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God provides for his people by means of
the sacraments of service and the call to
religious life.  The sacraments of service
include matrimony and holy orders, while
religious life includes both contemplative
as well as active vocations.  We think of all 

Brothers and Sisters
in Christ

The Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of Easter; namely, John 10:27-30 begins “My sheep hear
my voice.” Whether Year A, B, or C, the Fourth Sunday of Easter always relates a passage
about the Good Shepherd and his sheep. Perhaps this is the reason why this Sunday
starts “National Vocations Awareness Week.” Our Church desperately needs more priests,
brothers, deacons, and religious sisters. Those who hear the Shepherd’s voice generally
also hear the invitation of someone else, who invites them to consider priesthood or
religious life.
Perhaps you’ve sometime thought, “He/She would make a good priest or sister.” Well, did
you approach that person with “Have you ever thought of being a priest?” or “I think you’d
make a good sister.” The statistics claim that that’s about all it takes for the hearer to
consider the possibility.
Regardless of one’s vocation as married, single, priest, or religious, we all need to pay
attention to the voice of God that speaks within the heart. Often create a quiet place in
the midst of the world’s distractions where you can hear the voice of God directing us.

Vocations Awareness Week May 12-18

of those vocations, and especially holy orders, on the Fourth Sunday of Easter,
traditionally known as “Good Shepherd Sunday”.  We ask God to continue to bless
our two parish seminarians, Alex and Andrew, and to pour his graces out upon those
preparing for marriage or who may be thinking of religious life. 
 
In Christ,
 
Fr. Hertzfeld



Vocation Day for Grade 6

The sixth-grade boys tried on the Roman collar for size, and the sixth-grade girls placed rings
on their left hand. Dressed for the occasion, the sixth-graders participated in a morning of
vocation awareness. Father Adam Hertzfeld and Sister Valerie Schneider led them through
activities that could prompt considering their future as a priest, deacon, or consecrated
religious. The girls added “Sister Mary” to their baptismal names and learned about the vows
of poverty, chastity (celibacy), and obedience. They asked questions about a day in the life of
a sister in ministry and community. The boys heard Father Adam’s vocation story and
completed a crossword puzzle on diocesan and religious order priests.  The morning’s
presentation on April 10 concluded with a BLT; that is, Believe, Listen, and Trust.

God's Classroom
Each year, the 6th graders extend their
classroom beyond the traditional four walls
of St. Joan of Arc. I'm sure the kids don't
view Camp Storer as "school" but the
education they receive in one short week at
camp is truly amazing! Sure the kids learned
about microscopic organisms in the pond;
how our cold-blooded friends are different
than humans; and even how to survive in
nature (check out the photo of some 6th

graders eating a worm - much braver than myself). However, the true lessons learned this
week were inspiring! Leaders emerged...self-confidence was built...encouraging words were
prevalent...Christ was present!  

A simple sign with a short, yet powerful, message
hangs in the dining room. The same sign that dressed
the wall 30 years ago when I attended Camp Storer as
a student. "I'm Third." A wonderful reminder to always
put God first, others second, and then yourself. I am
certain that the 6th graders made some awesome
memories this week but I hope they never forget to
live "third."

Follow Us Online!

Click one of the links to get
connected to us through
social media.

by Kris Witker

http://gmail.com/
https://www.facebook.com/sjacatholicparish
https://twitter.com/sja_parish
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrxq6LERIJa00cezHetv3jQ


 

 

Collaboration is defined as “working together,” and ministry is that privilege and
responsibility of the members of the Church to respond to the call and utilize his or her
own gifts.  The Holy Spirit pours out gifts to each baptized person, according to his will to
build up the Church.  In the past, the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops has
spoken of the universal call to ministry.   “The laity can also feel called or be in fact called,
to cooperate with their pastors in the service of the ecclesial community, for the sake of
its growth and life.  This can be done through the exercise of different kinds of ministries
according to the grace and charisms which the Lord has been pleased to bestow on
them.” ( CC910 )
If you are in ministry at SJA, do you feel humbled and privileged to utilize your gifts for
the building up the Church through outreach to its members and beyond the boundaries
of Church?  Ministry is self-giving in imitation of Jesus who completely emptied himself.
Collaborative ministry exists to enhance the mission of Jesus Christ.  True collaborative
ministry is commitment and reflects the mission of the Church and the Holy Trinity in a
unified spirit of giving and love according to the precepts and goals of the parish and
Church. 
          How do you think we are doing? How do you think you are doing?

