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I’M USING MINE!  We put a lot of 

thought into the gifts we 

buy for others. We hope 

the person receiving it, 

likes it, and will put it to 

good use. What happens 

when days later you 

learn it is still in the box, or in a drawer. 

Before you get judgmental, imagine the 

heart of God. He has blessed you with the 

ultimate of Salvation! But He didn’t stop 

there. He’s given each of us talents ~ gifts 

to be used to bring glory to His name. 

“Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same 

Spirit. And there are differences of 

administrations, but the same Lord. And there 

are diversities of operations, but it is the same God 

which worketh all in all. But the manisfactation of 

the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. 

For to one is given by the Spirit the word of 

wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the 

same Spirit; to another faith by the same Sprit; to 

another the gift of healing by the same spirit; to 

another the working of miracles; to another 

prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to 

another divers kinds of tongues; to another the 

interpretation of tongues: (KJV 1 Cor 12:4-

10).” Sadly, many of the gifts He has 

bestowed upon people like you, and I are 

deep in the real estate across the country; 

in cemeteries. Valuable gifts that were 

never opened, never developed, or never 

placed in service, and are now buried in 

graves. I declare with every ounce of my 

being that I will use ALL the gifts He has 

blessed me with. These gifts come in 

different forms. We can’t lay hands on 

people for healing, but each of us can 

approach the throne of grace and pray for 

healing of one another. We can’t perform 

miracles and part the San Francisco Bay, 

but each of us can give a brother a much-

needed ride across the bridge or provide a 

hot McDonald combo when you can’t 

cook. Our tongues are universally English, 

but our tongues can translate words of 

encouragement or even a smile. There is 

no challenge we can’t face victoriously with 

Christ on our side! 

PMBC is blessed! It 

is a family of called 

out people; people 

who are dedicated to 

fulfilling the 

promise. As we 

collectively tackle the 

challenges in our 

homes and our church, we need ALL the 

gifts He has blessed us with. And the eye 

cannot say unto the hand, I have no need 

of thee: “nor again the head to the feet, I have no 

need of you (1 Cor 12:21).”  Christ left the 

church, His Church, in this world to be a 

light to a lost world. Let us be that light on 

the corner of Alcatraz and King, and in 

our respective



 

 

neighborhoods as we seek harmony, as we address the very real challenges and opportunities 

that await us. Let us collectively praise Him on the way to thanking Him for the completed 

reward.   

Faithfully, Pastor Earl C. and Kay F. Stuckey  

 

Doorkeeper for God 

Born in Texarkana, TX, our beloved Tempie 
Sanders was the youngest in the family of 
two brothers and two sisters. She left the 
south when her family relocated to 
Cordornices Village (Berkeley/Albany) 
when she was 12 years old. There she built 
roots including an elder she would cherish, 
Julene Currie, and her life-long friend Betty 
Hicks. Tempie attended Albany public 
schools and is a proud “Cougar” graduate 
of Albany High School. Tempie also grew 
her faith following the examples of Godly 
Christian women in her life her mother 
Gennetta and her grandmother Tempie 
after whom she was named. Tempie has 
been a life-long student of the Bible, and 

proud teacher/facilitator 
of God’s word.  Tempie 
was blessed with three 
children, daughters 
Barbara and Brenda, and 

son Tony who passed three years ago. Her 
legacy now includes two grandsons, four 
granddaughters, and five great grands! As 
her son did until his passing, her daughters 
and granddaughters continue to honor her 
with their time, talent and love. 

 “Pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, 
To visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted 

from the world (James 1:27).”  Tempie has 
always loved to cook and is known for her 
baking skills ~ including favorites Lemon 
Ice Box and German Chocolate cakes. 
These cooking skills were used to 
financially support her family for 21 years 
at the Durant Hotel, and 15 years at UC 
Berkeley. Using her gift of hospitality, and 
her love of God’s word, Tempie was a 
faithful member of New Life Baptist 
Church where she taught Sunday school. 
Unable to carry a tune in a bucket – 
Tempie found joy in serving on the Usher 
Board. It paid dividends as it was serving 
on the Usher Board that she met PMBC 
Usher Maxwell Sanders, and the rest was 
history. They married, and Tempie moved 
her membership and joined him at PMBC. 
Content to rest and relax at home, Tempie 
and Maxwell spent countless hours 
enjoying his passion of fishing; everything 
from casting a pole in the bay to deep sea 
fishing.  Tempie and Sis Walker shared 
many discussions and were sounding 
boards and encouragers in their respective 
marriages. Tempie still finds joy in an 
occasional crossword puzzle and regular 
viewing of Chicago Fire, Chicago Police, 
Gunsmoke, and The Bold and the 
Beautiful. At PMBC Tempie continued her 
study of God’s word; she is the only living 



