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Prayer
@ Home

Discipleship for the whole family.

Church Family,
Thank you for investing in yourself and the lives of your family. The thought of family devotionals can spark many different
emotions in people. For some it’s pure joy and a piece of cake, others find it challenging and sends a shiver down their spine. Here
at FBCT, we want to help your family grow in your Christian walk. Our @Home ministry offers practical information for every
age and every stage of your family. If you haven’t already, check out our website for links to great articles on various topics to
encourage you.
A new devotional packet will be available every month. Plan a time that works best for you. While there will be one lesson per
month, feel free to meet more frequently, adding supplements that interest you. There are activities for various ages. Pick and
choose what works best for your family and we encourage you to add to it!
Our greatest responsibility as parents is educating and discipling our children to Jesus. If you are just getting started or need a
little encouragement, here are some practical tips:
JUST START! Just the fact that you are engaging with your family in the Word is what it is all about! It isn’t intimidating. It’s
JESUS!
ESTABLISH A PATTERN. Develop a routine and make a priority of getting together. This is probably the single most important
element of success.
THINK ENGAGEMENT…NOT ENTERTAINMENT. You do not have to have bells and whistles and a 3- ring circus to attract your
children. Your family time should not feel like a lecture either. Encourage dialogue and participation. Have the littles sing a song
or lead in an activity. Have your teen make a graphic or YouTube video about the topic you are discussing. Take turns and allow
them to teach (or re-teach) the lesson. You are teaching them confidence in sharing Jesus and sharpening the skills for their
own devotional time as adults. Nothing will encourage you more than witnessing your children walking in the Lord. WIN-WIN!
KIDS WILL BE KIDS. Some days will be better than others. Let’s face it. Kids are unpredictable. Kids wiggle..and giggle…and get
bored easily. Don’t get discouraged. Be in it for the long haul. If you are consistent and excited, your kids will follow your lead.
This commitment will be one you will never regret. I do not know of any child that grew up and recalled the best day they spent
watching television. But they will forever remember the time that you invested into them. Many of the tips listed above involve
children. If you ARE your family unit or it is all adults in your home, your devotional time is just as vital. Our Christian walk is
never-ending. We are here to minister together. We are family, in our church, and in our community of Terrell.
Still need help? We are here. Please feel free to contact me at ryan@fbcterrell.org. I would love to help. I am excited for you.
Let’s get started!
In Him,
Ryan
You have several options in using this devotion. You could read it aloud and discuss it with your family or read ahead of
time and develop your own specifically designed devotion for your family. It doesn’t matter how you do it, it matters
that you spend time in the Word with your family. Before I added this paper into the packet, I stopped and prayed for
you, for you to be encouraged and for God’s blessing and protection for your family. Thank you for taking this journey
on prayer. May God bless you!

PRAYER @HOME

Discipleship for the whole family.

What is prayer
anyways?
Prayer is such an amazing gift from God. Think
about the reality of being able to speak to God, the
creator of the universe. God is so good to us.
Communication is such a vital part of our day. We
have come a long way in the ways we
communicate. Back in the day, pagers were a big
deal, and having a car phone was only for the elite.
Nowadays, communication is at the tips of our
fingers…literally.
Communication has always been important to me.
I love to talk. My mom constantly heard from my
teachers at school that I was “social”. The teacher
would always put me next to the quiet, shy kid and
you guessed it, I still talked. We communicate by
talking face to face, phone calls, and even nonverbal ways such as writing, emails, texts,
charades, emojis, sign language, and even by
showing our emotions.
How do we communicate with God?
We can use the same ways we communicate with
our friends and families. Prayer, simply put, is
talking to God. There is no big secret to prayer but
there are ways we can pray more effectively.

OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS, WE ARE GOING TO LOOK
AT SOME PRAYERS IN THE BIBLE WITH A FOCUS ON THE
LORD’S PRAYER. IT IS OFTEN CALLED THE MODEL PRAYER. IT
IS MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE TWICE, MATTHEW 6 AND LUKE 11.

page 02

And a little child
shall lead them....
Prayer is often taught at
an early age in most
Christian homes. Many
little ones begin praying
as soon as they can talk,
thanking God for their
food and at bedtime.
Children are not the
least bit intimidated at
the thought of prayer.
Their simplicity in going
to our Father is
refreshing and a lesson
we need to remind
ourselves.
God is not waving a big
stick at you, demanding
that you pray certain
verbiage like thou and
thee and thine. He
knows your heart. He
wants you to share it.

Running out of gift
ideas? Coffee gift
baskets are a
fantastic way to
liven up the holiday
season.

Why should we pray?
Read aloud and discuss other reasons we should pray.

I often get asked that if God knows everything
anyway, why do we even bother to pray? The
answer is simple. Relationship.
Think back at a family gathering, maybe
Thanksgiving or Christmas. The feast is on the
table, the chatter and laughter around the table
begin…and before you know it, here it comes.
Memories shared that we love to hear year after
year, maybe even more cherished now in this
pandemic era. Every year we hear how Uncle
Bob pulled his silly shenanigans. No matter how
many times we hear it, it warms our soul and
connects us as a family. It brings comfort and a
sense of belonging.
I feel in some ways it is the same way with God.
Had a bad day at work, He knows that. He still
wants to hear your feelings. You have a great
report from the Dr? He wants to hear your joy. It
truly is about the relationship. He doesn’t need
to know our needs. He knows them long before
we do anyways. He wants us to have the
connection of belonging to Him. Just as we love
to hear from our own children, we are God’s
children.
He loves your voice!

With all prayer and petition, pray at all
times in the Spirit, and with this in view,
be on the alert with all perseverance and
petition for all the saints,
Ephesians 6:18

BIBLE STORY
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The Bible is filled with stories of how prayer
changed lives. One of my favorites is Daniel
in the lions den. It is found in Daniel 6. It
didn’t matter what circumstances Daniel
was in, he bowed and prayed 3 times a day.
Prayer made a difference in his life. Folks,
there is no situation created by man that
God cannot change. No power, no earthly
ruler, no law greater than God. He is our
hope.

Let's read Daniel 6 now and answer
the questions below.

1. Who gave the order to throw Daniel in the lion's den?
2. Who shut the lion's mouth?
3. Why couldn't the King sleep?
4. What did Daniel know about God?
5. Why was praying important?
There are many life-changing prayers in the Bible, but one conversation (or prayer) with the Lord is
relevant to us, even today. That is the man on the cross next to Jesus. He was able to speak face to face
to our Lord to ask for forgiveness of his sins. The prayer of salvation is the most important prayer we
will ever pray. Have you prayed that prayer?
You may say…I have been going to church all my life. That is great. That alone will not get you into
Heaven. If you were to die tonight and stood face to face before God and He asked why you should be
allowed into Heaven, what would your answer be? There is only one answer that will suffice.
You and I are sinners. We were born that way. The Bible teaches us that God provided a perfect solution
in sending Jesus, His Son, to come to earth to live a perfect life and die on the cross for our sins. He rose
again on the 3rd day. This is a precious gift that we do not deserve. We can respond by praying and
asking Jesus into our hearts. If you have never done that, or unsure if you had, we would love to share
with you so you can have that assurance. Do not wait. It will be the best decision you have ever made in
your life.

LIFE APPLICATION
In the coming lessons, we will talk
about how we should pray. Do not
wait for future lessons to begin
talking to God. Take time to reflect
on some things that He has done
for you. Thank him for those things.
Thank him for the times He
answered your prayers with a
resounding “yes”. And thank Him
and tell Him you trust Him for the
times He answered, “not now”.

This month, try praying
together as a family. If
you don’t already, pray
together before your
meals. Maybe pray a
prayer together before
bed. And see where it
leads you. We also will be
enclosing a prayer
calendar. We would love
for you to join us in
praying as a church.

