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I’ve Got it Bad!  

That is, I’ve got a bad case of the “I love you, and I can’t help it.” Kay and I were 

overjoyed and filled with emotion as we returned to the church building for our first in-

person worship service and saw your smiling faces! It felt so right to 

assemble together on one accord. The attendance was 

understandably low as we want to move slowly, and deliberately, to 

ensure the physical and mental well being of all of our members. As 

we move closer and closer to the new normal Kay and I have paused 

to reflect on the past year and how we were used of God to minister to those in our 

circle of influence. We challenge you to do the same. How successful were you in 

enlarging your territory? How did you respond to those in greater need? Did you help 

financially? Meals? Service? Calls? Visits? or words of encouragement. “When did we see 

you Lord…..” (Matthew 25:35-40). What changes in your prayer life did you experience? 

Did you spend more, less or the same amount of time in prayer? Did you pray for your 

four and no more, or did you respond to the Holy Spirit leading you to pray for anyone 

person(s)? “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves and pray…..” (2 

Chronicles 7:14). There may have been occasions pre-COVID when you were too tired, 

too sleepy, or too busy to attend worship service. Having experienced a year plus when 

you couldn’t attend, what did you miss most? Several PMBC members went on to be with 

the Lord without an opportunity to exchange a final word or hug. So many missed 

opportunties. Who have you pledged to greet when we meet together again? “Don’t 

forsake the assembly of yourselves together .. (Hebrew 10:25). Don’t miss it beloved. God is 

not slack when it comes to His promises, and He can use everything that happenss in 

our lives to our good, and His glory. This pandemic didn’t catch God by surprise. 

Through it all, we’ve had good days, and we’ve had bad days, but as believers, one thing 

has been constant – “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalms 

46:1). The reality is that there will be difficult times, but God promises to 

be our refuge. We will look back on this period with renewed  optimism and we will 

praise God without ceasing, as we reflect on all He has already done, and as we look to 

those things that are yet to be. I am encouraged by the journey; my strength is renewed; 

and I am more than able to continue in service trusting God as the wind beneath my 

wings. “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 

not give up” (Galations 6:9). 

 Your Servant, Pastor Earl C. Stuckey 



By Bus, by Plane, or by Train  

Not many people in Oakland take the train to the Herrick Hospital maternity ward, but 

sometime you gotta do what you gotta do. It wasn’t the Midnight Train to Georgia, 

rather it was the train from West Oakland to her birthplace, 

Winnfield, Louisiana; a small city of historic importance to the Long 

family of politicians. That glorious September 29th we welcomed to 

the world, Brenda Joyce! A worthy introdution of Brenda starts with 

the obvious. Her melodious voice; a gift from God developed with 

more than 45 years of specialized professional training. Can’t you hear her telling us to 

allow God to Order My Steps; her High Praise that brings us all to our feet; or the East 

African praise song – “O Sifuni Mungu” she taught the choir. A current resident of San 

Leandro, it wasn’t always so easy to find Brenda. One would first have to determine 

where to look.  Brenda has visited six of the seven continents; lived on two continents, 

North America and Europe; visited all 50 states, the 50 state capitals, and most of the 

large cities across the country. If only she had learned to swim, she would have visited 

Antarctica, making it all seven continents! Brenda’s advanced education didn’t end with 

the Bachelor Degree in French. She has studied to show herself approved, as a student 

of God’s word, with the distinction of earning a degree in Theology from Bay Cities 

Bible Institute. Brenda’s personal story is as varied as her travels, with up close 

experiences of a young child living on a Navajo reservation, encounters with the “King” 

family including a chance encounter with the most august Dr. Martin Luther King Jr at 

the Oakland Auditorium; as a hostess of the graceful Mrs. Coretta Scott King during a 

visit to Star Bethel Baptist Church (Brenda’s then home church), and the easy-on-the-eyes 

Dexter King at a book signing in West Oakland; teenage experiences witnessing the 

emergence of the Black Panther party in the Bay Area; and countless hours on the floor 

or in a little chair, celebrating with a small child who just mastered a reading lesson. 

Speaking and performing before an audience can be daunting. Like many, Brenda cut 

her teeth in school and church.  While at Oakland Technical High School she played 

Sabina in Thornton Wilder’s production of “The Skin of Our Teeth”. The case 

included then unknown classmates Ted Lange and Anita Pointer. It wasn’t the teeth 

that made the role challenging, it was performig the first integrated kiss. Brenda’s gifts 

in the arts, earned from performances with various musical and theaterical groups, too 

many to number, are well recognized throughout the greater bay area.  

Notwithstanding, she remains humble, and always willing to share with God’s people. 

