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Celebrating Women’s History Month  

Woman, thy art Woman  

In the creation story, God put the man to sleep, took a rib from his side, and 

made woman.  He was pleased with His work.  But from that point forward – 

all new life has come from woman, and largely while awake.  All of God’s 

creation is wonderful, but He designed woman extraordinarily. Who but a 

woman can work full time in the home, and full time in the business world? Who else can kiss 

a bruised knee and make it better?  Who else can hear the cry of a baby 2-3 rooms removed?  

Who else can simultaneously cook breakfast, tie little shoestrings, gather backpacks, and help 

her husband with his tie? Who else can melt the heart of a man, and draw him away from his 

favorite sporting event ever?  Who else can nurse a baby and implant the word of God into 

the hearts of a baby?  Who is the loudest cheerleader in the stands when you hit a home run 

or strike out? Who else can make you feel like a King, when the world has beat you down? 

Who did God trust to take a little flour, and few drops of water and bake Elijah a scratch 

cake? A widow woman. And who but Lois and Eunice, did God use as models for faith for 

Timothy! Amazing women you are! Our hearts are safe in your hands.  Men are privileged to 

preach and teach from elevated pulpits; women deliver powerful messages every day – from 

the kitchen table in their homes, and the bedsides of those they love.  Of course, we don’t 

need you to remind us of that when we’re driving.  As Jesus’ life on earth was drawing to a 

close, he said of his father “O My father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not 

as I will but as you will” (Matthew 26:39). As he went to the cross, even as He was dying, He 

showed love for His mother “Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy 

mother” (John 19:26-27).  Women of Progressive, “You is kind. You is smart, You is 

important” (from The Help).  You are the soul of PMBC.  CeCe Winans said it best “I’m 

(we’d be) Lost Without You.”   

Your Servant, Pastor Earl C. Stuckey         

       

On February 17th, Pastor Earl C. and Kay Frances celebrated 69 years of 

marriage!  Their hair has grayed over the years, and their steps are not quite as 

spry, but that look of love they reflected 69 years ago is still shining brightly!  

They still enjoy dining out, a favorite TV show, a walk at the San Leandro 

Marina – and a trip to the shopping mall.  Congratulations on 69 years!  To God be the Glory.  



        

You may know Sammy Davis Jr. as the candy man, but did you know Darlene 

Redmon is the candy lady?  You probably thought saints were simply greeting her 

during the meet and greet time, but many were also getting their fix of church candy.  

Darlene’s sweet personality extends beyond her candy stash.  Darlene is generous in extending 

her love to others through action, not just words. She was a primary care giver for her mother 

and grandmother during extended periods of illness and aging.  At the same time, taking able 

bodied seniors on excursions including lunches, dinners, and concerts featuring The Williams 

Brothers.   For the past 45+ years she has provided care and early education for countless 

children, including 25 years as Owner/Director/Operator of Child Education Center at the 

West Campus site (BUSD), and the past 6 years at her home based “It’s All About Me”.  But 

that is not the end of her story.  You might open your mailbox and find an unexpected card, 

or a card with a tea bag just because.  Darlene is a silent, but dependable behind the scenes 

worker in the Women’s Ministry and Homebuilder’s Ministry. Her gifts are 

never ending.  Need an idea for a table-top decoration? Darlene is a sure go-

to. Darlene does all this with the support of her loving husband, Robert 

Redmon, her son Lawrence, grandson Lil’ Lawrence, granddaughter Alicia 

and her 4-legged best friend, Dolce.  So this month Darlene, we give you 

some flowers for your table top.           

  

She Holds My Heart  

Ask any man, woman, or child “who on earth do you hold in high esteem?” and chances are Mom 

or another Mother Figure is at or near the top of the list.  God in His 

wisdom gifted men with extraordinary physical strength.  He enabled men 

to be the gathers and providers. But He also created a place in our hearts, a 

very special place, that can only be filled by a woman.  That first woman 

was likely mom, grandma, aunt…and, later, if by His grace, sweetheart and 

wife.  We are confident we speak for all men when we say about our mothers, grandmothers, 

wives, aunts, sisters and other important women in our lives -- we respect everything about 

you.  Your character; your mind; your gentleness; your delicate hands; your inner and outer 

beauty.  YOU make our world a kinder, gentler place to live and love.  And for us, it starts 

with Lenny and Veronica respectfully. 

Leonard Rivers & Fretias McGary, Men’s Ministry       

  

Special Prayer Request 

It is said, you never forget the moment your doctor says “you have cancer.”  Our 

beloved son Brandon Davis (son of Brenda Davis) has been diagnosed with 

Stage 1 kidney cancer.  Please remember Brandon and Brenda in your prayers.  



