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IT’S ALL ABOUT WINNING        
On April 4th the world will celebrate Easter.  However, 

Christians will celebrate this day as Resurrection day.  The Resurrection, itself is something to 

celebrate, but don’t miss what happened before the resurrection.  The joyful celebration on 

the day of the Resurrection is preceded by a brutal crucifixion that spanned a long 6 hours - 

painful wounds in the hands, feet and side; hanging on a wood Cross; a crown of thorns on 

His head; blood pouring down His side; a lottery for His clothing; mean 

spirited insults and rants shouted from bystanders; and burial in a borrowed 

grave (Matthew 27:32-56; Mark 15:21-38; Luke 23:26-49; John 19:16-37). 

But the game is not over!  To the dismay of those who loved Him, He hung 

His head and died (John 19:30). But that is not where the story ends. Oh 

death, where is your sting, grave where is your victory? You see 3 days later God raised Him 

from the grave.  Jesus was resurrected!  He not only got up, He got up with ALL power in 

His hands! Those nail scarred hands, no more those whose sin debt – past, present and future 

-- was paid on that Roman cross are celebrating Pentecost (Acts 2:1-31)!  They, like you and I, 

are basking in the Holy Spirit, praising our risen, never to die again Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. Winning is great, but winning the long game, is the ultimate victory.  

Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection paid the sin debt, but it didn’t eliminate sin.  Sin is 

ever before us, but we know the devil is defeated. The sin game is still on, but we 

know how the game ends; we know the debt that was paid; and we know we have 

the victory, so with the proper perspective and relevance of this important moment 

in our faith we celebrate the resurrection. God’s not dead, He’s still alive. I can feel Him in my 

hands; feel Him in my feet; feel Him in my soul; I can feel Him all over me! (excerpt from 

God’s Not Dead, He’s still Alive)         

 Your Servant, Pastor Earl C. Stuckey  

THE LORD’S SUPPER 

In anticipation and preparation for our “live streaming” Communion Services, Progressive 

Baptist Church Deacons and Deaconess will distribute communion cups to our 

congregation on Saturday, April 3, 2021, from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Those 

who desire cups should drive into the parking lot, tell us how many in your 

household, pop the trunk or roll down your window and cups will be given to 

you, then drive out of the lot.  All participants must wear a mask for this 

distribution.  Sorry, NO socialization at this time.        

 Sandra Sims, Deaconess President  



DELIVERING FOR YOU BY MAIL OR THE VAN  

She blew the engine in her 1965 Mustang. She has traveled across the 

country.  She and long-time friend Bessie Chambers were vocal staples at 

the Oakland Coliseum - cheering on her Oakland Raiders and attending a 

SuperBowl XXVII in Pasadena in 1993.  Her years with the Trojan Bowling 

Club of the Berkeley Majorette League, led her to participate in over 35 

Bowling tournaments in various states across the Country.  She is a regular 

at Bible Study, Sunday School and Worship Service.  She is our beloved Betty Hicks!  As a 

young child, Betty left Dallas, Texas with family, and came to Oakland, California before 

WWII.  She has been a member of PMBC since age 7 or 8.  Her family were entrepreneurs 

and owned and operated a soul food restaurant for over 50 years.  The East Bay restaurant 

was “Dorsey Family Restaurant”, later known as “Bosns N Locker”, and finally “Dorsey’s 

Locker”. As an adult, Betty moved to San Francisco and worked for Metropolitian Life 

Insurance for 15 years before moving back to the East Bay in 1965, and purchasing her 

Berkeley home in 1970. Betty became a Letter Carrier with the United States Post Office 

(Oakland branch) achieving the rank of Supervisor.  Her skills and professionalism led her to 

Orinda, where she became Supervisor, Superintendent, and ultimately the Postmaster; she 

retired in 1999. Post retirement travels took her to Paris (2000) and on a 15-day cruise to the 

Greek Isles, on the Mediterranean Sea. Betty enjoyed academic achievements including 

earning an Associate Arts degree from Merritt College, and a Bachelor Degree in Human 

Resources and Labor Relations from San Francisco State University. Betty has led a life of 

service within the PMBC family.  She has served as Usher; Supervisor for the Youth Ushers; 

and she is currently President of the Seniors Ministry.  She stays abreast of the needs and 

issues impacting our seniors, and makes sure they have what they need.  Prior to COVID 

shelter-in-place requirements, Betty organized various activities and excursions for the seniors. 

She continues to make wellness checks (calls) to seniors and non-seniors alike. She continues 

to organize the assembling and delivery of gift bags of supplies and snacks and other tokens. 

Betty was Chairperson of Progressive’s Women’s Mission ~ Business and Professional 

Women’s Circle, later known as the Ester Circle. She was secretary of the California Baptist 

State Ushers Convention, and she served 20 years as the Youth Supervisor of the California 

Baptist Convention. She currently serves as President of the National Active & Retired 

Federal Retirees Association, Chapter 40 (Oakland).  Proud mother of 2 sons, grandmother of 

6, and great-grandmother of 3.  Gone are her days of tooling around in a flashy 1965 

Mustang. She now utilizes her MiniVan to transport seniors to bible study, church services, 

and other places they need to visit … and delivers groceries or other items as needed.  A BIG 

LOVING HUG and KISS to OUR own Betty Hicks.         

