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“… out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” John 7:38
“… everything will live where the river goes.” Ezekiel 47:9

WELCOME to the first issue of our church newsletter! We hope this monthly
publication will help you feel more connected to The River Church community
by providing a forum for sharing info and resources,
“Let us therefore make
portraying the big picture of what TRC is doing, and every effort to do what
helping us all get to know one another even better.
leads to peace and to
CONGRATS, Sayward Nelson & Madeline Johnson, mutual edification.”
co-winners of the Name-the-Newsletter contest! Both suggested The Current,
which perfectly reflects the role of this newsletter in relation to TRC: As a
strong river current shapes the shoreline and assists in transportation, our goal
is for The Current to help shape our community while conveying timely, vital,
thought-provoking, uplifting, or simply fun information to readers.
THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER, so feel free to chime in with updates,
suggestions, submissions, and solutions! Please don’t hesitate to send our
editor (see pg. 2) photos, articles, or data you’d like to see in future issues!

Romans 14:19

The Current is a
monthly newsletter
designed to provide
covenant members
and attendees of
The River Church
a communications
crossroad that
supports TRC in
fulfilling its mission
and vision for God’s
glorification in our
community.

The Current

Michael’s Musings: Enter The Current

Summer arrives quickly in Yakima Valley.
won’t travel far if you only
Clouds disappear and the blue sky reveals a
watch from the banks. We
scorching sun that pushes the air to threewant you in the current!
digit temps. To beat the heat, you jump onto
The River Church has Michael B. Johnson
an inner tube and float the Yakima River.
a current to it: Sunday worship gatherings,
Floating through the canyon, you feel the
missional communities, one-on-one or group
cool, refreshing water. You gaze at the steep
discipleship, community activities, and
canyon’s beauty, spying wildlife that makes a
outreach. The activities of TRC are its current,
The River Church:
home of the river and its banks. Nearby are
where we all participate together in the life of
the friends and family who entered the river
Christ and the Great Commission. Our large
Our mission is to glorify
with you. Their joyful voices carry across the
gatherings, our city parks, our homes, our
God by making disciples
water as together you navigate the current.
coffee shops, and breakrooms, wherever we
and planting churches
The current. Without it we would drift
meet: These places are entry-points along the
motionless on the water. Without it our view
river, where the gospel has opportunity to
that transform lives,
would
be
unchanging.
Without
it
the
water
break into our lives and change people.
families, and
would grow stagnate and foul.
If you step into the current, you will find
communities with the
But the current propels the water from the
God waiting to change you, too. Where do
mountain lakes to valleys of fields, orchards,
you need to enter the TRC current? Maybe
Good News of Jesus.
and vineyards. The river’s current refreshes
you need to text a couple of friends and start
the land it touches, turning desert into oasis.
that discipleship group or Bible study. Maybe
Our vision is to be a
What you hold in your hands—or read
you need to reserve that Sunday or Thursday
church that is growing
online—is the inaugural issue of The River
night for missional community. Maybe you
need to make Sunday worship more than an
Church’s
newsletter:
The
Current.
With
it,
in our love for Jesus,
occasional habit for you and your family.
we hope to keep you current on TRC’s news
glorifying God in
Maybe you need to “raise your hand” for the
and activities. We also hope to encourage
worship, and going in
next workday or outreach event.
you to enter the river, to get into the water, to
Leave the bank. Get in the water. Let the
join the current that is The River Church.
community to serve our
In these pages we encourage you to leave current take you where God is leading The
city and our world.
River Church!
your observation post on the river bank–-you
won’t travel far if you only watch from the
3366 ebfaff are colors
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shore.
We want
you to get into
the current.
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color
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or a
omissions
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The River Church
has
current toin it:
and
other
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or
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The
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Sunday
worship
gatherings,
missional
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2 The Current 6/27/2021

LOOKBACK: See what happened at TRC recently!

