
                     
        

  

 

  

 
A monthly newsletter of   
The River Church, Moxee 

Volume I, Issue # 5    
October 31, 2021 

 
 

   The Current is a 

monthly newsletter 

designed to provide 

covenant members  

and attendees of      

The River Church         

a communications 

crossroad that   

supports TRC in 

fulfilling its mission   

and vision for God’s 

glorification in our 

community. 

 

  The River Church: 

   Our mission is to glorify 

God by making disciples 

and planting churches 

that transform lives, 

families, and  

communities with the 

Good News of Jesus. 
  

   Our vision is to be a 

church that is growing     

in our love for Jesus, 

glorifying God in   

worship, and going in 

community to serve our 

city and our world. 
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The Current 
“… out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” John 7:38 

          “… everything will live where the river goes.” Ezekiel 47:9 
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purposes only; The River Church assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in its contents. Views and opinions expressed by its editor 
and other contributors do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of The River Church although we do our best to align them! 

Soul Care: Facing Down Fear   
by Cheryl Johnson 

 

 

 

and He answered me and delivered me 

from all my fears” (v. 4); “the angel of 

the Lord encamps around those who 

fear Him, and delivers them” (v. 7); 

“those who seek the Lord lack not no 

good thing” (v. 10); and “the Lord is 

near to the brokenhearted and saves the 

crushed in spirit” (v. 18). Those are 

just some highlights from a very 

comforting psalm. Read the rest of 

Psalm 34 for yourself and see if you 

are not uplifted. 

 One of the themes of Psalm 34  

        (and the rest of the Psalms, and  

       the Bible, for that matter) is to take  

      refuge in the Lord. God knows that  

      our world is a scary place and He 

wants us to know He is near. “Taste 

and see that the Lord is good. How 

happy is the man who takes refuge in 

Him!” (Ps. 34:8). There are numerous 

verses in the Bible that encourage the 

reader to take refuge in the Lord. He is 

described as our Rock, Shelter and 

Refuge, again and again.  

     Part of taking shelter in the Lord 

means reading His word. God has 

given us a treasure trove of scripture 

that brings comfort and guidance 

through this scary maze of life. Psalm 

119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp for 

my feet and a light on my path.” In the 

corn maze, several people can’t resist 

turning on their flashlight. They long 

for the comfort of a light and a clear 

path. Opening your Bible and reading 

it is like turning on a light in your soul. 

It is a living and breathing word, 

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and 

given as a gift to God’s people for hope 

and comfort (John 1:1, 4). God’s words 

are a shelter, and His promises serve as 

a shield against unrelenting fear (John 

16:33; Eph. 6:14-17). 
 

continued on back page, in yellow box 

 We find shelter from this world 

through prayer, as well. David knew 

when he cried out to God, He would 

listen carefully and act on his behalf 

(Ps. 34:17). David made a habit of 

     Last Wednesday, our youth leaders 

took our annual youth group trip to the 

corn maze in Union Gap. Highlights of 

the trip always include the hayride (a bit 

tamer than it used to be), roasting 

mallows and making s’mores around the 

bonfire and, of course, the corn maze. 

“Inside the corn maze, you will face your 

worst fears and meet your true self!” … 

or something like that. It is a great 

place to make memories and enjoy 

the thrills and chills created by corn, 

a fog machine, and people dressed  

up as your worst nightmare (I’m 

looking at you, Chainsaw Guy!). It’s a 

great place to trade your real fears for 

imaginative fears that are not actually 

threatening. If only life were so simple.  

     The world we live can be scarier and 

more unpredictable than any corn maze 

can ever hope to be. We live in a world 

of darkness and uncertainty, with a cast 

of villains, both known and unknown. 

Real life can be downright scary and 

anything but fun or funny. No generation 

since Adam and Eve has enjoyed a “fear-

free” existence and we are no exception. 

We are now caught in the drama and 

uncertainty of a worldwide pandemic, 

with our own personal fears and phobias, 

the unrelenting stress of life, and growing 

anxiety. We are far east of Eden. 

