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Rites of the
RCIA
By Cathy Burlingame
"It was not you who chose me, but I who
chose you” John 15:16
On this first Sunday of Lent, we will celebrate the Rite of Election (also known as the
Enrollment of Names) and the Call to Continuing Conversion along with all those
participating in RCIA throughout our Toledo Diocese. Before we head to the Cathedral to
participate in these rites, we will celebrate with the parish the Rite of Sending. This rite will
take place during the 9:30 Mass. This rite is the opportunity for the parish and pastor to
send the catechumens and candidates to the Diocesan celebration with their approval,
support and blessings.
The Rite of Election is for unbaptized adults preparing for baptism and the sacraments
of initiation. This marks the end of the Period of the Catechumenate and the beginning of
the Period of Purification and Enlightenment. In this rite the church makes her election (or
choice) of the catechumen to receive these sacraments. The catechumen now is known
as the elect.
The second rite celebrated with the diocese will be the Rite of Calling to Continuing
Conversion. This rite calls those already baptized in Christ to an intensive period of
spiritual preparation for the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist. These candidates
have shown a desire to deepen their faith and strengthen their membership in the church.
As we celebrate these rites and move into the Period of Purification and Enlightenment
we ask you, our parish community, to pray for our elect and candidates. As they move
through Lent they will reflect deeply on the meaning of being a disciple of Christ and being
a member of His church. Your prayer support and affirmation will help them throughout this
period.
Elect (preparing for baptism)
Candidates (seeking full reception)
Andrea Snyder
Tricia Delucia-Sabani
Jerod Laver
Ernest Messer
Nathan Miller
Jack Trembach

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Written by Fr. Hertzfeld

Every year we take a journey together, one that unites us with the whole Church and
seeks to unite us more fully with Christ. It is a journey of intense spiritual training. It is the
journey of Lent.
Jesus tells us what type of training we are to undergo on this journey. He spells it out in
his Sermon on the Mount: "Give alms...Pray to your Father...Fast without a gloomy face..."
(Matthew 6:1-18). Prayer, fasting, and almsgiving are the marks of a Christian who is being
spiritually renewed. In this article, we focus on the second of these three practices: fasting.
In his message for Lent of 2009, Pope Benedict answers the question of why we fast.
First, he notes fasting's deep biblical roots. God himself gives the very first encouragement
to fast in the Garden of Eden. The Lord God tells Adam and Eve that they may eat from the
abundance of fruit trees in the garden, but must abstain from eating from the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil. By breaking this command to fast, Adam and Eve broke the
close friendship between God and the human family.
In his life, death, and resurrection, Christ restores this relationship between God and
man. He inaugurates this restoration by restoring the fast. For forty days he fasts in the
desert, seeking to do the will of God rather than break it, as Adam and Eve had done.
The early Church took up the example of Christ. We see this in the Acts of the Apostles
(Acts 13:3, 14:22, 27:21). We see it again in the writings of the Church's Fathers. They spoke
of fasting as a means of bridling sin and of opening a path to God in the heart of the
believer.
Pope Benedict also makes clear that fasting should connect us more deeply with God's
word, thus satisfying our deepest longings. He writes, "Denying material food, which
nourishes our body, nurtures an interior disposition to listen to Christ and be fed by His
saving word. Through fasting and praying, we allow Him to come and satisfy the deepest
hunger that we experience in the depths of our being: the hunger and thirst for God."
The Church requires very little when it comes to fasting, but encourages us to do more
than the minimum. The minimum fast consists of abstaining from eating meat on the
Fridays of Lent, Good Friday, and Ash Wednesday. It includes reduced meals on Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday (one modest main meal is permitted, along with two smaller
meals that, if put together, would not equal the main meal, and no snacking). In doing
more than the minimum, we can be creative; we are given the freedom to choose other
ways of adding to our fast. This includes the things we give up and also the spiritual
practices we add. Some people fast on bread and water every Friday and Wednesday.
Others add a time of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament in place of time before the
television or tablet. We are free to choose.
Lent only comes around once a year. It is a season of blessing, of healing, and of
growing in God's grace. We open our hearts to make the best of it!
In Christ,
Fr. Hertzfeld

Welcome to:
Thomas and Belinda Costin

Sean, Brandi and Vivian Strauer

Brad, Ali and McKinley Woods

Sheri Raitz

John, Cheryl, Sara and Alexandra Daney

who recently join St. Joan of Arc Parish!
If you see someone new at Mass, introduce yourself. If you are new, don't be shy,
say hello to the people next to you and say,
"Hey, I'm new here."

