. Invoking the Holy Spirit has become more prominent since Vatican II and the
charismatic movement. Many of you may have seen the movie The Shack whose images of
God are so different from the divine being with a white beard sitting on a throne, a triangle,
or a shamrock.
 
          Is your head spinning with these metaphors? Then spin in the Divine Dance, and
fill yourself with God’s Life Energy. After all, you’re made in God’s image.

By Sister Valerie



 June, July, and August are great months for teachers—family time, leisure, and
professional development and preparation for the coming academic year. Here are just a
few things that teachers have done—and are probably doing right now as you read this.
 
Mrs. Jenna Shinaberry painted a coffee table and obtained a couch for flexible
seating in her classroom. She also attended Heggerty Phonemic Awareness classes and will
use these new skills in reading. 
 
Mrs. Beth Savage repurposed old books by creating classroom decorations.  Mrs. Amy
Switlick and Mrs. Lori Koepfer met to plan field trips for the little ones.
 
Mrs. Marianne Baker will be teaching more social studies classes this year and
is looking forward to teaching ancient Egypt. 
 
Mrs. Christa Monnette hails from Michigan and is new to the school. Her big smile says
she’s ready to meet new people and views the new school year as an adventure for herself
and her classes. 
 
Mrs. Mindy Boellner studied 
inclusion in the classroom to 
help students with learning 
difficulties.  She also built two 
benches to assure all students 
can reach the boards.  
 
Miss Emily Kinsey is excited  
about being a teacher aide in 
the pre-school.  
 

Excited Teachers!

The whole staff is
participating in two
professional
development days
on August 14 and
15. The topic is
differentiation.

Kid's Corner  - Make a S'more
Draw and cut out two graham crackers, a chocolate bar, and a marshmallow. On the
chocolate bar and marshmallow write a meal prayer. Place the s’more on the dinner
table or breakfast nook as a reminder to pray before eating.



Kids, don’t forget to bring your backpacks and school supplies to the 11:30
Mass on Sunday, August 18. Your backpacks will be blessed at the end of
Mass. After Mass you and your family may drop off your things in school,
meet your teacher, have something to eat from the food trucks, and have
some fun with games and face painting. Parents can receive information
about various groups by visiting tables in the gym. Hope to see everyone
there! Children attending PREP are also welcome.
 

Backpack Blessings: Welcome Back Sunday

Welcome New Parishioners!

John and Zelda Staas
Barbara Hahler

Kevin & Mary Thompson
Benjamin, Lindsey, Erin & Elizabeth Bond

 
 

Welcome Retreat for
Women

Ladies, have you heard about the retreat
for women September 21-22 here at
SJA?  If so, we hope you have registered
on the parish website or by phoning the
parish office. You’ll deepen your
spirituality through inspiring talks and
discussions with other women sharing
their faith. You’ll also have the
opportunity for weekend Mass, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, and the
chance to make meaningful friendships.
Just think! No cooking or cleaning from
Saturday 8:00 a.m. until Sunday 2:00
p.m. Instead you’ll be deepening your
friendship with God and
ultimately with your family and parish.
You’ll know yourself better and live with
a deeper sense of purpose. Giving up 30
hours is a small price for the huge
personal benefits. 

Grief Support - A New
Group Forming this Fall

 We hope to have grief support sessions
beginning in late September. Those who
participated in the past have found the nine-
week course very helpful. We use a book titled
The New Day. In the process participants accept
the reality of loss, understand the emotions of
grief, and journey toward new life all the while
growing in friendship with other
participants.
 
The group determines the dates and meeting
times.  At the moment I am looking at
Wednesdays starting September 25 and ending
November 20 so that the meetings conclude
before the holidays. Tentative times are 12:30
p.m. and 6:30 p.m. However a different day or
time is possible, according to consensus.
Meetings last about an hour. If you are
interested or if you know others who would
profit from grief support, please contact Sister
Valerie at vschneider@joanofarc.org or (419)
866-6181.