CONTACT US
The River Church
220 E. Seattle
PO Box 664
Moxee, WA 98936
(509) 317-2137
theriverchurchmoxee.com
connect@theriverchurchmoxee.com

School-Out, Cool-Out Pool & BBQ Party!
Members of seven families showed on June 13
to congratulate our grads and celebrate the start
of summer … trust us
that no one walked away
hungry! Despite nonstop
technical glitches with the
pool as well as major
grill malfunctions, in the
long run the proverbial
good time was had by all!
Perhaps there will be an
end-of-summer repeat?!

theriverchurchmoxee
Pastor Michael Johnson
(253) 830-4382
Courtney Melone
Administrator
(509) 307-6931
David Wells
Elder, Music Lead
(509) 654-0281
Kevin Melone
Deacon, MC Lead
(509) 307-6427
Cheryl Johnson
Youth Group Lead
(253) 830-4482
Teresa Barry
Newsletter Editor, MC Lead
(509) 823-6591

The Current
Connect with Teresa regarding
the newsletter in person, by
phone (above), or by sending
photos, articles, ideas, etc., to
her email:
tbhistorygeek@gmail.com

Church Workday: Great Turnout & Results!
Close to 20 wonderful
volunteers showed up to
bless TRC on our most
recent church workday,
Saturday, May 22! They
repurposed wood, built a
fence for the children’s
church, cleaned, did
touch-up painting, and
more. Thank you all for
your time and efforts!
You are so appreciated!
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THE AMEN CORNER
wa

$

Please lift up your prayers for:
* Paul D. and his family as he
continues his Army deployment
* all our grads who anticipate
new beginnings of various sorts
* families as school has ended
and kids do full-time summer

The River Church is proud of all our grads: those moving from elementary
school to middle school, middle school to high school, and especially
those achieving the milestones of graduating from high school and college!
We honor the efforts that have led to your success and look forward to
seeing what comes next in your life! Just remember: If you run into a
bumpy path ahead, you never walk alone when you walk in faith!

* Bella & Dominick as they
were joined in holy matrimony

Playing 20 10 Questions W/Courtney Melone!

* our quest to select more
deacons to serve TRC

Courtney (deacon Kevin’s better half!) is TRC’s Administrator. Let’s learn
more about who she really is! Here are our 10 Qs and her answers:

* shorthanded church leadership,
who all wear multiple hats

1. What does TRC’s Administrator do?
I deposit the Sunday offerings and record
contributions, pay the church’s bills, process
payroll, and do all the financial tasks for a
small business. I update the weekly bulletin
and study guide and often create posters,
banners, and other graphic design projects.
2. What do you do for fun or to de-stress?
I like to do anything with the family: trips,
hikes, swimming in the backyard, and playing
basketball or shopping with the kids. I also
enjoy walking; late evening walks in the
summertime are my favorite. I enjoy reading
as well and crafting when I have the time.
3. Are you from Yakima, or where?
I was born in upstate New York in a small
town called Elmira. I lived there until I was
12 then lived in West Virginia for a year
before moving to Yakima when I was 13.
4. When/How did you become Christian?
I became a Christian at a backyard bible
club when I was 12. My aunt and cousin,
the only Christians in my family, always
took me to bible clubs in the summers.
My mom became saved shortly after that.
5. What advice has most impacted you?
A Christian woman ministered to me when my
young kids always seemed to be sick, causing
me to miss Sunday services. She said, “God
will meet you where you’re at … you don’t
need to go to church on Sunday to be in the
presence of the Lord. Let Him come to you

* those who are ill or in pain
* those seeking employment
* those fighting depression, etc.
* those with spiritual doubts and
fears, struggling for faith

Please lift up your praises for:
* justice in a recent court case
* God continuing to meet our
family’s needs in these
uncertain times
CHURCH FINANCES
May 2021 totals
Income: $5,379.44
Expenditures: $6,302.84
Net Income: - $923.40
.

