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HAPPY
VALENTINES
DAY

Valentine's Day is a great day to offer your heart to God. What would you
write on a Valentine card to God? And can you imagine what God would write
on a Valentine card to you? Probably an infinite number of X's and O's. There
are so many Biblical references to heart. Here are just a few. Spend some
time reflecting on them.
"Remember, where your treasure is, there your heart is also" (Mt.6:21).
Where is your heart?
"The community of believers were of one heart and one mind" (Acts 4:32).
Does this describe our parish?
"Do not let your hearts be troubled" (Jn. 14:1).
When worried or stressed, do we turn to God for comfort?
"Love one another constantly from the heart" (1Pt. 1:22).
Does this describe your family?
"May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith" (Eph. 3:17).
How is your faith-life coming along? Are we making time for prayer and
Scripture reading?

TODAY VS.
YESTERYEAR
Written by Melody Garber

In the realm of things today vs. yesteryear, my thoughts tend to
wander back to when my family was getting ready to attend Sunday
Mass. Obviously, the family got dressed and took care of their grooming
needs. Perhaps a few of us even took the time to preview that Sunday's
scripture readings. Did you realize that today's Sunday Mass still runs
about an hour long, as it did what I was growing up? Truly!

THE CHURCH IS NOT JUST A PLACE TO GO TO ON
SUNDAYS, BUT A GATHERING OF PEOPLE WHO SHARE
THE SAME BELIEFS.

What's interesting to me is how eight children, ranging in ages from under two to teenage years, could stay
in the pew throughout the whole Mass. We sat, stood, and knelt at the appropriate times with no slouching!
We put our hands together in prayerful reverence, especially when receiving our Lord at communion; we
genuflected when we first arrived and when Mass was over. Attending Mass together as a family was a special
time of fond memories.
Some of those fond memories included my mom always having one final question before we left the
house, "Did everyone check to see if you have to go to the bathroom?" You see, our church didn't have
bathrooms. Also, a bottle was brought for the baby, but there were no snacks or books unless it was a prayer
book. Mass was the focus - one hour to focus on our Lord, listen to His word and reflect, and to receive Him
in Holy Communion. That was yesteryear. Some things are worth continuing to do. So in today's world, think
about the example you provide to your children while attending Sunday Mass. Keep it a reverent experience,
and remember, it's only about an hour.

WELCOME TO
ST. JOAN OF
ARC

We welcome the following people to the St. Joan of Arc family. If you see
someone new at Mass, introduce yourself. There isn't anything that gets
people connected to a new parish more than meeting new friends.
Ken and Joanne Hagan
Miss Lauren Verroco
Dan and Cynthia Lefeld
Joseph, Christina and Maddox Pfleghaar
Joshua, Samantha, Avonlea, Tessa and Bria Junkle
Nicholas, Melanie, Maxwell and Drew Eberly
Blake Hauden
Thomas and Jacqueline Beshalske
Jennifer, Angela, Antionette, Samantha & Miabella Giovannucci
Maria Buchanan

BLOOD DRIVE 2019
MARCH 9, 7:30AM - 1:30PM
Life-giving blood is always in demand, and a unit of blood can help up to three
recipients. In our two previous years, SJA collected 305 units of blood during the three drives
each year which may have helped up to 1000 recipients. The American Red Cross is happy
with the 305 units, but can we do better?
Appointment times are now being accepted at www.redcrossblood.org/give.
Rapid Pass is an aid in moving the donation process along, so on the day of the drive before
driving to the gym, answer the questions and bring your print out with you.
Our volunteers will begin phone calling shortly. To avoid the call, register at or contact
Gene or Dennis at emmle9735@gmail.com or (419) 861 - 0161.

ENDOW

www.endowgroups.org
By Judy Warntz

Vision and Mission - Endow, an acronym for Educating on the Nature
and Dignity of Women, has the mission "To be the Catholic voice and
home for all women, helping them to become the best-version of
themselves - living vessels of Christ to the world around them." It is an
educational program of prayer and study by Catholic women, for Catholic
women. Imprimatur Archbishop Chaput, OFM
All SJA women are invited to our next study, "Discover Your Dignity
- Part II." Even if you did not participate in Part I, you can easily step into
this discussion which will focus on how our lives have intersected with
God's Divine Plan (and will continue to do so). We discover our Godgiven nature and dignity in the role of womanhood. Our study begins
March 14 for eight weeks from 6:30pm to 8pm in the chapel. Contact
Judy Warntz at (419) 867-1227 for more information of pick up a flyer on
the welcome table in the narthex.

