
Bad Words 

 

Proverbs 6:12-14; 16:30—Worthless (useless or valueless), wicked 

(morally bad or wrong; acting or done with evil intent), perverse 

(deviating from what is considered right or good; corrupt or wicked) evil 

(morally bad or wrong; wicked or depraved). 

Wicked and worthless go hand in hand as far as character qualities that 

we do not want to possess. Some examples of these qualities include 

shady dealings, false promises, reneged commitments, and lots of lying. 

Using subtle signals, a person while saying one thing, is clearly 

communicating another thing to others. This deceitfulness is a 

perversity before God, and is indicative of a heart that is constantly 

devising evil plans and intentions for others for selfish gain. These 

actions leads to pain and much harm for others. Now eventually those 

who lay traps for others end up being harmed by their own diabolical 

lifestyle. They make mistakes, or suffer at the hands of violent men, or 

receive divine punishment of some kind. Regardless of what they may 

get away with on earth, God sees all and will hold them accountable in 

eternity. 

The picture of this evil person that emerges here is that of an 

underhanded deceiver who concealed his true and evil intentions by 

these signs and signals. 

Discuss questions 1-3 

 There is a similar description of a corrupt person, with a prediction of 

his coming to a bad end. 

Proverbs 26:23-26—the bible is clear about wolves that come in 

sheep’s clothing, trying to deceive others and do them harm. They have 



dark wicked hearts, even though they masquerade as light. They are 

master liars and skilled in using words to manipulate and exploit. 

Eventually a wicked person’s deeds make his intentions manifest to 

those who desire to know the truth and be set free by it. Believers can 

know deceivers by their fruits (Matthew 7:15-20). Those who have 

spent their efforts tripping up others and laying traps for them will 

often fall prey to their own evil devices and schemes. They will certainly 

be paid back for their evil when God judges them in eternity. 

Question 7 Discussion 

Proverbs 17-4—those who want to do evil and speak evil and lies use 

other people’s destructive methods and words as justification and 

reason for their evil speech and actions. Those who have corrupt 

desires in their hearts are more susceptible to being led away by the 

false and misleading teaching of others. Wise people don’t believe folly 

spewed forth because they pay attention to God’s Word, and they 

advocate for what is true, right, and good. 

Question 4 Discussion 

Proverbs 18:8—the fruit of the lips can either be praise to God and the 

edification of others, or it can be destructive, insulting, and without 

thanks toward the Lord. Gossiping is not viewed highly in the Bible 

(Proverbs 20:19). It is indicative of a heart that would rather analyze 

others than deal with their own hearts. It can make a person feel a lot 

better about themselves just by contrasting themselves to others who 

are more dysfunctional. We should not try to evaluate the state of our 

hearts in light of another person’s failure as if we are rejoicing in their 

errors, but we should look into the mirror of God’s Word, and come 

away changed ourselves. We need the food of God’s Word, not the 

morsels of self-deceit. 



Discuss questions 5-6 

Proverbs 29:5—flattery is not a true compliment, for it is self-seeking in 

nature and without the best interest of others in mind. It may even be 

part of a scheme to trick, trap, use, and exploit a person for one’s own 

evil agenda. It is better to keep company with those who will speak 

truth even if it means that one has to change than to be lied to by those 

who will say anything to protect themselves and preserve their own 

welfare (see Proverbs 27:6). 

Discuss questions 8-9 

 


