
Four Practical Steps of Forgiveness of Sins:  

Excerpts from "strengthening your marriage commitment"  

by Pastor Steve Carr. 

   

Forgiveness for any sin between you is indeed possible if you will take 

these steps by faith:  

1.  Choose to obey God's command. Jesus declared: "Judge not, and 

you shall not be judged." "Condemn not, and you shall not be 

condemned." "Forgive, and you will be forgiven" (Luke 6:37). 

Therefore, choose to obey God's command and forgive your mate 

from your heart (Matt. 18:35).  

2. Please don't wait to obey this command to forgive until you feel 

like it. No one ever feels like forgiving. You must choose to 

forgive because you know this is God's will, and doing so pleases 

Him: "For thus says the LORD: "Choose what pleases Me, and 

hold fast My covenant" (Is. 56:4). Therefore, no matter how you 

feel, choose to please the Lord by forgiving right now.  

3. In addition, don't wait to obey the command to forgive until 

you think your mate deserves to be forgiven. If you wait for 

your spouse to become deserving before you forgive, you will 

never do it. No person can ever be good enough to deserve your 

mercy or forgiveness. Think about it; do you deserve to be 

forgiven? Have you ever deserved forgiveness? Never! In fact, all 

of us deserve to spend eternity separated from God. Many times 

when we see our sin done by another, we can be so unmerciful. 

King David was this way when Nathan the prophet came and told 

him a story about another man who had been ruthless and selfish. 

David's heart was ready to condemn and said, "The man that has 

done this shall surely die" (2 Sam. 12:5). Nathan revealed that the 

man he had referred to in his story was David himself. Note how 

little mercy was in David's heart when he was blinded to his sin. 



Please remember that God requires each of us to "love mercy" as 

He does (Micah 6:8).  

Take a good look at your sin. This will motivate you to be merciful 

   and forgiving. Jesus said, "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 

 obtain mercy" (Matt. 5:7).  

4. Once you've chosen to forgive, continue to forgive by not 

bringing the issue up again in your following argument. 

Whenever God forgives He promises never to use your sins against 

you in the future: "I, even I, am He who blots out your 

transgressions for My own sake; and I will not remember your 

sins" (Is. 43:25). The word remember means to mention, recall, or 

recount what's been forgiven. It is not that God forgets your sins. 

In fact, God can't forget anything because He is omniscient 

(knowing all things) (Ps. 139:1-6; Acts 15:18). God means by this 

promise that He chooses not to remember your sins against you for 

future judgment. You will extend the same mercy if you have 

genuinely forgiven your spouse.  

 

 