Can’t Do Big Things for Lent? Just Be a Tiny Mustard Seed
Remember the parable of the mustard seed? “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds,
but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of
the air come and make nests in its branches” (Mt. 13:31-32). Some Scripture scholars
claim that Jesus was joking. Birds building nests in the floppy mustard plant is laughable.
Perhaps Jesus’ real message is: Don’t expect to be a giant sequoia, but you will support
life.
Although it can be beautiful and medicinal and flavorful, mustard is a weed. It crops
up anywhere and is almost uncontainable. It can take over whole fields. It seems that
there were laws in Jesus’ time about where it could be planted to keep it under control.
So what does this have to do with Lent? Well, the reign of God is in our midst, and
no herbicide can eradicate it. We hope in the absolutely uncontainable power of God.
God wants us to be mustard seeds infiltrating our homes, work places, school, parish, city,
and world with God’s own love. How? Take courage standing in the power of Jesus Christ’s
death and resurrection. Then step out to spread the Good News prolifically. You know,
just little reminders: “Don’t forget the Monday night prayer service.” And acts of service:
“Let’s stay to help clean up.” And then there are kind words of affirmation and
encouraging words that prod. How about a mustard seed implant in our brain? Then
there wouldn’t be room for the other weeds of negative, angry, and jealous thoughts. Give
up something desirable and offer the sacrifice for someone in need. We can do a whole
lot of good just by being a pesky weed.

SJA School Lenten Project
By Mrs. Jenna Shinaberry, Kindergarten teacher

Forming saints, servants, and
scholars is the theme for the school year.
In keeping with this theme, the school has
begun a Lenten project. The 2018-2019
school year marks three years since the
Unbound program was initiated at St. Joan
of Arc. This program has grown, along with
the students, to have kindergarten
through sixth grade students working to
build relationships and provide support
for children living in poverty worldwide.
Students have had the opportunity to
write and receive letters, explore the
geography and culture of other countries,
and develop an understanding and call to
serve those less fortunate. From receiving
Christmas cards and photos celebrating
birthdays, and praying for the well-being
of someone they have never personally

met. Our students are becoming
conscious members of our faith and global
community.
The Unbound Program at St. Joan of
Arc School currently sponsors 14 children.
Sponsorship costs $36 per child each
month. Each grade level is responsible for
two children. In a grade of 50 students,
that is $1.44 per student each month, or
$17.28 per year to fully support their
sponsored children.
To achieve their goals students are
making a plan of good deeds and service
for which they will receive money to
donate toward Unbound. For every $5 that
a child earns, he or she receives a paper
butterfly. These butterflies will then be
placed on a large wooden cross in the
school lobby.

Diocesan Celebration of Catholics with Disabilities

On Saturday, March 2 our parish hosted the 21st Annual Diocesan Celebration of
Catholics with Disabilities, which included the presentation of the 2019 Open Arms
Awards. The principal celebrant was our bishop, the Most Reverend Daniel E. Thomas. The
homilist was Reverend Michael Depcik, OSFS. After Mass our parish provided a reception,
the food brought in by the Sunshine Committee and hospitality provided by the Parish Life
Committee. The recipients of the awards were Susan Cutshall, Diane Frazee, Howard
Souder and Sierra Staib.

Handbell Choir

Have you noticed that the number of persons in our handbell choir is growing?
And did you notice our youth involved? Yet we still appreciate new members. Practices
are Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. Feel free to come and see what it’s like. The parish owns
several octaves of bells, and we can’t use them all until you volunteer.

Lenten Opportunities
Ash Wednesday
7:00 a.m. Liturgy of the Word, Distribution of Ashes,
Holy Communion
8:30 a.m. Mass, Distribution of Ashes (All School Mass)
12 noon Mass, Distribution of Ashes
7:00 p.m. Mass, Distribution of Ashes (St. Joan of Arc Chorale)

“Remember You Are Dust”
As you received ashes you may have heard “Remember that you are dust and to dust
you shall return.” Cosmologists agree. We are all created from the Big Bang that burst
from a single point of “Let there be.” Over the centuries of evolution, that initial burst of
love energy from the Creator evolved into stars, and from these stars after billions of
years humans evolved.
Dust is a symbol of nothingness; it’s just enough to be—a nothing. But God speaks to
us: “You are dust.” God does not say that human beings are only dust. We are spirit, too.
The Incarnation began with the Big Bang, the process by which God could become
human. Hearing “Remember you are dust” reminds us that every human person is a
brother or sister of the incarnate Lord. We were all there at the very beginning. And at
the end of the ages, at the Second Coming, all creation will be united with Christ. We are
told everything that we are: nothingness that is filled with eternity; death that teems
with life; dust that is God’s life forever.
A good Lenten resolution: Remember you’ve been made from stardust, and we’ll
shine like stars for all eternity.