Collaborative Ministry

Grief Support Group

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life” from Psalm 23 are
comforting and consoling words. 
Participating with others in the SJA
Bereavement program reinforced the
above phrase while we as a group listened,
supported, and shared our stories with
each other, recognizing our common
connection of heartfelt loss of a loved one.
There is no right or wrong way to feel, but
sharing our vulnerability in a safe
environment provided some level of
healing for all. 
A nine-week grief support group will again
be available. If you would like to participate,
please contact Sister Valerie Schneider. The
program has been beneficial as this woman
attested:  “As a member of a St. Joan of Arc
Grief Support Group shortly after the death
of my husband of 58 very happy years, I
want to recommend highly the program
used (The New Day). We were a diverse
group, 

and the method of reflection,
journaling through questions, and
discussion after was very effective. It
led us not only to be helpful to one
another, but eventually to become
good friends.” Another participant
stated: “The grief group allowed me to
share my innermost feelings with
others who were also experiencing
similar issues in a safe and supportive
atmosphere. I feel forever bonded
with this group in a very personal and
intimate way. I highly recommend this
group for anyone who is grieving.”
  
The participants may recommend the
best times and days.  Past groups
chose to meet on Thursday evenings
7-8:30 or Wednesdays at noon. These
times worked well, but your input will
make the decision. Please respond
soon so that a group may begin in
June.



In April we welcomed: 

Abimbola Fajobi

Samantha, Ryan & Asher

Haefner

Christopher, Tighe & 

Samuel Lehman

James Hill, Brittany Orovitz,

Jocelyn, & Liam 

Jayme Shirla

No Vacation This Summer!

 Before setting out of your vacation,
take time to know the nearest
churches and their Mass times.
 
Consider a day trip to the Sorrowful
Mother Shrine in Bellevue, the
Basilica and National Shrine of Our
Lady of Consolation Shrine in Carey,
the Solanus Casey Center in Detroit,
the Marian Library at the University
of Dayton, the Marian Shrine of the
Holy Relics at Maria Stein, and more!
 
Start and end every day with “Thank
you, God, for all your gifts to me,
especially for this Christian Crayola
Day colored splendidly with your
grace.”

Matthew Cohan, Carissa Labell, Gabriella & Lilianna
Ryan, Nicole, Mason, Reagan & Kaitlyn Janicki

Taylor Tripoli &  Kaitlin Beil

If you see someone you don't know sitting near you, introduce 
yourself.  It may be a friend you just haven't met yet!

So sorry, but there’s no vacation this summer.  No vacation from your Christian vocation,
that is. Your baptismal vows don’t take a three-month break. We are disciples of Jesus
24/7. So here are a few handy-dandy ways to live your baptism while soaking up the sun.

Choose three or more colors to mark
your June, July, August calendar. Plan
now in May how to make every summer
day one of Christian discipleship. First,
choose a color to mark Mass
attendance. Color every Sunday and
August 15, the feast of the Assumption
and holyday of obligation. Perhaps
challenge yourself to a weekday liturgy
occasionally, too. Then pick up another
color for extra prayer or Scripture
reading, and color some days. You may
want a third, fourth, or fifth color. What
else is important to you and your family?
Service? Good deeds? Learning? Parish
events? In the morning check the color
and try to perform the intended
practice. Make this summer your
Christian Crayola Summer!

1. 2.
 

3.

4.



Read to see how this ministry helped one
of our parishioners:
”The week that the Kinseys announced
their new ministry at St. Joan of Arc, my
husband threw his back out in the
middle of a remodeling project. Our
children all live several states away, and I
wondered how we were going to finish
our home project.  Well, the
announcement was music to my ears!
Just what I needed! God does work in
mysterious ways. In 45 minutes they had
completed three different tasks that we
were unable to do ourselves. They really
blessed us.  Thank you, Kinseys, and God
bless you. We highly recommend them.”
                          ~ Kathy and Jeff Schmakel

