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   The Current is a 

monthly newsletter 

designed to provide 

covenant members  

and attendees of      

The River Church         

a communications 

crossroad that   

supports TRC in 

fulfilling its mission   

and vision for God’s 

glorification in our 

community. 

 

  The River Church: 

   Our mission is to glorify 

God by making disciples 

and planting churches 

that transform lives, 

families, and  

communities with the 

Good News of Jesus. 
  

   Our vision is to be a 

church that is growing     

in our love for Jesus, 

glorifying God in   

worship, and going in 

community to serve our 

city and our world. 

     3366   ebfaff are colors   

box color is 

3366text=EBFAFF 

 

The Current 
“… out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” John 7:38 

          “… everything will live where the river goes.” Ezekiel 47:9 
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Michael’s Musings: Honor Her Memory 

 

 

may not grieve as  

others do who  

have no hope”  

(1 Thess. 4:13). 

     Christians  

often make the  

mistake of believing that because 

Christians live for eternity, we should 

not be sad for their passing. But Paul 

does not forbid grief. He only instructs 

us not to grieve “as others do who have 

no hope.” To grieve is proper, and so is 

hope. Hope enables us to remember the 

past – the good, bad, painful, and 

beautiful moments. Hope enables us to 

live with joy in the presence and 

endure hardships, because we know the 

One who is Hope, also. 

     When Jesus mourned the loss of his 

friend Lazarus, he offered one of the 

most profound and hope-giving 

statements about himself. He said, “I 

am the resurrection and the life. 

Whoever believes in me, though he die, 

yet shall he live” (John 11:25). Jesus’s 

resurrection means He is alive and will 

never again die. Jesus’s resurrection 

means that we who believe will also 

live again and will never again die. 

Nickie’s profound hope was grounded 

in her faith in Jesus. That is a hope we, 

too, can share. 

     To grieve and to hope is proper, and 

so is faith. Nickie loved to share her 

faith in Jesus. She shared Jesus in 

children’s ministry, AWANA, vacation 

Bible school, and summer children’s 

programs. Her faith took her on 

missions to Africa and Peru. If you 

want to honor her memory, grieve and 

hope, but above all else, have faith in 

the Resurrection and the Life. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nickie McNeely 

Home with the 

Lord, July 1, 2021 

 

     On Thursday, July 22, friends and 

family gathered to honor the memory of 

Nickie McNeely.  

     The River Church is no stranger to 

Nickie and her memory. She joined our 

core team in 2013, and she and her 

great-granddaughter Kade were charter 

members of the church. 

     How should we honor  

her memory? Several  

scenes from the Bible help 

us. The first scene comes  

from 2 Samuel. David  

heard of the death of King  

Saul and his son Jonathan.  

In response he offered a  

lament to their memory: 

“Your glory, O Israel, is slain on your 

high places! How the mighty have 

fallen!” (2 Sam. 1:19).  

     We honor Nickie’s memory by 

grieving her loss. We remember that she 

was a mighty warrior in life. She lived 

to serve and help others – and her dear 

animals! Grief is the proper response to 

death. In grief we experience shock, 

anger, regret, and depression – various 

emotions that come and go in waves.  

To grieve means we acknowledge that 

process and find intentional ways of 

processing the loss and remembering 

our loved one. 

     When we grieve, we grieve with 

hope. We honor Nickie’s memory when 

we grieve with the Hope she knew. She 

knew God as her Creator and her Savior. 

She knew her life belonged to Jesus for 

eternity. The apostle Paul wrote to a 

church troubled by the death of their 

loved ones. He wrote, “But we do not 

want you to be uninformed, brothers, 

about those who are asleep, that you  
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Connect with Teresa regarding 
the newsletter in person, by 
phone (above), or by sending 
photos, articles, ideas, etc., to 
her email:   
 

tbhistorygeek@gmail.com  
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Church Workday July 17: Thanks to all for your help! 

LOOKBACK: See what happened at TRC recently! 