wherever you need Him.”
I remember that all the
time, thinking about it
when I’m at work or
struggling or anything. He is always with me!
6. Do you have a life motto?
My current life motto is My faith is bigger
than my fears (hence my recent tattoo)!
7. What do your friends say about you?
I hear that I’m caring, generous, sensitive, and
pretty funny. I am surprisingly sarcastic (most
people wouldn’t assume that right off the bat).
8. What do few people know about you?
I have some hidden talents! I used to be a
blogger who wrote reviews for young adult
books and Christian romance books. In college
I was the Red Robin bird mascot (boy, do I
have stories about that)!
9. What is your greatest happiness?
My family. I love being with my family. I’ve
been married for 19 years and we have really
great kids. Every day my husband or my kids
make me laugh or bring a smile to my face.
They are the greatest joy to me!
10. What life goal currently drives you?
To focus on the Lord and to not let my fears
take over. I’ve gone through some tough
things and believe I have tough things ahead
in my future. Those what-ifs can really get in
the way. Instead, I focus on living for the Lord
daily and I give Him my fears.
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JUNE 2021
SUN

UNG

WHERE
The following take place at
12
The River Church in Moxee:
* Sunday Worship services
* Sunday Moxee MC

Wednesday Prayer meets at
Mugshotz Café in Moxee

27

28

YOUNGSTERS
TRC Youth Group
(6th grade & up) will resume
meeting on Wednesday nights
in the fall. Contact Cheryl
Johnson with any questions!

TUE
29

10 am Worship
6 pm Moxee MC

WED
30

THU

FRI

6 am Prayer

SAT

June 29 is the 1,954 anniversary of the
apostle Paul’s martyrdom. He was killed
near Rome in the year 67.
th

th

JULY 2021
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

“I am not ashamed to be a Christian,” wrote the Apache
warrior Geronimo after his baptism in Oklahoma Territory
on July 3, 1903. “[I]t seems to me the best religion in
enabling one to live right.”

1

4th of July

17

18

6 am Prayer

6 pm Birch MC

14

15

6 am Prayer

6 pm Birch MC

21

22 Happy B-Day,
Nikki Brown!
6 pm Birch MC

23

28

29

30

6 am Prayer

6 pm Birch MC

5

6

10 am Worship
6 pm Moxee MC
11

Thursday Birchfield MC
meets at 2405 Birchfield Rd
(off Hwy 24 near Moxee)

MON

12

13

10 am Worship
6 pm Moxee MC
18

19

20

10 am Worship
6 pm Moxee MC
25 Happy B-Day,
Yolanda Sanchez!
10 am Worship
6 pm Moxee MC

6 am Prayer

26

27

SAT

2

3

9

10

16

17

6 pm Birch MC

Church
Workday
24

Youth Group Campout
31

History facts obtained from http://www.christianity.com – see its On This Day in Church History Timeline

TRC Children’s Church
(0-kinder) needs volunteers!
If you love having fun with
the little ones, consider
stepping up as lead or assist
for our youngest kiddos
during Sunday a.m. worship!
See Michael or Cheryl
Johnson OR David or Amy
Wells for more information!
“A joyful heart is
good medicine…”
(Proverbs 17:22)
Q: What kind of man

was Boaz before
he got married?

WHAT, ME WORRY? For many decades, the motto of a bussing company founded in
1914 inspired faith by encouraging travelers to “Go Greyhound and leave the driving to us.”
It was a twist on words penned some 400 years before when German priest Martin Luther
powerfully forbade the practice of worrying with five words: “Pray, and let God worry.”
Paul wrote much the same in Philippians 4:6-7 (“Do not be anxious about anything … )
while Jesus gave lengthy admonitions that we should hand all our worries over to God
(see Matthew 6:25-34 and Luke 12:24-34). Whether you quote Scripture, Martin Luther,
or Alfred P. Newman, we all decrease our stress when we just “Let Go, and Let God.”

A: He was Ruthless!