Way of the Cross
Fridays at 9:00 am and 7:00 pm

Prayer Services
Monday evenings beginning at 7:00pm
Prayer including presentation and family
friendly activity. Each evening will be
centered around different topics, which
include, the Baptism of the Lord, the
Transfiguration, the Temptation in the
Desert, Holy Thursday and Good Friday.
These services are surely help us on our
Lenten journey. Please plan on joining us
for a few or all of them.

Reconciliation - Extra Opportunities
Sunday, March 31 & Sunday, April 7 Confession available ½ hour before all
Sunday Masses
“Day of Grace” – Wednesday, April 10 Confessions
7-8 a.m., noon-1:00 p.m., 4:00-7:00 p.m.
Good Friday, April 19 – 10:00 a.m. – noon

His Last Days
On March 24 at 3:00 p.m. the St.
Joan of Arc Chorale will once again
perform Dallas Holm’s His Last Days.
Dallas Holm published the inspiring
hymn “Rise Again” in 1977, and it was
an instant sensation. Two years later
he published the Oratorio His Last
Days. This work presents first person
accounts of the suffering and death
of Christ from the participants,
including Christ Himself. The series of
experiences culminates in the soaring
“Rise Again” and an invitation by
Christ that asks “What Will You Do?”
Members of the chorale will
represent the Mother of Jesus, Peter,
Pontius Pilate, the adulterous
woman, and the centurion. If you
have been at this performance
before, we know you’ll be back, for
the prayerful performance never gets
old-only more meaningful and
touching. If you have never seen it,
you have missed an opportunity to
enter into the Passion Narrative as
you’ve never experienced it before.

More Lenten Opportunities
Extended Adoration Hours

The Shroud of Turin - April 7

Starting in Lent adoration will be extended
to 5:00pm. Evening Prayer will take place
at 4:45pm concluding with Benediction. If
you would like to be an adorer, please
contact Ann Laws at lawsma5@gmail.com

Deacon Rick Nelson, Deacon Ed Maher,
and Terry Cousin will present medical
and scientific information on the
Shroud of Turin. It will include some
prayer and hymns. We will begin at 4:00
p.m. on April 7, and the event will last
about 90 minutes.

Food Pantry

By Patti McNamara

We continue to be
very busy at the Food
Pantry. In February
we served our second largest crowd ever—125 families. Every week I am amazed at what
God has done through this outreach program. We serve new families every week, this week
we had nine new families in need of food.
Deacon Ed Maher counsels guests. Due to his outreach we have a man who is going
through the RCIA program. Every week our guests seek Deacon Ed out to be blessed or to
talk over struggles.
We profoundly miss Deacon Russ Shoemaker. He faithfully came every week to help
us check in our guests. What a gentle, kind man he was! Our volunteers and those we serve
will miss his wonderful presence.
An interesting phenomena is happening. Those we serve are asking to volunteer at
the Food Pantry. I love this! Our guests don’t just want a handout, but they want to be able
to work for the food they’re given, something so important for their dignity and self-worth.
Our Food Pantry would not be able to function, if it weren’t for all of your generous
donations through our St. Vincent de Paul collections and your weekly gifts of food and
toiletries. Thank you very much. Blessed be God in all his designs!

Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament

Beginning this month we will lengthen the
time of adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on
Fridays. Thank you to the four who recently
made a commitment to spend an hour before
our Eucharistic Lord. We need two or three
persons for every hour. Adorers are welcome at
any hour, but the hours most in need are as
follows:
Fridays
4:00 - 9:00 p.m.
11:00 p.m.

Saturdays
3:00 a.m.
4:00 a.m.
5:00 a.m.
6:00 a.m.

Masses at Nursing Homes
We are grateful to our priests who offer a Mass
once a month at nursing homes. Residents look
forward to conversation, so enjoy a visit with them after
the liturgy. The schedule for the Easter Season is as
follows:
April 9 10:00 Addison Heights Fr. Manoj Mammen
April 10 9:45 Ridgewood
Fr. Marty Nassr
April 11 10:00 Elizabeth Scott
Fr. Dan Zac
April 16 3:00 Ohio Living
Fr. Chuck Denny
April 25 10:00 Genacross
Fr. Marty Nassr

Recorded Homilies

Follow Us Online!
Click one of the links below
to get connected to us
through social media.

www.joanofarc.org

Many have asked for our priest's
homilies to be recorded. Well that time
have come, we finally got the bugs worked
out of our system with our YouTube
channel and our website. Each weekend
one homily is recorded and posted to our
website.
The homilies can be found under
HOME, in the drop down menu by clicking
homilies and you will be directed to the
homilies page. These are fairly new to our
website so keep checking each week for
more to be uploaded.
Also new to our parish is Live
Streamed Masses. We live stream our 5:00
p.m., 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. Masses each week.
Also live streamed are each one of our
weekday Masses.