 

 

 

The Lion of AND Judah 

 

 

 

The second we’re back 
from our honeymoon,     
  they put us to work! 

 

It takes a village to 

build a church! Your 

ongoing efforts are 

making awesomeness 

happen as this oh-so- 

beautiful building 

continues grow into 

its original vision. 

 Thanks, Church! 

 

Ezra      s 
his lawn 
mowing gig 
at  
The River 
Church— 
even when 
temps top 
100° F! 

mailto:connect@theriverchurchmoxee.com
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7/23/21 815 am: left TRC 
 

930 am: at the Manashtash Lake Trailhead 
 

12n: Set up camp @ Lost Lake (2 miles 
closer than planned, cool!). Ate lunch. 
 

Old guys had to nap before the hike to 
Manashtash Lake, while we had fun on an 
old wooden raft someone left behind!  
 

6 pm: Gotta do hot dogs while camping, 
right?! Then Bible study under the trees, 
learning how Moses took a leap of faith to 
trust God: He grabbed that snake and 
whew! It did turn back into a stick! We have 
to trust God, too … He’ll come through!  
 

7/24/21 8 am: Last of the slug-a-beds up!  
Had breakfast, broke camp, hiked out! 
 

2 pm: Home! (after stopping at Carl’s Jr. in 
Ellensburg for lunch!) 

 

 

 

 Rich, Ezra, Zach, 
and Balto had fun 

scouting out the 
perfect camping 

spot for the youth 
group campout! 
They hiked and 

camped two 
different lakes 

earlier in the 
month, before 

deciding on the 
Manashtash and 

Lost Lake area! 

 

 

 

 

 

TRC Youth Group 

Campout @ 

Lost Lake 

July 23-24 

  

Before 

After 

 

See more pix on page six! 

 



2  

 

  

$

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

* our school-age kids as they 
   prepare to return to school 
 
* young adults heading to college 
 
* Paul D. and his family as he     
   continues his Army deployment 
 
 

* our quest to select more  
   deacons to serve TRC 
 

* shorthanded church leadership,  
   who all wear multiple hats  
 

* those who are ill or in pain,  
   especially our children, as  
   several have been sick lately 
 

* those seeking employment 
 

* those fighting depression, etc. 
 

* those with spiritual doubts and  
   fears, struggling for faith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*  health issues being resolved 
 

*  God sending folks to help our 
    family during a recent crisis 
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 THE AMEN CORNER 

 

 

 

Please lift up your praises for:  

 

 

Please lift up your prayers for:  

Maybe you’ve seen him in our church for the last few years and 
even been blessed to hear his incredible singing voice, but I’ll 
bet you don’t know a lot about that man with the magnificent 
beard. Here’s your chance! Here are our 10 Qs and his answers: 

1. How long have you attended TRC, and what 
keeps bringing you back? Since we were 
meeting at the library [in Moxee City Hall], 
before you had this building. I was invited to 
The River Church, driving others here from the 
[Union Gospel] Mission, and I kept coming. It’s 
a nice little church; I’m comfortable here. 
 

2. Are you from Yakima? If not, how did you 
get here? Oh, no, I’m from Wisconsin—a 
cheesehead from way back. How’d I get here? 
It just happened. I went into Job Corps when I 
was 16 and moved around a lot. I married at 
27 and had a family but I was just a big jerk. 
I spent 30 years running loose, chasing things 
I shouldn’t have been, drinking and doing 
drugs, riding freight trains, sleeping in bushes, 
eating from dumpsters. I “knew” God but I 
didn’t know Him. God put a stop to it. 
 

3. How did you become a Christian?  While in 
San Jose, I lost my job and my room. I went 
back to a mission I knew in Eugene, OR, and 
sat there for 14 years. I got booted and 
ended up in Salem, where the Lord took away 
all my habits—all the bad stuff!—and I 
became saved! I am born again and I believe 
in the Lord! After that I got a ride to a 
mission in Aberdeen where they needed a 
truck driver. I spent nine years driving there, 
but after an accident I knew my driving days 
were over. I felt led to Yakima, and spent two 
years at the Mission. I finished some programs 
and God got me into an apartment. Now I 
also work at the apartments. I’m on call every 
third Sunday, so I miss coming to TRC on 
those days … but God’s keeping me good!       
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4. What would your  
friends say about you? 
How nice I am. I try to be nice to everyone. 
 

