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FATHER IN HEART AND HOME 

It’s our turn! Happy 

Father’s Day! Last month 

we celebrated Mother’s Day, 

and rightly so. This month 

we turn our focus to Fathers 

and the role they play in our 

hearts and our homes. God, in His 

wisdom, gave Fathers the responsibility to 

be the leader in the home and the head of 

the household. He is to model God’s love 

for us by showing love towards his wife. 

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 

also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 

(Eph 5:25). Don’t confuse the lust we 

often see in television shows with the love a 

husband is to have for his wife. This love is 

evident in the sacrifices he makes for his 

beloved; the gentleness in his touch; and 

the passion in his heart. Father is to live his 

life in a manner that shows his children his 

faith in God. Children learn more from the 

sermons we live before them, than the 

sermons we speak. “And Abraham said, 

My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a 

burnt offering: so they went both of them together.” 

Gen. 22:8).  Father provides security for his 

family. This often means taking a stand 

and making tough decisions. Decisions 

that are not always popular in the culture 

of the day. But having values and morals 

that are consistent and transparent, gives 

children the confidence that they are safe 

and secure. “For my thoughts are not your 

thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith 

the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than 

the earth, so are my ways higher than your 

ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

(Isa 55:8-10). Fathers sometimes get the 

bad wrap for being the one called in to 

discipline. But correction done correctly is 

not only required, but it is profitable. “For 

whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 

scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye 

endure chastening, God dealeth with you as 

sons; for what son is he whom the father 

chasteneth not?  (Heb 12:6-7). But Father is 

more than the disciplinarian. A good 

father, a Godly father, is an integral part of 

the family, and brings joy to the life of his 

children. He shows his children that they 

matter by making time to listen, to play, 

and to laugh with them. The Lord thy God 

in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he 

will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his 

love, he will joy over thee with singing (Zep 

3:17). Fathers also model forgiveness and 

unconditional love. It’s almost a right of 

passage for our children, as they mature, to 

push the envelope. We label it rebellion. It 



 

 

doesn’t make it right, but if we’re honest, not so long ago we were standing in those same 

shoes. We had our own version of being the prodigal. But a father’s love knows no limit. 

"But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he 

ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him." (Luke 15:20).  Praise God for 

fathers! As we close, we can’t overlook the awesome job done by countless mothers who 

are raising their children without the father in the home, but it is not God’s preferred 

“family”. You can get from point A to point B on a unicycle, but the ride is far better on a 

bicycle with two tires. Thank you single moms! To the brothers, praise God for you know 

help create babies and stay there to raise them. Special praise to the brothers who voluntarily 

and lovingly take on the role of father, support mothers, and help rear children. "Hear, my 

son, your father's instruction, and forsake not your mother's teaching." (Prov. 1:8). 

With the love of our Heavenly Father, Pastor Earl C. Stuckey 

 

PMBC’S 2022 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Sarah Elizabeth 
Stephens, graduate of 

Castro Valley High 

School. We recognize her 

growth over the past two 

years, as she polished her 

skills as a public speaker, 

sharing the weekly 

annoucements. Sarah 

also lends her voice in 

the Youth Choir. 

 

 Gabrielle Elizabeth    
Taylor, graduate of North 

Hills Christian High School. 

John Swett High School.  

We recognize her for her 

melodious voice as she 

ministers as a member of the 

Youth Choir and as an 

accomplished soloist, and we 

salute her for her 

extraordinary baking skill.

A SAFE PLACE  

What was once a straight forward discussion with loved ones about staying safe is no longer 

so straight forward. There was a time you could say don’t be out in the wee hours of the 

night/morning; stay clear of rowdy bars; avoid dimly lit streets; and for our children who 

used to play outside, make sure you’re in this house when the street lights come on.  Sadly, 

conversations would sound ridiculous as you say: 



 

 

✓ don’t drive on the freeway in broad daylight for fear of being shot; 

✓ don’t go to the grocery store because there may be a deranged shooter;  

✓ don’t go to church or bible study as there are reports of a shooting at a house of 

worship;  

✓ don’t go to school as some kids parent bought him a gun and he has plans to shoot 

up the school; 

✓ don’t sit next to the window in the living room watching television in case gang 

bangers drive through engaging in gun battle. 

Sadly, just when we think we’ve seen the worst, we bear witness to the horrific shooting at 

Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, TX that resulted in the murder of 21, including 19 

children not yet 11 years old. The hatred and lack of regard for human life is real. The racial 

animosity is also real. But the true cause of the senseless violence is sin! Sin motivated by 

Satan himself. While this is true, it is also true what God said! “If my people, which are called by 

my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then 

will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” (2 

Chron 7:14) We are living in trying times, but we are not without hope. 

We must be diligent and careful about our surroundings and we must 

do our part – “…pray without ceasing” (1 Thes 5:17). Most important - 

remember the only truly safe place is in Christ.  Law makers can and 

should enact laws to address the situation, but the real progress comes 

when Christians share Christ with a lost world.  Can we count on you?  

 

A Few Good Men 

The men of PMBC are united in our determination to represent Christ; to fight for our 

families; to keep the faith; and support one another. We do this through regular bible study, 

prayer and sharing.  We invite every man in Progressive, and other men you know, especially 

those who may be saved, to join us (1) Sunday morning at 9:30 

in the Stovall Hall for Sunday School, (2) at 8:00 a.m. on the 

second Saturday of each month when we come together (via 

Zoom) for corporate prayer.  “Whenever two or more are 

gathered together in my name, there am I in their midst” (Matthew 

18:20), and (3) we invite you to consider the fun and benefits of 

going on one of our fishing trips as part of your self-care.  

Leonard Rivers, Leader, Men’s Ministry 



 

 

Home Mission 

We are excited about the partnerships we have established as part of the Mission Ministry. 

The organizations are doing great work, and we are witnessing the benefits. In May we were 

blessed to celebrate with our partner, Bay Area Rescue Mission: 

▪ We participated in the Annual Golf Fundraiser;  

▪ We attended the graduation of nine men and women who completed the one-year, 

residential Life Transformation Program; and  

▪ We witnessed the Grand Opening of the Muriel E. Mayes Center for Women & 

Children, a 114 bed, newly constructed home (shelter) that God blessed to open debt 

free!    

But we firmly believe that mission starts at home. “We love 

because he first loved us. If anyone says, I love God, and hates his 

brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 

seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment 

we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.”    

(1 John 4:20). The Mission Ministry proudly announces its 

collaboration with the Senior Ministry. Loosely modeled after 

the nationally known Christmas in April 
program, we are looking to serve and support our seniors (and 

disabled) by prolonging their comfort and safety in their homes. Our 

goal is to identify one, possibly two, seniors each quarter to address 

needs in their homes. The projects can range from changing light 

bulbs, to a thorough cleaning of the kitchen, to lawn/yard 

maintenance, or a small carpentry job.  Our goal is to provide these 

services at $0 cost to the senior. We are blessed to have the support of the Women’s 

Ministry and the Men’s Ministry – all who will be the hands and hearts performing the 

tasks. Sis. Betty Hicks, Leader, Senior Ministry is busy engaging with seniors to identify 

specific needs. If you have a project you need assistance with, reach out to Sis. Betty at 

(510) 849-2499.  

This wouldn’t be possible without your support. Thank You for your prayers and your 

generous donations! 

We who are strong must be considerate of those who are sensitive about things like this.         

We must not just please ourselves. We should help others do what is right and build                    

them up in the Lord (Rom. 15:1-2 (NLT). 