You find these by clicking on the
LIVE STREAM tab in the gray menu bar at
the top of the webpage. You will then be
directed to our YouTube channel where
all our live streamed Masses have been
viewed. All live streamed Masses will be
archived directly on our YouTube
channel.
While you are checking out our
website, also under the home tab click
Sr. Valerie's vlog (video blog) where there
is new content uploaded every
Wednesday. Sr. Valerie discusses all
sorts of topics from sacraments, Adam
and Eve, and Lent. Check it out and be
inspired! Let us know in the parish office
if you are having difficulty navigating our
website.

Deacon Russ Shoemaker
February 20 one of our deacons, Russ Shoemaker, passed away
from an infection. Not parishioners at Saint Joan of Arc for very
long, Deacon Russ and his wife Ruth Ann moved to the parish
from the Mansfield area about two years after I arrived here as
pastor. Right from the beginning I knew that I would like serving
alongside this dedicated man who clearly loved our Lord and His
Church.
Deacon Russ overcame several health issues while
serving with us. Twice he retaught himself to walk after having
major surgery. Among his primary motives for doing this was
service at the altar of God. There may have been a time or two when we were all on the
edge of our seats, wondering if Russ would make it up the steps, or carry the Book of the
Gospels without dropping it! Seeing his zeal and his love for the liturgy, I made the
decision to allow him to keep serving as long as he felt comfortable doing so. He did this
even until very recently.
“Down to earth” describes Deacon Russ’ preaching style. He used clear and
straight-forward images and always gave a message that encouraged the listener in their
walk of faith. Often he pulled examples from his own life. We will miss that.
We will also miss his presence at the weekly food pantry, where he helped people check in
and shared with them a kind word. Kindness showed itself in all that Russ did, something
which I am sure the prisoners he visited at our local jail appreciated greatly. Personally, it
is his kindness and gentle ways that I will miss the most.
Deacon Russ is now in the hands of God—no better place for him to be. Both Fr.
Manoj and I visited him in his final days to offer him the last sacraments. Fr. Manoj was
with him and Ruth Ann the day of his death. Now, we offer prayers on his behalf: may he
rest in God’s peace. We also seek to support Ruth Ann in her grieving. Let’s make sure
she knows that she has a parish community who loves her and sympathizes with her, as
we should do for all those who mourn the loss of a loved one.
In Christ,
Fr. Hertzfeld

Blood Drive
Saturday, March 9, 7:30am - 1:30pm
Life-giving blood is always in demand, and there is currently a
shortage. Contact Gene or Dennis at emmle9735@gmail.com or
(419) 861 - 0161 or make an appointment now at
www.redcrossblood.org/give.

Life's Journey
By Judy Warntz

Look around at the congregation at
Sunday Mass, and you see members of
the Mystical Body of Christ. There are
youth, elderly, young families, and singles
who gather as a community to worship
our Lord. But there is another group of
people who are part of a community and
who are also members of the Mystical
Body of Christ...those extended members
who are in nursing homes or are home
bound.
These beloved people have traveled
many life miles and know that the terrain
of life is not always smooth. They have
traversed high majestic mountains
celebrating the joys of life, and they have
trudged through deep valleys of pain and
sorrow. They had careers as housewives,
lawyers, factory workers, delivery men,
teachers, and so on. Some are veterans
who have proudly served our country.

They are in the twilight of their
earthen journey. The vibrancy of youth
still shines through photos hinting of a life
lived years ago. Deep within they hold a
wisdom learned by living one day at a
time and relying on the Good Shepherd to
see them through. They eagerly await a
visitor who will bring them Holy
Communion, the Bread of Life. They hold
on to the Faith which has sustained them
and will continue to carry them.
We believe the promise of eternal life
follows death. We believe because the
One who redeemed us and who entered
the world in human form bought our
salvation with His blood and sacrifice on
the Cross. We believe in the divine love of
the Father who sent His Son to redeem
us. Please remember this extended
family in your prayers and blessings to
the dedicated SJA nursing home
ministers.

Liturgical and Office Schedule
Weekday Mass:
Monday - Friday
Weekend Masses:
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

8:30am
5:00pm
7:30am
9:30am
11:30am

Holy Days of Obligation
Please check the bulletin or call the
parish office for times

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:45 - 4:45pm
Or by appointment Monday - Friday
Rosary - in the Chapel
Monday - Friday
8:00am
Sunday
9:00am
Parish Office
(419) 866-6181 Fax: (419) 866-6142
Monday - Friday 9:00am - 4:30pm
School Office
(419) 866 - 6177 Fax: (419) 866-4107
Monday - Friday 8:00am - 4:00pm