The Soul of a Woman    

In the late 60’s, Gerry Goffin co-authored the song lyrics of (You Make Me Feel Like) A 

Natural Woman, originally recorded by Aretha Franklin.  Within these lyrics the question arose 

for me as to how one could describe the soul of a woman.  The soul is the seat of our 

emotions and desires; the part of us that controls the outward behaviors we display based on 

the dictates of our minds, emotions, and will.  Thus, let’s contrast the soul of a “natural woman” 

with that of a “spiritual woman.”  Scripturally, a “natural woman” is one without the Spirit of God: 

she thinks like the world, feels as the world controls her emotions, and makes decisions based 

on her selfish desires.  On the other hand, a “spiritual woman” conforms not to this world, but 

is transformed by the renewing of her mind on the word of God; her emotions reflect the 

mind of Christ; and her decisions align with the will of God as she chooses to deny herself.  

So, the next time you’re tempted to sing-a-long with the soulful popular song (You Make Me 

Feel Like) A Natural Woman, think about how being a “natural woman” is every woman’s state 

before she submits her life to Christ; it’s “when life was unkind and you lacked peace of mind, and 

you didn’t know what was wrong with you.” After believing and receiving Christ as Lord and Savior 

“you’re no longer doubtful of what you’re living for.”  Being a spiritual woman is not 

based on feelings, but on obedience to the Spirit of God!     

      Rosalind “Roz” Simpson   

Minister's Wife must always think positive and focus on positive 
thoughts. Always keeping the faith of Jesus Christ; trusting Him in 

everything. Learning to be grateful in every circumstance, and always thankful. Stay inspired 

and stay true to God's Word.  “And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your 
thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about 
things that are excellent and worthy of praise” (Philippians 4:8). Thank you and God bless you.  

         Joyce Adkins 
 

At the Door – For You   The world is not alone in recognizing women.  Note the 

worldwide symbol of Rosie the Riveter representing the major role in women 

in the military during World War II, and the blockbuster movie “Hidden 

Figures” showcasing the phenomenal role of women in the United States race 

to outer space. We know it takes a village to raise a child, and at PMBC we know it takes a 

community to serve God’s people. “For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I 

would rather be a doorkeeper in the house” (Psalms 84:10).  Thus, we celebrate the Women Usher 

Board that served faithfully until we transitioned to an Usher Board with a focus on engaging 

our young men.  Thank you Jewell Carraway, Betty Hicks, Gwen Jones, Bea Moore, Tempie 

Sanders, and Brenda Slaton. We also recognize our cheerful greeters that are positioned at our 

doors to bid you God speed at end of each service.  Thank you Joyce Adkins, Alysia Brewer, 

Lavonne Kilgore, Shirley Reynolds, Linda Walton, and Bernice Wright.      

        Elder Marvin & Shirley Reynolds  

        Membership Team 



World Changers!   

It is amazing the skill, talent and heart embodied in the (young) women of Progressive! We   

watched with great amazement and pride as 23 year old Amanda Gorman delivered her 

powerful poem as part of President Biden’s inauguration ceremony.  Clear evidence that while 

we stand on the shoulders of those that preceded us, the young people of today are doing 

things we never dreamt possible!  As proof, we salute Dr. Jackie Clavo-

Hall, Dr. Rhyan Foster, Dr. Alexis Fruge, and Dr. Akilah Reynolds for 

achieving the highest degree, Ph.D.   We applaud our young female 

business owner Nita Simpson, CEO ~ “Battle Tested LLC,” a Fitness 

Sports Training company for professional and amatuer athletes, and non-

profit charity “Battle Tested Kids” with a focus on fitness and leadership 

skills.  And we pray with great expectation for the young women of Progressive, currently in 

middle school, high school, and college as they study to show themselves approved in the 

word of God, education, and as they go on to use their many gifts to make the world a better 

and kinder place to live.  

❖ College: Vallerie Hardy, Kelia Human, and Christina Ross 

❖ High School: Hailey Conner, Sierra Jones, Sydney Raines, Sarah Stephens, Aaliyah 

Taylor, Gabrielle Taylor, and Sesmani Vuki 

❖ Middle School: Ariel Fruge, Ania Ingram, Corinne Jones, Princess Manuel, Sarai 

Raines, and Moriah Taylor 
❖ …… and the educators in our midst including Jasmine Raines, Nita Simpson, and 

Michelle Stephens 

Each of these young ladies will make their own mark on the world.  “I will use my God given 

gifts to make the world a better place by being the reason someone smiles” Corinne Jones, 6th 

grade. 

COVID Vaccines Approved! With more and more vaccines approved, many are 

faced with the question “should I get in line and take the vaccine?” It is a critical decision, and 

one that should be answered in consultation with your health care provider, family – and 

earnest prayer.  As we go to print, almost seven-million people in California have received one 

or both of the vaccines.  We have been told that several PMBC members 65 or older have 

taken the first dose of the vaccine, and a few members have taken both doses of the vaccine. 

We continue to ask God to guide the process and protect His people.  Mask Up~Wash 

Hands~Socially Distance~Wait to gather! 

Recommended Viewing  Few recommendations for movies with 

strong female roles: Hidden Figures; War Room; Respect (Aretha Franklin); 

Autobiography of Miss Jane Pitttman; Erin Brockovich; Terms of Endearment; 

and Driving Miss Daisy. 