     How can we cope as individuals and 

as the church in such an atmosphere of 

anxiety and stress? Can the Bible 

possibly have answers big enough for our 

problems and fears? Yes!! We have a 

God who listens to us well, cares deeply, 

and acts on our behalf. Psalm 34 is 

David’s account of God’s deliverance 

and care for His saints in times of 

trouble. David said: “I sought the Lord, 

and He answered me and delivered me 

from all my fears” (v. 4). “The Angel of 

the Lord encamps around those who fear 

Him, and rescues them” (v. 7). “Those 

who seek the Lord will not lack any good 
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CONTACT US 
 

 

The River Church 
220 E. Seattle  
PO Box 664 
Moxee, WA 98936 
 
(509) 317-2137 
 
theriverchurchmoxee.com 
connect@theriverchurchmoxee.com 
 

  theriverchurchmoxee 

 
Pastor Michael Johnson 
(253) 830-4382 
 
Courtney Melone 
Administrator 
(509) 307-6931 
 
David Wells 
Elder, Music Lead 
(509) 654-0281 
 
Kevin Melone 
Deacon, MC Lead 
(509) 307-6427 
 
Cheryl Johnson 
Youth Group Lead 
(253) 830-4482 
 
Teresa Barry 
Newsletter Editor, MC Lead 
(509) 823-6591 
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Connect with Teresa regarding 
the newsletter in person, by 
phone (above), or by sending 
photos, articles, ideas, etc., to 
her email:   
 

tbhistorygeek@gmail.com  
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Youth Group went to the Union Gap Corn Maze! 

LOOKBACK: See what happened at TRC recently! 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

What a wonderful night, 
(not too cold!) … lots of 
fun with our TRC family! 

Wed., Oct. 27th! 

mailto:connect@theriverchurchmoxee.com
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* Paul D. and his family as his     
   Army deployment nears its end 
 

 

* our quest to select more  
   deacons to serve TRC 
 

* shorthanded church leadership,  
   who all wear multiple hats  
 

* those who are ill or in pain 
 

* those seeking employment 
 

* those fighting depression 
 

* those with spiritual doubts and  
   fears, struggling for faith 
 

* those dealing with elderly   
   parents with multiple issues  
 

* those feeling lonely, apart from 
   family as holidays approach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*  health issues being resolved 
 

*  that the new job is awesome! 
 

*  an answered prayer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Please lift up your praises for:  

 

 

1.How’d you end up in Yakima, from Othello?  
I moved to Yakima when I got a job at the 
Washington State Department of Agriculture. 
Back then it was a temporary job but it 
became permanent. That was 23 years ago 
and how I came to be in this valley. 
 

2. How did Christ meet up with you?  
In high school I had been going to a 
Presbyterian church. Then I went to another 
church’s youth group, and a kid there asked 
me, “Have you been saved?” I didn’t know 
what he meant. I had heard the story but 
… So I had a conversation with the youth  
pastor and have followed Christ ever since! 
 

3.How did you end up at The River Church? 
Courtney and I were members of the Terrace 
Heights Baptist Church. We were one of the 
original families involved in The River Church 
church planting. 
 

4. You’re our deacon … what do you DO? 
Lots of stuff! The deacon’s job is to provide 
for the physical needs of the church. When 
the pastor is busy it may mean ministering  
to people in need—if they have financial or 
physical needs, we can help with that—
anytime a ministry leader needs help 
ministering to needs within the church. It 
also involves taking care of the grounds. 
When Bill was here he did that petty-much 
full-time. It’s harder now and I’m looking 
forward to TRC adding more deacons in the 
near future! 

5. Do you have a 
guiding verse or  
personal motto? 
Yes! Psalm 139:14 
is my life verse: 
I praise you, for I 
am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful 
are your works; my soul knows it very well. 
It’s a nice reminder for me that I am God’s 
product, that I am His son … I have a 
purpose in His kingdom. 
 

6. Of what in your life are you most proud? 
Being married and having kids. I love having 
fun and being with them. 
 

7. How do you recharge your batteries? Prayer! 
 

8. What do you most look forward to in life? 
I’d like to see my children be successful. That’s 
especially important to me right now, with one 
in college and one not far behind.      
 
 

9. What surprising fact do few know of you? 
I’ve been to Kenya! David [Wells] and I went 
on a mission to Kenya. We went around on 
foot, hut to hut, preaching the Word to people 
there. We also went to a national park and 
learned that the animals you are afraid of are 
not the ones you should be afraid of! 
 

10. If you could be any fictional character … ?  
I’m gonna have to go with Luke Skywalker! 
It’s a childhood fantasy, having a giant laser 
sword. There’s also a story of redemption in 
his family … a story that resonates. 

