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   The Current is a 

monthly newsletter 

designed to provide 

covenant members  

and attendees of      

The River Church         

a communications 

crossroad that   

supports TRC in 

fulfilling its mission   

and vision for God’s 

glorification in our 

community. 

 

  The River Church: 

   Our mission is to glorify 

God by making disciples 

and planting churches 

that transform lives, 

families, and  

communities with the 

Good News of Jesus. 
  

   Our vision is to be a 

church that is growing     

in our love for Jesus, 

glorifying God in   

worship, and going in 

community to serve our 

city and our world. 
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The Current 
“… out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” John 7:38 

          “… everything will live where the river goes.” Ezekiel 47:9 

 

© 2021 The River Church [TRC]. All rights reserved. The information contained in this newsletter is for general information and educational 
purposes only; The River Church assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in its contents. Views and opinions expressed by its editor 
and other contributors do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of The River Church although we do our best to align them! 

Michael’s Musings …  

 

 

Michael B. Johnson 

 

God’s character  

and His work in  

the world. 

     Take a look at  

Psalm 73 again.  

Verse 1 states: Truly God is good to 

Israel, to those who are pure in heart.  

     The psalmist begins with a 

statement about God: that He is good to 

His people, namely those who live 

according to God’s holy standards. As 

you keep reading Psalm 73, remember 

this verse! This verse foreshadows the 

hope God gives to His people. 

     When the psalmist enters God’s 

sanctuary, he is reminded of the 

goodness of God in the way He deals 

justly with evil: Surely You set them in 

slippery places; You cast them down to 

destruction (Ps. 73:18, NASB). God sees 

evil and has a plan to put it to an end. 

     The psalmist experiences the 

comfort and wisdom of God when he 

enters God’s presence:  
 

        Nevertheless I am continually  

        with You; You have taken hold of  

        my right hand. You will guide me  

        with Your plan, and afterward  

        receive me to glory (Ps. 73:23-24). 
 

     This theological perspective 

becomes immensely personal for the 

psalmist as well as the reader when he 

states: But as for me, the nearness of 

God is good for me (Ps. 73:28a). God’s 

people experience the goodness of God 

when they draw near to God. 

     How are you reading the Psalms? 

Read them for honest perspectives, for 

personal perspectives, and most of all, 

for theological perspectives. 

 

     If you are following the TRC Bible 

Reading Challenge this year, you will 

have noticed a reading from the Psalms 

each day. Following this schedule, you 

will read all 150 Psalms twice during the 

year. How are you reading the Psalms?  

     Consider Psalm 73 (from Week 40, 

Day 2 and Week 14, Day 2). It begins 

with these words:  
 

        Truly God is good to Israel,  

        to those who are pure in heart.  

        But as for me, my feet had almost  

        stumbled, my steps had nearly  

        slipped. For I was envious of the  

        arrogant when I saw the prosperity  

        of the wicked (Psalm 73:1-3, ESV). 
 

     Notice that the Psalm begins with a 

statement about God then describes the 

psalmist’s personal experience, followed 

by an honest assessment of what he 

sees: Evil people prosper.  

     In these few verses we encounter 

several common perspectives of the 

Psalms. First, the Psalms give us an 

honest perspective on life. The psalmists 

“tell it like it is.” They give us a glimpse 

of life in all its joys, sorrows, doubts, 

and hopes. 

     The Psalms also give us a personal 

perspective. The psalmists write with 

thoughts and feelings with which the 

reader can identify. The Psalms describe 

life among friends, enemies, and the 

people of God. 

     Yet the Psalms also give us a 

theological perspective. They tell us 

something about God. We identify with 

the honest and personal experiences of 

the psalmists, but we must not fail to 

wonder at what they reveal to us about  

 

 

How Are You Reading the Psalms? 

 



 

    

    

 

 

CONTACT US 
 

 

The River Church 
220 E. Seattle  
PO Box 664 
Moxee, WA 98936 
 
(509) 317-2137 
 
theriverchurchmoxee.com 
connect@theriverchurchmoxee.com 
 

  theriverchurchmoxee 

 
Pastor Michael Johnson 
(253) 830-4382 
 
Courtney Melone 
Administrator 
(509) 307-6931 
 
David Wells 
Elder, Music Lead 
(509) 654-0281 
 
Kevin Melone 
Deacon, MC Lead 
(509) 307-6427 
 
Cheryl Johnson 
Youth Group Lead 
(253) 830-4482 
 
Teresa Barry 
Newsletter Editor, MC Lead 
(509) 823-6591 
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Connect with Teresa regarding 
the newsletter in person, by 
phone (above), or by sending 
photos, articles, ideas, etc., to 
her email:   
 

tbhistorygeek@gmail.com  
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Youth Group Scores! 