5. Where did that wonderful voice come from? 
I’ve always been able to carry a tune. My dad 
couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket, but he 
could yodel! I grew up in the Nazarene Church 
and was a member of the choir. 
 

6. What is your favorite childhood memory? 
I took lots of long walks in the woods. I was 
the oldest of four boys and liked to be alone. 
 

7. What surprising thing about you would 
amaze us all? I’m 70 years old … and I’m a 
Turkey-Boy! I was born on Thanksgiving Day in 
1950, at five minutes to 12! 
 

8. Do you have a favorite verse or life motto? 
After I was born again, God was talking to me. 
One morning I was sitting in a gray cloud of 
depression. I went into the chapel and was led 
to read Isaiah 12:1 “… for though You were 
angry with me, your anger turned away, that 
you might comfort me.” I realized He wasn’t 
angry at me anymore, and the cloud was 
gone. I haven’t had depression since.  
 

9. What is your greatest happiness? When I 
became aware I was born again. After that 
everything seemed to come together. I’m not 
rich but I’ve got enough. The Lord keeps me 
supplied and then some. And I love to sing. 
 

10. What life lesson or advice would you share 
with today’s youth? Enjoy your childhood as 
long as you can. And don’t live in a bottle. 
  

CHURCH FINANCES 
June 2021 totals 

Income:   $5342.42 

Expenditures:  $5787.63 

Net Income:  -  $445.21          

 

Community spotlight … 
As seen in Michael’s testimony above, missions 

play a key role in sustaining life and mentoring 

the lost until God rescues them from the world! The Yakima Union Gospel 

Mission, where several of our congregation work, strives diligently to “follow 

Christ in helping people move from homelessness to wholeness.” Learn more 

about their shelter, youth center, free medical clinic, etc., at www.yugm.org/ 

Please consider ways you might support their mission thru donations to the 

mission, donating goods to and/or shopping at one of the three YUGM thrift 

stores in Yakima, or by joining their team as an employee or volunteer.  

 

Playing 20 10 Questions W/Michael Huffar 

http://www.yugm.org/


  

I’ve given God a million reasons not to love me. None of them changed His mind. 

Birchfield Missional Community (Thursdays, 6-8 p.m.) 
 

     Perhaps you’re in a different M.C. and you’re wondering what 

we do at the Barry home on Thursdays … or you’re not in an M.C. 

right now and are thinking about joining us … or maybe you’re 

reading this and asking, “What the heck is an M.C., anyway?”  
 

     A missional community is a group of people who meet weekly 

to share a fellowship meal followed by a study of God’s word—

often ending with “cookie time.” Each M.C. has its own character 

and its members learn to love and support one another. And we 

laugh together, a lot! It’s an opportunity to participate more 

fully in The River Church community, to get to know others. 
 

     At the Birchfield M.C., we are halfway through a study about 

the history of philosophy, based on a video series by R.C. Sproul 

called The Consequences of Ideas. Every week we watch a short 

video about a different philosopher, his ideas, and how he 

impacted the world. We then tie it into biblical concepts     

and explore related topics such as the existence of God, the 

meaning of truth, biblical attributes of God, etc. We often get so 

wrapped up in our discussions that we do the “homework” on the 

spot, rather than during the week! Then we pray for one another, 

our community, our country, and our world as we feel moved.    
 

     Our M.C. is pretty small but we have great prayer warriors 

—and often make others salivate with our over-the-top meals! We 

have fun and have come to love one another genuinely. If you are 

free on Thursdays and want to give it a trial run, feel free to do so! 

You don’t need to be a member or even a regular attendee of TRC. 

