
 

Shoe Box Ideas for All Kids:  
Washcloth 
Bar of Soap 
Travel Box for Soap 
Toothbrush 
Band Aids 
Clothing Items (shirts, shorts, flip flops) 
Reusable plastic containers: cup,  
water bottle, plate, bowl, blunt edged utensils.  
(Consider filling and empty container with 
 non-liquid items such as combs, markers,  
sunglasses etc. to maximize space.) 
Crayons 
Markers 
Notebook 
Blank Index Cards 
Pencils 
Colored Pencils 
Pencil Sharpener 
Erasers 
Scissors 
Ruler 
Stickers 
Pencil Case/Pouch 
Glue Sticks  

Sunglasses/jewelry 
Slinky 
Puzzles 
Sidewalk Chalk 
Small Chalkboard and Chalk 
Playing cards 
Binoculars 
Compass 
Chalkboard and chalk 
Yo-Yo 
Small Kite 
Etch a Sketch 
Kaleidoscope 
Marbles 
Wrist Watch 
Sunglasses 
Flip Flops 
Shoes and Socks 
Underwear 
Clothing (shirts, pants, shorts, skirts, dresses) 
Backpack 
Small Musical instrument (harmonica or 
recorder) 
Deflated Soccer Ball with pump 
Solar powered lights 

2019 Operation Christmas 
Child Gift Ideas

Notes: 
• The 10-14 age group tends to have the least boxes donated.  If equipped properly, children in this age group have the potential 

to provide for or at least contribute to their households.  
• Flip Flops or Socks are vitally important for many children to protect their feet from injury, parasites etc. 
• A handwritten note from your family is a special touch.  (If you include your address, you may get a letter in response!) 
• Please do not include:  candy, toothpaste, gum, used or damaged items, war related items (guns, knives or military figures), 

chocolate or food, fruit rolls, or other fruit snacks, powdered or liquid drink mixes, liquids or lotions, vitamins or medications, 
breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers, aerosol cans. 

• Online Shipping Donations allow you to track your boxes! 
• ***When affixing the label to your box, putting it on an end, rather than in the middle makes it much easier for sorting.*** 

More Ideas on the Back

Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an international 
relief organization. Their mission is to provide local partners around the world 
with shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies as a 

means of reaching out to children in their own communities with the Good News 
of Jesus Christ.  Your gifts in a packed shoebox plus your $9 donation can 

change the lives of children in over 100 countries around the world.   
The items on this list have been compiled to help you create the most impactful 

boxes possible. 



Shoebox Ideas for Girls 
Ages 2-4 
Stuffed Animal  
Sidewalk Chalk 
Doll (can include accessories, doll clothes, doll bed etc.) 
Ball 
Blanket 
Bracelets 
Hair Accessories (Hair ties, Bows, Barrettes etc.) 
Coloring Books 
Picture Books 
Playdough (can include cookie cutters or non-sharp utensils) 
Ages 5-9 
Jewelry Making Kit 
Deck of Playing Cards 
Sewing Kit 
Pretty Bandana or Scarf 
Flashlight (solar powered or crank preferred;  
if battery operated include batteries and extras.)  
Compact mirror 
Solar powered calculator 
Small adhesive tape (scotch tape and or washi tape.) 
Non Liquid Paint set with brushes and paper or canvas. 
Jump Rope 
Costume “Dress Up” Items (**tiara, crown and costume jewelry 
crowns and tiaras are big “wow” items.) 
Ages 10-14 
Sewing Kit 
Clothes Line  
Clothes Pins 
Scissors 
Jewelry/bead kit 
Pretty Fabric (Fat quarters or 1-2 yard pieces) 
Thread 
Elastic 
Sewing Notions 
Ribbon, Lace or other trim 
Pretty Bandana or Scarf 
Nail Polish 
Manicure Set 
Gardening kit with gloves and trowel (do not include seeds) 
Lip Balm (not gloss) 
Flashlight (solar powered or crank preferred;  
if battery operated include batteries and extras.) 
Compact Mirror 
Stick Deodorant 
Washable/reusable menstrual pads (imperative for girls school 
attendance) 
Solar powered calculator 
Protractor  
Small adhesive tape (scotch tape or washi tape) 
Sunhat or cute Ball Cap 
Purse or Tote Bag 
Bead jewelry/bead kit 
Hair accessories 
Jump Rope 
Small Cosmetic Bag with zipper 
Cooking/Baking Supplies 

Shoe Box Ideas for Boys 
Ages 2-4 
Stuffed Animal 
Foam Ball  
Wind Up Toys 
Blanket 
Playdough (can include cookie cutters and non-sharp 
utensils.) 
Tennis Ball 
Finger Puppets 
Play Cars/Trucks/Boats 
Plastic dinosaurs 
Ages 5-9 
Deck of Playing Cards 
Small Lego kit (with a storage box) 
Bandana 
Small fishing kit  
Flashlight (crank or solar powered preferred; if battery 
operated include batteries and extras.) 
Frisbee 
Small adhesive tape (scotch tape or washi tape) 
Wrist Watch 
Coloring Books 
Non Liquid paint set with brushes and paper or canvas 
Binoculars 
Tool Set 
Solar Powered Calculator 
Hacky Sack 
Toy Cars 
Plastic dinosaurs, animals, action figures (nothing war 
related) 
Small frisbee 
Ages 10-14 
Ball of Twine 
Tape Measure 
Tool Kit (hammer, screwdrivers, nails, screws, etc) 
Fishing Supplies 
Tarp 
Baseball and Glove 
Duck Tape 
Toy Truck/Car/Boat 
Flashlight (crank or solar powered preferred; if battery 
operated include batteries and extras.) 
Nail Clipper and File 
Stick Deodorant 
Solar powered calculator 
Protractor 
Small adhesive tape (scotch tape, washi tape) 
Wrist Watch 
Hat/Bandana 
Compass 
Binoculars 
Gardening kit with gloves and trowel (no seeds) 
Magnets 
Kaleidoscope 
Playing Cards 
Hacky Sack 


