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 Our Father …..  “Fathers and sons arrive at that 

relationship only by claiming that relationship….” (James Baldwin).  

Sadly, in these times Fathers often get a bad rap. Some have earned it, but the vast majority 

haven’t! We have to be careful about what we allow to enter our hearts through our eyes and 

ears. Far too often when men are protrayed on televsion and in movies they are deadbeat 

dads, drug dealers, or women abusers. It’s a powerful and successful trick of Satan. His goal is 

to attack the family – and he does it by starting with the man, the one God has empowered to 

be the leader.  The Father. If he can break the relationship between the “man” and his family, 

the battle is all but won. Have you ever stopped to ponder the words to the Lord’s prayer? It 

starts with “Our father”. You can’t say “Our Father”, if you’re not in a relationship with God.  

In Galatians 4:6-7 God says we are no longer “servants”, but are “sons” (including 

daughters).” You can’t be a son (or daughter) without being in relationship with God. “If 

sons, then heirs”. You can’t be an heir without a relationship. We all have a choice to make 

about acknowledging being in a relationship with God. But don’t miss it beloved – it’s not the 

relationship that is at issue, it is your acknowledging the relationship. Jesus said, “Whoever shall 

deny me before men, I will deny him before my Father in heaven (Matthew 10:33). ” There 

are no DNA test; no paternity law suits; and no Jerry Springer or Judge Mabeline drama. No, 

our relationship with God is birthed through the sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross – and it 

sealed the relationship forever. Throughout scripture we are reminded that we are the beloved 

Child – and God is the beloved Father ; a life long relationship! You ask why? It’s because the 

relationship determines how we interact with others. God longs to be in a relationship with 

us.  He cherishes those special moments we share with Him. That special feeling is evident on 

earth as we watch earthly fathers interact with their children. Want to see a man poke his 

chest out? Witness the glow on his face when he sees his newborn child for the first time.  

Watch him cheering on his child in a sporting or theatrical event. Be in the moment when 

faith overcomes fear as he stands beside the bed of a sick child. Look closely for the 

“something in my eye tear” when the nest becomes empty as the kids move away from the 

protection of  living under “Daddy’s roof.” Praise God for the many examples in scripture 

that reminds us of the importance of men, their roles, and their relationships. And praise God 

for the earthly examples of strong, Godly men, many of whom are fathers or father figures.  

Men of Progressive, thank you for your leadership at home and in the church! You are men 

who study to show yourselves approved; you are well tempered, not provoking your children; 

and you joyfully and faithfully tithe of your time, talent and finance.        

  Your Servant, Pastor Earl C. Stuckey 



A REAL Father 

Any male can father a child, but not every male is father to a child. Praise God for the many 

examples of godly fathers in our congregation.  Men of God who provide their children love, 

emotional support, finance, spiritual guidance … and most important 

– quality time.  Men who see the best in their children; celebrate the 

accomplishments; and encourage them through the challening times.  

Fathers of progressive, we salute you today --- and everyday (partial list 

of fathers with children in the home). Mike Adkins (Princess); Timothy 

Christopher (Timothy II, Tyden, Titus, and Trinity); Rodney Evans 

(Jeremiah, Jazmine, and Angel); Shawn Fruge’ (Zion, Ariel); Michael 

Raines (Sydney, Sarai, Simeon, Silas, and Soleil); Robert Stephens (Sarah); DenonTaylor (Gabrielle 

and Moriah); and Jay Taylor (Jordan and Aaliyah).   

“There's so much negative imagery of black fatherhood. I've got tons of friends that are 

doing the right thing by their kids, and doing the right thing as a father - and how come 

that's not as newsworthy?” (Will Smith).  

 

Bible Trivia  

1. I am called Gershom. God spoke "face-to-face" to other fathers 

of the Bible but not only did He do this to my father, He also 

spoke to him as a friend. Do you know the name of my 

privileged dad?  

 

2. I am called Archelaus. My father was a powerful king but the birth of an infant whom 

he feared caused him to be responsible for "The Massacre of the Innocents." Do you 

know the name of my father who ordered this heinous act?  

 

3. My name is Belshazzar. My father was a very boastful king and God humbled him into 

becoming an animal until he acknowledged that God was the most-high and not him. 

Do you know the name of my father, the king who had this humiliating experience?  

 

4. My name is Methuselah, and my father was a devout man who walked with God. In the 

end he was translated to heaven. Do you know the name of my righteous dad?  

 

5. My father was a faithful high priest but he did not correct my brother and me for our 

wrongdoing and so we were disobedient to God and to him.  Do you know the name 

of our dad who allowed us to do as we pleased?  

 

6. Our Pastor is Earl C. Stuckey.  What does the C stand for? 



Get on your Mark, Get Set, Go!  

