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Thanksgiving
Community dinner
Thursday, November 28, 2019
Dinner begins serving at 11:30 a.m.
and continues through 1:30 p.m.
All are Invited to our 11th Annual
Thanksgiving Dinner, this year in the
Atrium for the first time! Do you know
someone who will be eating alone this
Thanksgiving? Invite them to come
with you. This free dinner is for anyone
who wishes to have some food and
fellowship on Thanksgiving.
Thanks be to God!

Defend Life - Choose Life

by Judy Warntz

Around 80 people were in attendance on Saturday, November 2, to hear presentations
by Peter Range, Aaron Baer, and Teresa Tomeo. All three speakers spoke of the dignity of
the human person because we are made in the image and likeness of God. There are
many elements which comprise the right to life stance, including our First Amendment
rights to freedom of religion; Christian beliefs that all life is sacred; and the legislative
efforts of many pro-life liaisons.
The abortion industry language influences the minds of many who do not embrace our
God-given dignity. Science has proven that life begins at conception, and it truly is a
miracle of life.
“Reproductive rights” makes no sense because there is nothing
reproductive about abortion. Abortion dehumanizes the victim to a “blob of tissue.”
Would one kill a six-month old baby if it were poor or lacked the ability to develop? Roe vs
Wade allows the killing of a baby in the womb up to 9 months of pregnancy. Statistics show
that the black race has had the highest percentage of abortions. Planned Parenthood
typically locates its facilities in black communities.
But because of the faithful resistance of many Christians, positive results can be
measured as the abortion rate in the State of Ohio has decreased by 31% since 2008.
Heartbeat of Toledo, Pregnancy Centers (which number more than abortion clinics),
Foundation for Life, Citizens Community Values, Catholics for Freedom of Religion, and the
relentless efforts of many faithful Catholic/Christian people and organizations have
continued to raise the flag in defense of the unborn. The prayers of many faithful
Christians have made an impact on saving the lives of the unborn and allowed hearts to be
changed.
So what can you do? Pray and stay informed and listen to the truth that is being spoken
in the name of life. Educate your families and support pro-life organizations.
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Anthony, Jennifer, Aidan and Justus Ruiz
Michael, Kathleen and Dylan Mooney
Spencer and Kellsey MacQueen
Donald Lemle
Patrick Gallagher, Ashley Anton, Blake and Raegan
Gladys Shirey
Susan Engel
Vincent and Christine Fantozzi

Presence for Christmas
If you’ve never attended Presence for
Christmas, why not start a new holiday
tradition? Be inspired by witness, Word,
worship, and the opportunity for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. The service
begins at 6:30 on the three Wednesdays
before Christmas: December 4, 11, and 18
here at SJA Church.
An Advent bonus: Commit as a family
or group to seven weeks of talking and
praying in your home using the free,
downloadable Live IT Gathering Guide. Go
to PresenceForChristmas.com to register
for free. Contact Alive@Massimpact.us or
(814) 449-8808 with questions.

The Tintinnabulation of
the Bells, Bells, Bells
It’s been awhile since you’ve heard the
bell choir; however, they have been
practicing. Jean McLaughlin held three
classes with the bell choir to teach new
techniques. Jean even claimed they are
quick learners. The bell choir will play a
traditional Thanksgiving hymn as a prelude
on Thanksgiving Day. Get the turkey in the
oven, and be early for the 8:30 a.m. Mass
on Thanksgiving Day to hear them.
Members are Marilyn Czerniejewski, Harry
Garey, Rita McCormick, Tina and Megan
Mutscheller, Geraldine Rega, Madelyn
Ropp, Sr. Valerie Schneider, Beth Thome,
and Allison Thornton.

Reconciliation Times During Advent

Confessions will be available during the three Wednesdays of Presence for Christmas
beginning at 6:30 p.m. And in addition to his regular weekly times in the confessional
(Fridays from 7:30 -9:00 a.m. and Saturdays from 3:45-4:45 p.m., Fr. Adam will also hear
confessions starting 1/2 hour before all Masses on December 22.

