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Dear Saint Joan of Arc Parishioners,
As Christmas draws near, I give thanks to God that he has
placed me among such good people as you. My prayer is that you may
celebrate the Nativity of the Lord with joy and peace. God loves us with
an unfailing love. May that love bless you and yours in super-abundance
in the coming year!
Also, I personally thank everyone—volunteer and staff—who
put effort into our Advent and Christmas Season liturgies and parish
events. Your joyful service compliments the joyful season.
Let us pray for one another!
In Christ,
Fr. Adam Hertzfeld

Second Saturday Event

Immaculate Conception

Our December Second Saturday Event will be
on December 14, 2019 at 6 p.m.. The theme
will be focused on the children where Fr.
Adam will read the Christmas gospel to them,
followed by a short Christmas video, and if the
children are good, a visit from Santa! It will
run from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. and pizza will be
provided. Parents are welcome to stay or drop
off the kids so they can get something else
done if they wish.
Then we hope to see you again on January
11 for a chili cook-off. If you have never been
to a Second Saturday, give it a try. They are a
great way to build community spirit and meet
more
The meal is free.
Teresaparishioners.
Tomeo
Aaron Baer

The Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception is transferred to Monday,
December 9, this year, because the
Second Sunday of Advent takes
precedence. When holy days of
obligation fall on a Monday or
Saturday, the obligation to attend
Mass is lifted. However, this is our
national feast day, so if you are able to
attend Mass, it would be a marvelous
way to pray for our country and to
honor our sinless Mother of God, who
from the moment of her conception
received the fullness of grace and
virtue. Mass is at 8:30 a.m.

Christ in Us Ministry By Stephen and Angela Kinsey
The CHRIST in Us Ministry has been keeping busy serving our parish
family. The persons involved believe that they are more served than
the people they serve, but this is God's way. The biggest
commitment this fall has been running people to doctor's
appointments. One particular young man, Max, is being transported
by our ministry to an affiliate of the University of Michigan Hospital
for life changing physical/occupational therapy. We have invested in
Max's care and hope with God's healing hands he will walk again; for
sure Max's family of support has grown. One particular man called
to say how Max had touched his life. He really connected with Max
and will keep him in prayer. This is what serving does; it changes our
hearts. God breaks our hearts for what breaks His. We also had
helped a dear lady with her landscaping last spring/summer; she was 96 years old and
Max
she just needed "a little help until I can do it again." Well, our ministry was called this
fall, was able to visit her in hospice, say a Divine Chaplet at her bedside and attend her
funeral Mass. How beautiful to be able to walk with someone through the dying
process and help in a small way to ready them to meet God. Now, we are receiving
calls to help put up Christmas decorations. We are so GRATEFUL for those who call and
those who respond.

Thanksgiving Day Dinner

Kids Christmas Corner -

Add a little bit of body text
Unscramble the Words
The eleventh annual Thanksgiving dinner has
grown in attendance from the first dinner
Who talks to Mary in Luke 1:30?
when 60 people enjoyed the meal until now
GNALE ____ ____ ____ ____ ____
when 205 persons enjoyed the holiday
menu. Over the years the place for cooking
Whose throne did God give in Luke 1:32?
has traveled from downtown to Our Lady of
VAIDD ____ ____ ____ ____ ____
Lourdes to St. Pat’s Heatherdowns to here.
What will be filled in Luke 3:5?
And this year the dinner moved from the
LEAVLY ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____
gym to the atrium. We can’t keep track of the
number of persons who brought desserts,
What was the baby's name?
and the number of volunteers continues to
ESJUS ____ ____ ____ ____ ____
be admirable. (Back in 2008 the volunteers
Where did Mary live in Luke 1:26-27?
tripled the number of participants.)
ZNHAATRE ____ ____ ____ ____ ____
What was needed for the feast? 20
____ ____ ____
turkeys, 50 pounds of potatoes, six pounds
of onions, five stalks of celery, 16 bricks of
What sign is wrapped in swaddling?
Velveeta cheese, 44 cans of green beans, 44
FTNIAN ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____
cans of corn—to say nothing of the sweet
potatoes, condiments, and the nutritious
What did the angels sing on the first
turkey vegetable soup. Thank you to all our
Christmas night?
volunteers, and a special thank you to those
who organize, especially Mike Johnston,
lyrgo ot dGo ni het hgltseh!
Kathy Despoth, Bill Garber and Willie Meyer.

Blessing of a Christmas Manger
or Nativity Scene
Adapted from Book of Blessings
Lord, bless all who look upon this manger. May
it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, and
raise our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us
and Savior of all, and who lives and reigns
forever and ever. Amen.
Activity: Each family member picks up a statue.
Imagine that you were that person, angel, or
animal on the first Christmas night. Tell your
family what it would have been like.

Welcome Retreat
Ladies, looking for a New Year’s
resolution? Please consider
making the Welcome retreat on
April 25-26. One participant from
the autumn Welcome retreat
wrote, “The Welcome retreat
brought out the best in me. It led
me to contemplate the Christian I
want to be as I was surrounded
by a group of joyful loving
Catholic Christians.” Another
woman wrote, “My prayer is that
God gives you a gentle nudge to
serve as He did and you say yes…
You will be glad you did.”