In fact, one of our group belongs to a different church altogether!  
 

     If the idea of the philosophy study worries you because you 

aren’t much of a student or think it’s an awfully deep topic, don’t 

fret! They are easy enough that our 14-year-old son does the study 

with us (we try to keep it simple to keep our own brains intact, 

anyway)! Think you missed too much already? Nope! The studies 

are pretty self-contained—and we can print off previous weeks’ 

worth of worksheets if you’d like! There’s no commitment, either.  
 

     Whether new to the church or a long-time attendee, consider 

exploring our two missional communities. You’ll find yourself 

immersed in a whole new family that will welcome you, love 

you unconditionally, and nurture you—feeding both your body 

and your soul. To connect with M.C. hosts, see page 2!  ~  Teresa  
 

    

     On July 22 the Birchfield M.C. learned 

how Gottfried Leibniz answered this 

universal question back in the 17th century. 

In a nutshell, he explained that as created 

beings who rejected God’s plan, we are 

imperfect and finite, with physical 

weaknesses and moral failures.  

     Further, he stated that from The Fall, 

the world itself has suffered alongside us in 

a domino effect: What once was a perfect 

home created by God now experiences 

earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, floods, 

and other calamities.  

     Leibniz called these natural disasters 

physical evils while man’s sinfulness is a moral 

evil, with all evil being the natural 

consequence of man’s poor choices.  

     Thus, he absolved God—who had 

created man in His own image and placed 

him in an ideal world—of responsibility 

for resolving or removing issues of evil 

that flowed from the rejection of God. 

     My earthly dad would have thrown 

up his arms, thundering, “You made 

your bed, now lie in it!” Fortunately, 

God has a rescue plan in place—but that 

doesn’t mean we will escape the immediate 

consequences of our sinful natures. Be 

consoled that our faith is strengthened by 

the trials we endure (see James 1:2-4)! 

     In our discussion we also talked about 

Saint Augustine who answered the same 

question by proposing that evil does not 

exist in and of itself; rather, just as dark can 

be said to be the absence of light, so evil can 

be defined as the absence of good, or God. 

This shifts the evil away from God’s fault 

for allowing it—onto the backs of man 

who initiates it of his own free will, which 

was a gift from God that we misuse.  
 

Want to join this discussion? Come see 

us on Thursdays at the Birchfield M.C.!  

We’d welcome your input!  ~ tb 

 Oh, THERE you are! 

Why does a good and loving God 
allow evil to exist in the world?   

 

So glad to find the person who’d  

LOVE to spend Sunday mornings 

working with TRC’s little people!   

Please contact us (pg. 2) to make plans for helping 

with our Children’s Church, starting back up this fall! 
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More photos from TRC’s 
Youth Group Campout! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

(above & 
right) Matt 
 
(left) God’s 
handywork 
 

(left)  
Olivia! 
 
(below) 
Michael, 
carrying a 
double load 
‘cuz he’s a 
great dad: 
Maddie 
didn’t have 
her full 
strength 
back after a 
recent 
illness! 
 
 
 
 
 

(below) old 
guys gotta nap! 

(below) Michael, Maddie, & Cheryl 
 

(above) Ezra  (below) Zach  (right) Rich 

Next year … somewhere we can 
bring an RV with a bathroom in it! 



  

    Deacons help serve needs in the church, 

performing a variety of tasks ranging from 

organizing building maintenance to helping 

those with physical needs.  

    The need for more deacons at The River 

Church was noticed by the leadership team 

last year, and the process for selecting new 

deacons started earlier this year. A couple 

months ago, we asked covenant members to 

pray over the selection process and we 

continue to ask you to do so.  

    We now would like to inform covenant 

members to be on the lookout for a survey 

from Pastor Michael that will aid in the 

nomination process! 

    Once we have a list of candidates, each 

nominated individual will go through an 

elder team interview and evaluation. The 

elders then will submit candidates to 

covenant members for a vote.  

