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WHERE IS YOUR FOCUS? 

It is an undisputed fact: we are living in difficult times! But time hasn’t changed. Every day 
has the same 24 hours it’s always had. The issue is how you allocate those hours. Let’s 
assume you sleep 8 hours; that leaves 16 hours every day. Where is your focus? How often 
do you find yourself fretting over the economy and the high cost of food and gas?  How to 
improve your health? How to lower the PG&E bill? What is happening at the Supreme 
Court? Who to vote for in the upoming elections? These are all important 

issues – but they shouldn’t be your primary focus. “Which of you by taking 
thought can add one cubit unto his stature?” (Matt 6:27 KJV). As Christians, our 
faith is in God and we are to follow Christ. Try replacing those thoughts by 

focusing on the many blessings in your life?  As the song writer said, “if God 
doesn’t do anything else, He has already done enough.”  Stay on alert for Satan’s 
schemes. We criticize our youth for the excessive use of social media, while thinking 
television is an innocent form of entertainment. Alert - television is one of Satan’s most 
successful tools in directing our focus. It has us always craving our next purchase while we 
are still paying for the last “must-have.”  It convinces us that lust is to be favored over love. 
And it dares us to hold true to God’s view of gender, marriage, and abortion. Nothing is 
forbidden, and everything is equally acceptable. Focus! Keep Your Eyes on the Prize; Stay 

the Course for God’s Best (Author Dr. Earl C. Stuckey, 1999). COVID has you home-
bound, share words of encouragement with a card or a call. Unable to attend worship 
services, hear the word of God via YouTube or Livestreaming. Aches and pains making 
mobility difficult, then praise God for longevity. Struggling with boredom, then volunteer. 
Satan knows he is powerless before our almighty God; his only way to victory is to get you 
to doubt it. The plan worked with Eve in the Garden, and it’s still working today.  Except, 
we have the indwelling Holy Spirit as our helper. Pray without ceasing and don’t let Satan 

direct your focus. “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things” (Phil 4:8). 
Stay singularly focused “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” 
(Phil 3:14), and know that the joy that we have as believers, the world didn’t give it, and the 
world can’t take it away.    

   With my eyes forever on the prize, Pastor Earl C. Stuckey 



 

 

It Started at 50! 

If you have ever marveled as a sculptor 
works a clump of clay into a masterpiece, 
you can appreciate how poets make magic 
combining words, thoughts, and phrases in 
perfect order.  This is evident in the many 
masterful poems created by our own 

Johnnie Mae Stull-Walker.  Johnnie Mae 

was born in Bonham, Texas. As a young 
child the family went west, first to 
Richmond, CA and a year later, to 
Berkeley, CA. In October 1944 the family 
united with PMBC where pre-teen Johnnie 
Mae met her long-time friend, Betty Hicks.  
It was done! Johnnie Mae had found a 
church home in PMBC. Her service led 
her to participate in just about every 
ministry and auxiliary at PMBC beginning 
as a youth and continuing into her senior 
years. She found great joy in her service in 
the various choirs, missions, and as a 
teacher/facilitator in youth, adult, and 
senior Sunday School classes. As a single 
child, Johnnie Mae’s parents instilled 
values in her including a love for God and 
sharing with others. Some 78 years later, 
she is now the second longest member of 
PMBC. She served in PMBC – but also 
found love there in her soulmate David 
Walker. They established a loving home 
for their family in Oakland, CA and 
enjoyed 47 years of marital bliss until the 
Lord called him home to glory. During 
their marriage a favorite pastime was 
fishing and sharing their catch with family, 
seniors, and those shut-in.  Johnnie Mae’s 
work life included various administrative 
capacities in the insurance industry, before 
retiring from MetLife Insurance. While she 
enjoyed her work life, weekends were 

reserved for time with family, including 
children Leola (Renee), Jerome and Boyce.  

As her grandfather would say “children come 
first.”  It was knowledge of that deep 
relationship that helped her accept the 
Lord’s will when Boyce went to be with 
the Lord. Johnnie Mae’s love for poetry 
goes back to her early childhood when the 
love of reading was introduced to her by 
her grandmother. But she didn’t start 
putting pencil to paper 
and creating her own 
works until she was 50.   
Per Johnnie Mae 

“writing poetry is therapy. 
It is God speaking to me 
urging me to share what He has blessed me 
with.” She credits daughter Renee, husband 
David, and Pastor Stuckey for motivating 
her to compile her many works. A must 
have for every library is her first published 
book of inspirational poetry appropriately 

entitled – The Potter and the Clay. Johnnie 
Mae knows good work when she reads it, 
and is an admirer of giants the likes of 
Maya Angelo, Langston Hughes and 
Yolanda Gorman. Angelo and Gorman 
recited their works during the inauguration 
of President Obama and President Biden.  
Johnnie Mae has pinned poetry for a great 
many saints in the PMBC Hall of fame. 
Johnnie Mae’s (s)heroes in the faith include 
the late Alma Hassen, Maybelle McDaniel, 
Minnie Sims, and Gladys Jordan. Although 
her steps have slowed a bit, her feisty, 
spirited personality loom large as she 
continues her walks throughout the 
neighborhood. As she matured as a 
woman of God she veered from time to 
time, but never so far that the Potter 



