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 For every end, there is a new beginning.The soft hues of Dawn 

follows the dark shadows of dusk; that which becomes old, yields to the joy of something 

new; and the close of one year ushers in another. So 2020 has made way for 2021!   Praise 

God 2020 has come to a close! Happy New Year.  For many, 2020 will be remembered as the 

year of COVID-19, racial unrest, and politics like we’ve never seen before.  These thoughts 

are true for Christians as well, but they are followed with a comma, not a period.  You see, we 

don’t experience trials the same way as those who have no hope.  Our hope is in Christ, and 

we know that whatever happens, He will sustain us.  The job and income losses of 2020 were 

reminders of the financial crisis of the great depression; the chronic illness and great loss of 

life as people were stricken by virus brought reminders of the loss of life experienced during 

the 1918 SpanishFlu, including my grandfather.  The dress code and hair styles are few things 

that distinguish pictures of mask wearing patrons and students in 1918, from those in 2020. 

Scripture says there is nothing new under the sun.  God was there then, and He is 

here now.   Schools shuttered, businesses closed, home owners and renters faced 

homelessness, and doctors and nurses died from the various diseases they were 

treating in others.  Desperation? Depression? Greed? or all the above lead to a new peak in 

violence, with Oakland recording 100 murders by December 1st, but in spite of it all God has 

been good.  We have so many things to be thankful for.   I am proud of PMBC and how we 

have faced the unprecedented challenges of 2020 in our homes, and our church.  “…and we 

know that for those who love God all things work together for good…..” (Romans 8:28). Our Elders 

have been a stable force of strength; our Ministers have fed us with powerful messages; our 

Technology Ministry is bigger and better than before; our Music Ministry has provided songs 

of praise; our Men’s Ministry has supported the men (and were the first to start the Zoom 

Sunday school class!); our Women’s Ministry has continued to be there for our women; our 

Youth Ministry has been a source of strength and encouragement for our children and teens; 

our Membership Team has given us reasons to smile with the Newsletter; and you have 

supported one another as we experienced deaths, births, and other life events. I am thankful 

God has allowed me to serve you as the Pastor of Progressive for 43 years. Notwithstanding, 

perhaps even more so during the pandemic, many of you have continued to be a great source 

of encouragement to me and my wife Kay.  You have shared your time and talent, and you 

have remained faithful tithers.   To God be the glory! Now as we start the New Year let us do 

so with faith in God, loving one another, serving one another, building strong families, and 

fulfilling our purpose as a bible church.  May our blessed Savior the Lord Jesus Christ bless us 

and make us a blessing to this community.  Let’s stay the course for God’s best. 

With Love, Your Servant for Christ Sake           

Pastor Earl C. Stuckey 



Welcome … and Thank You     

A belated welcome to the PMBC Newsletter!  Our first edition was released October 1st, and 

we now have four issues under our belts.  It has been a great joy to produce the Newsletter 

each month, and to shine a light on members of the body.  We are also 

looking to introduce or reintroduce the various ministries at PMBC.  We 

hope you have enjoyed and benefitted from reading the Newsletter as much 

as we enjoy producing it and hearing from you. But in some respects, the 

Newsletter is only as good as YOU make it.   If you have a special event; 

milestone birthday or anniversary; promotion; new hire or retirement; birth 

or graduation announcement – please let us know! We will do our best to share the good 

news.  If we miss you, charge our heads, not our hearts.       

                   

Elder Marvin Reynolds, Deaconess Shirley Reynolds,         

Membership Ministry 

 

A Life Long Imprint 

Faith without works is dead (James 2:14).  Finding willing workers can be 

hard these days.  But sometimes you get 2 for 1!  We praise God for 

Bro. Joseph and Sis. Joyce Cusseaux.  This husband and wife team are 

beloved assets in our children/youth ministry. In pre-COVID days 

after service you could find them dining at Hometown Buffet or the 

Sizzler.  On certain Wednesdays you could find Joyce on the bus: first 

stop Walgreens, next stop the Beauty shop!  This couple, parent of two adult sons, celebrated 

50 years of marriage last month – and still have an active love for children.  But they have 

more than love for children.  They have a burning desire to contribute to the shaping of 

Godly men and women.  They share the Lord Jesus Christ with children and youth, imparting 

the word of God with them in a way that when they are old they will not depart from it (paraphrase 

Proverbs 22:6).  Bro. Cusseaux is the compassionate but firm hand facilitating Sunday School 

for our Youth (grades 1-6, mostly 3rd grade) while Sis. Cusseaux leaves her fingerprints of love 

in the nursery.     The word of God is the basis for all instruction, with an added measure of 

good character.  Fans of Family Feud, Judge Judy and Divorce Court (never!)…both watch 

with an eye for how the individuals behave frequently commenting “this is why you don’t trust 

people who don’t follow Christ.” We asked the students what came to mind when asked about Bro. 

Cusseaux. What follows are excerpts from the love filled letters we received.  

 “Thank you for lunch, thank you for teaching me about God, thank you for recess.“~“You 

have taught me all my years in grade school.  When things weren’t going so well I would look 

forward to Sunday school because I was welcomed not judged, not criticized, but comforted.” 