"Christ in Us" Ministry
The Christ In Us Ministry has served its first
five requests or needs.  We have gardened,
weeded flower beds, trimmed bushes,
cleaned out small fish ponds, ran someone
to an appointment, moved a few items
around, and organized a basement. 
Unfortunately, this was pretty much done by
one of our family of volunteers.  We have
about 50 other individuals waiting for a call. 
Please call and use this ministry in any way
that you might need.  We would love to
meet you and begin a new friendship or
rekindle an old one.  We can see this
ministry connecting widows and people who
would just like to share a visit and a cup of
coffee or tea.  The individuals who have
served us by letting us help them have been
so very kind, warm and faith-filled.  We truly
have a beautiful parish family at St. Joan of
Arc.  Please call or email and let us know
your needs: Stephen/Angie at (419) 329-
0377 or email:  skenank@msn.com

Are you receiving any vibes from the Holy
Spirit during this Easter time?  Could it be
that the Holy Spirit is suggesting that you
can help the residents of our nursing
homes to be more spiritually fulfilled by
visiting them with prayers and Holy
Communion?  We have five active nursing 

homes with visits being made on Tuesday
morning, Tuesday afternoon, Wednesday
morning, Thursday morning, and every
Sunday morning.  Talk with Gene Lesak to
discuss the possibilities that this ministry
offers.  You can contact him at (419) 861-
0161 or emmle9735@gmail.com.

Nursing Home Ministry
by Gene Lesak

Thank You!
To all  who helped make our Holy Week,

Triduum and Easter Liturgies wonderful!

 FROM ST. JOAN OF ARC CLERGY & STAFF

http://gmail.com/


Golden Apple Awards by Jackie Terrill
Recently the Diocese of Toledo announced the 2018-
2019 Golden Apple Award winners.  This year Beth
Savage, our 2nd grade teacher, was one of just nine
winners from a record amount of nominations. The
Golden Apple Award honors outstanding teachers
dedicated to the ministry of making Christ known,
loved, and served in our Catholic schools.  To obtain
this honor parents nominate, and the nominee writes
an essay about professional development, service, and
leadership. In addition to her ministry at SJA, Beth is an
adjunct professor for Lourdes University, teaching
education majors in a reading diagnosis class. She also
volunteers as a Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
instructor at St. Richard Church, Swanton.
 
A faculty member said of Beth: "I have never met a
teacher with the level of dedication that Beth
demonstrates every day. Even when facing stressful or
difficult days, Beth always is professional, sensitive and 

totally engaged with her students." A parent spoke of the children’s excitement to
learn. Another parent called her a hero not only to the daughter but to the whole
family. Another faculty member summarized why Beth deserves the honor bestowed
on her May 8 at a reception hosted by Bishops Thomas: "Several years ago, a blessing
walked through the doors of St. Joan of Arc, and we have forever been changed by
her!” 

Each year, the Toledo Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (TDCCW) sponsors a
volunteer awards luncheon for parishes affiliated with the TDCCW.  The theme this year
was “We Can do Small Things with Great Love” modeled after St. Mother Teresa.
 
Gene Lesak and Dennis Emmick were among the 25 volunteers, throughout the diocese,
who received the St. Mother Teresa Award, a gold medal with engraved images of St.
Mother Teresa.  Gene and Dennis have served St. Joan of Arc Parish for over 30 years. 
Gene coordinates the schedule for over 30 Eucharistic Ministers who visit nursing
homes each weekend and also schedules hospital and homebound visitations.  Gene
ensures that a priest is scheduled to celebrate Mass on a regular basis at our area
nursing homes. They also schedule the Red Cross Blood Donor program twice a year. 
Gene sets up the sacred vessels for daily Mass, recruits readers, and leads the Stations
of the Cross on First Fridays.   Gene also keeps track of the “morning Mass peoples' 
birthdays and schedules a monthly birthday celebration after Mass.  Gene and Dennis
exemplify words used at the awards luncheon such as charitable, care taker, consistent,
considerate, and compliant.  Our thanks to Gene and Dennis for their charitable service!

SJA Parishioners Honored at Luncheon by Judy Warntz



Second, each pound of donated food is equal to a $2.41 -  cash donation and receiving a
donation valued at over $11,190.00 is a very welcomed grace. And finally, for every 1,000
lbs. of food collected, the Council receives $100.00 from the Supreme Council and that
money is used to serve other food charities.          

