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All Souls Day - November 2
We have sacramentally died with Christ in baptism and will rise to eternal life through
physical death. This is the promise of Jesus, who said “I am the resurrection and the life.
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die.”
We have a birth date and a death date. What is important is every day between
these two. While people may forget birthdays and death dates, they may never forget
what we have done in the course of our lives. On the feast of All Souls, November 2, we
remember that death lends urgency to our lives. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church
states: “Remembering our mortality helps us realize that we have only a limited time in
which to bring our lives to fulfillment” (#1007). Those we liturgically commemorate on
All Souls Day are those who sacramentally died with Christ in baptism and who
completed their “dying with Christ” in physical death. Many are in heaven; others who
are still imperfect are undergoing purification so as to achieve the necessary holiness
for heaven. The Church gives the name “purgatory” to this final purification. These are
the persons for whom we offer special prayer on All Souls Day.
At the 5:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, November 2, we will remember our
parishioners who have died since last All Souls Day. Their names will be read during the
General Intercessions. A candle will burn for them, and this memento may be taken
home. Relatives are invited to a reception after Mass. On some of the weekends of
November the names of our deceased parishioners will be scrolled on the narthex
screens.

At the Principal's Desk
I want to take this opportunity in my
first SHIELD article to thank the
parishioners for their support of our
school. The parish school is a ministry of
the parish, a way it uses its resources to
fulfill its mission. Just like a Food Pantry or
Ministry to the Homebound, the school is
a ministry by which the parish seeks to
accomplish her ends, namely, a
cooperation in Christ's mission of the care
of souls. The Catholic Church has always
been a strong supporter of education and,
over and again, has promoted the
development of the whole person in the
educational context. Thus, her schools are
not just schools of theology, but of art and
music and science and literature. In short,
then, you, as a supporter of St. Joan of Arc
Parish, are a supporter of the
development of the whole person of
these youngest members of our
community.
That support shows itself in a
hundred ways. The threefold ask of the
Church for our time, talent, and treasure
plays in here, but your prayers for our
children are the most powerful. As Father
Adam said in his homily about two weeks
ago, the majority of our effort in the
salvation of souls should be in prayer.
Please lift up our students and teachers in
your daily prayers if you don't already. If,

however, you have time and talent to
spare, know that there are many ways you
can use those to support our school.
Please don't hesitate to reach out if you
are interested. In the school, we will be
wrapping up the 1st Quarter next week.
It's hard to believe that a fourth of the
year is almost over! We are still working
on implementing all the ideas that were
brought forth in the Elevate SJA initiative
begun this spring. The biggest changes
have already been put into place, like the
rearrangement of the school into a Junior
High of 6th to 8th grades, a Middle School
of 4th and 5th grades, and a Primary
School of Kindergarten to 3rd grade. Of
course, there is still the Preschool for the
delightful little ones of our school family.
Arrangements within the Junior High and
Middle School have been made to have
teachers teach to their strengths by only
teaching one or two disciplines, allowing
them to focus their professional
development to excelling in those areas.
Thank you for welcoming my family
and me into this community with open
arms. It's been a pleasure meeting many
of you at various events and I look
forward to meeting more of you over the
coming weeks and months.
Mr. Jakubisin

Turn your Leftover Halloween Candy into a Prayer
Do you hope your leftover Halloween candy does not go to waste—your
waist? Here is an idea. Write a promise of prayer on brown paper or
a brown napkin. Cover the suckers in this prayer-filled brown paper. Use
marker to add eyes. Give away your “Franciscan Friends.” Corny, right?
Well, here’s a better (maybe worse) idea: Write something “punny. “
Skittles: May your life be filled with rainbows. Butterfinger: Things go
butter because you work your fingers to the bone. Milky Way: – Your
kindness is out of this world. Give these affirming puns stapled to the
candy to coworkers or neighbors.

Why Do Jack-o-Lanterns Smile?

Jack-o-lanterns smile for at least
two reasons. The first reason is that we
would never have jack-o-lanterns if we
didn’t have the Feast of All Saints. Like the
jack-o-lantern that gives light to our
doorstep or sidewalk, the saints shine with
the light of Christ. The smile on the
pumpkin lets the light shine through, and
saints are the persons who let the light of
Christ shine through them.
The second reason is that Jesus
always has the last laugh. When Jesus died

on the cross, the devil laughed in
derision and delight. “Ha! Ha! Jesus is
dead. The devil has beaten him. Now
evil will triumph!” But on Easter Sunday
morning Jesus rose from the dead,
destroying death forever. Jesus had the
last laugh. The smile of the jack-olantern reminds us that we can smile in
triumph, too. Christ’s victory is also
ours!
Remember: Christ who is the
Light of the World also told us, “You are
the light of the world” (Mt. 5:14). Absorb
the light of Christ and let it shine!

Make our annual Harvest Festival a great community-building event. It will be, if you
are there. Dinner starts at 12:30, and games and Bounce House begin at 1:00. Pray
for good weather so that we can have the hayride this year. The parish will provide
the chicken. Would you please bring sides and desserts? Last names beginning
A-R please bring side dishes, S-Z desserts.