HAVE YOU BEEN MISSING OUT?
By Sr. Valerie Schneider, SND
Have you attended "Just Ten Minutes" on Sunday mornings after the 7:30 and 9:30 Mass? Presentations on religious topics take
about 6-7 minutes. Those who attend have benefited in several ways: shorter waits in the doughnut line, a cleared-out parking lot, and
inspiration that stays with them throughout the week. Attendees often say, "I tried what you suggested," and speak about how the
suggestion has helped them or their families grow in their spiritual lives.
Have you stopped in for "Faith with Coffee"? These gatherings occur on the first Tuesday of each month. The time couldn't be
more convenient for parents of school children. Drop them off, and circle around to the back of church. At 8:15 we spend about 20-30
minutes focusing on a variety of religious topics. Past sessions have included sacraments, Church Year, prayer, and church
architecture. Some sessions include things to do with your family, such as alphabet prayers. Please come on Tuesday, March 5, at 8:15
to prepare for Lent.
If you miss "Faith with Coffee," never fear. The topic is repeated on the First Wednesday of each month at 6:30pm. Again, it's a
convenient time especially for parents bringing their children to PREP. But anyone in the parish is welcome. (The first Wednesday in
March is Ash Wednesday, so you'll want to attend the 7:00pm Mass instead. See you on April 10)
And if none of these opportunities fits your schedule, you can relax at home with "Holy Hump Days." Go to the St. Joan of Arc
website joanofarc.org under Sr. Valerie's Vlog (video blog found under the home button) Parish and School Facebook pages and click
on the camel. In just three minutes you will learn more about your Catholic faith, while making Hump Day holy.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL AT
ST. JOAN OF ARC
By Danita Dumas, President of SVDP
The last few months have been very busy for the St. Vincent de Paul society. In addition to operating our Food Pantry
on Thursdays, we have provided beds for five families, some of whom had been sleeping on air mattresses. We purchased
some, and one was donated. We have also had sheets and blankets donated. These services are in addition to the help we
give with rent, utilities, prescriptions, and occasional car repair. We try very hard to be responsible with the funds that our
parishioners have given. God bless our parishioners for helping us to serve those in need. We have gotten to know many of
our regular Food Pantry customers and look forward to seeing them.

Thank you for responding
to ministry sign-up!
Thank you to those who offered to help with some of the parish's greatest needs technology room, routine maintenance, handbell choir, and substitute teachers for PREP.
We are still in great need of ushers, especially on Sunday mornings. Please consider this
important ministry. Greeters/ushers are the first face of Christ and St. Joan of Arc Church
that people see. What a privilege this is! Call the office or contact Sue Long for
information.

National Geography Bee Winners

On Friday, January 18, SJA held a school National Geography Bee. Presented by National Geographic,
students in grades four through eight from nearly 10,000 schools across the United States compete for a chance
to win college scholarships and the glory of being the National Geographic GeoBee Champion. At the school
level, SJA 7th grader Maria Woycik took the crown with Priti Clark (7th grade) in second place and Thomas
Woycik (4th grade and Maria's brother) in third place. Maria will go on to take a written test to qualify for the
state competition held in February.

The Knights of Columbus
By Jim Peniston
Formed in 1882 by Father Michael J. McGivney in New
Haven, CT, the Knights continue their educational, charitable,
religious. and social welfare. Here at St. Joan of Arc the charitable
activities encompass a great variety of local, national, and
international projects. From international charitable partnership
with Special Olympics, the global Wheelchair Mission, and Habitat
for Humanity to our own Food for Families and Coats for Kids
projects and other local charities, the opportunity to work together
with fellow Knights and their families is virtually endless. Local
activities providing support for the parish include such things as
the Lenten Fish Fry, chili cook-off and pancake breakfast.

The St. Joan of Arc Knights of Columbus are also proud
to enhance our worship with significant contributions of
the tabernacle and crucifix in the sanctuary.
Men of the parish, 18 or older, are invited to
become a member of the Knights. As membership chair,
I will be more than happy to answer any of your
questions and assist with your first steps into
Knighthood. Feel free to contact Jim Penistion at
jimp4003@outlook.com or (404) 550-6903.

Giving
Thanks

TO OUR TEACHERS OF
LITURGY OF THE WORD
During February Rachel Thomas, Amanda Geletka, Andrea
Gursik and Emily Wagy conducted the Children's Liturgy of the
Word sessions during the 9:30am liturgy. We are grateful for
their sharing God's Word in format which children can
understand. Parents, talk with your children about what they
have learned. Share how you apply the same message in your
life.