~“I liked how in Sunday school you didn’t raise your voice.  I liked how you read stories to 

us.”~“You have been an inspiration and have taught me so much about the Lord.  Ever since 



1st grade you have feed and watched over me, helping kids like me.  You went over the books 

of the bible many times which is why I know them all by heart”~“Thanks for helping me 

believe in God more.  I know that God will accept you to be in heaven.  You are the best 

Sunday School teacher.”~“No matter how many Sundays we missed, you always remembered 

our names, and always made us feel welcome”~“The message I will remember most would be 

the gospel hand.  Not only did it teach me 5 valuable versus that told me about the 

gospel, they are a reminder that the gospel would be with me wherever I 

go.”~“You made us young people feel that we have responsibilities as young 

Christians to do things decently and in order. You taught us how to run our own 

children’s church service and expected us to be serious in our conduct.   You modeled 

expectations for us and then made us responsible for being examples to the younger kids. 

You challenged us to know what we believe and why we believe it.” 

The adults have equally powerful testimonies: “Bro. Cusseaux is always reliable, dedicated, 

and has high expectations of the children.  An avid reader he diligently studies the bible and 

reads books on how to help children connect and identify God’s word.  When children 

graduate from the Children’s Ministry, they know the pillars of the Bible, the meaning of 

salvation, and how it is relevant to them. ~“As a facilitator I really appreciate how much 

dedication and preparation he puts into providing a structure for biblical principles and 

instruction to be provided to our young people.  He made us accountable for our service as 

facilitators.”~“I respect his knowledge and character. He shares wisdom and exercises 

patience with everyone. He created an environment for learning and growing in the 

knowledge of God so that we could be better servant leaders and 

disciples for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  Sis. Joyce’s love 

and joy for working with children is seen in her kind and gentle 

patience with each child; always ready to provide comfort and hugs 

to tearful little ones missing their parents; always willing to read 

stories; often comes bearing special treats; is always on time – and 

willing to cover when needed.  She is a blessing to the nursery 

ministry and we thank the Lord for her.   

Still waters run deep.  Joseph and Joyce we are grateful that you allow 

God to use you in our congregation.  By modeling consistency and character your lives have 

imprinted a love of God across generations.  We admire your contributions to the body of Christ 

with our youth and nursery.  Your longevity, consistency and concern for youth provide a 

blueprint worthy of emulation.         

We’re Counting on YOU 

Don’t rush to heaven.  Your reservation is guaranteed!  COVID-19 vaccines 

are now available, slowly rolling out to all, BUT the battle is not over.  It is 

still important that you wear a mask; wash your hands; maintain social 

distancing and limit social gatherings.    



Our Role with Elected Leaders                                                                
As Christians we are to submit to leadership at home; at church; and in 

the communities in which we live.  We are called to pray for those in 

positions of leadership including elected officials from neighborhood 

associations through and including the White House.  The individuals may 

not have Christian values.  Thus, our responsibility is to pray for them, and show our support 

when they make tough decisions that align with Christian values.  We can begin at home, 

praying for elected officials in our congregation: Keith Carson, Alameda County Board of 

Supervisors and Loren Taylor, Oakland City Council District 6.   

Be Ye Ready                   
Through COVID God has sent us 300,000+ reminders, and another 100 and counting 

reminders in the City of Oakland, of how quickly we can pass from living to death.  His word 

is true, no man or woman knows when the Lord will call them home. You’ve 

no doubt seen stories on the evening news, read about them in the newspaper, 

or heard of (or been asked) to contribute to a “Go Fund Me” account to help a 

family in need.  Now is a great time to ask “are ALL of my affairs in order?”  Every situation 

is different; speak with family members and others you trust.  The short list below can help 

you START on this important journey; it is NOT a comprehensive list*.   Do you have a 

……” 

✓ Advance Life Directive … where you declare my wishes for medical assistance, 

including life support and organ donation - should you not be able to speak for myself; 

✓ A Will and Trust…. advising all how you want your accumulated assets distributed; 

✓ A Vault … a safe deposit box, home safe, binder, or envelope at home where all my 

important documents are kept; 

✓ Life and Burial Insurance … so that your family is not forced into bankruptcy upon 

your demise; 

✓ Your desires …. Your loved ones should know what is important to you. Burial near 

home; return to birthplace; memorial; or no service. 

Don’t miss this one!  One we often overlook is forgiveness.  Are there people in your life 

you need to forgive so you can live (and die) at peace. Each month when we take the 

Lord’s Supper we are cautioned to not partake in the supper until we make things right: 

“Therefore if you bring a gift to the altar, and there remember that thy brother hath ought 

against thee; leave thy gift there before the altar; and go thy way, first” (Matthew 5:23-24).  

Do this for yourself and those you love.   

*For more information, contact Elder Marvin Reynolds for the comprehensive packet 

provided at workshops presented by the Membership Team.   

Happy Birthday Dr. M.L. King, Jr.  The quest for the dream lives on.  

(January 15, 1929 – April 4, 1968)) 