Start a family prayer journal. Write
your prayer requests down and go
back and journal when and how it
was answered. It will prove to be an
encouragement to see God's hand
on your lives.

God longs to
listen to you.
Stop and let that
sink in for a moment.
God wants to hear from
YOU.
WOW! Isn't God good?

What would happen

if our entire church committed to pray together for 1 minute a day?

Will you pray with us?
1. Pastor Lowrie & family
2. Community of Terrell
3. Our SS/Life groups
4. Our City leaders
5. An end to covid and those affected
6. For those facing trials in their lives
7. Unchurched
8. Our First responders
9. Our church members
10. Unemployed and financially burdened
11. Those who are facing illness
12. Friends and family
13. Church staff & families
14. Healthcare workers
15. Elderly
16. Those who are afraid
17. President, Governor & lawmakers
18. Those who are discouraged
19. Our church ministries
20. Our educators
21. Families in our community
22. Those who are lost
23. Our children
24. For someone to invite to church
25. Our teens
26. For God to draw us close to Him
27. The lonely
28. Those we come in contact w/today
29. Our missionaries
30. For God to bless your family and your prayer life
31. For our church to be “the Light” to our city, Terrell

What is the amazing truth? The same God that parted the
red sea, that closed the lion’s mouth for Daniel, that gave
the little boy the provisions for the feeding of the 5,000…
that same God desires a relationship with you. Start
today by praying and thanking Him for His goodness.
I must tell Jesus all of my trials;
I cannot bear these burdens alone;
In my distress He kindly will help me;
He ever loves and cares for His own.
Refrain:
I must tell Jesus!
I must tell Jesus!
I cannot bear my burdens alone;
I must tell Jesus!
I must tell Jesus!
Jesus can help me, Jesus, alone.
I must tell Jesus all of my troubles;
He is a kind, compassionate friend;
If I but ask Him, He will deliver,
Make of my troubles quickly an end. [Refrain]
Tempted and tried, I need a great Savior,
One who can help my burdens to bear;
I must tell Jesus, I must tell Jesus;
He all my cares and sorrows will share. [Refrain]

Baptist Hymnal, 1991
Written by E.A. Hoffman

O how the world to evil allures me!
O how my heart is tempted to sin!
I must tell Jesus, and He will help me
Over the world the vict'ry to win. [Refrain]

May I ask for one favor? Will you email me and share with me one thing I can pray
with you about? And I will share with you something on my heart that you can
pray with me about. I would love to have a prayer warrior and a friend that we
can depend on each other. My email is ryan@fbcterrell.org.

MEMORY VERSE

Just like Daniel, we can trust God.
We can pray and ask God to help us.

When I am
afraid,
I will put my trust
in You.
PSALMS 56:3
Memory Verse
Game:
Write out each word of the
verse on a separate piece of
paper. After you review the
verse a few times, scramble the
cards and see how quickly you
can line the words up in the
correct order.

In the blank below,
write how this verse could be
applied to your life.

Dear Jesus,
I want to trust you. Please help me
to trust you when
_________________________. I love you.
Thank you for being there for me.
In Jesus name, Amen.

ACTIVITY PAGE
ABCs of Prayer
Challenge

Prayer is communication
with God. Pick one way of
communication from the
list and have a conversation
with your family.
Sign language
Email or TXT
Letter
Telephone
Face to Face

On a paper or poster
board, write out the
alphabet.
As a family (or
divided into groups)
show some reasons
why we should pray...
ex: A-Ask, G-guidance,
W-wisdom, etc..

What are 2 reasons that
kind of communication is
good? And two reasons why
it was bad?
If you had to choose only 1
way to communicate, what
would it be?

Which way is easier to talk
to your parents? your
friends? God?
God doesn't care which way
we communicate. He just
wants to hear from us. God
makes praying easy.

I can pray like Daniel.