Thoughts on Helping the Grieving and Expressing Sympathy
There is never a time when the mourner “gets over it.” Time does not heal grief; it only
changes its characteristics. It may be comforting to the bereaved when you remember the
death one month, six months, one year, or two years later, as well as birthdays and 
 anniversaries.
 
We want to be supportive of those in grief at the time of death, as well as later.  Here are
some ideas taken from What to Say: 52 Positive Ways to Show Christian Sympathy to Those Who
Grieve by Carol F. Ebeling. 
 
1.   Make contact as soon as possible by going to the residence or funeral home. Say “I
am so sorry to hear of your ____’s death or “I am praying that God will give you peace.”
2.    Talk about a characteristic of the deceased person that you find in the one grieving; for
example, “I didn’t know your mother well, but I know you. You’re always compassionate. Was
your mother that way? Tell me about her.”
3.    Share a memory. “I’ll never forget the time your father was so kind to me.”
4.    Offer to do something when death is near or during the days of preparing for and
having the funeral. Don’t just say, “If there’s anything I can do, let me know.” Instead take the
initiative to mow the lawn, pull weeds, house sit, run to the store or cleaners, offer child care
or transportation.
5.    Knowing that many will bring food, pack a grocery bag with disposable paper plates and
freezer containers.
6.    Remember milestones. Example, “I am remembering (child’s name) today when school
has started. Your child was looking forward to this day.”  Or “I am remembering (child’s name).
He/She would have been graduating this week.” Don’t be concerned about dredging up old
memories and making someone cry. Survivors never forget and always grieve. Your comment
assures the survivors that you, too, are remembering even years later.
7.    Offer specific help. “I want to give you an afternoon off to pamper yourself. Here’s
bubble bath, a candle, and a magazine. I’ll care for your children any afternoon next week.”
8.    Encourage the bereaved to join a grief support group.

Prayer Garden

Have you taken the
opportunity to enjoy our
parish’s prayer garden?  The
benches are waiting for you to
sit down and have a prayerful
chat with Mary or Saint
Francis. The prayer
garden is on the side by the
rectory. Don’t let our prayer
garden be our “best kept
secret.”



Add a little bit of body text

By now we hope you have heard of the “Christ in Us” ministry, a new adventure that is
building friendships within the SJA parish. Several parishioners who have been part of
this ministry have been involved in acts of service to other parishioners “to relieve that
feeling of being overwhelmed.” Everyone needs a hand once in a while—temporarily in
need of transportation, a spouse in the hospital, an errand when you can’t leave the
house, a broken foot.
 
Perhaps because it’s summer, some calls have been for yardwork. Others have been
handyman jobs, trips to an appointment, moving furniture. The work is free. (If
professional work is required, the helpers may be able to help you find someone to
hire.)
 
So who benefits? According to the volunteers, it’s mainly those who give the service. In
conversations the helper and the recipient share and pray for each other. One helper
said, “The greatest benefit by far is feeling the connection and community that helping
someone brings.” 
 
Not everyone who has volunteered to help has had the chance, so don’t hesitate to call
the church office (419) 866-6181 or Stephen/Angie Kinsey (419) 878-2927. Give more of
your fellow parishioners that wonderful feeling of letting the Christ in us minister to the
Christ in you.

Christ in Us Ministry

Blood Drive 
November 16

The Third blood drive for SJA in 2019 will
be Saturday, November 16. For Power Red
donors to be eligible to donate, the cut off
was July 25, and for whole blood donors
the cut off is September 15.  Potential
donors can select a donation time on the
ARC website now, and you will be placed
on the “no call list.”  Volunteers of SJA will
call and confirm the time with you in
November.  If you have comments or
questions  contact Gene or Dennis at (419)
861-0161 or  emmle9735@gmail.com. 