Recognizing Our Scouts

By Jackie Terrill
On Saturday, January 26, 120 Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and
American Heritage Girls celebrated the Scout Mass to recognize
the hard work and service that the scouts have contributed to
our community. Thirteen Cub Scouts received religious awards.
Immediately following the Mass, the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts
held their Blue and Gold Banquet. During the banquet four
Cub Scouts crossed over to Boy Scouts to continue their
scouting journey.

Follow Us Online!

Click one of the links below to get connected to us through social media.

masses at nursing homes

We are grateful to our priests who offer a Mass once
a month at nursing homes. Residents look forward to
conversation, so enjoy a visit with them after the liturgy.
The schedule for the Easter Season is as follows:
April 9 10:00
April 10 9:45
April 11 10:00
April 16 3:00
April 25 10:00

Addison Heights
Ridgewood
Elizabeth Scott
Ohio Living
Genacross

Fr. Manoj Mammen
Fr. Marty Nassr
Fr. Dan Zac
Fr. Chuck Denny
Fr. Marty Nassr

Extra Opportunities for
the Sacrament of reconciliation

Sunday, March 31 - 1/2 hour before all the Sunday Masses
Sunday, April 7 - 1/2 hour before all the Sunday Masses
Wednesday, April 10 - "Day of Grace"
7am - 8am, noon - 1pm & 4pm - 7pm
Good Friday, April 19 - 10am - noon

A sparkle in god's house

By Melody Garber
We have a special group that assists the normal maintenance crew to make our church sparkle for our parishioners.
The Holy Helpers of God's House have been in existence for about 7 - 8 years. We meet on the second Saturday of every
month and quietly go about sprucing up God's house.
Our parish, like other parishes, encourages generosity of time, talent and treasure. However, let me share of few of
the items discovered that could be alleviated if only the sharer wasn't so generous. Some of these include chewed gum
stuck to the underside of the pews, used tissues left inside the wooden slots for hymnals, smashed raisins and other food
items ground into the pew seats and carpets. These and other such things are no treasure chest for anyone to find, let
alone having to scrape or remove from the seating area.
Let us all keep God's house sparkling by showing respect when we enter God's home and ours. Take a moment to
dispose of trash or put a book back. Consider others who will be using the same space. The extra moment will make our
church welcoming. Thank you.

Here Comes the Bride - and the rest of the assembly
Here comes the bride - and the rest of the
assembly! Huh? Did you know that the whole
parish is invited for the wedding? Now, that doesn't
mean everyone can attend the reception. For that
we'd need Jesus there to change the water in to
wine! But sacraments are meant for the whole
Church! They are celebrations of the entire parish.
Everyone has the chance to see the groom confer
the sacrament of matrimony on the bride and vice
versa. Everyone has the chance to see the life of
Christ witnessed in the lives of the newly married
couple.
The sacrament of matrimony is a time for
great joy. So the Penitential Rite has been removed,
and the "Glory to God" is sung when the marriage is
in the context of Mass. To establish the feel of a real
feast, the entrance procession is more like a
liturgical procession with the servers, priests, and
lector followed by the bridal party. The groom AND
the bride are encourage to process in with both
parents. After all, the bride and groom are equal

participants in the sacrament. It's not just the
bride's day. (And the aisle is not a fashion
runway.) Both walk forward from the
baptismal font, for a married life is the way the
bride and groom have chosen to live out their
baptism. While both sets of parents walking
with the couple is the preferred manner, the
church accommodates the father escorting his
daughter with the groom entering elsewhere.
The bride and groom are encouraged to see
each other before the ceremony and be addressed by the priest
privately. (The tradition of not seeing each other before hand was
to prevent a "runaway bride" situation when marriages were
pre-arranaged.)
The sacrament of matrimony always takes place in a church.
For Catholics, marriage is not just a social or family event, but a
Church event. Whether the marriage is between two Catholics or
one Catholic and a person of another Christians faith, the fact that
the wedding takes place in church signifies it is a sacred action.
Only the bishop can permit a marriage to be celebrated in another
suitable place.

Liturgical and Office Schedule
Weekday Mass:
Monday - Friday
Weekend Masses:
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

8:30am
5:00pm
7:30am
9:30am
11:30am

Holy Days of Obligation
Please check the bulletin or call the
parish office for times

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:45 - 4:45pm
Rosary
Monday - Friday
8:00am
Sunday
9:00am
Parish Office
(419) 866-6181
Fax: (419) 866-6142
Monday - Friday
9:00am - 4:30pm
School Office
(419) 866 - 6177
Fax: (419) 866-4107
Monday - Friday
8:00am - 4:00pm