Back in 2014 after the Knights of Columbus
Council #15905 was initiated, the Council
offered to sponsor a St. Joan of Arc Catholic
Community 40 Cans for Len     Collection to Fr.
Adam as a part of the sacrifice, almsgiving,
penance, and prayer formation for all Catholics
during Lent.

Beginning in 2015, boxes were assembled and
distributed to parishioners the weekend before Ash
Wednesday, at the Shrove Tuesday Dinner, and on
Ash Wednesday.  In 2015, the Council collected 2,841
lbs. of food, which was distributed Our Lady of
Lourdes, Assumption Center, and Helping Hands of
St. Louis Food Pantries.  Many parishioners
commented on how this activity really helped their
family better participate in Lent as they set aside one
can of food each day as their family’s Prayer, fasting,
and almsgiving in preparation for Easter.

This past Lent, the St. Joan of Arc Catholic
Community participated in the 5th Annual 40 Cans
for Len     Collection and overwhelmingly surpassed
the previous year’s collections.  This year, 220 parish
families donated 6,167  items totaling 4,643 lbs. of
food.   The fair market value of donated food per lbs.
is $2.41.  Our parish community supported our
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry with
$11,190.12 in food.  Some asked why we keep track
of the weight.  The answer is three-fold.  First, food
pantries can use the total weight as in-kind
donations on the grant request for funding.

           In the five years of offering this program, the St.
Joan of Arc Catholic Community, has donated 27,539
food items,  equal to 17,201 lbs. of food, at a fair market
donation value of $41,452.82.  These numbers make all
the difference to our guests who visit every Thursday in
our atrium.  Thank-you for your continued generosity
and we will see you in the fall for the Fall Harvest Food
Collection.

By Willi Meyer



Weekday Mass: 
          Monday - Friday           8:30am 
Weekend Masses: 
          Saturday Vigil                5:00pm
          Sunday                           7:30am 
                                                  9:30am 
                                                  11:30am 
Holy Days of Obligation 
         Please check the bulletin or call the
parish office for times              

Liturgical and Office Schedule

Sacrament of Reconciliation
          Saturday                  3:45 - 4:45pm
    Or by appointment Monday - Friday 
Rosary - in the Chapel
           Monday - Friday            8:00am
           Sunday                            9:00am 
Parish Office 
   (419) 866-6181  Fax: (419) 866-6142
   Monday - Friday   9:00am - 4:30pm
School Office 
   (419) 866 - 6177  Fax: (419) 866-4107
   Monday - Friday     8:00am - 4:00pm

Coming Events
Feast of St. Joan of Arc
1st Movie Night
Newcomers' Welcome Meal
Parish Pilgrimage to Carey
Farewell for Father Manoj
2nd Movie Night
Parish Picnic
Golf Scramble
3rd Movie Night

May 30
June 7      The Lego Movie
June 9
June 18    Be at the Shrine by 9:45 a.m.
June 22    Following the 5:00 p.m. Mass
July 12      Honey, I Shrunk the Kids
July 24
August 7  
August 9   Peter Rabbit

Looking for a day trip?  Join the parish’s scheduled pilgrimage to Our Lady of Consolation
Shrine in Carey, Ohio, on Tuesday, June 18. You’ll need to provide your own transportation,
but if you carpool, you may leave your car at church. Arrive at the shrine by  9:45 for a tour
of the church and crypt at 10:00. Mass follows at 11:00. Enjoy a picnic lunch in the picnic
areas (or cafeteria if it rains). Take some time to pray the outdoor Way of the Cross,
browse in the gift shop, or give yourself some extra prayer time or a chance to discuss
your faith. At 1:30 be back in church for a Litany of Mary and Benediction. Feel free to stay
as long as you like.
Please consider a Grandparent-Grandchild(ren) Day, a Parent-Child(ren) Day, a BFF Day, or
a St. Joan of Arc Community Day. There’s no better reason for a day trip than to deepen
faith with family and friends. So mark your calendar now, and plan for a memorable day.
 
There is no cost involved, but the shrine would appreciate a donation. Note: Because we
do not have an exact number of participants, we will not be buying food at the shrine.
Please bring your own food and beverages, or go to one of the many and varied
restaurants in the town.

Pilgrimage to Carey