     

IT MATTERS!           
  Watch your thoughts, they become your words; watch your words, they become 

your actions; watch your actions, they become your habits; watch your habits, they become 

your character; watch your character, it becomes your destiny. (Original Author Unknown) 



AND THATS HOW THE STORY GOES!            

Test your knowledge with this bit of crucifixion history (see page 4 for answers) 

1. How did Judas identify Jesus to the soldiers?   
2. How many pieces of silver did Judas trade the life of Jesus for?   
3. What was the name of the high priest’s servant who had his ear cut off by the disciple 

and subsequently reattached by Jesus? 
4. The priests took the money that Judas had returned to them; what did they call it? And 

what did they do with it? 
5. Following the statements of Jesus on the cross, there was a statement by a Roman soldier 

concerning Christ. What was it?   
 

HEAVENLY VOICES                 
It is never the right time; we are never ready to let them go; but we all must answer when God 

calls.  The Heavenly Choir now includes another two of our beloved soloist from our Mass & 

Sanctuary Choirs, Bennie Washington, with her clear lyrical sounding Soprano voice, singing 

her signature “What is This” and “Because He Lives”, and sweet spirited Francina 

Carson, the serious singer with a classical sound, who ministered congregational favorites 

including “I’ve Done My Work” and “Touch Somebody’s Life”.  Sis. Washington and Sis. 

Carson were integral voices of the Music Ministry under Bro. Edward Irvine and Bro. Larry 

Johnson.  

   

A WORD FROM THE MEN OF GOD 

It’s hard to believe, or maybe it isn’t, but we’ve been absent from assembling together for 

more than a year.  Notwithstanding the physical separation, we have been fed nurishing 

messages from our ministerial staff.  Join me on the journey ….. When it is all said and done 

will you be “Heroes of Faith” (Stuckey).  Feeling fatigued from the struggle “Rest in Jesus: 

His Yoke Is Easy “ (Goodwin). Where is your faith, are you allowing your little light to shine, 

or are people asking “Are you in the Closet” (Marius). Me, hide, never. I’m not what I hope to 

be “But by the grace of God I am What I Am” (Price).  Somedays 

are tougher than others and you may ask “Does God ask too Much 

from Us” (Hardy). Don’t grow weary in well doing “Jesus said come 

unto me and Rest” (Ellis). God doesn’t waste any opportunity to 

grow us, what will be your “Takeaways from a Pandemic” 

(Adkins). He didn’t bring you this far to leave you. He has done it 

before, and will do it again “And you shall know that I am God” 

(Raines). The challenges are great, but not impossible “In times 

like these we need a little more Faith” (Giles).  Amen and Praise 

God!  

https://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/judas-iscariot-bible-story-and-profile/


IN HIS HANDS                 
With the onset of COVID-19 a lot of people with pre-existing and new aches and pains,  

opted to delay doctor visits and so-called elective surgeries fearing the risk of fixing one  

problem, but becoming infected with the deadly virus.  As the region climbs 

out of the most restricted phases of COVID-19, elective surgeries are again 

being performed. In March five of our members Jordan Taylor, Grant 

Davis, Jay Taylor, Brandon Davis, and Senetta Roberson had surgery or 

other specialized treatments.  We praise God, Jehovah-Rapha, for successful procedures, and 

we celebrate the fact that all are well on their way to full recovery. Please continue to pray for 

their healing and their caregivers.  Our work is never done. Pray also for 

Sis. Linda Walton, newly diagnosed with cancer, and awaiting a 

treatment plan. Condolences to the family of  Pearl Mangle who 

transitioned, and is now with our Lord and Savior. 

 

DON’T WORRY, PRAY 

As the Bay Area (and Country) progress towards full opening of schools we pray for the 

educators, students, and their parents. There is strong, universal belief (with some exceptions), 

that students learn best in the classroom!  As strong as the desire is for 

students/educators/parents to return to their pre-COVID normal, we can’t put that ideal 

over physical safety.  We know educators want to be in their classrooms: they have to balance 

their career, their physical safty, and the risks they present for 

their families.  Parents are desperate to close the “home 

school campus”, and send students off to school each day, 

but have to balance the health of their children.  Students are 

experiencing stresses like never before; expected to learn, and 

to mature in record time.  Let’s pray God’s peace and 

protection for each as they make these critical decisions, and 

step out on faith.  

 

AND THATS HOW THE STORY GOES  

1. With a kiss (Matt 26:47-49 14:)  

2. 30 pieces of silver (Matt 26:15) 

3. Malchus, servant of Jewish High Priest Caiaphas (John 18:10) 

4. “Blood money” that couldn’t be taken into the temple. Used it to buy Potters Field 

(Matt 27:6-8) 

5. Truly this was the Son of God (Matt 27:54)  

 