His passion for running started in High School, where he competed on the 

Berkeley High School Track Team, and where he recorded his best time in 

the mile, 4 minutes, 20 seconds! As an adult, Ron famously ran in SF’s Bay 

to Breakers 7.5 wacky race several years, finishing early enough to attend worship service.  

Ron celebrated his 66th birthday this past January, and marked it not with cake and ice cream, 

but by running 13 miles! His running hasn’t been limited to sports tracks – led to Christ by his 

loving parents, he developed a passion for Ministry. He’s been running for the Lord a long 

time, and he’s not tired yet. He is Minister Ronald (Ron) Ellis. Ron grew up in Progressive, 

and increased his knowledge of our Lord and Savior under the tutledge of his mother, Mable 

Ellis and his father, Wyatt Ellis, both deceased. Loving father of three sons from his first 

marriage, Ronald Jr., Trevor and Dante. Ron and Wanda were married in 1997 and were 

blessed with son, Jeremie. Ron is proudly a loving father of his three sons, and doting 

grandfather of five. Ron knows that undescribable agony of burying a young child, son Dante; 

but he also knows that joy comes in the morning, and the comfort that comes from our 

Heavenly Father. To work through the grieving process Ron, with hair twisted, and wearing a 

T-shirt bearing the names of his sons, returned to running, and ran his first marathon, in 

Hawaii of all places. He’s now competed in Marathons in states across the country, including 

the New York and Boston Marathons. His best time was 3 hours and 29 minutes, in the San 

Jose Marathon. Ronald was a loving and devoted husband throughout Wanda’s decades long 

illness, including her passing in 2021. Ron has a heart for reaching the lost as evidenced by his 

many years in active evangelism. He is gifted with stories of challenges, achievements, and 

testimonies of victory – that he freely shares with those seeking to find their way. Never one 

to slack, when he stands in the pulpit – he has prayed, studied, and prayed again, all in an 

effort to deliver the uncompromising gospel in words and examples that can be understood 

by bible scholars and novices alike.  He stands up, speaks up, and shuts up. Ron is most 

proud of the eulogy he performed for the homegoing service of his mother, Mable Ellis, not 

surprisingly taken from 2 Timothy 1:5. Ron has been an employee of Kaiser Permanente for 

34 years; in addition, he is his “own boss”, performing gardening and janitorial services. Ron’s 

creative side is evident in his poetry. There are many names to describe Ron including son, 

brother, father, grandfather, uncle, Sunday school facilitator, minister, evangelist, brother 

beloved and FRIEND.   

COVID-19.  As a country, state, and county – we have turned the corner, and we can see 

the light at the end of the tunnel as we are on our way to “herd immunity”. BUT, its not over, 

yet. Many of us have taken one or both doses of an approved vaccine; several are 

now contemplating the vaccine for a child(ren). We still need to be diligent in self 

care. Our leadership is hard at work on reopening plans to resume in-person 

worship and there is a role for each of us, if we are to open and stay open safely.  

Notwithstanding the advise from the experts, we urge you to prayerfully consider continuing to 

wash your hands; social distancing; and wear your masks. Until we meet again… 



Congratulations to Zion Fruge’. 2021 Graduate of Berean Christian High 

School as he concludes one chapter in his life, and heads off to Pitzer 

College in the Fall.           

  

Whom shall I send? Who will go for us? Here I am. Send me” (Isaiah 6:8). Many, if not 

all of us have attended Sunday school, bible study, and worship service at various times during 

the pandemic. This didn’t just happen. We could “eat” the word because members, including 

Renee Clark, Sunday School Facilitators, and Ministers prepared the meal. 

Then there are those that made the personal sacrifice, and willingly risked 

exposure to come to the church every week to prepare a full spread – Sunday 

Worship and Communion Service. Throughout the pandemic we have had 

a choice to “dine”, often at our convenience because of their scrifice. Thank 

you Torey Campbell; Terrence Sims; and Robert, Michelle and Sarah Stephens.   

 

My Father is a Christian 

My father is a christian; He leads our household well;  

With instruction from the Bible,  

Right behavior he’ll compel.   

Yet he steers us with compassion;  

His gentle love is true;  

He conforms to our Lord Jesus, So we know just what to do. 

He teaches us with purpose, Guides us in all Godly ways, So we will take the right path. 

And serve our Lord with praise. 

I’m glad you’re a Christian dad;  

You help me see things clearly;  

I’ll always look up to you; 

And love you very dearly. 

     Catherine Herbert Raw 

Trivia …… (1) Gershon’s father = Moses (Exodus 2:21-22);  (2) Archelaus’ father 

=Herod (Matt 2:16); (3) Belshazzar’s father = Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4:33); (4) 

Methuselah’s father = Enoch (Genesis 5:24);  (5) Faithful priest; inattentive father = Eli (1 

Samuel 2:12);  (6) Earl “C” Stuckey = Clifton (Texarkana, AR). 