   Upon final selection, the new deacon 

trainees will go through the training and 

orientation process.  

   Thank you all for your continued prayers. 
 

            ~ Kevin Melone, Deacon (only one) 

 

Biblical Qualifications & Responsibilities of Deacons 

Who should be a deacon and what do they do, according to the Bible?  
 

Deacons have a crucial role in the life and the health of the local church, 
but their role is different from that of elders/pastors, who are the primary 
spiritual leaders that teach or preach the Word, shepherding souls. The 
biblical role of deacons is to care for physical and logistical needs of the 
church so that the elders can focus on their primary calling. 
 

This distinction is based on Acts 6:1–6, where the apostles (elders) were 
devoted “to prayer and to the ministry of the word” while seven other men 
(deacons) were chosen to handle more practical matters, allowing the 
pastors to focus on their work.  
 

Paul listed nine qualifications for deacons in 1 Timothy 3:8–13 (see the 
green box, below left). His focus was the moral character of the person to 
fill the office: Deacons must be mature and above reproach.  
 

Based on the New Testament, the role of the deacon is mainly to be a 
servant. The church needs deacons to provide logistical and material 
support so elders can focus on the Word of God and prayer. The bible 
does not provide much information concerning the role of deacons but in 
comparing their requirements with those for elders, deacons do not need 
to be “able to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2), suggesting that deacons do not have 
an official teaching role in the church. Both must manage their house and 
children well but only for elders does Paul compare that to taking care of 
God’s church (1 Tim. 3:5)—likely because deacons do not have a ruling 
or leading position in the church as elders do. Finally, elder requirements 
that they cannot be new converts is not included on the deacon’s list.    
 

Beyond that, the Bible does not clearly indicate the function of deacons, 
yet based on Acts 6, it seems best to view deacons as servants who do 
whatever is necessary to allow the elders to accomplish their God-given 
calling of shepherding and teaching the church. Deacons today might be 
responsible for anything not related to teaching and shepherding the 
church. Such duties might include: 
 

     * Facilities: managing church property: preparing the building for  
                         worship, cleaning up, or running the sound system. 
     * Benevolence: administrating funds/assistance to the needy. 
     * Finances: collecting/counting the offering, keeping records, etc. 
     * Ushers: greeting, distributing bulletins, preparing communion. 
     * Logistics: help in variety of ways to free elders for pastoral work. 
 

In summary, the deacons’ role is  
service-oriented: to care for physical  
and temporal concerns of the church.  
By handling such matters, deacons  
free up elders to focus on shepherding 
the spiritual needs of the congregation.  
Although deacons are not spiritual  
leaders, their character is of utmost  
importance, so deacons must be  
examined and held to the biblical  
qualifications of 1 Timothy 3. 
 

Edited from article by Benjamin Merkle @  
https://www.9marks.org/article/biblical- 
qualifications-and-responsibilities-deacons/ 

 
 

A Very Bad Deacon Joke  

A priest, a rabbit, and a deacon 
walk into a blood bank. “I think I 
might be a type O,“ yelled the rabbit. 

      

 

1 Tim 3:8-13: Paul wrote a deacon must be: 
 

Dignified: honorable, respectable, esteemed, worthy. 
 

Not double-tongued: not saying one thing to certain 
people but something else to others; saying one thing 
but meaning another; being two-faced and insincere; 
whose words cannot be trusted; who lack credibility. 
 

Not addicted to much wine: not undisciplined or 
addicted to wine/strong drink or lacking self-control. 
 

Not greedy for dishonest gain: not a lover of money: 
deacons may handle church financial matters. 
 
 

Sound in faith and life: holds firm to the true gospel 
without wavering; behavior consistent with beliefs. 
 

Blameless: refers to overall character, having moral, 
spiritual, and doctrinal maturity as well as a track 
record of service in the church.  
 

Godly wife:  deacons’ wives must “be dignified, not 
slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in all things”.  
 

Husband of one wife: be a “one-woman man.”  
 