LOOKBACK: See what happened at TRC recently! 

     The Moxee Hop Festival 

offered youth from TRC and 

the Terrace Heights Baptist 

Church an opportunity to 

raise funds for all the fun 

activities they are planning 

for the upcoming year.  

     Fourteen kids from the 

two churches took turns 

running the Pepsi booth for 

the two-day festival, 

earning a profit of $1,097! 

Thanks to these awesome 

kids—and to the adults who 

gave of their time to help in 

the heat! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Figuring how to lock 
up may have been a 

bigger challenge 
than keeping the 

drinks stocked up! 

 
(left) girl watching on break!  
 

                       (below) hard working AND good looking! 
 

(below) keeping it clean! 

Look who the 
cat dragged in! 

mailto:connect@theriverchurchmoxee.com
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* our school-age kids as they 
   return to school 
 

* young adults heading to college 
 

* Paul D. and his family as he     
   continues his Army deployment 
 

 

* our quest to select more  
   deacons to serve TRC 
 

* shorthanded church leadership,  
   who all wear multiple hats  
 

* those who are ill or in pain 
 

* those seeking employment 
 

* those fighting depression 
 

* those with spiritual doubts and  
   fears, struggling for faith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*  health issues being resolved 
 

*  safe arrival of two foreign- 
    exchange students to the Barry      
    home (Natia and Marsel are  
    staying for the school year) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Please lift up your praises for:  

 

 

1. How did you end up in Yakima? I grew up 
in Spokane and moved around with my federal 
rangeland management job: Idaho, Colorado, 
Nevada, and Utah. After 25 years, I wanted to 
come home to Washington. A job in Yakima 
popped up in 2007 so I transferred here.   
 

2. How did you become a Christian? I was 
raised Catholic, went to a Catholic school, but 
fell out of it and by college I was agnostic. In 
my 40s I met my wife and started working 
toward being a Christian. We started attending 
different churches in Yakima and when I lost 
my job, it started something in me. I’ve been 
growing as a Christian since then!        
 

3.How/When did you get to The River Church? 
They mailed out postcards about a children’s 
event in the Moxee Park and we liked what 
we read. We didn’t make it to the park but 
decided to give the church a chance. We came 
on Oct. 30, 206, and I actually saw someone I 
knew from work … and we were hooked. 
 

4. How’d you turn out better than expected? 
I’ve been growing as an individual in a lot of 
unexpected ways; I feel my spiritual journey 
has made me a better person. I am more 
content with life, more content with myself 
than I used to be. I have a clearer vision of 
where I am going and what I need to do. My 
faith has helped me develop that.  
 

5. Of what are you 
the most proud?   
In 2011 I learned I was diabetic. I had to 
change my life style: I lost about 50 pounds, 
stepped up my exercise, started a new diet. 
Being diabetic is scary but I’m proud of the 
changes I made and maintained for 10 years. 
 

6. What would you change about your life? 
One thing I always regretted was not working 
harder to get better grades in college. I wish 
that I’d gone on to get my master’s degree. 
 
 

7. How do you recharge your batteries? 
I grab the dogs and go on a long walk! We 
go along the hops fields or to Sportsman State 
Park or to Cowiche Canyon.  

 

8. What advice would you give your younger 
self? I was a party animal, so I’d say:  
“Cut back on the partying drastically, pay 
more attention in school, and study harder!” 
 

9. What would most surprise us about you? 
Other than me being a party animal back 
then? I make beer and wine … and I can 
quote a Far Side cartoon for every occasion! 
 

10. Does any Far Side cartoon represent you? 
The geek on the phone hearing the caller say: 
“YOU, Bernie Horowitz! You are the THEY in 
‘That’s what they say!’” 
  