WELCOME TO ST. JOAN OF ARC
Emily Kinsey
Jennifer Colletti-Heil
John and Karen Toral
Mel, Pam and Avery Jackson
Nile and Alyson Kamlani
Gabriel, Lauren, Johanna, Lucille and Gabriel Jakubisin
Chong, Bernadette and Xyliana Lim
Gustavo, Priscilla, Gustavo, Andres and Sophia Caillaux

Women's Welcome Retreat

by Retreat Team and Participants

On the weekend of September 21-22 nine women led a Welcome retreat for nine
participants. Starting at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday and ending on Sunday afternoon,
the “Welcome retreat was the perfect weekend to step away from the busyness of
everyday and just be. It was a great opportunity to build my relationships with
God as well as many women from SJA.”
Several short presentations interspersed with discussion, activities, prayer,
music, and meals made the retreat “a relaxing opportunity to develop new friendships
with the other participants, take time for God and hear new Christian music.”
One participant wrote: “Small miracles happen every day and evident at the
retreat. Team members were loving, caring and friendly. Healing happens when
sharing takes place! The true love of Jesus was present.”
Another team is forming now to prepare a Welcome Retreat in the spring. If as
you read this you have even a fleeting thought about being on the team to conduct
the retreat or participate in it, one team leader encourages you: “My prayer is
that God gives you a gentle nudge to serve as He did and you say Yes either as
a Welcome Team member or a participant. You will be glad you did. The growth I
experienced is an everlasting gift.”
No time for a two-day retreat? Don’t want to miss a child’s athletic event? Good
reasons, but don’t say no too quickly. Here’s what one person wrote: “Even with
children at home (ages 9, 7, and 3 months), I was glad I committed to spend time to
deepen my faith which made me a more patient mom and wife.”

November Blood Drive

Are you eating your green vegetables and red meat to
prepare for the next St. Joan of Arc blood drive? It’s
Saturday, November 16, from 7:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.
Tablets will be available at the drive for you to sign on to the
website and use your Rapid Pass. The website is also open
now for you to select your time of donation. Or you can
contact Gene or Dennis at emmle9735@gmail.com or (419)
861-0161. Once you’ve selected a donation time, you will no
longer receive phone calls from the American Red Cross.

Pro-Life Event - November 2
Defend Life! Choose Life!
by Judy Warntz
Don’t miss the opportunity to hear Teresa
Tomeo, Radio Host and Author, who will
update us on facts of the Abortion
Industry. Peter Range, Diocesan Director
of Life and Justice will kick off our event
and will give us an overview of life issues.
Aaron Baer, President, Citizens for
American Values is a high energy speaker
who will inform us on legislative issues.
All this for only $12. Come, learn, and be

inspired! Pre-registration is $12 through
defendlifechooselife.eventbrite.com.
Sponsors (individual and company) will be
acknowledged, unless anonymity is
desired. A sponsorship is $250. For more
information, or to register in person,
contact the parish office. A light breakfast
and snacks are available. You are also
welcome to attend the 8:00 a.m. Mass.

Visiting a Cemetery

A beautiful way to remember those who have gone before us is to visit the graves.
The following is a prayer that you may want to use:
“I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
(Romans 8:38-39)
“Lord God, whose days are without end and whose mercies beyond counting,
keep us mindful that life is short and the hour of death unknown. Let your Spirit
guide our days on earth in the ways of holiness and justice, that we may serve you in
union with the whole Church, sure in faith, strong in hope, perfected in love. And
when our earthly journey is ended, lead us rejoicing into your Kingdom, where you
live forever and ever. Amen.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May they rest in peace. Amen. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.”

A number of dogs, a bird, and other animals became a little holier when Father
Adam blessed them on the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, October 4.

Line Dancing Is
coming to SJA

Didn't you smile when you read the title? On
November 9 our Second Saturday event will be
a fun filled line-dancing class for all ages in the
school gym. We will also serve a warm, fall
meal that evening as well. Our instructor,
Mary Grosse, will conduct and teach a variety
of line dances for those who are just
beginners and those who are pros. So bring
your gym shoes---or cowboy boots--and enjoy
an hour of dancing, eating, or just watching.
It’s going to be fun, so don't miss it!

The Great Pumpkin is Coming to Town
Need a song for your Halloween party? Use this one to the
melody of “Santa Claus Is Coming to Town.”
Oh, you better not shriek, you better not groan.
You better now howl, you better not moan.
Great Pumpkin is coming to town!
He’s going to find out from folks that he meets
who deserves tricks and who deserves treats.
Addisacoming
little bit
of body text
Great Pumpkin
to town!
He’ll search in every pumpkin patch,
haunted houses far and near
to see if you’ve been spreading gloom
or bringing lots of cheer.
So, you better not shriek, you better not groan,
you better now howl, you better not moan.
Great Pumpkin is coming to town!

Liturgical and Office Schedule
Weekday Mass:
Monday - Friday
Weekend Masses:
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:30 am
9:30 am
11:30 am

Holy Days of Obligation
Please check the bulletin or call the
parish office for times

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:45 - 4:45 pm
Rosary
Monday - Friday
8:00 am
Sunday
9:00 am
Parish Office
(419) 866-6181
Fax: (419) 866-6142
Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 4:30 pm
School Office
(419) 866 - 6177
Fax: (419) 866-4107
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 4:00 pm