Letter to a Suffering Church
Bishop Robert Barron wrote Letter to a Suffering Church. Free copies were on the welcome
table, and perhaps by now you have read it. If you did not receive a copy, the following
includes some of the bishop’s points.
The clergy sexual abuse crisis has crippled evangelization. It is one of several factors
contributing to the fact that 25% of Americans claim no religion, and among youth it’s 50%.
But rather than dropping out of religious affiliation, Bishop Barron says “It is the time to
stay and fight.” We have Jesus’ promise that the Lord will be with us until the end of the
ages, “so we are forbidden to give up hope.” The bishop continues, “There is simply never a
good reason to leave the Church. Never. Good reasons to criticize Church people? Plenty.
Legitimate reasons to be angry with corruption, stupidity, careerism, cruelty, greed, and
sexual misconduct on the part of leaders of the Church? You bet. But grounds for turning
away from the grace of Christ in which eternal life is found? No. Never, under any
circumstances.”
We need the Church in this time of secularization, because many have lost their
transcendent point of reference. Without the Eucharist, how can we be “Christified,
eternalized, deified, made ready for life on high with God”? We are not Catholics because
our leaders are flawless. We are Catholics because we find the claims of Catholicism
compelling and beautiful. “We are Catholics because the Church speaks of the Trinitarian
God whose very nature is love; of Jesus the Lord, crucified and risen from the dead; of the
Holy Spirit, who inspires the followers of Christ up and down the ages; of the sacraments,
which convey the Christ-life in us and of the saints who are our friends in the spiritual
order. This is the treasure, this is why we stay.”
What can we do? Stay and fight. Encourage young men to become priests, make a
Holy Hour for the sanctification of the Church, come to Mass regularly, evangelize, perform
the spiritual and corporal works of mercy. “The bottom line is this: If we want holier priests,

Holiday Hints for Those Who are Grieving
Buy a special ornament in memory of your loved one.
Usually the anticipation of the holidays is worse than the actual day. Plan what you
want to do, and tell friends and family. The one grieving needs an open door
policy. Keep a tradition, or start a new one. What would your loved one want you
to do this holiday? Set some boundaries on your own and others’ expectations. Set
priorities and limits on gifts, meals, activities.
Take time for relaxation. Create a day of self-care during the holiday season.
If you need a totally different location or holiday experience, do so without guilt.
Attend Mass at a different time, work at a soup kitchen, or go to a restaurant
instead of cooking at home.
Honor the life of your loved one by saying their name, displaying photos, talking
about favorite memories. Others will then feel free to talk about your loved one.
The holiday will not be a perfect day. Be gentle with yourself.

From our Principal

by Gabriel Jakubisin

The school year continues
in full swing. You may
recall that the school
announced the Elevate SJA
project in the spring of this
year. Two of the three goals
set forth at that time are in
place with the third to follow in January. The
first of these, rearranging the middle school
and junior high to maximize the teacher's
ability to focus on their field, was
accomplished over the summer. The second,
increasing the level of differentiation within
classrooms, was supported by professional
development this summer and teachers are
putting it into practice. The third, adding
advisory groups, will take place with the
beginning of the second semester this January.
Each of these steps help us better attain our
goal of forming saints, servants, and scholars.
If you didn't know, St. Joan of Arc School is
accredited by the Ohio Catholic Schools
Accrediting Association (OCSAA). OCSAA
requires each school to commit to two goals
each six-year cycle. One of our goals this cycle
relates to the differentiated instruction

previously mentioned. The other
relates to the Mass! Our all-school
Masses are already beautiful; one of
my favorite parts is the students
singing the Our Father in Latin.
However, we don't want to sit back but
rather keep striving for holiness. So,
our second goal involves helping
students come to a deeper
understanding of and appreciation for
Holy Mass. As members of the parish,
the best thing you can do for our parish
school's children in this respect is to
pray for them. Pray that they come to a
deeper understanding of what the
Mass means and have a deeper
encounter with Christ in the Eucharist.
As the saying goes, it takes a village to
raise a child. Each member of the
parish has a role to play in this ministry
of educating the youth. There are
always opportunities to volunteer if
you're interested. Just call the school
office. In any case, though, lift up our
students in your prayer daily!

Christmas Masses

Christmas Eve

4:00 p.m. (Doors open at 3:00) ,
Full choir, piano, string quartet, flute. This Mass will use incense.
[Note: This mass is very crowded. Extra seating in narthex]
6:30 p.m. Mass will be more reflective and peaceful.
11:00 p.m. Full choir, piano, strings. This Mass will use incense.

Christmas Day
7:30 a.m. - No incense.
9:30 a.m. – There will be incense (note well the change) If you haven’t come to
Christmas morning Mass in awhile, consider a Christmas morning Mass this
year.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
New Year’s Day
5:30 p.m. Tuesday, December 31
10:00 a.m. Wednesday, January 1

Reconciliation Times During Advent
Confessions will be available during the three Wednesdays of Presence for
Christmas from 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. on December 4, December 11 and
December 18. In addition to his regular weekly times in the confessional (Fridays
from 7:30 -8:00 a.m. and Saturdays from 3:45-4:45 p.m., Fr. Hertzfeld will also
hear confessions starting 1/2 hour before all Masses on December 22.

Liturgical and Office Schedule
Weekday Mass:
Monday - Friday
Weekend Masses:
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

8:30 am
5:00 pm
7:30 am
9:30 am
11:30 am

Holy Days of Obligation
Please check the bulletin or call the
parish office for times

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday
3:45 - 4:45 pm
Rosary
Monday - Friday
8:00 am
Sunday
9:00 am
Parish Office
(419) 866-6181
Fax: (419) 866-6142
Monday - Friday
9:00 am - 4:30 pm
School Office
(419) 866 - 6177
Fax: (419) 866-4107
Monday - Friday
8:00 am - 4:00 pm