Wisdom Day

Wisdom Day will be September 19 at St.
Patrick of Heatherdowns. Father Joe
Steinbauer will be the speaker. The day
will include continental breakfast,
prayer, ice breaker, speaker with Q & A,
lunch, a presentation by Nature’s
Nursery, prizes and awards. Donation
will remain $7.00. Reserve your place
with Gene or Dennis at (419) 861-0161
or emmle9735@gmail.com.



Add a little bit of body text

What is the Daughters of Mary organization?
The Daughters of Mary is St. Joan of Arc’s ladies group. We meet the third Monday of
every month starting at 6:30 p.m. with the recitation of the rosary. We have a different
speaker or topic every month. All women of the parish, 18 years and older, are
welcome to join in the fun.
 
Tailgate party – September 16
 After a short summer break in August, the Daughters of Mary will host a tailgate party
on September 16. This party is open to ALL members of the parish. The Knights of
Columbus will be manning the grill, cooking hot dogs and hamburgers. Everyone
attending is invited to bring a favorite tailgate food as a side dish to share.
To add to the festivities everyone all are invited to wear their favorite team colors and
decorate their cars accordingly.  This tailgate party is a great way to meet members of
the parish for fun and fellowship.
 
 Women’s Retreat – October 26 at Lial
Mark your calendars for Saturday October 26, 2019. The Daughters of Mary with the
help of St. Joan of Arc are hosting a Women’s Retreat. This retreat will be held at the Lial
Renewal Center located at 5908 Davis Road, Whitehouse, Ohio 43571. This event will
run from 9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  The topic will be Women of the Gospel. Reconciliation
and Mass conclude the day. More information will follow.

Daughters of Mary  -  Invitation to Events by Rosie Focht



Follow Us Online!
 www.joanofarc.org

Click one of the links below to get
connected to us through social media.

Liturgical and Office Schedule
Weekday Mass: 
          Monday - Friday           8:30am 
Weekend Masses: 
          Saturday Vigil                5:00pm
          Sunday                           7:30am 
                                                  9:30am 
                                                  11:30am 
Holy Days of Obligation 
         Please check the bulletin or call the
parish office for times              

Sacrament of Reconciliation
          Saturday                  3:45 - 4:45pm
    Or by appointment Monday - Friday 
Rosary - in the Chapel
           Monday - Friday            8:00am
           Sunday                            9:00am 
Parish Office 
   (419) 866-6181  Fax: (419) 866-6142
   Monday - Friday   9:00am - 4:30pm
School Office 
   (419) 866 - 6177  Fax: (419) 866-4107
   Monday - Friday     8:00am - 4:00pm

Practice Makes Catholic

Parishioners have been meeting in Tuesday morning and Wednesday
evening sessions to discuss Joe Paprocki’s book Practice Makes Catholic.
They’ve discovered some little known facts about Catholicism. Did you
know that in the ancient Church there were no Masses on Easter Sunday
morning?  Instead everyone attended the Easter Vigil. Do you know the
difference between a nun and a sister? A nun lives in a cloistered

monastery; her day is structured around the praying of the Liturgy of the Hours. A
sister is an apostolic religious; while she, too prays Liturgy of the Hours, her day is
structured around ministry such as teaching or nursing. Did you know that Ordinary
Time comes from the word “ordinal” for counting numbers? The 20th Sunday in
Ordinary Time is not some liturgical leftover from the gourmet seasons of Easter and
Christmas. Every Sunday is special. Those Sundays outside Lent/Easter and
Advent/Christmas are simply numbered for a total of 33 Sundays in Ordinary Time. You
probably know that St. Joseph is the patron saint of workers, but did you know St.
Thomas More is the patron saint of lawyers and St. Isadore the patron saint of farmers?
Participants in the book study will be the first to attest we all need to grow in our
knowledge of Catholicism. Why not get yourself a Catholic book or periodical today?

https://www.facebook.com/sjacatholicparish
https://twitter.com/sja_parish
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrxq6LERIJa00cezHetv3jQ
http://www.joanofarc.org/