Manage children and household well: be the 
spiritual leader of his wife and children. 

TRC Search For Deacons Continues … 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL 

BASH @ the BARRYS’! 
 

JOIN US for a final fling 
before school starts back! 

 

POTLUCK & POOL 
 
 
 
 
 

SUN, AUG 29 @ 1 pm 
2405 Birchfield Rd 

 

https://www.9marks.org/article/


 

 

CEF’s 
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WHERE 
 

The following take place at  

The River Church in Moxee: 
 

 

    * Sunday Worship services  

    * Sunday Moxee MC   

 

   

Wednesday Prayer meets at 

Mugshotz Café in Moxee 

 

 

 

Thursday Birchfield MC 

meets at 2405 Birchfield Rd 

(off Hwy 24 near Moxee) 

 

 

YOUNGSTERS 
 

TRC Youth Group  

(6th grade & up) will resume 

meeting on Wednesday nights 

in the fall. Contact Cheryl 

Johnson with any questions! 

 
 

TRC Children’s Church  

(0-kinder) needs volunteers! 

If you love having fun with 

the little ones, consider 

stepping up as lead or assist 

for our youngest kiddos 

during Sunday a.m. worship! 

See Michael or Cheryl 

Johnson OR David or Amy 

Wells for more information! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUGUST 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 

10 am Worship 

6 pm Moxee MC 

2  3 
 

4 

6 am Prayer 
 

5 

6 pm Birch MC 

 

6 

  

         

7 

8 

10 am Worship 

6 pm Moxee MC 

9 10 11    

6 am Prayer 

 

12 

6 pm Birch MC 

 

13 

  

         

14 

 

15 

10 am Worship 

6 pm Moxee MC 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

6 am Prayer 

 

19 

6 pm Birch MC 

 

20 

  

         

21 

 

22 

10 am Worship 

6 pm Moxee MC 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

6 am Prayer 

26 
 

6 pm Birch MC 

 

27 

 

        

28 

 

29 BTS BASH 

10 am Worship 

6 pm Moxee MC 

30  

 

31 

 

 

On August 29 of the year 28, John the Baptist 
was beheaded by order of King Herod Antipas. 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

9/4/1847: Pastor Henry Lyte wrote the 

hymn Abide with Me while ill then died. 

1 

6 am Prayer 

2 
 

6 pm Birch MC 

3 

 

4 

 

 

 

     Happy 
B-D, Michael 
Johnson! 

   

     Happy 
B-D, Javen 
Melone 

 

   

“A joyful heart is 
good medicine…” 
(Proverbs 17:22) 

If Mary is the mother 

of God, and Jesus is 

the Lamb of God, does 

that mean Mary had a 

little lamb   …?! 

History facts obtained from http://www.christianity.com – see its On This Day in Church History Timeline 

     Happy 
Birthday, 
Chris Bell! 

   

Happy 278th Birthday, William Paley! This clergyman (b. 8/30/1743)  
wrote several apologetics. His famous “watchmaker argument,” in 
Natural Theology, states: If a savage were to find a watch in the  
middle of the jungle, he’d at once suppose it the work of an  
intelligent being. Nature, being far more complex and elaborate  
than a watch, also must require a designer.  

For centuries skeptics attacked Paley's argument philosophically, but 
in 2005, researcher Jimin Wang reported direct evidence of Paley’s 
Watchmaker: Certain cyanobacteria have a "circadian oscillation” 
that is regulated by a protein-based rotary device … which literally functions as a clock! 
 

 

 

TRC is sponsoring CEF’s 5-Day-Club: M-F Aug 9-13 (630–815 pm) 

CEF’s 5-Day Club is  
coming to Moxee! 
 

   WHO:     Children ages 5-12 
 

   WHEN:   Mon thru Fri, August 9-13 
 

   WHERE: The River Church 
 See Pastor Michael Johnson for 

more info/to help with this fun 
children’s outreach ministry from 

Child Evangelism Fellowship! 
 

Learn more @ 5dayclub.com 
 