SJA Drama Club

SJA Drama Club (Snow White
for Grades 3-8 and Mother
Goose for Grades K-2) is open
to any child from St. Joan of
Arc Parish. Auditions and
practices are held in the music
portable (building north of the
gym) at 3:00 p.m. Auditions
are January 14 for Snow
White. There are no auditions
for grades K-2. Rehearsals for
Snow White begin January 21.
The first rehearsal for Mother
Goose is January 15. For more
information, please contact
Elaine Sneider at
pianoadventures1@gmail.com

A Meal Prayer
[If you’ve ever prayed a prayer so often
that you don’t think about what you’re saying, it
may be time to change the
wording. Instead of “Bless us, O Lord,
and these thy gifts. . . .” try something like this
prayer from the Zulu Missions.]
Dear Lord, you’ve blessed the earth with
abundance that we may have food. We humbly
thank You for the meal that is before us now.
But we know that there are many of your
children who go hungry daily. Help us always to
remember them and to share with them in your
name.
Amen.

The Year of Firsts
Holidays can be difficult for those who are grieving; however, any occasion during the first
year after a loved one’s death is a “year of firsts.” Perhaps you or someone you know will
experience the first Thanksgiving and Christmas after a loved one’s death. You or they may
have already had other “firsts”: the first vacation, the first back-to-school day, the first
family reunion. . . . and after each one will say “without my [dad, mom, daughter, son,
grandmother. . . ."].
Each first makes us relive the death and stirs up the intense pain that was felt at the
time of loss. It’s normal to feel the pain whenever a first occurs. Let the intense hurt and
sorrow return. When the “firsts” become “seconds” and “thirds,” the pain will be less,
especially if we let the hurt jog warm memories that will bring comfort to soothe the pain.
During the holidays let the bereaved cry as often as they need to. Perhaps change
some traditions. Instead of a big family dinner, go to a restaurant. Instead of hoopla on
New Year’s Eve, spend a quiet evening and toast the loved one at midnight. Or keep
traditions if they are sources of comfort. Talk with others who are grieving during the
holidays. Plan ahead so that the holidays can be meaningful for everyone. Don’t make
anything too much work, because grief is already hard work. Take care of yourself and
those grieving. And don’t forget to be happy. Your loved one would want you to enjoy the
holidays.

Endow Study on St. Catherine of Siena
Several women from SJA completed
the study on the life and eventual
sainthood of St. Catherine. What we
discovered was that Catherine was a
deeply spiritual child who became an
amazing saint. Catherine was born on
the Feast of the Annunciation on March
25, 1347. Her twin sister died before
the end of the year, but Catherine
flourished and learned prayers easily
and naturally. Catherine saw Christ
Himself who was accompanied by Sts.
Peter, Paul and John the Evangelist.
Catherine understood at an early age
that she was destined to live her life
solely for Christ.
The fourteenth century was a
challenging era for the papacy and the
Catholic Church. There was much

corruption, political wars, and widespread
illness in Europe. Catherine had great
spiritual insight and was well-known for
her candidness when communicating
with church hierarchy. She eventually
was able to convince the pope to return
to Rome from Avignon, France. Each
woman will have her own personal
takeaway, but as a group, we were
amazed at the self-giving life of this
amazing saint. It was more than an
interesting read; St. Catherine gives all of
us an example of how to follow Christ and
draw life from Him.
“Even though you draw your love from
God who is the fountain of living water, if
you do not drink it continually in him,
your vessel will soon become empty.”
~ St. Catherine of Siena

Welcome Retreat 2020
You’ve probably heard how inspiring the Welcome Retreat of September 21-22
was for the participants. Another retreat is now being prepared, so mark your
calendar, ladies, for April 25-26. The team has started to plan, but more team
members would be very helpful. If you’ve made a Christ Renews His Parish or
Welcome retreat or similar experience, please consider joining the group that meets
on some Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. For more information contact Shoupra Shikwana,
Amanda Karamol, or Sister Valerie.