Brenda is the proud, praying mother of one son, Brandon Davis. Now retired, Brenda 

taught in the Oakland Unified School District for thirty-three years. Brenda was more 

than a teacher presenting a lesson. Her greatest joy came from opportunites within 

OUSD that allowed her to assist young people with learning challenges and develop the 



skills and confidence they needed to overcome various obstacles and achieve their full 

potential.  Not truly ‘retired” she continues to tutor children in the OUSD district in 

reading and language arts. At work, at school, at church – Brenda approaches every 

challenge as an opportunity to share with others what God has developed in her. It’s 

been said “there are many layers to Brenda.” Those that have worked with her can 

attest to her creativity, gift of administration, and yes – her humor - after the project is 

complete. Brenda has served Progressive in various ministries including evangelism – 

where she was instumental in the birth of the Go Ye project; she has lent her voice, and 

her creativity to various musical and theatrical productions over the years; and she 

continues to do an amazing job in creating and preserving the history of PMBC. She 

has also helped us recognize members of the PMBC family for their contrbutions to the 

community at large – by highlighting those with careers in the fields of education, 

medicine, and most recently state and local government. You might not know that 

Brenda is also game in the kitchen with three specialties: microwave, frozen or take-out. 

Simply put, Brenda is “all that and a bag of chips” and we thank God she is a part of us. 

 

The newest centurian! A huge shout of praise for our beloved Dorothy 

Chambers , who on July 1st – turned 100, and joined the celebrated 

team of PMBC centurians.  Special thanks to those that planned, served, 

and participated in the birthday celebration on June 29th. Truly, to God be the glory! 

 

Test your memory …. Complete the Jingle 

1. My bologna has a first name ….. 

2. I don’t wanna grow up ….. 

3. Gimme a break, gimme a break ….. 

4. Like a good neighbor …. 

5. The best part of waking up ….. 

6. Sometimes you feel like a nut ….. 

7. I’d like to teach the world to sing ….. 

8. I am stuck on BandAid brand because …. 

9. Two all beef patties, special sauce, lettuce, cheese, pickles, onions …  

10. Plop. Plop, fizz, fizz. Oh what a relief it is ….. 

 

We’re Back …. worshipping together, and practicing safety protocols. 

When you’re ready, come join us for in-person worship! Sunday morning, 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m.  Until then, continuing viewing the service on-line.  



Freedom! More than a word 

On June 18, 2021, President Biden declared June 19th, “Juneteenth”, a federal holiday. 

Years in the making, the holiday acknowledges June 19, 1865 – the day slaves in 

Galveston, TX learned they had been freed - by the abolishment of slavery by President 

Lincoln which was effective January 1, 1863. This year there were Juneteenth 

celebrations across the country. With this and all other federal holidays, we should 

pause to remember the cost paid by others that led to the holiday, and do something to 

honor the sacrifice made for our benefit. Find a way to pay it forward for the next 

generation. The greatest freedom we enjoy is freedom from sin.  We were in bondage 

to sin. The result was a debt we could never pay. Freedom is never free; it comes at 

great cost “Going a little farther, He fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my father, if it be 

possible, let this cup pass from Me. Nevertheless not as I will, but as You”(Matthew 26:39). Our 

debt was paid in full and we were freed from the bondage of sin - 

when Jesus died on the cross for our sins. So you might ask, why are 

some still enslaved? “Shall we continue in sin so that grace may abound? 

(Romans 6:1)” Even the thought is insane! Jesus died on the cross, 

and you have the indwellng of the Holy Spirit to help you resist the 

temptation of sin. Wallowing in sin is like continuing to make car note 

payments after gettimg the pink slip.  “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to 

man but God is faithful who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you 

are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it” (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

Celebrate! As Dr. MLK Jr famously said “Free at last, free at last, thank God almighty 

we’re free at last.”   

Test your memory …. Complete the Jingle 

1. My bologna has a first name ….. “It’s O-s-c-a-r “ 

2. I don’t wanna grow up ….. “I’m a Toys R Us kid” 

3. Gimme a break, gimme a break ….. “Of that Kit Kat Bar” 

4. Like a good neighbor …”State Farm is there” 

5. The best part of waking up ….. “Is Folgers in your cup” (instant coffee) 

6. Sometimes you feel like a nut ….. Sometimes you don’t (Almond Joy, Mounds) 

7. I’d like to teach the world to sing ….. In perfect harmony (Coke) 

8. I am stuck on BandAid brand because ….”Band Aid stuck on me” 

9. Two all beef patties, special sauce, lettuce, cheese, pickles, onions … “on a 

sesame seed bun (McDonalds Big Mac) 

10. Plop, plop, fizz, fizz….. “Oh what a relief it is” (AlkaSeltzer) 

Our prayers for God’s comfort as Troy & Sandra Styles respond 

to the passing of siblings in a single day. (Galatians 6:2) 


