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 Death, Taxes and ……Shopping!   

We may be in a pandemic, but people are still dying; Uncle Sam still wants his money; and 

people are still shopping for that perfect gift.  This caused me to think about the greatest gifts 

I’ve received.  Without question that is salvalation. But I’ve also received 

other valued gifts.  I closed my eyes, looked behind me, and rejoiced in the 

gifts of Bro. Irvine, Minister Willie Hall, and Sis Gertha Mann on instruments 

of music.  I looked further and heard the melody of Bro Jimmy Clark and Sis 

Christina Downer.  I looked to the window above the stairs, and saw beloved Brother 

Johnson birthing the Tape Ministry.  Reversing direction I saw Sis Ola Wright creating library 

displays. I looked to the first few pews and embraced the smiles of Mother Sims, Sis Oliver, 

Sis McDaniels, Sis Delores Wright, Sis Maudie Revels, Sis Lucille Hardy, and Bro S.T. 

Franklin. Look, there, Evangelism warriors Mother Dorothy Pruitt and Bro Julius Mosley.  I 

glanced around the pulpit and gave a holy High-5 to Reverend Stovall, Minister George 

Raines, and Minister Slaton.  Overwhelmed, I closed my eyes for a moment.  Countdown 

check – Elder Eric Hardy, Elder Michael Raines, Sis Renee Clark; clear.  When I opened my 

eyes anew, to the far right I saw Kay Francis my wife of 68 years encouraging me from her 2nd 

row seat; also there Sis Vivian Lee and Sis Jasmine Raines.  Down front Sis Faye Smalley, Bro 

Tim Case, and Sis Teresa Case.  I saw Robert Redmond and Rodney Evans standing guard at 

the back door, Alysia Brewer, Lavonne Kilgore and Linda Waldon offering greetings. I saw 

Sis’ Bea Moore, Dorothy Chambers, Jewel Carraway, Jackie Hall, Roz Simpson, and Ester Lee 

Jones, in the center; also there, Bros Leon Foster and Kola Onafowode.  I looked to the right 

and saw the watchful eyes of Deacons and Deaconess. Further back were Sis’ Betty Hicks and 

Clemmie Lester.  Thoughts went to the kitchen in Stovall Hall where I saw Stephanie Allen, 

Grant Davis, Lenny Rivers, and Sheila Price. What is that I hear? Olivia & Vallerie Hardy, 

Gwen Jones, Myles McGary, Lenny & Leonard Rivers, Robert Stephens and Michael Styles 

sound, camera check, please. Ah, it’s Torey Campbell on the keyboard with Rivers Pugh, Pam 

Onafowode, Jay Taylor, Brenda Davis, Jasmier Johnson, Cassandra Foster, Terrence 

Sims, Princess Manuel, and Gabrielle Taylor singing songs of praise.  I had to awaken.  

Then that moment – I saw YOU, and my heart rejoiced! I thought I was having an 

epletic seizure.  Wow, has God blessed PMBC.  In this next glance I saw the baby 

Jesus.  What child is this, the Savior of the world.  But He isn’t a baby anymore.  He 

is fully grown, and sitting at the right hand of the Father.  There is nothing wrong with 

shopping; but as you watch for an Amazon delivery, remember to close your eyes and count 

your many blessings.  Recall the many “gifts” you have received; commit to be the gift of a 

blessing in someone’s life as you go along your way.  Pastor Earl C. Stuckey 



Its’ becoming a common happening around PMBC – and we couldn’t be prouder!  On 

November 28th – our very own Joseph and Joyce Cusseaux -- 

committed to Christ, and to each other for life -- achieved a worthy 

milestone - their 50th wedding anniversary. Still Happy and Still in 

Love, “what God has therefore joined together, let not man separate” 

(Mark 10:9). Congratulations! 

 

Train Up a Child …              
Many of us cut our teeth at Church.  Church was the place we got our first on-the-job training.  

The days when we learned public speaking, how to speak into a microphone, importance of 

good diction and pitch, and to make eye contact. These skills and more 

were learned at church as we, as youth, made church announcements and 

read scriptures during worship service.  Thoughts then went to our 

Sarah Stephens.  Sarah, a budding artist and junior at Castro Valley 

High School missed out on celebrating her Sweet 16 birthday in March, 

and while she no doubt misses the fellowship of in-person school, in-person worship service, 

the excitement of a hard fought soccer game …. but “we know that all things work together for good 

(Romans 8:38).  Sarah’s yes I can mentality heard and responded to the urging to find a way to 

use this pandemic to bring glory to God. It is Sarah’s amazing voice that you hear as she 

graciously serves as announcer for our worship services!  Sarah’s favorite scripture, memory 

verse learned under the tutelage of our beloved Sis Stucky, “For I delivered to you first of all that 

which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, and that He was buried, 

and that He rose again the third day according to the scriptures. (1 Cor 15:3-4).  Thank you Sarah! 

We are proud of you! We see little pieces of that glass ceiling falling each time we tune into 

the worship service.   

      

A (New) PMBC Christmas Tradition 

Throughout the year we think about, and enjoy the delicious cakes and pies baked by the 

women of PMBC.  On the last Sunday before Christmas many flock to 

the halls in search of our Secret Santas’ for awesome homemade treats – 

Key Lime Pie ala Deacon Fretias McGary, and Praline candy ala 

Elder Edward Cooper.  Sadly, this won’t happen this year. But all is 

not lost; the homemade treats will taste just as good in 2021!  This year we can ALL share a 

little sugar with the PMBC family.  Will you respond to the invitation to contact at least 3 

members this month; members you don’t normally communicate with. No text, email, or 

Facebook. Pick up the phone, drop a card in the mail, or share a porch moment.  If you opt for a 

porch moment, you have to practice proper social distancing!  