CHURCH FINANCES 
   September 2021 
totals 
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 THE AMEN CORNER 

 

Please lift up your prayers for:  

Income:  $3,313.27 
Expenses:  $6,157.15 

Net Income: - $2,843.88   

Deacon Kevin does it all: works full-time while being heavily 
involved with his family, his MC, and his TRC deacon duties.  
Get to know Super-Deacon Kevin via our 10 Qs & his answers: 

Playing 20 10 Questions W/Kevin Melone 

 

 

TRC Youth Group 

generally meets 

on Wednesdays 

from 630 – 8 pm 

at the church in 

Moxee. This 

month those 

meeting dates are 

Nov. 3, 10, and 17 

(no meeting on 

11/24 (before 

Thanksgiving). 



nniverdsary, Dedva 

 

 

CEF’s 

NOVEMBER 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
Nov. 1, 1509:  
Michelangelo 
unveiled his 
Sistine Chapel! 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

6 am Prayer 

630 pm Youth Grp  

4 

 

5 

  

       

6 

 

7 

10 am Worship 

6 pm Moxee MC 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

6 am Prayer 

630 pm Youth Grp 

11  

  Vets Day 

 

12 

  

         

13 

 

14 

10 am Worship 

6 pm Moxee MC 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

6 am Prayer 

630 pm Youth Grp 

18 

 

19 

  

         

20 

 

21 

10 am Worship 

6 pm Moxee MC 

 
 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

6 am Prayer 

 

NO Youth Group 

25 

Thanxgiving 

26 

 

27 

 

28  

10 am Worship 

6 pm Moxee MC 

29  30  

 

1 Dec 

6 am Prayer 

630 pm Youth Grp 

2 Dec 

 

3 Dec 

 

4 Dec 

 

 

 

  
 

“A joyful heart is 
good medicine…” 
(Proverbs 17:22) 

Why did Noah punish 
the chickens on the Ark? 
 

 

History facts obtained from http://www.christianity.com – see its On This Day in Church History Timeline 
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WHERE 

The following take place at  

The River Church in Moxee: 
 

 

    * Sunday Worship services  

    * Sunday Moxee MC   
   

Wednesday Prayer meets at 

Mugshotz Café in Moxee 

 
 

Thursday Birchfield MC 

meets at 2405 Birchfield Rd 

(off Hwy 24 near Moxee) 
 

Please note: Temporarily on 

hold—we need members! 😊 

Please contact the Barrys or 

Pastor Michael if you are 

interested in attending! 

 
 

 

YOUNGSTERS 
 

TRC Children’s Church  

(0-kinder) needs volunteers!  

If you love having fun with 

the little ones, consider 

stepping up to help our 

youngest kiddos during 

Sunday a.m. worship! 

See Michael or Cheryl 

Johnson OR David or Amy 

Wells for more information! 

 

 

TRC Youth Group  

(6th grade & up) meets at 

TRC, on Wednesdays from 

630-8 pm. (Nov 3, 10, 17) … 

See Cheryl for more info! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

continued from Soul Care, front page   We find shelter from this world through 

prayer, as well. David knew when he cried out to God, He would listen carefully and 

act on his behalf (Ps. 34:17). David made a habit of crying out to God. The God 

David prayed to then is the same God today. He is just as powerful, just as loving, 

and just as interested in you as He was in David. Many Christians feel unable to pray 

to God, fearing they don’t know what to say or how to say it. But there are no word 

requirements or grammatical rules in prayer. A sincere cry of “Father, help me!” is 

just as sufficient as the most eloquent prayer ever uttered. Try praying through the 

Psalms. Take each phrase and pray the same for yourself, your family, and your 

church. Keep a journal or record of some sort of the things you are praying about and 

keep track of how God answers. And no matter what you do, keep praying until you 

see something happen (Luke 18:1). 

     Spending time with God’s people is another aspect of taking shelter in the Lord. 

The kids in the corn maze stuck together! They encouraged and guided each other—

watched out for their friends. The body of Christ works in a similar way. We are 

here, in part, to be God’s hands and feet and serve as a shelter for the souls of our 

brothers and sisters in Christ. At TRC, Sunday morning worship reminds us who and 

what God is; missional communities provide a “family within the family” where we 

can serve, love, and pray for each other; and discipleship groups (3-5 people who 

gather regularly to talk about what’s going on in their lives, and to gain and give 

support. If you don’t belong to an M.C. and/or discipleship group already, talk to one 

of the ministry or M.C. leaders (page 2) to help connect you to others walking the 

journey of Christian faith. 

     Christ wants to address your fears. He already does, via His word, His people, and 

prayer. If you feel anxious, as if stuck all alone in a dark, gloomy maze, afraid of 

what is around every corner, take shelter in the Lord! Call on Him and He will 

answer you. Call on Him by reading His word, gathering with others in both our large 

worship gathering and smaller settings, and through a regular habit of prayer. He will 

answer you in surprising ways! 

 
 
 

     Happy  
Birthday, 

Paul R! 

   

    Happy Anniv’y  
Paul & Sarah 

Devany! 

   

    Happy Anniv’y  
Rich & Teresa 

Barry! 

   

     Happy  
Birthday, 

Mathew B! 

   

     Happy  
Birthday, 

Arielle! 

   

     Happy  
Birthday, 
John G! 

   

     Happy  
Birthday, 
Ezra W! 

   

Because they were 
using fowl language! 