CHURCH FINANCES 
   July 2021 totals 

 

5-Day Club Fun! 
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 THE AMEN CORNER 

 

Please lift up your prayers for:  

Income:  $9,865.57 
Expenses:  $8,203.19 

Net Income:  $1,662.38 

Rich led the Youth Group camping trip last month and didn’t 
lose a single kid (despite multiple attempts to misplace his own 
son, Ezra)! Let’s learn more about this quiet guy who sits up 
near the front on Sundays. Here are our 10 Qs and his answers: 

Playing 20 10 Questions W/Richard Barry 

 

THANK YOU to the TRC volunteers 
who assisted with the 5-Day Club 
events held at our church Aug. 9-13! 
We had a good turnout and the kids 
seemed to have a great time. We are 
hoping to continue doing these type 
of outreach programs for Moxee’s 
children and our volunteers are key! 
 

Give a round of applause to our vols: 
 

Kevin and Courtney; Cheryl; Sarah D.; 
David, Amy, and Olivia W.; Augusta; 
Ezra B.; and Olivia E.   We love you! 
 



 

 

 

CEF’s 

AUGUST 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

29 BTS BASH 

10 am Worship 

6 pm Moxee MC 

30  

 

31 

 

Pastor Andrew Bonar, born 8/29/1810, suffered many 
personal tragedies but reminded Christians: Sing 
hymns as Jesus did, before leaving for Gethsemane!  

SEPTEMBER 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

A pastor’s son, John Ryland translated 
the Bible from Hebrew at age 5--but  
was not a believer until Sept 8, 1767 … 

1 

6 am Prayer 

2 
 

6 pm Birch MC 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

10 am Worship 

6 pm Moxee MC 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

6 am Prayer 

 

9 

6 pm Birch MC 

 

10 

  

         

11 

 

12 
 

10 am Worship 

6 pm Moxee MC 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

6 am Prayer 

 

16 

6 pm Birch MC 

 

17 

  

         

18 

 

19 

10 am Worship 

12n Discover #1 

6 pm Moxee MC 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

6 am Prayer 

 

23 

6 pm Birch MC 

 

24 

  

         

25 

 

26 

10 am Worship 

12n Discover #2 

6 pm Moxee MC 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

6 am Prayer 

 

30 

6 pm Birch MC 

 

… After a friend said 
he needed FAITH he 
studied/attended fiery 
sermons thus was 
saved 254 yrs ago.          

 

 

   

“A joyful heart is 
good medicine…” 
(Proverbs 17:22) 

What do they call 

pastors in Germany? 

History facts obtained from     http://www.christianity.com – see its On This Day in Church History Timeline 
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WHERE 
 

The following take place at  

The River Church in Moxee: 
 

 

    * Sunday Worship services  

    * Sunday Moxee MC   

   

Wednesday Prayer meets at 

Mugshotz Café in Moxee 

 

 

Thursday Birchfield MC 

meets at 2405 Birchfield Rd 

(off Hwy 24 near Moxee) 

 

 

YOUNGSTERS 
 

TRC Youth Group  

(6th grade & up) will resume 

meeting at TRC, Wednesday 

nights from 630-8 pm 

starting Sept. 29. Contact 

Cheryl Johnson with any 

questions! 

 
 

TRC Children’s Church  

(0-kinder) needs volunteers! 

If you love having fun with 

the little ones, consider 

stepping up to help our 

youngest kiddos during 

Sunday a.m. worship! 

See Michael or Cheryl 

Johnson OR David or Amy 

Wells for more information! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Happy 
Birthday, 

Chris Bell! 

   

Interested in TRC Membership? 
 

Attend DISCOVER COVENANT Membership classes! 

 
 
 

LABOR 
DAY 

     Happy 
Birthday, 

Zach 
Burch! 

        Happy B-Day, 
Garrett Anthony! 

   

German shepherds! 

MEMBERS: DID YOU SUBMIT YOUR DEACON NOMINATION FORM? 
On Aug, 22 you should have received an email from Pastor Michael providing a 
link to select name/s of members you think would make good deacons! If you 
did not receive it, please see the pastor as soon as possible. Nominations will be 
collected until about Sept. 4, after which TRC leadership team will assess and 
interview potential deacons. Let’s get those names into the hat! 

What does it mean to be a member of TRC?  

What does TRC believe? Join us for four Sunday 

afternoons to fellowship and learn more about us! 
  

FREE LUNCH and CHILDCARE PROVIDED! 

 

 

Sundays, 12n-2 pm, 
starting SEPT. 19 

12n-2pm 
 