Character Matters    

In times like these when we are told yes means no, right means left, up is down, and don’t 

means do - character matters.  “Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and 

in your teaching show integrity, dignity, and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an 

opponent may be put to shame, having nothing evil to say about us”(Titus 2:7-8). Consider God’s 

servant, our brother, Deacon Robert “Bob” Jones.  In preparing this article we spoke to 

many in the PMBC family. There were common themes, and ALL spoke of his 

Godly character.  Bob – the loving husband of one wife, Gwen.  Bob – the 

doting father, foster parent, legal guardian, adoptive parent, and grandfather; no 

doubt when times are rough – his children can hear his words of wisdom and 

instruction.  Bob – for years, a constant male figure supporting youth activities. 

Bob – the son who cared for his ailing mother, and upon her passing, delivered 

one of his greatest messages in the pre-eulogy for his beloved mother.  Bob – the 

consummate student of God’s word.  Bob – the New Member Discipleship 

Director and Men’s Sunday School class coordinator and facilitator.  Bob – committed 

member of the Men’s Ministry.  Bob – the deacon, supporting the Pastor and serving the 

members. Bob - the talented first tenor and – first President of the Koinonia Singers, sharing 

his gift with the choir and male chorus. Bob’s work ethic isn’t exclusive to PMBC.  Bob is a 

retired Real Estate Manager for the Port of Oakland.  He was a long-time volunteer at the 

Berkeley Food Pantry and was bestowed the honor of Volunteer of the Year at the Bay Area 

Rescue Mission! Bob – highly regarded by all, yet humble as a lamb.  Yes, character matters, 

and Christian character matters even more! “Therefore, my beloved (brother) brethren, be 

steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toll is not in 

vain in the Lord (1 Cor 15:58) 

 

I Hear Music in the Air  

We are blessed with Godly leadership in the persons of Torey Campbell, Minister of Music; 

Pam Onafowode, Director, Mass and Youth Choirs; and the ensemble of singers who all 

minister from hearts filled with the Holy Spirit.  “Oh come let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful 

noise to the rock of our salvation!” (Psalms 95:1).  The choir continues to meet (via Zoom) and to 

study God’s word. They are currently studying Galatians with various 

members presenting songs that speak to grace living versus works.  As we 

await the sound of the organ once again ushering us into worship we 

continue to enjoy the songs of praise, including  Hailey Conner, from our 

Young Adult choir who recently blessed our hearts with one of Pastor 

Stuckey’ favorites, “I Give Myself Away”. Praise God for you Hailey.  All 

are invited to join Torey on Sunday morning via Facebook as he ministers through music; live 

8:30-9:00 a.m. or at your convenience. 



We Are Here for You              
Since we, at Progressive, have recently started a Biblical Counseling Ministry, we thought it 

would be good to introduce what we are about.  When people hear “Counseling” they often 

associate it with weakness and/or shame, so in addition to the introduction, we’d like to dispel 

some of that as well. We live in a culture that is opposed to God’s Word and the Truth it 

reveals.  We each have picked up various lies from the world, the flesh or the devil that cause 

us to disbelieve the Truth and live a lie instead. We, as Christians, are called to encourage one 

another to love and good works (Heb. 10:25). We don’t have all the answers, but we trust 

God who does!  One way we do this is with peer-to-peer, personal discipleship. Practically, 

this looks like walking alongside other believers to help them identify their own lies that are 

giving them struggles in life and to give guidance to replace those lies with Truth. It isn’t just 

throwing a “pet verse” at a problem.  It is discreetly entering another’s life to 

help them apply the power of God’s Word to their particular struggles. 

Besides one-on-one or two-on-two counseling, we also host group activities 

such as GriefShare, Celebrate Recovery, Anger Management/Resolution, 

and DivorceCare.  Some burdens are too great to bear alone. PMBC’s 

Biblical Counseling is a non-judgmental, confidential, safe place where you 

can share what is on your heart and get support and Godly counsel. Bear ye 

one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ (Galations 6:2). For more information, 

contact any of the following BCM team members.  The specific areas of expertise are also 

listed:  Elder Edward Cooper, Anger Management; Nelvia Davis, Grief; Darryl & Sheila 

Price, Celebrate Recovery; Tim & Teresa Case, Marriage      

   

It's Science, Not FAKE News 

California is among many states experiencing an increase in new cases of the 

infection, and sadly the Bay Area is not exempt.  God is our provider and like 

the three Hebrew boys said “..the God we serve is able to deliver us” (excerpt 

Daniel 3:17)  but faith without works is dead.  Let’s do our part to slow the 

spread; get our churches and schools open; and prepare for the new normal.  
We say it again: masks; hand sanitizer; social distancing! 

 

Grieving is hard on the soul.  But we have the assurance that “weeping may endure for a night, 

but joy comes in the morning” (Psalms 30:5). Condolences to Sis Rochelle Walker 

and family at the passing of her father; Sis Diane Williams at the passing of her 

mother; Sis Emma D. Turner at the passing of her son; Sis Johnnie Mae Cook 

at the passing of her husband Bro Robert Cook; and Sis Carolyn Young in the 

passing of her daughter-in-love.     

       Celebrate and Keep Christ in Christmas 