 

 

couldn’t put her back on the wheel for more refinement. Her spirit of charity continues 

today; asked jokingly of what she would do if she won the lottery, her daughter replied, “she 
would look for people to share it with.” Her love of the Lord is evident in her countenance and 
her service. For 34 years after her retirement, she served as a loving caregiver to family 
members that needed assistance. A joy to be around, her character and demeanor is 
consistent, whether at church, at the grocery store, or at home sharing with her children, 
grandchildren, great grand-children, and great-great grandchildren. Except–don’t bother her 
when she is glued to the TV cheering on her Golden State Warriors. At any time you may 
find her with bible in hand (studying God’s word); pen in hand (writing poetry), or brush in 
hand (painting). Many have been pleasantly surprised to open the mail and find a hand 
painted card of encouragement. Many a PMBC member can attest to her craft in the kitchen. 
Her well-known specialties include peach cobbler, sweet potato pie, and sweet potato cake. 
For Johnnie Mae dressing for church is important! No, not a fancy dress or shoes; rather 
being outfitted with a thankful heart; a well-worn bible; and a desire to feed upon the word 
of God.  Johnnie Mae’s motto: “God gives you choices but be careful of the choices you 
make because there are consequences, good and bad.”  Praise God for you Sister Johnnie 
Mae Stull Walker. We love you and all you represent. 

   

You are not alone. We see you, and we care. As a “giver of care” to a 
loved one, you see the improvement or decline with each passing day. 
What you might not see is the impact on your own mental and physical 

health. Continue to pray for God’s will for your loved one, and don’t forsake self-care. 
Caring for aged or seriously ill loved ones can require you to make informed decisions in 
unfamiliar areas. The decision to place a loved one in a Care Home or Hospice can be one 
of the most difficult decisions. Below is a link from a Webinar that discusses Palliative Care 
& Hospice: What’s the Difference & How They Can Help. https://carallel.com/caregiver-
resources/caregiver-journey-webinar/the-caregiver-journey-palliative-care-and-hospice-
whats-the-difference-and-how-they-can-help. This information can help you make the best 
decision for your loved one - when the time comes. We are praying for all our Caregivers. 

We know how difficult your job can be at times, but just know “… that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord” (1 Cor 15:58). There is comfort in unity. We encourage you to find comfort 
and compassion in the Caregivers support group. We meet virtually at 
7:00 p.m. on the 4th Thursday of the month. The group is a safe place 
to share your feelings and concerns, hear how other caregivers are 
overcoming challenges, and connect to resources within the 
community that may be available to you. Details can be found on the 
church website under Biblical Counseling; Care for the Caregiver.                  

   Elder Cooper/Sis Sheila Crumbo-Price, Bible Counseling Ministry  



 

 

Home Mission 

We are happy to share information about another one of our Mission 
Partners – The Family Justice Center (“Center”). We identified this organization as a partner 
because of the important work they do to assist people who find themselves in crisis’ that 
often requires legal assistance that may not be otherwise affordable. The Center provides 
services to individuals dealing with issues of mental health, domestic violence, elder abuse, or 
human trafficking. Our prayer is that you never need these services, but it is important to 
know they exist should you, a family member, a friend, or a stranger God sends your way 
has need. The following virtual training is offered in September: 

▪ Restorative Justice: non-criminal response to interpersonal violence. Learn the basic 
elements and practices of restorative justice, and ways to evaluate practices in your 
organization (Sept 9th, 10:00 -11:30). 

▪ Human trafficking: define and tips on things to look for to identify victims; learn 
about programs and remedies (Sept 16th, 10:00-11:30). 

▪ Government Benefits: programs and services available and eligibility requirements 
(Sept 30th, 10:00-11:30). 

For more information contact Marta @ 925-521-6366, or email 
Marta@cocofamilyjustice.org  

Sis Natalie Johnson & Sis Tia Taylor, Ministry Leaders 

IF!!!!! 

Look around and there is no shortage of chaos or calamity. Lies have taken the place of 

truth; common sense is replaced with bizarre facts; personal choice is valued above human 

life; the name “Jesus” is used and abused with no regard to his holiness. Makes you wonder 

– what in the world is going on? While no man knows when Jesus will return, the bible foretells 

of signs that the end times are approaching.  

• This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their 

own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy “ 

(2 Tim 3:1-2).   

• “knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lust, 

and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things 

continue as they were from the beginning of the creation” (2 Pet 3:3-4).  

Don’t lose hope. God is not surprised, and He does His best work when we have exhausted 

our means. Yes, we KNOW – “IF my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 

and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; THEN will I hear from heaven, and will 

forgive their sin, and will HEAL their land” (2 Chr 7:14). 
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