
 

His Needs Her Needs – Outline & Notes  

 

Lesson 7 – Family Commitment & Admiration  

  

Family Commitment:   

  

Gen. 2:24 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they 

will become one flesh.”    

• A husband’s first obligation is to his wife and his marriage. His first responsibility (above career, 

personal pursuits) is to initiate and develop in his marriage a new, nuclear family where she is 

affirmed, nurtured & develops a deep sense of intimacy and worth as a wife.  

  

Deut. 24:5 “If a man has recently married...For one year he is to be free to stay at home and bring 

happiness to the wife he has married.”  

• The first year of marriage is where the critical foundations are laid by the husband to create an 

environment of unity, harmony & security for his wife in the marriage union.   

  

Bottom line: She needs him to be a good father. But FIRST he needs to be a good HUSBAND.  

  

“Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the  

Lord.”                  Ephesians 6:4  

Truths behind the verse:   

1. “Fathers”: Dad must be the leader in the child’s overall development.   

2. “exasperate”: provoke or frustrate; Many ways to frustrate our kids:   

3. “training and instruction of the Lord”: To nurture as a tender plant. The Word of God must be 

supreme in my child’s life.  

o Ps 127:3 “children are a heritage from the Lord.” Serious business – men: I’ll be honest 

as pastor it hurts when men abdicate; “Silence of Adam”   

o Malachi 2:15, “Has not the Lord made them one? And why one? Because he was seeking 

godly offspring.”     

o Matt 5:13-15 ‘salt & light’ Next generation of godly men & women to influence and 

impact the world  

   

Bottom line: It’s not a matter of finding the time but MAKING the time to be a family man.   

  



 

Admiration:   

  

Genesis 1:28 “God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the 

earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living 

creature that moves on the ground.”  

  

Ladies: The number one need for your husband in marriage is SIGNIFICANCE.  

• Your husbands are uniquely wired to find significance:  1. By what they conquer or 

accomplish   

2. By ruling or leading.   

  

Bottom line: Men, you need to understand that your greatest significance and your greatest 

accomplishment will come from being a strong SPIRITUAL leader.  

 Your strong, spiritual leadership will bring the deepest sense of security to your wife.  

  

Fallen man is not a natural leader but a flawed leader. This means he can lean to 1 of 2 extremes:   

1. Gen 3:8,  He abdicates his responsibility;   

2. Gen 3:16, He rules harshly;  

  

Dr. Harley, (pg 156) “A woman needs to appreciate her husband for what he already is, not what 

he could become, if he lived up to her standards.”    

  

Ladies: a few responsibilities in assisting the development of leadership in our husbands:  

1. Must learn to coach him but not MOTHER him.  

2. Must understand that you will get either what you compliment or CRITICIZE.  

3. Our greatest enemy is NAGGING him.   

 A good example, say this: “I love when you read the Bible to the kids at bedtime”  

  

Ephesians 5:33b, “and the wife must respect her husband.”  

  

When a wife learns the art of admiration – she will foster or develop 3 traits in him  

1. Admiration helps him believe in himself – stronger self image  

2. Admiration energizes and motivates him – to be a better man, husband & father.  

3. Admiration builds his confidence – becoming more self assured & assertive.   

  

Bottom line: “Behind every man should be an admiring wife.”  

  

 