 

 

member of that first Tuesday morning, 10:00 a.m. bible class under Minister John Nervis. 
She laughs as she remembers the meeting time shifting from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. when 
members (women will be women) protested the one-hour gap between the end of bible study 
and the start of prayer meeting. At PMBC Tempie faithfully served in the Usher Ministry 
including supervising the junior ushers and serving alongside Sister Betty Hicks; in the 
Kitchen Ministry with Sister Viola Rowland; in the Deaconess Ministry with Sister Ethel 
Oliver; and in Bible Study with Sis Johnnie Mae Walker. Content in 
her career, but ready to go - the university offered a “5-year” early 
retirement bonus. Tempie consulted husband Maxwell who gave his 
blessing on the condition she would shift her clothes buying from 
Capwells and Macy’s, and limit shopping to Sears. Of course she said 
“yes” but if you know Tempie, you know Sears was not happening – 
and habits are hard to break. A daily aspect of her morning routine is 
reciting scripture including Psalms 1,8,23,24,27,51,100,121,123. Tempie notes her memory 
isn’t what it used to be, but these scriptures are engraved in her memory and her spirit. 
Praise God! Her favorite scripture is “One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; 
That I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 
enquire in His temple (Psalms 27:4).” When it comes to food, Tempie is not concerned about 
eating healthy “at my age I eat what I want to eat.” Her eyes light up when you mention 
“chitterlings” – a favorite for Tempie and Sister Jewel Carraway, or “fat backs and pig feet” 
her request to daughters for her 91st birthday in January 2023; if they don’t cook it, I will!  
Tempie expressed sadness not being physically able to attend worship service and fellowship 
with her sisters and brothers at PMBC. She looks forward to the virtual communion with 
our deacons, and enjoys an occasional breakfast of grits, bacon, ham and eggs at her favorite 
breakfast spot in West Berkeley. We miss you too Sister Tempie. You are always in our 
hearts and prayers, and just a call away. 

 

It Counts! 

If you ever wondered if YOUR vote counted, look no further then the 

November 2022 mid-term elections. In the Richmond Mayoral race 

there was a tie! Both candidates received 1,921 votes. The Mayor was 

selected when the City Clerk pulled a name from a hat. Just 1 single vote 

could have made a difference! The Oakland Mayoral race was even 

closer in our hearts. Our own Loren Taylor was a leading candidate for 

Mayor. No candidate got 50% of the vote so the “winner” was 

determined by a ranked-choice vote system with Sheng Thao elected as Mayor.  

 



 

 

Your Dollars and “Sense”. As you plan for 2023, be sure you are making wise decisions in 

managing your dollars and cents. The following are three simple things to consider: 

1. Automatic Payments. Automatic payments are a good way to ensure your payments 

are made on time each month, but it is also a way for funds to go out every month 

without your knowledge.  

a. Take a minute to review all charges against your bank account and your credit 

cards.  

b. Are you still using the service? 

c. Has the monthly amount increased? 

d. Is it still a good value? 

 

2. Cell Phone/Internet.  Many of us have cell phones and internet connections in our 

homes.  

a. Are you pleased with the service? 

b. When you experience a problem is the provider responsive? 

c. Are you eligible for any discounts as a loyal customer? 

d. Are similar programs, with a different provider available at a lesser cost? 

 

3. Credit. Manage your credit, don’t let it mismanage you! Limit your credit purchases to 

what you can pay off each month. Making the minimum payment is VERY costly.  

a. With average interest of 18-30%, over time you can easily pay 2X the cost for an 

item.  

b. Choose one or two credit cards for your purchases. Consider any annual fee you 

pay just for having the card and any rewards or benefits for use.

Scammers never take a break! One click of a button or one tidbit of 

information – and not only can your hard earned funds be stolen, but 

your credit can be ruined. NEVER give a caller your (a) social security 

number; (b) account password; (c) credit card number and security 

code.  NEVER send money or buy a gift card to secure your winning 

from the lottery or sweepstakes. Don’t panic when the caller claims to 

be a utility company and says your utilities will be turned off if you 

don’t respond to the call with a payment. The scammers are clever, but you are wise! When 

in doubt just say “I will have my husband/wife, son/daughter call you” and end the call. 