Immaculate Conception
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
is transferred to Monday, December 9, this
year, because the Second Sunday of Advent
takes precedence. When holy days of
obligation fall on a Monday or Saturday, the
obligation to attend Mass is lifted. However,
this is our national feast day, so if you are
able to attend Mass, it would be a marvelous
way to pray for our country and to honor our
sinless Mother of God, who from the moment
of her conception received the fullness of
grace and virtue.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Most of the time when we hear the word “triduum” we think of Easter and the
three days commemorating our Lord’s suffering, death, and resurrection. But
did you know that there is also a Christmas triduum? It is a triduum of Masses and
they too celebrate three moments in the life of Christ. In this case, those three
moments symbolize the event of God coming into the world.
The first Mass is in the middle of the night (for us, 11:00 p.m.). The darkness of
deep night symbolizes the coming of our Lord into the deepest darkness of the human
condition. We celebrate the “Mass in the Night” with the greatest solemnity, with
incense and beautiful music by our choir.
The second Mass comes at dawn. The gospel reading at this Mass focuses on
the arrival of the shepherds after the birth of Jesus had already taken place. We
imagine their joy at seeing the Blessed Virgin Mary cradling our infant Savior!
The parish celebrates the third Mass during the day, which for us is at 9:30 a.m.
This Mass has a more mystical theme, with the gospel coming from Saint John. It is the
magnificent opening passage which starts “In the beginning was the Word...”
Theologically and spiritually, this Mass represents the fullness of God’s love being
made manifest in Jesus Christ, the Eternal Word of God.
If in the past your custom has been to attend an early Mass on Christmas Eve,
you might consider coming to one of the triduum of Masses this year. In fact, the
really zealous might attend two or even all three of these. It used to be common for
people to attend the midnight Mass and then one of the morning Masses on
Christmas Day. In such a way we joyfully celebrate the coming of the Lord!
In Christ,
Fr. Hertzfeld

Christmas Eve

Christmas Masses

4:00 p.m. (Doors open at 3:00)
Full choir, piano, string quartet, flute.
This Mass will use incense. [Note: This mass is very crowded.
Extra seating in narthex]

6:30 p.m. Mass will be more reflective and peaceful.
11:00 p.m. Full choir, piano, strings. This Mass will use incense.

Christmas Day
7:30 and 9:30 a.m. – No incense.
If you haven’t come to Christmas morning Mass in awhile,
consider a Christmas morning Mass this year.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God – New Year’s Day
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, December 31, Vigil Mass
10:00 a.m. Wednesday, January 1

Second Saturdays
The number of parishioners is increasing every
month for our Second Saturday events. That’s
great to see! It means we are building
community spirit, learning names, and sharing
the joy of God’s Spirit. In October we had a
bonfire to roast marshmallows after our hot
dog meal. There were some outdoor games,
and two gift cards to Subway and McDonald’s
were given away.
In November Mary Grosse led us in linedancing after a chili mac-n-cheese supper
prepared by Jim Peniston and friends. Again
gift cards were given away just as a thank-you
for showing up.
We hope to see
you on December
14 for a Christmas
themed evening.

First Anniversary of the New Format of the SHIELD
The last printed SHIELD was the Advent issue of 2018. For a full year the parish has
been providing more news more frequently—and saving hundreds of dollars--through a
monthly issue of the SHIELD. If you have not been receiving the SHIELD each month,
please contact the office (419) 866-6181.

Liturgical and Office Schedule
Weekday Mass:
Monday - Friday
Weekend Masses:
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:30 am
9:30 am
11:30 am

Holy Days of Obligation
Please check the bulletin or call the
parish office for times

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:45 - 4:45 pm
Rosary
Monday - Friday
8:00 am
Sunday
9:00 am
Parish Office
(419) 866-6181
Fax: (419) 866-6142
Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 4:30 pm
School Office
(419) 866 - 6177
Fax: (419) 866-4107
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 4:00 pm

